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This-invention relates to articles of varjous kinds used
in- many ‘ways.in various habitable locations, and to cabi-
nets and other holders for containing and retaining articles
of different kinds for convenient accessability and re-
moval of the same kind.

The .invention relates particularly to holders for muiti-
ple small .articles such. as, for example,. albums or.record-
ings, files, books pictures, tile and other objects so that
they can be readily placed in the holder and by a slight
tilt have a substantiai portion exposed for viewing or to
enable each to be readily removed or returned to its initial
position.

Racks or-helders -for square objects of the aforemen-
tioned kind -including record albums have been of con-
struction that the -contents ‘thereof could not be readily
distinguished - or removed without exercising care and
spending ‘a substantial amount of time as well as a sub-
stantial amount of effort looking for and removing the
same, -occasioned -by the necessity to grip and pull the
album forwardly and then remove it, the entire operation
being-manual.

It is an object-of the invention to provide a record
rack or holder for albums or recordings which may be
retained in an easily -accessible and identifiable manner
at all times and supported on a generally horizontal sur-
face joined by a downwardly inclined surface, whereby
when supported upon the generally horizontal surface
only eriough of the album rests thereon so that the album
can:be-engaged and tipped forward causmg it to rest upon
the downwardly inclined surface exposing enough of the
upper portion of the album to be readily accessible and
identifiable.

Another object of the invention is to provide simple,
inexpensive and satisfactory means by which square ob-
jects such as record albums may be held for easy quick
access and identification on a generally horizontal sur-
face with an adjoining downwardly inclined surface onto
which the lower edge of the album can be tipped forward
and its lower edge allowed to rest upon such inclined sur-
face to make readily available identification of the album
or the article or the rearward tipping of the album to
return it to its position on a horizontally supported sur-
face,

Other objects and advantages of the invention will be
apparent from the following description taken in con-
junction with the accompanying drawing wherein:

FIG. 1 is a perspective illustrating one application of
the invention;

FIG. 2, an enlarged section on the line 2—2 of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3, a perspective of a modified type of rack of wire
or other material; and

FIG. 4, a section on the line 4—4 of FIG. 3.

Briefly stated, the invention is a rack or holder for
relatively thin, flat record albums or other objects and
includes a base with a generally horizontal supporting
surface of a width slightly greater than one-half the dis-
tance of the opposite lateral edges of the album so that
the album can rest on such horizontal surface and the
base having a dnwnwardly and forwardly inclined surface
with the joint between such surfaces forming a pivot or
fulcrum so that the album may be overbalanced or tipped
slightly so that it will rest on the inclined surface ex-
posing the upper corner portion of the album to enable
the album to be easily identified and either removed or
tipped back to its initial position, the invention contem-
plating that the horizontal and inclined supporting sur-
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faces be incorporated in a cabinet or in a wire or other
type of rack without a cabinet.

With continued reference to the drawing in accordance
with the present invention two types .of racks are dis-
closed, the first comprising a base having a generally hor-
izontal surface 10 the forward edge of which is connected
to a downwardly extending inclined surface 11 with the
joint between them defining a pivet or . fulcrum -P on
which a confained article can pivot.

Above the surface 20 is a series of gemerally parallel
partitions 12 between which is a series of record albums 13
or other relatively thin flat objects. Such record albums
preferably have identifying marks 14 on each upper
corner portion of the same so that the albums may be
arranged in either right hand or left hand alignment.
The surface 16 from front to back is of a width slightly
greater than one-half the width of the record album or
is slightly wider than the distance from ome edge to the
center of gravity so that the surface 1§ will support the
full weight of the album in its normal position.

The -album . projects forwardly and overhangs the in-
clined. surface 11 and since the record -album is slightly
less than twice the horizental surface 10, a slight tilting
forwardly .of the record album by engagement of the fin-
ger tip with the upper corner of the album will cause
the album to tilt forwardly until it engages the surface 11
rendering its identifying indicia in the upper corner vis-
ible. ‘The-tilting of the album shifts the center of gravity
to the inclined surface and the album will remain .on
such surface until it is tilted back onto the surface
10. A retention ledge 15 is disposed across the entire
front of the surface 11 to prevent the record albums
from sliding out of the holder. It is noted that the sur-
face 11 may be of a width whereby the albums may pivot
directly into contact with the ledge 15 orsuch surface may
be slightly longer to permit limited sliding of the album.
It will be apparent that the farther the ledge 15 is from
the fulcrum P the more the album will be exposed to
sight with the only limitation being the inner edge of
the album should remain between the albums resting on
the horizontal surface so that the album which has been
tilted will not fall sideways.

The aforementioned described structure may be con-
tained within a cabinet 16 or may be made to include
merely the album supporting structure with the remainder
of the cabinet omitted. If desired the album supporting
structure may be incorporated in the cabinet of a conven-
tional record player (not shown).

A modified record rack or holder is disclosed in FIG. 3
including a generally horizontal supporting structure 10’
of wire or the like with forwardly inclined portion 11’.
The rack of this figure may have a pivot bar P’, a pair
of braces 17 and 18 connected to arched end members 19
having depending support engaging legs 20 and 21. At
the rear of the rack there is a retaining ledge or strip
22 and a similar ledge or strip 23 at the front of the rack.
A series of partition members 24 may be located between
the end members to assist in maintaining record albums
13 in upright readily accessible position. This construc-
tion of the pivot bar P’ corresponds to the line which
forms a joint between the horizontal surface 10 and the
inclined forward surface 11.

In operation, record albums or other relatively thin,
flat objects with identifying indicia on at least one side
are placed upon the generally horizontal surface with the
center of gravity thereof located slightly rearwardly of
the fulcrum. The albums may be tilted forwardly onto
the inclined surface by applying a slight pressure with the
fingertip on the desired album. The tilting of the album
will shift the center of gravity onto the inclined surface
and will expose the indicia thereon. If the tilted album
is the one being sought, such album may be removed from



3,245,736

3

the cabinet and the recording therein taken out and played
on the record player. If the album is not the one béing
sought, a slight pressure on the edge of the album will
return the same to the holder. After the recording has

been played, such recording is replaced within the album.

and the album may then be returned to the same location
on the supporting structure or may be placed in any other
desired location thereon.

- It will be apparent that the position of the albums rela-
tive to the supporting surfaces could be reversed so that
the albums would normally rest on the inclined surface
and could be tilted onto the generally horizontal surface.

It will be obvious to one skilled in the art that various
changes may be made in the invention without departing
from the spirit and scope thereof and therefore the inven-
tion is not limited by that which is illustrated in the draw-
ing and described in the specification, but only as indicated
in the accompanying claims.

What is claimed is: :

1. A holder for generally square flat objects comprising

a base having a generally horizontal supporting area
joined by a downwardly inclined supporting area, said
generally horizontal area being of a width slightly greater
than half the width of the square -objects and with . the
joint between such generally horizontal and downwardly

inclined areas providing a pivot or fulcrum about which’

square objects may be tilted by a mere tip of the finger

and when the object is in its forwardly tilted position it:

can be readily identified and removed or by a slight fin-
ger tip action returned to.its initial position. '
2. In a cabinet for holding relatively square flat ob-
jects comprising a rear wall; side walls operatively asso-
ciated with said rear wall, a top operatively associated
with said side and rear walls, and. doors swingably
mounted on said side walls for selective concealment of
an object within the thus provided enclosure, said cabinet
having a base for said objects comprising .a flat general-
ly horizontal supporting surface and a second generally
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flat surface inclined downwardly from the first, said gen-
erally horizontal surface being of a width slightly greater
than half the width of the square objects to be supported
and with the joint between 'such surfaces providing a
pivot or fulcrum about which the objects may be tilted
forwardly and rearwardly by a mere tip of the finger and
a retention ledge on said second surface whereby:when
the object is in its forwardly tilted position a sufficient
portion of it may be viewed to enable identification of
the object_and the object may .be readily removed, or
by a reverse tilt can' be returned to its initial position.

3. The structure of claim. 1 in which said surfaces are
generally solid. )

4. ‘The structure of claim-2 in which said downward-
ly inclined . surface terminates in the retention ledge for
limiting movement of the object at least in one direction,
and with the majority of said square flat objects remain-
ing within-the confines of said side walls, ’
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