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1. - 

This invention relates in general to a grip for 
golf clubs, rackets, and the like, and is more 
particularly described as a modified surfacing of 
leather spirally Wrapped around and Secured to 
a handle with the lateral edges forming butt 
joints. - - - - - - - . . . . . r 

An important object of the invention is to 
provide a firm grip with an inwardly turned 
groove at the butt joints and With pleasantly 
yielding surfaces between the joints affording an 10 
improved security of the manual engagement or 
hold. On the grip. - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Further objects of the invention are to pro 
wide butt edges turned inwardly. So that they 
are not easily turned up or puckered by cons lis 
tinued use; an improved cushioning effect is 
obtained between the butt edges; and anim 
proved appearance of the grip is provided with 
out Sacrificing anything in the manner of ap 
plying a grip of this kind to a handle. . . . . 
Other objects of the invention will appear in 

the specification and Will be apparent from the 
accompanying drawings in which, - 

Fig. 1 is an elevational view of a golf club 
handle to which the grip of this invention is 2s 
applied; - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view showing a portion 
of the grip partially Wrapped upon a handle; - 

Fig. 3 is a cross Section of one margin of the 
strip showing how it is skived on the bottom be- 30 
fore burnishing; - 

Fig. 4 is a cross section of a grip as taken on 
the line 4-4 of Fig.2 as it is applied to a handle; 

Fig. 5 is a cross sectional view as taken on the 
line 5-5 of Fig. 2; and . . . . . . . . . . 

Fig. 6 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional 
view of a grip curved and with the slits open as 
they would be in application of the grip to a 
handle. 
Most golf clubs flare outwardly at the top end 40 

of the shaft, as this taper conforms to the grip 
ping of the hands in providing a proper and 
comfortable grasp or hold of the club and also 
to avoid possible slipping. This flaring at the 
top where the grip is started in winding it has 45 
always presented a difficulty when the leather 
grips are of a tight fiber and not as pliable as 
they should be for this particular purpose. The 
first grip applying operation consists in tacking 
one corner of the grip on to a flared wooden 50 
plug at the end of the handle, and when start 
ing the winding, the first portion of the strip is 
pulled on or lasted so that it will cover the Small 
tack head and from there on down, it is pulled 
under tension and the edges are butted together 55 

as closely and neatly as possible. After the grip 
is started at the top of the shaft, a little glue is 
brushed on at intervals as the strip is wound 
down the shaft. - - - - The grip is pulled and laid on under tension 
in order to take out whatever stretch there may 
be in the handle, for if this is not down, the 
grip may loosen in a Short period of time. After 
thie"grip is put on and fastened at the bottom, 
the gripped portion of the shaft is held on a 
flat surface and rolled with a heavy metal ironer 
to make sure the entire. leather area is pressed 
tightly against the under listing. This is an in 
Surance that the entire leather substance con 
forms to the flaring and cylindrical Shape of 
the shaft and will not pucker at any spot where 
tension may have been lost. 

Referring now more particularly to the draw 
ings, the grip is a long strip 8 of leather of uni 
form width, adapted to be wrapped spirally 
about the shaft of a golf club to form a handle, 
or about the handle portions of rackets, and 
the like, to provide a manually engageable Sur 
face. The strip. 8 is originally cut with its side 
edges parallel and at right angles to itStop Sur 
face 0 and its bottom. Surface, 2, the thickness 
of the leather being substantially, uniform. The 
margins are angularly skived to form a tapered 
edge 4 at each under side of the strip. 
The skived and tapered edges are burnished 

Subjecting the outer margin of the skiving to a 
searing heat which causes the top grain or, outer 
surface 9 of the leather to curl oppositely at 
the edge? 6 toward the bottom side and down to 
the plane of the bottom surface 12. While the 
Searing is applied primarily, at the edge, it is 
applied with diminishing effect to the bottom 
surface inwardly from the edge, tending by con 
tracting the ski ind tapered portion 4 down 
into the plane of the bottom surface so that in 
effect, the beveling is transposed into the curved 
edge. 6. . . . . . . . . kis. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
This change of, the shape of the grip may be 

aided by pressure between appropriately formed 
rollers applied, along with the burnishing action, 
the roller engaging the upper surface being 
Smooth, but the roller engaging the bottom or 
under Surface having annular grooves which 
produce corresponding grooves 8 extending 
lengthwise along the margins of the strip in the 
botton Surface only. One purpose of these 
grooves is to Serrate the edge surface so that an 
adhesive applied thereto will attach the grip 
more firmly along the margins. 

Extending the full length of the strip are 

  



2,518,655 
3 

parallel transverse cuts or slits 20 which extend 
only partway through the material from the 
upper surface thereof and which terminate be 
fore the tapered and rounded edges of the grip 
so that cuts do not extend into or weaken the 
edge portions. These cuts are close together and 
uniform in depth and they provide a yielding 
portion between the curled edges of the grip. 

In spirally wrapping the grips upon the han 
dies, they are subjected to considerable longi 

5 

10 
tudinal tension. If the material has non-elastic 
soft spots with low tensile strength, they may 
be permanently stretched out of shape which 
makes it difficult to wrap the strips with accu 

15. rate abutment. The marginal burnishing of 
this invention overcomes this objection by the 
contractive effect of the burnishing and also by 

4 
restriction or limitation of the invention as vari 
ous changes may be made in the construction, 
combination and arrangement of the parts With 
out departing from the spirit and scope of the 
invention. 

1. A handle grip for golf clubs, rackets, and the 
like, comprising a strip of leather Wrapped 
Spirally about the handle with lateral edges in 
butt joint relation, the marginal edges being ta 
pered at the under sides and curled inwardly at 
the outer Surface to provide a Spiral groove fol 

... lowing the butt joint, and the outer surface of 
the strip having parallel transverse slits extend 
ingoniy partially through the strip and terminat 
ing at a distance from the edge at each side of 
the strip. 

the firming and hardening of the margins which 
deprives the soft spots of their tendency to 
stretch by strengthening the margins. 
When this grip is applied and secured ad 

hesively, it does not tend to come loose at the 
margins because of the inwardly turned edges 
which have a bead-like roundness, tending to 
make them slide over each other into proper 
abutting relation during the Wrapping Operation. 
The grooves formed by the curved edges 6 add 
materially to the engagement of a player's hands 
upon the club with no sharp edges extending up 
wardly or to irritate the hands. The downwardly 
curled edges tend to form a noticeable hardneSS 
between the edges were it not for the provision 
of the cushioning cuts or slits extending through 
out the entire grip except at the edgeS. These 
slits are not sufficiently deep or close together to 
provide tongues or portions of material which 
tend to become loose or disengaged from the grip, 
and the slits are not sufficiently wide. So that 
they tend to afford a space for the deflection of 
the slit portions, but because the Slits are numer 
ous and close together and Spread apart more at 
the surface when wrapped about a handle aS 
shown in Fig. 6, they do provide a yielding and 
resilient effect which causes the hands and fin 
gers of a player to adhere closely thereto, giving 
him the feeling that he has a firm grasp. of the 
club so that it does tend to turn readily in the 
hand when a golf ball is engaged by the club. . 
With this construction, a new and improved 

grip is provided which does not differ objection 
ably in appearance from other conventional gripS. 
The appearance of the surface resulting from 
transverse slits is like the texture of a material 
and combined with the inwardly grooved edges. 
The grip is actually pleasing and desirable in 
addition to the above mentioned quality of af 
fording better manual contact and engagement. 
While this grip has been particularly described 

as applied to a golf club, the same advantages are 
obtained in applying the grip to playing rackets 
for various games. The construction may also 
be applied to handles of implements or for any 
other use where a manual grip is desirable. 
While the preferred construction has been de 

Scribed in some detail, it should be regarded by 
Way of illustration and example rather thana, 
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2. A handle grip for golf clubs, racketS, and the 
like, comprising a strip of leather wrapped 
spirally around the handle with lateral edges in 
butt joint relation, the marginal edges being ta 
pered at the under sides and curled inwardly at 
the Outer Surface to provide a spiral groove foll 
lowing the butt joint, and the outer Surface of 
the strip having parallel transverse slits extend 
ing only partially through the Strip and terminat 
ing at a distance from the edge at each side of 
the strip and the transverse slits being opened 
more at the outer edges when applied to the 
curved surface of a handle to provide a yielding 
and resilient gripping effect. 

3. A handle grip for golf clubs, rackets, and the 
like, comprising a Strip of leather Wrapped 
Spirally about the handle with lateral edges in 
butt joint relation, the marginal edges being ta 
pered at the under sides and curled inwardly at 
the outer Surface to provide a spiral groove fol 
lowing the butt joint, the outer surface of the 
Strip having parallel transverse slits extending 
Only partially through the strip and terminat 
ing at a distance from the edge at each side of 
the strip, and the under surface of the strip hav 
ing parallel longitudinal serrated grooves at the 
edges Only beyond the ends of the transverse 
SlitS to receive an adhesive which will attach 
the grip more firmly along the margins when 
applied to a handle. 
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