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the invention consists of the novel features of
construction and the ¢ombination and ar-
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-folded prepératory
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-To all whom it may concern: _ _
Be it known that I, Patrick J. FLanacsN, -

a citizen of the Unifed States, residing at Ev--

erett, in the county of Suffolk and ‘State of
Massachusetts, have
and useful Improvements in Hand-Bags, of

which the following is a specification, refer-

ence being had to
ngs. R : o
This invention relates to Improvemeiits in

the accompanying draw-

-hand bags or satchels of that class which may

be converted-into different sizes by folding
and fastening its parts. R '
One object of the invention is'to provide a

-folding hand bag of this charaeter which will |
inexpensive in construction, .

be simple and ,
neat in appearance when either folded or ex-
tended and strong and durable in use. _

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide an improved flap which serves not only
to fasten the bag material in folded position
but also to conceal the fold and render the
device more ornamental and attractive in
appearance, ’ :

vide an improved foldable bottom for the bag
& » g o

‘with a distending device which ‘mg¥ be fas-
a flat bottom of

tened in position to provide
rectangular or other shape. | R
With the above and other objects in view,

rangement of parts hereinafter fully "de-
seribed and claimed, and illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, in which—-.
‘Figure 1 is a perspective view of the im-
proved hand bag showing it in its opened or
extended position’

is an end view of the bag showing its bottom

rial upon itself to reduce the size of the de-
vice; Fig. 3 is a perspective viewW of the hand
bag in its folded position; Fig, 4 is:a’detail
section taken on the plagie indicated by the
line 4—4 in Fig. 1; and Fig. 5is a detail cross
section through the bottom of the bag show-

ing its distending device. :

In the drawings 1 denotes a hinged f1;a111e'

of the usual construction and 2 the bag ma-
terial which may be leather, cloth, or other

Aflexible material.

In the present embodiment of the'_i'nven-

- tion the bag is adapted to. fold once upon

invented certain new
" 3 secured to the inner

A further object of the invention is to.pro- |

and also showing a por<:
tion of one of its sides broken away; Fig: 2

to folding the bag mate--

Atself to reduce its size one-half and when ex-
tended it is adapted to have a-rectangular
bottom, the shape of which is preserved by a
distending device consisting of two longitu-
dinally extending reinforcing strips or plates
face of the bottom of
the bag. *These strips 3 are of equal size and
each is of slightly less length than the length
of the bottom of the bag and of slightly less
width than half of the width of the bottoimn,
their opposing inner edges being spaced apart
so that they may fold upwardly and in-
wardly toward each other when the bottom

s folded, as shown in F ig. 2 of the-draw-

ings. The distending strips. or devices 3 are
retained in their opened or extended position
shown in Figs. 1 and 5-of the drawings by
means of. wings 4 fornied at the ends of the
.bag. These wings extend inwardly and

when the bag is unfolded or opened their

lower portions fold upon themselves to pro-
- vide supplemental wings or folds 5 which rest -

upon the end portions of the strips 3 and are
retained thereon by detachable fastening de-
vices 6 preferably of the resilient head and

socket type, as illustrated in the drawings.-

Two of the.co-acting fastenings 6 are pro-
vided at each end of the bag, one being for
one end of each of the strips 3, as will be seen
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upon reference to Fig. 1 of the drawings. -

-When the fastenings 6 areloosened the folds
‘orwings 5 straighten up and the wings 4 fold

‘inwardly, as the bottom of the ‘bag folds.
When the bottom is opened or unfolded the |

wings 4 swing out to a flat vertical position
while the wings or folds 5 drop down upon
the bottom so that the co-acting fastenings
.6 may be engaged with each other. It will
be noted that by making the bottom in this
manner with the (%istending strips or devices
3 and with the fastening means for the same,
the bag when extended will have a square
bottom which will be maintained in a flat
position, and at the-same time one which
may be quickly and easily folded when it is
desired to reduce the size of the bag. The

| latter is accomplished by first folding the bot- -

tom to its position shown in Fig. 2 and then
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folding the bag material over upon itself so -

that the portion which forms the bottom of
the bag when extended, will enter beneath
2 flap 7 provided at the uipper edge of the bag
material upon oné side.’ " This flap 7 may be
of any suitable constriction, shape or design,
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but it preferably extends longitudinally -the
full length of the bag so as to effectively hide
the fold in the bag material. It may be or-

‘namented or of any fancy design to-render

the bag miore attractive in appearance. In
addition to these uses, it serves a further
function of fastening the bag material in its

- folded position, the same being accoin-
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plished by providing co-acting or detachable
fastenings 8, preferably, of the resilient head
and socket type, asshown. Three of the co-

acting fastenings 8 are preferably employed, -

one being at the center of the flap and the
other two adjacent its ends, the socket mem-
bers of the fastenings being preferably upon
the under face of the flap and the head mem-

* bers upon the outer face of the bag material

2
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"Fig. 2 of the drawings.
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adjacent to that side edge of its bottom which
is opposite to the side on which the flap 7 is
arranged. -

In operation, assuming the bag to be in its
unfolded or extended position shown in Fig.

1, when it is desired to make the bag smaller-

in size the co-acting fastenings 6 are sepa-~
rated and the wings or folds 4, 5 at the ends

of the bag are Presse'd inwardly, whereupon .

the bottam will fold to its position shown in
The bag material
may be then folded over upon itself so that
its folded bottom portion will enter beneath
the flap 7 and may be retained in such folded
position, as shown in Fig. 3, by engaging the
members of the co-acting fastenings 8 with
each other.

While the preferred embodiment of the in-
vention has been shown and deseribed in de-
tail, it will be understood that various
changes in the form, proportion, arrange-

-ment and details of construction may be

made within the scope of the invention and
without departing from its spirit.

920,852

Having thus described the invention what
is claimed is: _ .

1. A hand bag comprising a hinged {rame,
a bag material securéd thereto and adapted

' to be folded upon itself, said bag material

having end wings to fold inwardly when the
bag is folded and to fold downwardly to pro-
vide supplemental folds to rest upon the {)ot—
tom of the bag when the latter 1s extended,
spaced ‘distending strips upon the bottom of
the bag ddapted to fold together, co-acting
fastening devices on said supplemental folds
or wings adjacent the ends of the bag bottom
to retain the distending strips in open posi-

tion-and provide a flat bottom for the bag -

when extended, a flap to receive the fold of
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the bag beneath it and thereby conceal the -.

fold and co-acting fastening devices on the -

flap and folded portion of the bag material to
retain the bag in folded position.

2. ‘A hand bag comprising a hinged frame,
a bag material secured thereto and adapted
to be folded upon itself and adapted to be se-
cured in folded position, said bag material
having end wings to fold inwardly when the
bag is folded and to fold downwardly to pro-
vide supplemental folds to rest upon the
bottom of the bag when the latter is ex-:
tended, spaced distending strips upon the
bottom of the bag adapted to fold together
and co-acting fastening devices on said sup-
plemental folds or wings adjacent the ends of
the bag bottom to retain the distending
strips in open position and provide a flat bot-
tom for the bag when extended.

In testimony whereof I hereunto aflix my
signature in the presence of two witnesses.

PATRICK J. FLANAGAN.
Witnesses:
Epwarp CRESSWELL,
Avice M. CHAMPLIN.
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