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To all whom it may CORCern:

Be it known that I, JAcoB ELSON, a citizen
of the United States, and a resident of Phila-
delphia, Pennsylvania, have invented certain

5 Improvements in Suspender-Clasps, of which
the following is a specification.

My invention is based upon that for which
T obtained Letters Patent No. 307,382, Octo-
ber 29,1884, the object of my present improve-
ment being to adapt the clasp shown and
claimed in said patent for use in connection
with the shoulder-straps and waist-straps of
suspenders.

In the accompanying drawings, Figare 1 is
15 a front view of my improved clasp, sufficient
of the shoulder-strap and waist-straps being
shown to illustrate the way of applying the
clasp; Fig. 2, a perspective view of the clasp
closed; Fig. 3, asimilar view of theclasp open,
and Fig. 4 a view showing a modified con-
struction of the clasp.

The clasp shown in my above-mentioned
patent was adapted for a suspender-clasp by
using the same in aposition the reverse of that
shown in the patent, the projection on the edge
of the body-plate of the clasp being attached
to the waist-straps; but when the clasp is in-
tended for use with suspenders I prefer to
modify the construction of the same in the
manner shown in the drawings.

A represents part of the shoulder-strap of
one of a pair of suspenders; B B, part of the
two waist-straps to be connected thereto, and
D the clasp whereby this connection is ef-
focted. 'The main portion of this clasp is simi-
lar to that described in my former patent, and
comprises a plate, a, one end of which is bent
over, so as to form an-elastic tongue, b, the
opposite end of the plate being bent over fo
form a hook, d, overlapping the end of the
tongue and serving as a retainer therefor, as
shown in Fig. 2, the back plate or the hook,
or both, possessing such elasticity that said
hook can be readily sprung back away from
45 the end of the tongue b when it is desired to

release the same. (See Fig. 3.)

When the strap A is inserted between the
plate ¢ and tongue b of the clasp, and sald
tongue b is retained by the hook d, the strap

5o will be held so firmly that it cannot move lon-
gitudinally, the hold upon the strap being
increased by providing the tongue b with in-
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i plate a,

wardly-projecting barbs or spurs /> asshown;

or these spurs may, if desired, be formed upon
the back plate, or both the latter and the 53
tongue may be provided with spurs.

On the lower edge of the tongue b is a pro-
jection, g, which is constructed for the recep-
tion and retention of the attachment at the
upper ends of the waist-straps B. The con- 6¢
struction of the projection will therefore vary
to suit the character of this attachment; bub
in general the projection will either be made
in the form of a hook to receive a ring oreye,
or it will be in the form of an eye or loop to 6:
receive a folded strip, loop, or hook ab the up-
per end of the waist-straps.

As shown in Figs. 1, 2, and 3 of the draw-
ings, the projection g is bent af the lower
end to form a hook, m, and a tongue, n, is 7
struck up from the body of theprojection, S0
that its free end bears upon the inside of the
hook m, a snap-hook being thus formed for
the reception of a ring, p, which is connected
by a folded strip, ?, of leather or other suit- ;:
able material, to the upper ends of the waist-
straps B.

In Fig. 41 have shown a simpler form of the
device, in which the projection g has a slot,
w, so as to form aloop adapted directly tothe 8
folded strip ¢ of the waist-straps. ’ :

The clasp, being made of one piece of metal,
is simpler and cheaper than the usual clasps,
which consist of several pieces. -

The elastic tongue b may be at the back of 8,
the clasp instead of in front, and the projec-
tion g may be on the plate « instead of on the
tongue b, this being a matter of choice.

I elajm as my invention—

The within-described clasp, consisting of the ¢
the elastiec tongue b, the retainer d,
and the projection g, the latter having a hook
or loop, and the plate or tongue having an in-
wardly-projecting portion or portions,f, where-
by the slipping of the clasp is prevented, as ¢
set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed my name
to this specification in the presence of two sub-
seribing witnesses.

JACOB ELSON.

‘Witnesses:

HENRY BOSSERT,
HARRY SMITIH.




