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This invention relates to new and useful 
improvements in holders for retaining 
swinging doors in open position, the inven 
tionainning to provide a holder preferably 
for use in association with automobile ga 
rage doors so as to permit the operator of a 
machine to drive the same into the garage 
without any danger of the door Swinging in 
the direction of the car, which frequently re 
sults in damage to fenders, the breakage of 
windows, et cetera. 
One of the main objects of the invention is 

to provide a holder that is extremely simple 
of construction, inexpensive of manufacture, 
and highly efficient in operation. 
Other objects will become apparent as th 

nature of the invention will be understood, 
the same comprising the novel form, combi 
nation, and arrangement of parts hereinafter 
more fully described, shown in the accom 
panying drawing and claimed. 
In the drawing wherein like reference 

characters indicate corresponding parts in 
both of the views: 

Figure 1 is a detail longitudinal section 
of the holder, and 

Figure 2 is a perspective thereof. 
Now having particular reference to the 

drawing, wherein there is disclosed the most 
preferred embodiment of the invention with 
which I am at this time familiar, 5 repre 
sents a container preferably of rectangular 
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configuration as disclosed. This container 
is open at its top side in actual practice, is 
to be arranged within a pit formed in the 
floor of the garage adjacent the wall thereof 
toward which the garage door will Swing 
when being moved to open position. 
After the container has been arranged 

within said pit, a cover plate 6 is disposed 
thereon, which cover plate is of greater 
width and length than the container, as dis 
closed in both the figures. Opposite ends of 
the cover plate the same are provided with 
openings 7-7 so that the plate may be se 
cured to the floor surface by bolts, screws or 
other fastening means 8-8. 

Said cover plate 6 is formed with an open 
ing that is of predetermined width and of 
a length equivalent to the length of the con 
tainer 5. Pivoted within the container at 
the top 

at the pivoted end thereof, and at its top side 
side and adjacent one end as at 9 is 

an elongated metallic plate 10, that is formed 

With an inclined latch head 11 upon which 
the lower edge of the door will engage for 
forcing the plate downwardly against the 
action of an expansible conical spring 12 
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bearing at one end upon the bottom wall of 
the container 5, and at its upper end upon 
the under side of the plate 10 adjacent the 
free end thereof. The free end of the plate 
is formed with a transverse lug 13 that will 
engage beneath an inwardly directed flange 
14 upon the adjacent end of the container 
for limiting the upward swinging move 
ment of the plate within the container. 
The free end of the plate 10 is formed 

with a vertical foot piece 15 so that the 
plate can be manually forced downwardly 
against the action of the spring 12 for ob 
viously permitting the door to be swung. In 
a reverse direction over the inclined head 11. 
The detail operation of a device of this 

character Will be at once apparent by re 
viewing the foregoing specification in ac 
companiment with the present drawing, and 
even though I have herein shown and de 
scribed the device as consisting of certain 
structural elements it is nevertheless to be 
understood that some changes may be made 
therein without affecting the spirit and scope 
of the appended claim. 
Having thus described the invention, what 

I claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent is:- 
In a door holder of the character de 

Scribed, a container open at its top side only, 
a lever pivoted at one end within the top 
side of the casing and at one end thereof, a 
head formed upon the top surface of the 
lever adjacent the pivoted end thereof and 
inclining upwardly from said pivoted end, 
means within the container for normally 
maintaining the lever in horizontal position 
within the open side of the container, a ver 
tical foot piece rising from the free end of 
the lever being taller than the head and 
having a lateral extension at its upper end 
extending away from the free end of the 
lever, said free end of the lever being pro 
vided with a stop projection and said con 
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tainer being provided with a stop projection 
with which the first projection abuts when 
the lever is in a horizontal position. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 

FRANK CHIAPPARELLI. 
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