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To all whom it may concern: ‘ '
Be it known that I, Mavcorar W. Epesr, a
citizen of the United States of Amer 1ca, re-
siding at Grosse Pomte, in the city of De-
troit and county of Wayne, State of Michi-
gan, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Ganging Hooks for Belt-
Fasteners, of Whmh the followmfr is'a speci-
fication, reference being had. thelem to the

accompanying d*’awmgs
The invention relates to improvements in
belt fasteners and to the construction of

gangs of staple-shaped hooks, as more fully.

hereinafter described and partlcul‘l rly point-

ed out in the claims.

In the drawings: Figure 1 is a perspective
view of.a portxon of the end-of a belt con-
nected by my improved device, showing the
connecting-strip parti ally removed I‘m 9
is an end elevation of the gang of hOOkb,
Fig. 3 is a side elevation thereof; Fig. 4is a
top plan thereof; and Fig. 5 is a perspectlve
of the connecting-strip.

At the present time a well-known mems
the meeting ends of belts is to
secure to each end a séries of staple-shaped
books, A, interlocking the loop ends of these
hoeoks ubon the ad;mmne' ends of the belt,
H, and passing s pin through, which locks
them  pivotally together.
usuaily sold in bulk, and to apply them the

“hooks are picked out separately and dropped

into slots in a machine until the desired
number has been assembled for the belt, the

belt inserted and the hocks collapsed to-se-

cure them to the belt. These hooks in bulk
interlock with each other so that it requires
some little time to pick out the desired num-
ber, and it also takes time to put them in
the machine. This not only means the Joss
of time of the inan-but possibly of a ma-

' nchme or m‘whmes which the belt was driv-
© . ing——so that it is a material desudemtum to
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‘ do the work promptly as possible.

It has been proposed to gang the hooks

--and my invention is an improved form or

~means of temporarily holding them in .
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gangs, so that they may be more quickly

picked out of the box and placed in the ma-’

chine.
A represents the hooks—which are sub-

These hooks are

stantially V-shaped, or staple-shaped, with
mmwardly-projecting prongs, or teeth, B, at
their ends. The two legs, C and D, of these
staple-shaped hooks, are of uneoual length,
so as to stagger the location of tbe teeth en-
tering the belt. It is customary to alternate
the long and short legs on each side for this
purpose.

To secure.a series or gang of these hooks
together, I make a corrugated strip E, pre{-
erably of thin metal, the comuoatwns bemO'
spaced the desired distance the hooks are to
be placed, and secure all of these strips to
the legs of the series of staples, on one side.
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This may be done by any suitable cement,

pleferably by a pyroxylin cement. T may,
and preferably do, put two of these secur-
ing- strips on,.one on each side, and leave a
thrhtl} ‘projecting end portion F. It i3
obvious that this secures the series or gang
together, so that they may be taken up to-
O'ether and placed in position in the ma-
mnn& and that the alternate arrangement
of the long and short legs is assured if the
gauging is plopeuy done The side strips
may 7 be left on bt it is prefelable to remove
ther.

~When applied to the belt, by taking hold
of the projecting end po1hons of the strips,
they may be torn off. This is very easily
done, as the operation of connecting them to
the ‘helt will break or loosen the cement‘so

that in many cases the strips will be actually.

or nearly disconnected.
TVhat I claim as my inventiocn is:

1. A series of staple-shaped lacing hooks
and ganging-strips arranged across the
outer taces of both legs of the hooks and se-
cured thereto by a frangible cement.

2. The combination of a series of staple-
shaped lacing heoks, and ganging-strips ar-
ranged on the outer faces of both legs of the

hooks and secured thereto by a frangible:

pyroxylin cement.
In testimony whereof I affix my mvnature
in presence of twe witnesses.

MALCOLM W. EDGAR.

Witnesses:
- Apersmor 1. Apawmsg,
Jamres P. Barry,
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