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To all whom it may concern: -

" Be it known that I, THOMAS D, THOMAS, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Red-
oak, in the countyof Mon b"omelv and State
of Towa, have invented a new and useful

Ruler, Book-Holder, and Marker Combined,

of Whlcll the following is a specifieation.
Myobject isto prov1de asimpledevice spe-

- eially adapted for holding a book openatany

‘10

15

20

. in section, showing the manner of detachably |
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point desired to prevent the annoyances in-
cident to books accidentally closing when
open for use and also adapted for marking
lines on the pages of ‘a book and when not
connected with-a book adapted for all the
common purposes of a ruler.

" My invention consists in the device here-
inafter set forth, pointed out in my claim,
and illustrated in the accompanymd draw-

‘ings, in which— -
Figure 1 is a perspective.view of the com--

plete device ready for practical use. Fig. 2
is-an enlarged view of the end portion, partly

connecting the two distinet parts of the de-
viee.
abook asrequired forretaining the book open
and marking lines on the pages.

The letter A designates a straight rigid
bar, preferably in the shape of a ruler, pro-
vided with perforations in its ends adapted
to admit hooks. An elastic cord, or prefer-

ably an elastic tape’B, shorter in length than
the bar A, has fastening devices ¢ fixed to its

Fig. 3 shows the device connected with |

ends, preferably hooks made of wire, in such
a manner that by-stretehing the tape the
hooks can be inserted in the pelforatlons in

the ends of the bar as required to detach--
ably and securely connect the two sepal able
parts A and B.

To apply the dev1ce to an open book “de-

tach oneend of the elastic tape from the 1‘10‘1d
bar and then place the bar onthe under sxde'
.of the open book and stretch the tape across

the open pages of the book and fasten its
free end again to the bar-by inserting the
hook ¢ in the perforation in- the end of the
bar. To mark lines on the pages, move the
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device up or down relative to any lines that

are to be designated by placing the elastic -
tape 1mmed1ately above or below such line to_

extend parallel therewith. :
Having. thus described the purpose, con-

,structlon, and operation of my invention, its

practical utility will be readily undelstood
by readers of books, and -

What I claim as new, and- des1re to secure-

by Letters Patent, ig—
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A book-holder comprlsmcr a stralo'ht rigid -
bar having perforations in its ends and an:

elastic cord or tape having hooks at its ends

as shown and descrlbed for the purposes.

stated.

THOMAS ‘D THOMAS.
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