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(57) Cette 1mmvention concerne un presentoir (10)
autoporteur prévu pour recevoilr entre ses montants une
palette (12) chargee d’articles (14) ou pour €tre monte en
tete de gondole. Ce présentoir (10) comprend un chéassis
(16) continu constitu¢ d’¢lements multiples, dont un
cadre avant (18) en U 1nverse et un cadre arriere (20)
¢galement en U 1nverse¢ relics par deux ¢léments de
stabilisation (22) qui viennent s’emboiter dans le chassis
continu (16). Une pluralite d’ctageres (54) paralleles
relie les cadres avant et arriere (18, 20) du présentoir (10)
et vient augmenter la capacite de rangement.
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(57) A self standing merchandiser (10) adapted to
straddle a pallet (12) loaded with product (14) or an end
display of product. The merchandiser (10) comprises a
continuous frame (16) made of multiple pieces having an
inverted U-shaped front portion (18) and an inverted
U-shaped rear portion (20) connected by two stabilizer
portions (22) adapted to engage the supporting surface of
the continuous frame (16). A plurality of parallel shelves
(54) extend between the front and rear portions (18, 20)
of the merchandiser (10) on the exterior of the frame (16)
and provide additional shelving.
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(§7) Abstract

A self standing merchandiser (10) adapted to straddle a pallet
(12) loaded with product (14) or an end display of product. The
merchandiser (10) comprises a continuous frame (16) made of
multiple pieces having an inverted U-shaped front portion (18)
and an inverted U-shaped rear portion (20) connected by two
stabilizer portions (22) adapted to engage the supporting surface of
the continuous frame (16). A plurality of parallel shelves (54) extend
between the front and rear portions (18, 20) of the merchandiser (10)
on the exterior of the frame (16) and provide additional shelving.
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SELF STANDING MERCHANDISER

Field of the Invention

This invention relates to a self standing merchandiser
and, more particularly, to a self standing merchandiser which is

adapted to straddle an end display of product.

Background of the Invention

In grocery stores, products are arranged in longitudinally
extending rows of shelving with aisles between adjacent rows in
which the customers walk while viewing displayed product located
on the shelves. Often products on sale or product which the store
particularly wants to sell are placed on an end display at the end of a
row of product shelving. Such an end display may be a plurality of

cans of product loaded on top of a pallet or alternatively may be an

PCT/US98/24903
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end display rack with a plurality of horizontal shelves on which
products are displayed. However, often on such end displays, there
is not enough shelving space for all the product desired to be
displayed.

o If additional product is to be displayed, additional
shelving must be provided. Therefore, there is a need for a display
rack or merchandiser which may be adapted to fit around an end
display of product which provides additional shelving. It is desirable
if such additional shelving does not interfere with the end display anad

10 is complimentary with the end dispiay in appearance.

U.S. Patent No. 3,085,649 discloses a merchandise
display rack which has two sub-assemblies or end frame units
adapted to fit on the ends of a central display rack. Each of these
end frame units must be fastened to the central portion of the

15 merchandise display rack with bolts or other fasteners. Neither end
frame unit is self supporting. The central portion of the display rack
has a plurality of shelves extending longitudinally (from side to side).
Both end frame units provide additional shelving running front to
back and are specifically adapted to be used with only one particular

20 configuration of display rack. In other words, the end frame units are
not adapted to be used with different types of end display racks.

Two patents which do disclose self standing display

racks are U.S. Patent No. 679,033 and Design Patent No. 189,510.

~~~~~~~
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However, the.display racks which are the subject of these patents
are not adapted to fit over an end display of product having
horizontally extending shelving. Rather, these display racks are
adapted to stand on their own and have a plurality of shelves
extending front to back. In addition, the display rack of Design
Patent No. 189,510 has a plurality of horizontal shelves extending
from side to side.

None of the above mentioned individual self supporting
or self standing display racks are adapted to be specifically used with
a conventional display rack having horizontal shelving or with a pallet
loaded with product. In addition, none of the above mentioned self
standing display racks is adapted to fit over and around a
conventional display rack in order to provide additional shelving.

Therefore, it has been one objective of the present
invention to provide a display rack or merchandiser which is self
standing and provides additional shelving to an end display.

In addition, it has been a further objective of the present
invention to provide a merchandiser which is adapted to provide
shelving on both sides of an end display located at the end of a row
of product.

It has been a further objective of the present invention

to provide a self standing merchandiser capable of having at least
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one header for advertisement purposes secured to the top of the
merchandiser.
Sum of the Invention

The invention of the present application which
5 accomplishes these objectives comprises a self standing

merchandiser adapted to straddle a pallet loaded with product. The
merchandiser comprises a continuous frame, multiple shelf support
brackets removably secured to the continuous frame and a plurality
of removable shelves extending between pairs of shelf support

10 brackets. The continuous frame has an inverted U-shaped front
portion, an inverted U-shaped rear portion and two stabilizer portions
connected to the bottom of the front and rear portions of the
continuous framé. The stabilizer portions are adapted to engage a
supporting surface, such as a floor surface, such that the

15 merchandiser may stand on its own on the supporting surface and
does not depend at all upon the end display which the merchandiser
is adapted to straddle.

The inverted U-shaped front portion comprises a pair of

vertical front tubes connected by a front cross tube which has an

20 inverted U shape. The inverted U-shaped rear portion comprises two
vertical rear tubes connected to each other with a rear cross tube

which also has an inverted U shape. The front and rear cross tubes




CA 02309918 2000-05-12

WO 99/27823 PCT/US98/24903

-5-
are located at the top of the merchandiser and connect the upper

portions of the front and rear vertical tubes.

Each stabilizer portion connects one of the front tubes
to one of the rear tubes and is also generally U-shaped extending
5 outwardly from the front and rear vertiCaI tubes. Thus, the
continuous frame is made of multiple pieces of hollow tubing fitted
together to form a self standing unit.
. The shelf support brackets have a plurality of tabs

extending outwardly therefrom adapted to engage individual slots in

10 the vertical members of the front and rear portions of the continuous
frame. The vertical tubes of the continuous frame have mulitiple
slots therein enabling the height of the shelf support brackets to be
adjusted in order to vary the height between adjacent shelves.

A plurality of removable shelves extend between the

15 shelf support brackets and are supported by the shelf support
brackets. Each of the removable shelves thus extends from front to
back of the self standing merchandiser and is adapted to support a
plurality of additional products other than those loaded on the pallet
or end display straddled by the self standing merchandiser.

20 The merchandiser may further comprise an X brace
assembly secured to the cross members of the continuous frame. A
plurality of header panels may be secured to the ends of the

individual members of the X brace assembly creating an attractive
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advertising display on top of the self standing merchandiser. The X
brace assembly provides additional stability to the self standing
merchandiser by fixing the distance between the front and rear cross
tubes of the continuous frame of the self standing merchandiser.
Thus, the self standing merchandiser of the present
invention provides additional shelving space on the exterior of an end
display of product thus widening the display at the end of a row of
product shelving and making the end display more attractive to

customers.

Brief Description of the Drawings

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the self standing
merchandiser of the present invention straddling a pallet loaded with
product;

Fig. 1A is a perspective view of the continuous frame of
the self standing merchandiser of Fig. 1;

Fig. 2 is an exploded perspective view of a shelf
adapted to be secured to the continuous frame of the self standing
merchandiser of Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view taken during the shelf
assembly process generally along the lines 3-3 of Fig. 2;

Fig. 4 is a cross-sectional view similar to Fig. 3

depicting the shelf support bracket in an assembled configuration;
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Fig. 5 is a cross-sectional view taken along the lines 5-5
of Fig. 4 after attachment of the shelf to the shelf support brackets;
Fig. 6 is an exploded perspective view of one
embodiment of the top portion of the self standing merchandiser of
5 the present invention having an X brace assembly secured to fhe
continuous frame and having a header secured to the X brace
assembly; and
Fig. 7 is a perspective view of an alternative
embodiment of the self standing merchandiser of the present

10 invention.

Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiment

Referring to Fig. 1, the shelf standing merchandiser 10
of the present invention is illustrated straddling a pallet 12 loaded
with product 14. The product 14 is stacked in a generally square or

15 rectangular configuration and may or may not be placed on a pallet.
In place of a pallet loaded with product may be a conventional
rectangular display rack having side to side horizontal shelving (not
shown).

The shelf standing merchandiser 10 itself comprises a

20 continuous frame 16 best illustrated in Fig. 1A made up of multiple
pieces of holiow tubing. Although the tubing is typically hollow,

solid pieces rather than hollow pieces are also within the purview of
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the present invention. Similarly, the continuous frame 16 is typically
made of metal but may be constructed of other materials as well,
such as plastic, aluminum or metal.

Referring to Fig. 1A, continuous frame 16 has an
inverted U-shaped front portion 18, an inverted U-shaped rear portion
20 and two stabilizer portions 22. The stabilizer portions 22 are
adapted to engage a supporting surface such as a floor and enables
the merchandiser 10 to stand on its own on the supporting surface.

The front portion 18 of the continuous frame 16
comprises two vertical front tubes 24 which are paraliel to each
other and spaced apart a distance (d,) which is slightly larger than
the width of the pallét loaded with product or the end display rack
found in a grocery store. The two Qertical front tubes 24 are
connected by a front cross tube 26 which is generally in the shape of
an inverted U. This front cross tube 26 may take on the
configuration illustrated in Fig. 1A or the configuration shown in Fig.
7 or other types of configurations not illustrated. Regardiess of the
configuration, the front cross tube 26 connects the upper portions
28 of the two vertical front tubes 24. The front cross tube 26 has
two projections 30 at the ends of the front cross tube 26 which are
slightly smaller in diameter than the inner diameter of the hollow

vertical front tubes 24 and therefore fit down inside the hollow

PCT/US98/24903
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interior of the upper portions 28 of the vertical front tubes 24

thereby connecting the two vertical front tubes 24 together.

Like the front portion 18 of the continuous frame 16,
the rear portion 20 of the continuous frame 16 comprises two
vertical members referred to as rear tubes 32 which, like the vertical
front tubes 24, are parallel and spaced apart from each other a
distance d, which may be the same distance as the front tubes are
spaced apart from each other. Each vertical rear tube 32 has an
upper portion 34 which is generally hollow. The upper portions 34
of the rear tubes 32 are connected by a rear cross tube 36 which is
identically configured to the front cross tube 26 and has a generally
inverted U shape. The ends of the rear cross tube 36 have
projections 38 which fit inside the hollow interior of the upper
portions 34 of the vertical rear tubes 32.

Each of the vertical front tubes 24 is connected to one
of the vertical rear tubes 32 with a generally U-shaped stabilizer tube
40. Therefore, the stabilizer portion 22 referred to earlier comprises
solely a stabilizer tube 40 located on each side of the continuous
frame 16. Each stabilizer tube 40 has projections 42 extending
upwardly therefrom which engage the lower portions 44, 46 of the
vertical front and rear tubes 24, 32 respectively. Each stabilizer tube
40 has an outward portion 48, two parallel middle portions 50 which

are coplanar with the outer portion 48 and two end portions 52

. A M



10

15

CA 02309918 2000-05-12

WO 99/27823 PCT/US98/24903

-10-
which extend upwardly from the middle portions 50, each end
portion 50 terminating in a projection 42.

A pair of rods 51 may be secured to each stabilizer tube
40 in order to further stabilize the stabilizer portion 22 of the
continuous frame 16 as best seen in Fig. TA. Arod 51 is located
directly below each end portion 52 of both stabilizer tubes and
toward the inside ends of the middle portions 50 of the stabilizer
tubes 40. These rods 51 help to prevent the continuous frame 16
from falling over during assembly of the continuous frame 16. The
rods may be welded or otherwise secured to the stabilizer tubes 40
and are typically 1 1/2" in diameter and 1" in length. However, they
may be made of any size. In addition, the rods 51 may be solid or

hollow.

As one can see from Figs. 1 and 1A, the individual
pieces of the continuous frame 16 are fitted together so as to make
an endless continuous frame 16 comprising a generally U-shaped
front portion 18 and a generally U-shaped back or rear portion 20,

the front and back portions 18, 20 being parallel to each other and

(LI LL S SN
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raised above the floor or supporting surface. The front and rear
portions 18, 20 of the continuous frame 16 are connected by two
stabilizer portions 22 which are adapted to engage the supporting
surface or floor and function to provide a base supporting the weight
the continuous frame holds. As seen in Figs. 1 and 1A, a plurality of
shelves 54 are removably secured to the vertical front and rear
tubular members 24, 32 of the continuous frame 16 and support
additional products 56 on the sides of the end display of product 14.
Fach shelf 54 extends from one of the vertical front tubes 24 to one
of the vertical rear tubes 32 and is supported by the front and rear
tubes 24, 32 respectively. Although a specific configuration of shelf
is illustrated in Figs. 2-5 in detail, alternative shelves may be utilized
in accordance with the present invention without departing from the
concept of the present invention.

The shelves 54 secure to the front and rear tubes 24,
32 of the continuous frame in a manner illustrated in Figs. 2-5. Each
of the rear and front tubes 32, 24 have a plurality of spaced slots
58a, b on the inside portions thereof which are adapted to receive
tabs 66a, 70a and 66b, 70b of shelf support brackets 62a, b
respectively. Referring to Fig. 2, rear tube 32 has a plurality of slots
58a therein which receive tabs 66a, 70a of shelf support bracket
62a. Likewise, front tube 24 has a plurality of slots 58b on the

inside surface thereof which receive tabs 66b, 70b of shelf
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supporting bracket 62b. A shelf support 64 extends between the
shelf support brackets 62a and 62b and is the supporting surface on
which the additional products 56 rest (Fig. 1). The manner in which
the shelf support brackets 62b, a are secured to the front and rear
tubes 24, 32 is best illustrated in Figs. 3 and 4. Referring to Fig. 3,
upper tab 66a of shelf support bracket 62a is inserted into one of the
slots 58a and the shelf supporting bracket 62a moved In the
direction of arrow 68 downwardly and inwardly until a lower tab 70a
engages a slot 58a below the slot which received the upper tab 66a.
Once a shelf support bracket 62a and 62b is secured to both the
front and rear tubes 24, 32 of the continuous frame 16, the shelf
support member 64 may be secured to the two shelf support
brackets 62a, b in a manner illustrated best in Fig. 5. Each shelf
support bracket 62a, b has an outwardly bowed portion 72 and a
generally horizontal planar lower portion 74 (see Fig. 2).

Referring now to Fig. 5, the shelf support 64 is
generally L-shaped with a vertical portion 78 and a horizontal portion
80 being generally perpendicular to each other and joined at a back
corner 82. A generally U-shaped back rib 84 and a generally U-
shaped front rib 86 are secured to the horizontal portion 80 of the
shelf support 64. As best illustrated in Figs. 2 and 5, two opposed
holes 88 in the front rib 86 are adapted to receive tabs 90 projecting

upwardly and forwardly from the lower portion 74 of the shelf
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support brackets 62a, b. When a shelf support 64 is to be secured

~ to two opposed shelf support brackets 62a, b, the front portion of

the shelf support 64 is lowered downwardly as illustrated in Fig. 5
until the tabs 90 of the shelf support brackets 62a, b engage the
holes 88 of the front rib 86 of the shelf support 64. Once the tabs
90 are in the holes 88, the horizontal portion 80 of the shelf support
64 is lowered in the direction of arrow 92 until the ribs 84, 86 rest
on the lower portion 74 of the shelf support brackets 62a, b and a
hook 79 formed at the top of the vertical portion 78 of the shelf
support 64 engages an upper edge 94 of the shelf support brackets
62a, b. An upper tab 89 located on each shelf support bracket 62a,
b extends from the upper edge 94 of each sheif support bracket 62a,
b and cooperates with a slot 91 formed in the hook 79 of the shelf
support 64 so as to properly align the shelf support 64 with the shelf
support brackets 62a, b. Although one specific type of shelf having
two shelf support brackets 62 and a middle shelf support 64
extending between the shelf support brackets 62 has been described
in detail, other one piece shelves or multiple piece shelves may be
utilized in accordance with the present invention as long as they
extend between the vertical front and rear tubes or members of the
continuous frame.

Referring now to Fig. 6, an X brace assembly 96

comprising a first member 98 and a second member 100 form an X-
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type configuration and intersect at a point 102. The ends of the first
and second members 98, 100 are secured to the front and rear cross
tubes 26, 36 of the continuous frame 16 with fasteners 104. Thus
secured, the X brace assembly 98 prevents the front and rear cross
bars 26, 36 of the continuous frame 16 from moving relative to each
other and provides additional stability to the continuous frame 16 as
a whole.

In addition, the first and second members 98, 100 of
the X brace assembly 96 have upwardly turned ends 106 each of
which have a hole 108 therein. These upwardly turned ends 106 are
specifically configured so as to enable a fastener (not shown) to
secure a header 110 to the individual members 98, 100 of the X
brace assembly. The header 110 comprises four corner pieces 112
which are fastened to two side pieces 114, a rear piece 116 and a
front piece 118. The individual pieces are secured together with
brackets 120 but any other means of securing the individual pieces
of the header together could be used in accordance with the present
invention. A hole 122 in each of the corner pieces 112 enables a
fastener (not shown) to secure the corner piece 112 to the ends 106
of the X brace assembly 96. Once the corner pieces 112 are
secured to the ends 106 of the members 98, 100 of the X brace
assembly, the side pieces or members 114 of the header and the

front and rear pieces 118, 116 of the header 110 may be secured to
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the corner pieces 112 with the brackets 120 thus creating a
generally rectangular header which is typically used for advertising
purposes.
An alternative embodiment of the present invention is
5 _iIIustrated in Fig. 7. In this embodiment, the continuous frame 16 is
identical to the continuous frame described hereinabove and the
shelves are identical as well. However, this embodiment is not
intended to straddle an end display of product but rather is adapted
to stand on its own. This embodiment has middle shelves 124
10 extending between the front and rear portions 18, 20 of the
continuous frame. These middle shelves 124 may be secured In any
manner to the vertical front and rear tubes 24, 32 of the continuous
frame 16 including the same manner in which the side shelves 54 are
secured to the front and rear tubes of the continuous frame. These
15 middle shelves 124 may have bumper stops 126 at the front thereof
to prevent product from falling off an inclined shelf, for example, (see
Fig. 7) and may have a plurality of internal dividers 128 which divide
the shelf 124 into a plurality of tracks 130. Although one specific
type of middle shelf 124 is shown in Fig. 7 having a front edge 132
20 located below a rear edge 134 of the middle shelf such that the
middle shelf is declined, alternative shelves such as horizontal middle
shelves may be used in accordance with the present invention. In

addition, the X brace assembly 96, with or without a header 110
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secured to the X brace assembly, may be utilized with this alternative
embodiment including the middle shelves.

While we have described two embodiments of the

present invention, we do not intend to be limited except by the scope

of the following claims.

WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:

A angm-
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1. A self-standing merchandiser adapted to straddie an end
display of product, said merchandiser comprising:

a continuous frame made of multiple pieces, said frame
comprising an inverted U-shaped front portion and an inverted U-
shaped rear portion, said front and rear portions being connected by
two stabilizer tubes adapted to engage a supporting surface such
that said merchandiser may stand on its own on the supporting
surface,

multiple shelves removably secured to said front and rear
portions of said continuous frame adapted to support additional

products.

2. The merchandiser of claim 1 further comprising an X-brace

assembly secured to said continuous frame.

3. The merchandiser of claim 2 further comprising at least one

header secured to said X-brace assembly.

4. The merchandiser of claim 1 wherein said continuous frame is

made of metal.
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D. A self-supporting merchandiser adapted to straddle an end
display of product, said merchandiser comprising:

a continuous hollow tubular frame comprising two vertical
front tubes and two vertical rear tubes, said vertical front tubes being
connected to each other with a front cross tube in the shape of an
inverted U and said vertical rear tubes being connected to each other
with a rear cross tube in the shape of an inverted U, each of said
vertical front tubes being connected to one of said vertical rear tubes
with a generally U-shaped stabilizer tube such that said stabilizer
tubes provide a base for supporting said frame,

multiple shelf support brackets removably secured to said
vertical front and rear tubes,

multiple removable shelves extending between pairs of end

brackets capable of supporting additional product.

6. The self-supporting merchandiser of claim 5 further comprising
an X-brace assembly secured to said cross tubes of said continuous

frame.

7. The self-supporting merchandiser of claim 6 further comprising

a header secured to said X-brace assembly.
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8. The self-supporting merchandiser of claim 5 wherein said

continuous frame is made of metal.
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9. A self-supporting merchandiser adapted to straddle an end
display of product, said merchandiser comprising:

a continuous hollow tubular frame comprising two vertical
front tubes and two vertical rear tubes, said vertical front tubes
being connected to each other with an inverted U-shaped front cross
tube and said vertical rear tubes being connected to each other with
an inverted U-shaped rear cross tube, a lower portion of each of said
vertical front tubes being connected to a lower portion of a
corresponding vertical rear tube with a generally U-shaped stabilizer
tube such that said stabilizer tubes provide a base for supporting said
frame,

multiple removable sheives extending between said vertical
front tubes and said vertical rear tubes, said removable shelves being

capable of supporting additional product.

10.  The self-supporting merchandiser of claim 9 wherein said

removable shelves are generally above said stabilizer tubes.

11.  The self-supporting merchandiser of claim 9 wherein said

removable shelves are on both sides of said end display of product.

AN GHRRE
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12. A self-supporting merchandiser adapted to straddle an end
display of product, said merchandiser comprising:

a plurality of pieces of hollow tubing connected together to
form a continuous frame, said pieces iIncluding a pair of vertical front
frame tubes, a pair df vertical rear frame tubes, an inverted U‘-shaped
front cross tube, an inverted U-shaped rear cross tube, and a pair of
~ generally U-shaped stabilizer tubes, said stabilizer tubes being
adapted to rest upon a supporting surface and support a loaded
merchandiser such that said merchandiser may stand on its own on
the supporting surface,

multiple shelves removably secured to said vertical front and

rear tubes of the continuous frame.

13.  The self-supporting merchandiser of claim 12 further

comprising an X-brace assembly secured to the cross tubes of said

continuous frame.

14.  The self-supporting merchandiser of claim 13 further

comprising a plurality of header panels secured to the X-brace

assembly.

-
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15. The self-supporting merchandiser of claim 13 wherein said
front cross tube connects upper portions of said vertical front frame

tubes and said rear cross tube connects upper portions of said

vertical rear frame tubes.
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16. A self-supporting merchandiser adapted to straddle an end
display of product, said merchandiser comprising:

a plurality of pieces of hollow tubing connected together to
form a continuous frame, said pieces including a pair of vertical front
frame tubes connected by an inverted U-shaped front cross tube, a
pair of vertical rear frame tubes connected by an inverted U-shaped
rear cross tube, and a pair of generally U-shaped stabilizer tubes, said
stabilizer tubes being adapted to rest upon a supporting surface and
support a loaded merchandiser such that said merchandiser may
stand on its own on the supporting surface, said stabilizer tubes
extending outwardly from said end display of product,

multiple removable shelves extending between said vertical
front tubes and said vertical rear tubes of said continuous frame

capable of supporting additional product.

17. The self-supporting merchandiser of claim 16 further

comprising an X-brace assembly secured to an upper portion of said

continuous frame for additional stability.

18.  The self-supporting merchandiser of claim 17 further

comprising a plurality of header panels secured to the X-brace

assembly.
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19. The self-supporting merchandiser of claim 16 further
comprising a plurality of shelf support brackets removably secured to

said continuous frame at varying heights, said removable shelves

being removably secured to said shelf support brackets.
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20. A self-standing merchandiser adapted to straddle an end
display of product, said merchandiser comprising:

a continuous frame of hollow tubing, said frame comprising an
inverted U-shaped front portion and an inverted U-shaped rear
portion, said front and rear portions being connected by two
stabilizer portions adapted to engage a supporting surface such that
said merchandiser may stand on its own on the supporting surface,

multiple shelf support brackets removably secured to said front
and rear portions of said continuous frame,

multiple removable shelves extending between pairs of shelf

support brackets capable of supporting additional product.

21. The merchandiser of claim 20 further comprising an X-brace

assembly secured to said continuous frame.

22. The merchandiser of claim 21 further comprising at least one

header secured to said X-brace assembly.

23. The merchandiser of claim 22 wherein said X-brace assembly
comprises two crossing members each extending between said front

and rear portions of said continuous frame.

24. The merchandiser of claim 20 wherein each of said stabilizer

portions of said continuous frame is generally U-shaped.
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25. The merchandiser of claim 24 wherein said stabilizer portions

of said continuous frame extend outwardly from said end display of

product.

26. A self-standing merchandiser comprising:

- a continuous frame made of multiple pieces, said frame
comprising an inverted U-shaped front portion and an inverted U-
shaped rear portion, said front and rear portions being connected by
two stabilizer tubes adapted to engage a supporting surface such
that said merchandiser may stand on its own on the supporting
surface,

multiple side shelves removably secured to said front and rear
portions of said continuous frame adapted to support additional
products; and

a plurality of middie shelves, each middle shelf being
removably secured to said front and rear portions of said continuous

frame.

27. The self standing merchandiser of claim 26 wherein said
middle shelves are declined with the front edge of each middle shelf

being below the back edge of the middle shelf.
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28. A self-supporting merchandiser comprising:

a continuous hollow tubular frame comprising two vertical
front tubes and two vertical rear tubes, said vertical front tubes being
connected to each other with a front cross tube in the shape of an
inverted U and said vertical rear tubes being connected to each other
with a rear cross tube in the shape of an inverted U, each of said
vertical front tubes being connected to one of said vertical rear tubes
with a generally U-shaped stabilizer tube such that said stabilizer
tubes provide a base for supporting said frame,

a plurality of removable side shelves, each side shelf extending
between one of said vertical front tubes and one of said vertical rear
tubes; and

at least one middle shelf removably secured to each of said

vertical front tubes and each of said vertical rear tubes.

29. The merchandiser of claim 28 further comprising an X-brace

assembly secured to said continuous frame.

30. The merchandiser of claim 29 further comprising at least one

header secured to said X-brace assembly.
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31. The merchandiser of claim 28 wherein said continuous frame

is made of metal.
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