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to all whom it may concern: f is a slide having an enlargement or head 
Be it known that I, CARL GOTTLOB SCHUS- f', free to enter between the prongs of the 

TER, a citizen of Saxony, residing at Markneu 
kirchen, in the Kingdom of Saxony, Germany, 
have invented a new and useful Improve 
ment in Stringed Musical Instruments, of 
which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to a stringed musical 

instrument-such as a violin or the like 
which is provided with a tuning-fork attach 
ment. This attachment is so arranged that 
the tuning-fork may be made to vibrate or 
may be prevented from vibrating. Thus a 
player may at all times compare the pitch of 
his strings with the pitch of the fork, while 
the fork will not vibrate when the instrument 
is being played upon. 
The invention consists in the various fea 

tures of improvement, more fully pointed out 
in the claims. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
a longitudinal central section through the 
lower end of a violin. Fig. 2 is a top view of 
the same. Figs. 3 and 4 are side views of the 
slide, showing it in different positions. Fig. 
5 is a cross-section on line ac ac, Fig. 2. 
The letter a represents the finger-board of 

a musical instrument having a tail-piece b, to 
which the strings c are attached, as usual. 
The tail-piece b is grooved lengthwise for the 
reception of a tuning-fork d, secured thereto 
by pine. The prongs of the fork dare turned 
inward at their free ends, as shown, so as to 
he of hook shape. 

tuning-fork. The slide f is slotted, and is se 
cured to the tail-piece b by the screwg. When 
the head f' is introduced between the prongs 
of the tuning-fork, as in Fig. 1, such prongs 
are prevented from vibrating. 

If the instrument is to be tuned, the slide 
is pushed forward. It will first arrive in the 
position shown in Fig. 3, in which the head 
f' distends the prongs of the fork. Next it 
will arrive in the position shown in Fig. 4 to 
clear the fork. In this way the prongs of the 
fork, having been suddenly distended and 
liberated, will vibrate and sound. Thus the 
instrument may be easily tuned. 
I claim as my invention 
1. The combination of a stringed musicalin 

strument with a tuning-forkd secured thereto, 
and with the slide f, adapted to engage said 
fork, substantially as specified. 

2. The combination of a stringed musicalin 
strument with a tuning-fork d secured thereto 
and having hook-shaped prongs, and with 
slidef, having head f', adapted to engage the 
fork, substantially as specified. 

In testimony whereof Ihave signed my name 
to this specification in the presence of two sub 
scribing witnesses. 

CARL GOTTLOB SCHUSTER, 
Witnesses: 

JNO. W. STOVALL, 
LEANDER PAUL SCHUSTER, 
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