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This invention relates to improyements in which provides no positive inter-lock between 
wainsCoting constructions wherein a plu 

| rality of matched boards are joined in super 
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posed edge to edge relation to form the wain 
Scoting. 
The primary object of the present inven 

tion is to provide an improved form of 
tongue and groove joint between the edges of 
adjacent boards used in wainScoting of the 
above kind, whereby the construction may be 
conveniently and expeditiously erected in a 
neat and uniform manner. · 
A further object is to form the wain 

scoting elements or boards that they, when 
erected, will produce an accurate imitation 
tile wainScoting representing a simple and 
durable substitute for ordinary interior tile 
wainScoting construction. · 

Other and more specific objects will be 
come apparent as the nature of the invention 
is better understood, and the same consists 
in the novel form, combination and arrange 
ment of parts hereinafter more fully de 
scribed, shown in the accompanying drawing 
and claimed. · · 
In the drawing, wherein like reference 

characters indicate corresponding parts 
throughout the several views, 

Figure 1 is a fragmentary elevational 
view of an imitation tile wainscoting con 
struction embodying the present invention; 

Figure 2 is a vertical section taken upon 
line 2-2 of Figure 1; · 

Figure 3 is an enlarged fragmentary ver 
tical section showing more clearly the form 
of joint provided between the edges of ad 
jacent boards as illustrated in Figure 2; and 

Figure 4 is a fragmentary horizontal sec 
tion taken upon line 4-4 of Figure 1. 

Referring more in detail to the drawing 
5 are the wainscoting elements or matched 
boards, each of which is provided on one 
longitudinal edge with a tongue 6 and in 
its opposite longitudinal edge with a groove 
7. The tongue 6 has a convex front side 
or face 8 that extends substantially two 
thirds the thickness or width of the tongue 
and joins with a concave rear face or side 
9 of the tongue, the faces 8 and 9 being ar 
ranged in upwardly converging relation So 
that the point of the tongue,is non-overhang 
ing. The groove 7 has a concave front side 
and a convex rear side conforming to the 
shape of the corresponding sides of the 
tongue 6, and by reason of the non-overhang 
ing form of the tongue, a joint is formed 

adjacent boards such as will require relative 
angular positioning of the boards when 
joining the same. In other words, the 

· tongue 6 may be entered into the groove 7 
by simply moving one board toward the 
other in the same plane. 
As shown clearly in the sectional views of 

Figures 2 and 3, the groove 7 is of lesser 
depth than the tongue 6, while the concave 
rear face 9 of the tongue merges with the 
rear face of the board as at 10 so as to leave 
a spage at 11 between adjacent edge portions 
of adjacent boards at the rear side of the 
tongue and groove. This space furnishes 
clearance into which dirt or the like may 
settle so as to not interfere with the proper 
Seating of the tongue of one board in the 
groove of the adjacent board. 
The convex front side 8 of the tongue 6 

joins with the body of the board 5 at the 
base of the tongue a slight distance rear 
Wardly of the front face of the board so that 
a horizontal groove or space 12 is left be 
tween adjacent edges of the joined adjacent 
boards at the front of the tongue and groove 
joint, in view of the further fact that the 
tongue is of greater depth than the groove 
in which it seats. The edges of the boards 
have their front corners rounded as at 13 
so that the grooves 12 are given a flat bottom 
round-edged shape, and similar vertical 
grooves 14 are formed across the front faces 
of the boards, whereby, in the completed 
wainScoting construction, the grooves 12 and 
14 define the boundary of square portions, 
representing erected square block tile. The 
yertical grooves 14 are spaced apart at regu 
lar intervals or distances corresponding to 
the width of the boards 5 so that the square 
imitation tile formation is had. 
From the above description, it will be 

apparent that the tongues 6 of the boards 
5 taper from a wide base nearly as wide as 
the thickness of the board to a point where 
the front and back faces of the tongue meet, 
and by correspondingly shaping the front 
and rear sides of the groove 7, a joint is 
provided which is free from friction or 
binding such as will interfere with the ready 
joining or erection of the boards in the super 
posed edge to edge relation as shown in 
Figure 2. Moreover, as the convex face 8 
of the tongue extends substantially two 
thirds the thickness or width of the tongue, 
the nails 15 may be readily driven through 
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the tongues into the supporting studs 16 
without causing splitting under ordinary 
conditions. Moreover, the convex form of 
the front face of the tongue 6 enables the 
complete driving of the nails without the 
use of a nail set. 
A still further point of advantage with 

reference to the present joint for the boards 
is that no opening or crack will be lett at 
the front side of the tongue and groove joint 
should the tongue fail to completely enter 
the groove of the adjacent board for any rea 
son. In view of this fact there will be ab 
sence of cracks which must be puttied to 
produce the solid effect of mortar between 
the boards, the same as when they are prop 
erly joined. · · 

| The present wainscoting construction fur 
ther embodies a relatively thick base board 
17 having a tongue 6" along its upper longi 
tudinal edge corresponding in form to that 
of the tongues 6 of the boards 5 and adapted 
to enter the groove 7 in the lower longitudi 
nal edge of the lowermost board 5 as shown 
in Figure 2. Furthermore, the present con 
struction embodies a relatively thick top 
finishing strip 18 having a groove 7" formed 
in its lower longitudinal edge and adjacent 
the back face thereof, which groove 7 is 
similar in form to the grooves 7 of the boards 
5 and is adapted for reception of the tongue 
on the upper edge of the uppermost board 5. 
The finishing strip 18 is provided with ver 
tical grooves 14" similar to and at spaced 
intervals corresponding to the distances be 
tween the grooves 14 of the boards 5. In 
erecting the construction, the boards 5 and 
finishing strip 18 are arranged with the 
grooves 14 and 14 in vertical alinement to 
secure the square tile appearance referred to 
above. Molding strip 20 may be provided 
at the juncture of the base board 17 with 
the floor of the room, and this molding strip 
may be either formed separate as illustrated 

· or integral with the base board 17. After 
the base board, the matched boards 5 and 
finishing strip 18 have been erected as shown, 

· their exposed front faces or surfaces are 
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completely coated with white enamel or the 
like as indicated at 21, thereby completing 
the glazed, tile surface appearance of the 
imitation tile wainScoting contruction. 
The finishing strip or cap 18 has a beveled 

top slanting upward from the face of the 
cap to a point where the top and back of the 
cap meet for the purpose of conducting 
water to the outer face of the cap instead of 
allowing it to remain on the cap or to find 
its way back of the wainscoting whenever 
said water through condensation of steam 
or otherwise finds its way on said cap. The 
bottom edge of the base board 17 is beveled 
from face to back so that the same will set 
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down tight to the floor and enable the mould 
ing 20 to be dispensed with, if desired. it withus beseen that I have provided an 
imitation tile wainscoting construction in 
which the several elements, may be conven 
iently joined in an effective and expeditious 
manner by any carpenter. It will also be 
seen that the construction will be consider 
ably more durable than ordinary tile con 
struction although a great deal more simple 
and inexpensive. Furthermore, due to the 
upwardly conyerging relation of the convex 
and concave sides of the tongue and groove, 
the joining of the boards may be readily ef 
fected without requiring hammering of the 
same together and consequent mutilation of 
the boards or consumption of time, 
Minor changes may be made without de 

parting from the spirit and scope of the in 
vention as claimed. · 
What I claim as new is:- 
1. In a wainscoting construction, a wain 

Scoting element comprising a board having a 
tongue formed on one longitudinal edge and 

70 

75 

80 

85 

a complemental groove formed in the other 
longitudinal edge thereof, said tongue haw 
ing outwardly converging front and rear 
sides respectively of convex and concave 
form, said tongue being wider at its base 

· than the groove. 
2. In a wainscoting construction, a wain 

Scoting element naping a board having 
a tongue formed on one longitudinal edge 
and a complemental groove formed in the 
other longitudinal edgethereof, said tongue 
having outwardly converging front and rear 
sides respectively of convex and concave 
form, said tongue being of greater depth 
than the groove. · 

3. In a wainScoting construction, a wain 
Scoting element comprising a board having a 
tongue formed on one longitudinal edge and 
a complemental groove formed in the other 
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longitudinal edge thereof, said tongue hav 
ing outwardly converging front and rear 
sides respectively of convex and concave 
form, the convex front side of the tongue 
extending a distance less than the thickness . 
of the tongue. · | 

4. In a wainsCoting construction, a wain 
Scoting element comprising a board having a 
tongue formed on one longitudinal edge and 
a complemental groove formed in the other 
longitudinal edge thereof, said tongue hav 
ing outwardly converging front and rear 
sides respectively of convex and concave 
form, the convex front side of the tongue 
extending a distance less than the thickness 
of the tongue, the concave rear side of the 
tongue merging with the rear face of the 
board. · 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 
WILLIAM T. GRAY. 
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