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(57) Abstract

A cenifying system
by which a user is identified
on the network side without
dispersing the secret
information of the user. The
centifying system is provided
with a single main cemfymg
center sharing the wuser’s
secret key with the user and
a plurality of slave certifying
centers sharing secret keys
which are different from
the user’s secret keys with
the main certifying center.
The main centifying center
identifies the user according
to a certifying method using
the user’s secret key. When
the user is identified, the
main_ certifying center issues
identification formation which ...
certifies the validity of the
user to the user. Each of 2 ...
the slave centifying center
certifies the validity of the
identification information
supplied from a user. When 3 ...
the identification information
is valid, the slave certifying
center  issues  permission

information for permitting 10 .
the user to access a specific "
server or an ﬂ:zphcnion .
server of the network. 14
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