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1. 
Genus/species: Hydrangea paniculata. 
Varietal denomination: WIMS RED. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar 
of Hydrangea macrophylla and will be referred to hereafter 
by its cultivar name, WIMS RED. WIMS RED represents 
a new panicle hydrangea, a deciduous shrub grown for land- 10 
Scape use. 
WIMS RED arose as part of an ongoing breeding pro 

gram by the Inventor in Leende. The Netherlands with the 
goal of developing a new cultivar of panicle hydrangea with 
strong stems and inflorescences that change in color from 15 
white to red. WIMS RED originated from a cross made in 
2001 between Pink Diamond (not patented) as the female 
parent and Dharuma (not patented) as the male parent. The 
new Hydrangea was selected as a unique single plant from the 
progeny of the above cross in 2004. 

Asexual propagation of the new cultivar was first accom 
plished by softwood stem cuttings in Rijkevorsel, Belgium in 
2006 under the direction of the Inventor. Asexual propagation 
by Softwood stem cuttings and tissue culture has shown that 
the characteristics of this cultivar are stable and reproduced 25 
true to type in Successive generations. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and 30 
represent the characteristics of the new cultivar. These 
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(57) ABSTRACT 
A new cultivar of Hydrangea macrophylla named WIMS 
RED that is characterized by its inflorescences that emerge 
white in color and change to pink and finally turning red in 
early fall, its long panicles that are broadly conical in shape, 
its strong stems that are red-brown in color, its blooming 
period from summer to early autumn in The Netherlands, and 
its heat and shade tolerance. 
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attributes in combination distinguish WIMS RED as a 
unique cultivar of Hydrangea paniculata. 

1. WIMS RED exhibits inflorescences that emerge white 
in color and change to pink and finally turning red in 
early fall. 

2. WIMS RED exhibits long panicle type inflorescences 
that are broadly conical in shape. 

3. WIMS RED exhibits strong stems that are red-brownin 
color. 

4. WIMS RED blooms from summer to early autumn in 
The Netherlands. 

5. WIMS RED is heat and shade tolerant. 
Pink Diamond, the female parent of WIMS RED, differs 

from WIMS RED in having inflorescences with sterile flo 
rets that emerge white with pink centers and turn bright pink 
as they mature. Dharuma, the male parent of WIMS RED, 
differs from WIMS RED in having inflorescences with ster 
ile florets that emerge white and turn pink as they mature and 
in having a more compact plant habit. WIMS RED can also 
be compared to the cultivar Early Sensation (not patented), 
which is similar in having inflorescences that emerge white 
and turn to red when mature and in having strong red-brown 
stems. Early Sensation differs from WIMS RED in having 
foliage that is darker in color, and in having inflorescences 
that are smaller and less conical in shape. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The accompanying colored photograph illustrates the over 
all appearance and distinct characteristics of the new Hydran 
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gea. The plant in the photograph is about three years in age as 
grown outdoors in a garden in Rijkevorsel, Belgium. 
The photograph in FIG. 1 provides a view of an inflores 

cence of WIMS RED in early summer. 
The photograph in FIG. 2 provides a view of an inflores 

cence of WIMS RED in mid Summer. 
The photograph in FIG. 3 provides a view of an inflores 

cence of WIMS RED in fall. 
The colors in the photographs are as close as possible with 

the digital photography and printing techniques utilized and 
the color codes in the detailed botanical description accu 
rately describe the new Hydrangea. 

BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE PLANT 

The following is a detailed description of four year-old 
plants of WIMS RED as grown outdoors in 7.5-liter con 
tainers in September 2009 in Geves, Brion, France. Pheno 
typic differences may be observed with variations in environ 
mental, climatic, and cultural conditions. The color 
determination is in accordance with The 2007 R.H.S. Colour 
Chart of The Royal Horticultural Society, London, England, 
except where general color terms of ordinary dictionary sig 
nificance are used. 
General description: 

Blooming period.—About 12 weeks from Summer to 
early autumn in The Netherlands. 

Plant habit.—Broadly upright. 
Height and spread.—Reaches 1.8 to 3 m in height and 

width in the landscape, 73 cm in height and 90 cm in 
width as grown in a 6.5-liter container. 

Hardiness.—At least in U.S.D.A. Zones 3 to 8. 
Environmental stresses.—Has shown tolerance to heat 
and shade. 

Diseases resistance.—No Susceptibility or disease resis 
tance has been observed. 

Root description.—Fibrous, dense. 
Propagation.—Softwood stem cuttings. 
Growth rate and vigor:- Vigorous. 

Stem description: 
Stem shape.—Round. 
Stem strength. Very strong. 
Stem color:—New growth: 144C in color and tinged 

with 182C on Sun exposed side, mature growth: 166A 
and sparsely covered with lenticels 5 mm in length 
and 1 mm in width, 1 per 3 sq cm, and 199B to 199C 
in color, mature bark; 199C. 

Stem size.—Average of 38.5 cm in length (excluding 
peduncle) and average of 5 mm in width. 

Stem surface.—Glabrous, dull, mature bark; moderately 
ridged. 

Branching.—A four year old plant will produce 35 lat 
eral branches, pinching improves branching. 

Internode length. —Average of 4.5 cm. 
Foliage description: 

Leafshape.—Ovate. 
Leaf arrangement.—Opposite. 
Leaf division.—Simple. 
Leaf base.—Rounded to truncate. 
Leaf apex. Acute to short apiculate. 
Leaf margins.—Serrated. 
Leaf venation.—Pinnate, color of upper Surface; 152C, 

color of lower surface; 145C. 
Leafsize.—Average of 7.4 cm in length and 4.4 cm in 
width when mature. 
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Leaf attachment.—Petiolate. 
Leaf surface.—Upper Surface; dull and slightly rugose, 

moderately covered with short adpressed Strigose 
hairs; average of 0.5 mm in length, NN155C to 
NN15D in color with veins covered with very short 
hairs; average of 0.75 mm in length, NN155C to 
NN 155D in color, lower surface; dull and slightly 
ruguse, glabrous between veins, veins covered with 
very short hairs; average of 0.75 mm in length, 
NN 155C to NN155D in color. 

Leaf color:- Young foliage upper Surface; 143A, young 
foliage lower surface; 138B, mature foliage upper 
surface; 137B, mature foliage lower surface; color 
between 138B and 147C. 

Petioles.—Average of 9 mm in length and 2 mm in 
width, color; 178A to 178B on upper surface and 
177D on lower surface, surface is smooth and mod 
erately covered with lenticels 0.5 mm in length and 
156D in color. 

Inflorescence description: 
Inflorescence type.- Terminal panicles that are broadly 

conical in shape and comprised of single sterile flow 
ers combined with fertile flowers. 

Lastingness of inflorescence.—Persistent with color 
lasting about 12 weeks. 

Inflorescence number. One per lateral or sublateral 
Stem. 

Inflorescence size.—Average of 14.3 cm in height and 
12.3 cm in diameter. 

Flower number—An average of 80 sterile flowers per 
inflorescence and an average of 300 fertile flowers per 
inflorescence. 

Flower fragrance.—None. 
Flower aspect.—Upright to outward, more drooping 
when fading. 

Flower size.—Sterile flowers; an average of 4.2 cm in 
diameter and 2 cm in depth, fertile flowers; an average 
of 6 mm in diameter and 4 mm in depth. 

Flower buds. Sterile flowers; an average of 1.4 cm in 
length and 8 mm in width, ovate in shape, 145D in 
color, glabrous Surface, fertile flowers; average of 4 
mm in length and 3 mm in width, ovate in shape, 157D 
in color with base 157B, glabrous surface. 

Flower petals.—Sterile flowers; average of 4. rotate in 
arrangement, ovate, concave in shape, acute apex, 
cuneate base, entire margin, 3 mm in length and 1.5 
mm in width, Smooth and slightly glossy on both 
Surfaces, color: upper and lower Surfaces when open 
ing; NN155D, upper surface when fully open; 155A, 
lower surface when fully open; NN155A, fertile flow 
ers; average of 5, rotate in arrangement, ovate in 
shape, acute apex, cuneate base, entire margin, 2.5 
mm in length and 1.5 mm in width, upper Surface is 
Smooth and moderately glossy, lower Surface is 
Smooth and slightly glossy, color: upper and lower 
surfaces when opening; NN155D, upper and lower 
surfaces when fully open; NN155B, colors of both 
Surfaces on sterile and fertile flowers change to match 
sepal coloration changes as they age. 

Peduncles.—Strong, extension of stem, average of 14 
cm in length and 4 mm in width, 166A in color with 
apex 138B, surface is pubescent. 

Pedicels. Sterile flowers; moderate strength, an aver 
age of 1.6 cm in length and 1.5 mm in width, 157D in 
color, surface is dull and moderately pubescent with 
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Very short adpressed hairs, average length of hairs is 
0.75 mm and NN155D in color, held between angles 
of 50°, fertile flowers; an average of 2 mm in length 
and 0.5 mm in diameter, moderate in strength, texture 
is smooth, dull and 145D in color. 

Sepals. Sterile flowers; 4 to 6 (average of 5), un-fused, 
slightly overlapping, rotate in arrangement, smooth 
and dull on both surfaces, broadly ovate to broadly 
obovate in shape, held nearly flat when fully open, 

6 

slightly glossy, both surfaces when opening 157A in 
color, fading to a blend of 62B and 62D in late sum 
mer and 187B in fall. 

Stamens. Sterile flowers; average of 8, filament is an 
average of 2.5 mm in length and NN155C in color, 
anther is an average of 0.5 mm in length, kidney 
shaped and 156D in color, pollen is low in quantity 
and 156C in color, fertile flowers; average of 10, fila 
ment is an average of 3.5 mm in length and NN155C 

entire margin, apex is obtuse, base is cuneate, average 10 in color, anther is double kidney shaped, an average of 
of 2.2 cm in length and 2.1 cm in width, color: when 0.5 mm in length and 156D in color, pollen is low in 
opening upper surface; 157D, when opening lower quantity and 156C in color. 
surface; 155A, when fully open upper surface: 150D, Pistils. in As tly only; yers' stage .. 
h 1 urface: b. 150D and mm in length, style 1s an average of l. mm in e when fully open lower surface; between and and between 157D and 150D in color, stigma is flat 155A, upper and lower surface fading in late summer; tened on the of the style and NN155B in color. a blend of 62B and 62D, upper surface fading color in 

fall; a color between 182B and 184B, lower surface 
fading color in fall; 185A and flushed with 187D, 
fertile flowers; 5, rotate in arrangement, short trian 

Fruit and seed: None observed to date. 
It is claimed: 
1. A new and distinct cultivar of Hydrangea plant named 

gular in shape, apex is broad acute, base is broad ' WIMS RED substantially as herein illustrated and 
cuneate, margin is entire, average of 0.5 mm in length described. 
and 1 mm in width, both surfaces are smooth and ck k < k cic 
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