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This invention relates to spool brackets, and 
more particularly to devices of this character 
adapted to releasably support spools in such 
manner as to permit predetermined, lengths of 
thread to be readily severed therefrom. 
Cognizance is taken of certain other devices 

containing mounting means provided with thread 
cutting implements; but most of these have not 
enjoyed wide commercial use because of certain 
inherent shortcornings, including among others 
the tendency of the spool to rotate during the 
act of Severing the thread, thereby requiring a 
Special effort or additional manual manipulation 
to hold the spool stationary during the thread 
Severing operation. It is hence primarily within 
the contemplation of our invention to eliminate 
this shortcoming in a device of said class by pro 
viding a Spool mounting of such construction as 
to enable the force applied to the thread during 
the cutting operation to be simultaneously effec 
tive in holding the spool against rotation. 

It is also an object of this invention to enable 
a spool supported in a device of this category to 
be readily rotated whereby a thread of any prede 
termined length. can be withdrawn for the sever 
ing Operation. . 

It is further within the contemplation of this 
invention to provide, in one form thereof, a spool 
bracket with means for holding the thread 
against unravelling by frictionally gripping the 
loose end thereof. 

Still a further object of our invention is the 
provision of a form of bracket adapted for quick 
and ready attachment to any suitable. Support, 
and whereby a number of such brackets may be 
operatively secured to a wall or within a kit, or 
box in proximate spaced relation so that spools 
of different colored threads can be operatively 
In Gunted for ready and convenient selection. 

It is also within the contemplation of one form 
of this invention to produce a bracket capable of 
performing the aforesaid functions and embody 
ing a structure consisting of a single unitary and 
readily fabricated element. 
And a further object of our invention, in a 

modified form thereof, is to provide a bracket 
of the above-referred-to type having adjustable 
means whereby it can operatively accommodate 
spools of various sizes, within predetermined 
limits. . . . . . . . " . 

Other objects, features and advantages. Will ap 
pear from the drawing and the description here 
inafter given. 

Referring to the drawing, 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a sewing. kit 

externities thereof the arms 2 and 2. 

containing several brackets of our invention 
operatively supporting spools of thread. 

Figure 2 is an enlarged perspective of a spool 
and supporting bracket of the type illustrated in 
Figure 1. 

Figure 3 is a side view of a suitably supported 
bracket of the type illustrated in Figures i and 2, 
showing in dash lines a spool of thread operative 
ly mounted thereon in its normal position. 

Figure 4 is a view substantially similar to Fig 
ure 3 showing the end of the thread in engage 
ment with the cutter and the spool operatively 
locked against rotation. 

Figure 5 is a perspective view of a slightly modi 
fied form of bracket constituting our invention 
showing combination thread holding and cutting 
leaS. 

Figure 6 is a side view of still another modified 
form of our invention adapted to adjustably Sup 
port spools of different sizes. 

Figure 7 is a transverse section of Figure 6 
taken along line -7, and 

Figure 8, is a side view of still another form 
of our invention substantially similar to the forms 
illustrated in Figures 1 to 4, except that the device i. 
consists of two separate supporting elements in 
stead of a single continuous element. 
In the drawing, the compact or kit (), adapted 

to contain therein various Sewing implements, 
has mounted on the inside of the cover thereof 
the four brackets , 2, 3 and 4, rotatively 
supporting therein the spools 5, 6, 7 and 8, 
respectively. In the preferred form of our in 
vention, each one of the brackets is of substan 
tially U-shaped configuration consisting of a con- 3 
necting bar 9 yieldably supporting at opposite 

Substan 
tially at the middle portions of said arms are the 
oppositely disposed preferably V-shaped inden 
tures 22 and 23, respectively, these serving as 
axial rotatable supports for the spool. 6 illus 
trated by dash lines. The free terminal edges of 
the preferably resilient arms 20 and 2 contain 
the bent portions 24, and 25, respectively, these 
being, in the preferred form illustrated, in sub 
stantial parallel relation. The upper portion 24, 
serving as a thread guiding element, contains 
therein the apertured portion 26 communicating 
with the lateral edge of the arm via the slit 2 
the aperture thereof being adapted to slidably re 
ceive therethrough the thread 28 of Spool 6,- 
it being obvious that said thread is brought into 
the said aperture by slidably moving it, through 
the sit 27. The lower bent portion 25 serves as 
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a cutting element and contains therein a cutting 
edge or blade 29. 
In the arrangement illustrated, the connecting 

member 9 is vertically disposed, whereby the 
arm 20 carrying the guiding element 24 is dis 
posed at the top of the device, and the arm 2 
carrying the cutting element 25 at the bottom 
thereof. It is of course understood, however, that 
the device may be supported in any other 
position with equal effectiveness. The form illus 
trated also shows the connecting member 9 pro 
vided with two rearwardly disposed prong ele 
ments 30 and 3 having sharp edges whereby the 
device can be driven into and Supported by any 
suitable wall 32. Our invention however is not 
limited to the specific Securing means 30 and 3 
described, as independent fasteners can be em 
ployed for effectively securing the bracket in 
place, all within the Scope of the appended claims. 

It will be observed that the structure above 
described is composed of a single narrow Strip 
of metal, preferably of some resiliency, and can 
be readily stamped and fabricated into the de 
sired form by conventional manufacturing proc 
esses. Hence in this form of our invention no 
assembling operations are required other than 
the mere attachment of the formed Strip upon 
the Supporting Wall. 

In the operation of this device, a Spool Such 
as 16 is slipped into place with the indentured 
portions 22 and 23 of the arms 23 and 21 insert 
ed Within the central opening of the Spool-this 
operation being effectuated due to the resiliency 
of said arms. The relative dimensional propor 
tions of the said indentures and the central hole 
of the spool are such as to permit the Spool to 
he rotatably actuated upon the withdrawal of the 
thread 28, and at the same time prevent the 
spool from being displaced from its rotatable 
mounting. It is also preferred that the upper 
arm 2 () be slightly spaced from the top flange 
33 of the spool, so as not to resist any rotational 
effort applied thereto. 
Should it now be desired to Sever a predeter 

5 mined length of the thread, so much of it is 
Withdrawn as desired, this being accomplished 
by a pull in the general direction of the arrow 
(Figure 3). The thread is then pulled down 
Wardly in the direction of the arrow (Figure 4) 
for engagement with the cutting edge 29. When 
applying this force, the upper resilient arm 2) 
is pulled downwardly until it is brought into con 
tact with the top surface of fange 33, in this 
manner providing sufficient frictional resistance 
to prevent the Spool 6 from rotating. And when 
the actual cutting takes place, the portion of 
the thread between the guiding and cutting ele 
ments at 24 and 25 is in a state of tension, urg 
ing both arms 29 and 2 towards each other to 
effect a more secure stopping action against the 
spool. It is thus apparent that simultaneously 
with the operation of severing the thread, the 
Spool is held locked against further rotation. 

It should be noted that the guiding aperture 
26 and cutter 29 are in Substantial vertical align 
ment, whereby thread 28 will be vertically dis 
posed and the desired control of the cutting op 
eration quite readily effected. It is also pre 
ferred that the guiding element 24 be bent to 
Wards arm 2A as illustrated, so as to bring it as 
close as possible to the spool for operatively re 
ceiving the thread therefrom; and it is likewise 
preferred that the cutting portion 25, in the form 
illustrated, be bent away from arm 2), so that it 
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will be completely out of the path of any of the 
thread being unravelled. 
In the form of our invention illustrated in Fig 

lure 5, the bracket contains a connecting mem 
ber 34 and arms 35 and 36, respectively, similar 
in general construction to the corresponding 
parts above described. However, instead of the 
downwardly extending cutting element 25, there 
is a short upwardly extending portion 37 con 
taining a pressed out tongue 38 provided with a 
Suitable cutting edge. With this construction, 
the thread it from aperture 39 can be brought 
down to the tongue 38 and slipped thereunder 
between the inner Wall of the tongue and the ad 
jacent wall of the upstanding portion 37 to fric 
tionally hold the thread in place. Should it be 
desired to sever the thread, all that need be done 
is to apply Sufficient pull upon the end portion 
4f extending therefrom, whereby the thread will 
be severed at the knife edge of the tongue 28 
and frictionally retained in place. In this man 
ner not only does this simple unitary bracket 
permit the functions of the first described form 
of our invention to be effectuated, but in addition 
thereto Serves to hold the terminal portion of 
the thread in place and prevent a loose dangling 
thereof. 
In the modification illustrated in Figures 6 

and 7, the resilient arms 42 and 43 and the re 
Spective indentures 44 and 45 thereon are simi 
lar to the corresponding parts hereinabove de 
Scribed. Also, the portion 4S is similar to the 
guiding member 24 above described, and the up 
Standing member 47 is similar to the correspond 
ing member 37 illustrated in Figure 5. But in 
stead of forming the bracket out of a single 
piece, two members are employed, the upper arm 
2 containing a looped side member 48, and the 
lower arm 43 containing a bar 49 which is em 
braced by the member 48 and in slidable engage 
ment therewith. The said bar 49 is preferably 
provided with an extending portion containing 
a return bend therein and disposed in spaced 
parallel relation to the bar 49 thereby providing 
a Supporting portion 50 containing the prongs 
5 and 52 adapted for attachment to any suit 
able Supporting Wall in the manner aforesaid. 
With the construction of this modified form 

of Our invention, it is obvious that the arm 42 
can be slidably moved along bar 49, so as to en 
able Spools of different lengths to be operatively 
accommodated between said arms, within the 
dimensional limitations of bar 49. In other re 
Spects, the Operation of this form of our inven 
tion is similar to that of the forms hereinabove 
described. 
The form of our invention illustrated in Fig 

lure 8 is Substantially similar to that shown in 
Figures 1 to 4, as aforesaid. Instead, however, 
of forming the device of a single strip of re 
Silient material as hereinabove shown, the arms 
53 and 54 are separately mounted by means of 
the brackets 55 and 56, respectively, to any suit 
able Wall. In this manner it is obvious that said 
arms can be mounted in proper relative posi 
tions and So Spaced as to accommodate any de 
sired size of Spool. It will also be observed that 
the free terminal portions 57 and 58, respectively, 
are inclined upwardly, so that the cutting means 
at 5T is at the top and the guiding means at 
58 at the bottom-an arrangement which may 
also be employed in any of the forms herein 
above described if so desired. In all other re 
Spects this form of our invention is similar to 
those hereinabove referred to. 
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It is of course understood that the structures 

above described and shown in the drawing are 
illustrative of our invention and not employed 
by way of limitation inasmuch as numerous 
changes and modifications may be made therein 
Within the Scope of the appended claims without 
departing from the spirit of this invention. 
What we claim is: 
1. In a Spool bracket, two yieldably... mounted 

spaced arms containing oppositely disposed in 
dentures adapted to extend into the central aper 
ture of a spool of thread operatively positioned 
between said arms whereby the spool will be 
rotatably supported thereby, the free terminal 
of one of Said arms containing an apertured 
portion for receiving therethrough the thread 
extending fronn the spool while being Withdra Wi. 
therefron, the corresponding terminal of the 
other arm containing a cutting edge for Severing 
the thread extending from said apertured poi? 
tion, said arms being movable towards each 
other by the pull of the thread when in operative 
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engagement with said apertured portion and 
said cutting edge. 

2. In a spool bracket, the combination ac 
cording to claim 1, the free terminal portions of 
said arms being bent out of the plane of the aim.S. 

3. A spool bracket comprising a continuous 
strip of resilient material bent into Substantial 
U-shaped formation with two forwardly extend 
ing parallel arms and a connecting portion, the 
arms, containing oppositely disposed indentures 
adapted to extend into the central aperture of 
a spool of thread operatively positioned between 
said arms whereby the spool will be rotatably 
supported thereby, the free terminals of both of 
said arms being bent out of the plane thereof, 
one of said free terminals containing guiding 
means for slidably engaging the thread extend 
ing from the spool while being withdrawn there 
from, the other of said free terminals contain 
ing cutting means for severing the thread ex 
tending from the guiding means, and securing 
means extending rearwardly from the said con 
necting portion for attachment to a suitable support, said arms being yieldably engageable 
with the said spool to frictionally hold it against 
rotation by the pull of the thread when in Oper 
ative engagement with said guiding and said cut 
ting means. , 

4. A spool bracket according to claim 3, the 
bent terminal portions of the said arms being 
in substantially parallel relation, the terminal 
containing the guiding means being bent in the 
general direction of the opposite arm, and the 
terminal containing the cutting means being bent 
aWay from the oppositely disposed arm, whereby 
the guiding means will be in a position to con 
veriently receive the thread from the spool, and 
the cutting means will at all times be out of 
the path of the thread being unravelled from the Spool. 

5. A spool bracket according to claim 3, the 
terminal containing the guiding means being 

, bent in the general direction of the opposite arm, 
and the terminal containing the Cutting means 
being bent towards the oppositely disposed arm. 

6. In a spool bracket, means for rotatably sup 
porting a spool, movable stop means for fric 

3 
tionally holding an operatively supported spool 
against rotation, guiding means connected with 
said stop means for slidably engaging the thread 
extending from the spool while being withdrawn 
therefron, and cutting means remote from said 
guiding means for severing the thread extend 
ing therefron, said stop means being movable 
into engagement with the adjacent flange of the 
spool to frictionally hold the spool against rota 
tion by the pull of the thread operatively exerted 
upon the guiding means, the said SUpporting 
means for rotatably supporting the Spool com 
prising two spaced arms, one containing the said 
stop and guiding means, and the other the Said 
cutting means, further provided with adjustable 
mounting ineans for Said arms. Whereby the dis 
tance therebetween may be varied to enable the 
bracket to . Operatively accommodate spools of 
different sizes. 

7. In a spool bracket, means for rotataloly Sup 
porting a spool, nowable stop means for fric 
tionally holding an operatively supported spool 
against rotation, guiding means connected with 
said stop means for slidably engaging the thread 
extending from the spool while being withdrawn 
therefron, and cutting means remote from said 
guiding means for severing the thread extending 
therefron, said stop means being movable into 
engagement with the adjacent flange of the spool 
to frictionally hold the spool against rotation by 
the pull of the thread operatively exerted upon 
the guiding means, the said supporting means 
for rotatably supporting the Spool comprising two 
Spaced arms, one containing the Said stop and 
guiding means, and the other the said cutting 
means, further provided With adjustable mount 
ing means for said arms whereby the distance 
therebetween may be varied to enable the bracket 
to Operatively accommodate spools of different 
sizes, the said adjustable mounting means com 
prising a supporting bar connected to one of 
said arms and adapted for attachment to a suit 
able Wall, and a slide element connected to the 
other of said arms and in slidable engagement 
With Said bar. 

8. In a spool bracket, means for rotatably Sup 
porting a spool, movable stop means for fric 
tionally holding an operatively supported spool 
against rotation, guiding means connected with 
said stop means for slidably engaging the thread 
extending from the spool while being withdrawn 
therefrom, and cutting means remote from said 
guiding means for severing the thread extending 
therefrom, said stop means being movable into 
engagement with the adjacent flange of the spool 
to frictionally hold the spool against rotation by 
the pull of the thread operatively exerted upon 
the guiding means, said supporting means for 
rotatably supporting the spool comprising two 
Spaced arms, one containing the said stop and 
guiding means, and the other the said cutting 
means, and Separate' in Olinting means for Said 
arms whereby they may be independently se 
cured to a suitable supporting Wall in proper co 
operative positions and in any selected spaced 
relation for accommodiating a spool of any de 
sired height. 

GENESTROCCO. 
PAUL GUSMARINO. 
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