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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-4

A process as defined in independent claim 1, i.e. a process
for preparation of gel cationic exchange resins by
sulfonation of styrene divinylbenzene copolymer gel resin
beads comprising reacting sulfuric acid with the beads,
without the addition of a chlorine-containing swelling
agent, in a mixture of the sulfuric acid and the beads, at a
temperature above the glass transition temperature of the
copolymer beads.

2. claim: 5

A process as defined in independent claim 5, i.e. a process
for preparation of gel cationic exchange resins by
sulfonation of gel-like styrene-divinylbenzene copolymer
beads comprising reacting sulfuric acid with the beads,
without the addition of a chlorine-containing swelling
agent, in a mixture of the sulfuric acid and the beads
wherein concentrated sulfuric acid is added to the mixture
during sulfonation to maintain a concentration of sulfuric
acid in the mixture of greater than about 90 percent by
weight.

3. claims: 6-16

A process as defined in independent claim 6, 1.e. a process
for preparation of gel cationic exchange resins by
sulfonation of gel-l1ike styrene-divinylbenzene copolymer
beads having cross-link density of greater than 5 percent,
the process comprising sulfonating the bead copolymers in
sulfuric acid, for less than 8 hours at 125 to 160°C,
without the addition of a chlorine-containing swelling
agent.
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