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€7) (57) Abstract: A novel method and apparatus of detecting unique items (510) as they are inserted into a product packaging system
that is easily adaptable to current product packaging and prize insertion systems. A number of different types of sensors (245) may be
used in conjunction with the insertion device to detect the unique prize before it is inserted into a product packaging system. Ideally,

~~. the type sensor used will detect a feature of the unique item that is easily distinguishable from other items being inserted. Once the
sensor detects the prize and generates a signal, this signal can be used to perform a variety of useful functions. After detecting the
unique prize, the controller (125) for the insertion device shuts down the FMD (115) for a pre-determined period of time to allow
the unique prize to pass through without triggering the FMD. The controller may also increase a counter each time one of the unique
prizes is detected to keep track of the number of unique prizes inserted. Once the unique prize passes through, the FMD is turned
back on so that foreign objects may again be detected.
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This international report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

Claim Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

Claim Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such

an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

Claim Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).
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This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
Please See Continuation Sheet

As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all
searchable claims.

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite
payment of any additional fee.

As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 1-9, 24-32

Remark on Protest I:I The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest.
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Group I has special technical feature of an insertion device for inserting the plurality of objects ainto the packaging system.

Group II has special technical feature of a controller connected to a sensor for sending the different singnals.

Group III has special technical feature of a packaging device positioned down stream from the insertion device for packaging the unique

object.
Group IV has special technical feature of sensing for a random prize to be inserted into the packaging system.
Group V has special technical feature of computer program, which executes four instructions.

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general inventive
concept under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must be paid.

Group I, claim(s) 1-9 and 24-32, drawn to method and apparatus for identifying/detecting a unique object among a plurality of objects.
Group I, claim(s) 10-16, drawn to an apparatus for inserting a unique object into a packaging system.

Group III, claim(s) 17-23, drawn to a packaging system for packaging an object.
Group IV, claim(s) 33-39, drawn to a method of tracking a number of random prizes inserted into a packaging system.

Group V, claim(s) 40-41, drawn to a computer program product.
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