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To all whom it invay concern: 
Beit known that I, CORN ELIUS MIA HONEY, 

of the city, county, and State of New York, 
have invented or discovered a new and useful 
Musical Notation in Raised or Embossed Let 
ters and Characters for the Use of the Blind; 
and I do hereby declare the following to be a 
full, clear, and exact description of the same, 
reference being had to the accompanying illus 
trations thereof, forming a part of this speci 
fication. . . . . . . . 
The following is a description of said inven 

tion. . . . 

In the old system of writing music five par 
allel lines, with the intermediate spaces, called 
a “staff, are used. On these lines and spaces 
certain characters, called “notes,’ which are 
the representatives of the length of sound, are 
placed. These lines and spaces are named 
from the first seven letters of the alphabet. In 
stead of the lines and spaces, I employ the let 
ters, notes, or characters themselves, raised 
or embossed, attaching to those letters all the 
various sounds and signs used in the old sys 
tem to indicate all the various changes which 
may take place in any musical composition. 
My improvement consists in the combina 

tion of raised or embossed letters and notes, 
so as to represent music for the blind. 
To enable others skilled in the art to use my 

invention, I will proceed to describe the same 
with referehce to the illustrations. 

Central C is taken by all the composers as 
the dividing-line between the bass and treble. 
In my system a line is drawn between F-sharp 
and G-flat, the first above centralC, which serves 
as the treble-staff. Then ailine drawn between 
F-sharp and G-flat, the first below central C, 
serves as the bass-staff, all the notes occur 
ring between the first F-sharp above central 
C and G-flat, an octave above, to be written 
horizontally above the treble-line; all the notes 
occurring between the first G-flat above central . 
C and the first F-sharp, an octave below that 
G-flat, to be written horizontally below the 
treble-line; all the notes occurring between 
the first F-sharp below central Cand the first 
G-flat, an octave above that note, to be written 
horizontally above the bass-line; all the notes 
occurring between the first G-flat below cen 
tral C and the first F-sharp, an octave below 
that note, to be writtenhorizontally below the 

bass-line. Notes occurring in octaves ascend 
ing or descending above or below those already 
described may be horizontally written above 
an additional line in the treble or below an 
additional line in the bass. 

Lines unay be drawn between any other two 
notes on the piano, as well as between F-sharp 
and G-flat, and music written in the same man 
ner. My object in having my line between F 
sharp and G-flat, as before described, is to have 
the bass and treble staff in the old system more 
at my command to copy music from. 

Eeamples in the bass and treble staff. : 

Central C F 

B bG. 
- at 

The T at the end of the upper line is the 
sign for the treble, or the part to be played 
with the right hand. The B at the end of the 
lower line is the sign for the bass, or the part 
to be played with the left hand. 

2 cample in G major, critten in octaves com 
mencing at the first G below central C for the 
right hand, and at the second G below central 
C for the left, and running three octaves to the 
right. 

g a b c def 
T: g a lic def 
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} g at b c clef 
B: of all a clef 

of (t b c clef 
Ekramples in harmony. 

If two or more notes in different octaves are 
struck together, they are represented thus: 

T 7 (7 g g g g - C g-0 
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Example in octaves. 
T g a be def 

} g a b c d e if 
B' g a b c 'd ef 

g a b c def 
Example in full chords and sevenths. 

T: g-b-dfa-e-eg-b-d a-e g-blf-a. 
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g a Tig d e di 
Of the notes and rests. 

A semibreve is designated thus: a 
A minimis designated thus: & 
A crotchet is designated thus: 

A quaver is designated thus: it 
F A semiquaver is designated thus: 

A demisemiquaver is designated thus: AF 

9 

A. hemidemisemiquaver is designated thus: 
Af 
A semibreverest is designated thus: 1. 
A minim is designated thus: av 
A crotchet is designated thus: 
A quaver is designated thus: 7 
A semiquaver is designated thus: T1 
A demisemiquavei is designated thus: T7 
if hemidemisemiquaver is designated thus: 
Thus the embossed letterrepresents the sound 

of the note or the key of the organ or piano, or 
the string of the violin, or hole of the flute, &c., 
and the embossed note or character attached 
totheletter designates the length of that sound. 

Having thus fully described the nature and 
object of my invention, what I claim therein 
as new, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, 
S- . 
The combination of letters and characters or 

notes in embossed prinit, so as to represent 
music for the blind, substantially as set forth. 

hi 

CORNELIUS XMAHONEY. 
Witnesses: a 

A. B. STOUGHTON, 
E. COHEN. 
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