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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

The disclosure is to two parts, a roughing in frame
being first used by the plumber to extend in front of
the forward edge faces of bathroom studs, to which the
frame is affixed, the frame members being of approxi-
mately tile wall width, and hot, shower and cold water
valve stems and mixed water conduit extending forwardly
through the bracing within the rear part of the frame.
Then a substantially rectangular panel plate of dimension
to overextend the roughing in frame (and part of the tile
therearound) is disposed with a rectangular frame ex-
tending inwardly therefrom in fit snugly within the for-
ward part of the roughing in frame. The valve stems and
conduit extend forwardly through holes in the panel plate,
and when the respective valves and the mixed water spout
are installed, the panel plate matches with the tile in finish
while at the same time being removable in emergency,
as to permit access to the mixing valve from which stems
and conduit extend forwardly.

The invention relates to a roughing in frame about
which the bathroom tile wall may be installed, the instal-
lation of this frame on the forward edge faces of bath-
room studs permitting the hot water, shower, and cold
water valve stems to extend through guide bracing there-
in. Then an access panel overextends the roughing in
frame and tile therearound, and provides a substantially
rectangular frame to extend within the roughing in frame.
Handles and spout, installed on stems and conduit out-
wardly of their holes through the panel plate, complete
the assembly. The panel plate matches the tile.

As a primary object the invention provides a roughing
in member defining an area with a tile wall therearound,
and through which hot water, shower, cold water stems
and mixed water conduit extend; also there is provided
an access panel through which stems and conduit extend
to have respective handles and spot installed thereon to
assemble the access panel against the tile as a rectangular
frame on the panel inner face fits snugly within the rough-
ing in frame.

It is also an important object of this invention to pro-
vide a roughing in frame and access panel of this class in
which the roughing in panel first acts to define an area
around valve stems and conduit about which tile may be
installed, with the stems and conduit then extending
through an access panel matching tile and overextending
tile around roughing in frame when assembled, as by
installing handles on valve stems and spout on conduit.

It is still another and important object of this inven-
tion to provide a roughing in frame and access panel of
this class which serves to eliminate an area of tile other-
wise employed in each bathroom, the access panel pro-
viding a tile matching plate behind valve stem handles
and spout, while the access panel is removable to permit
access, through roughing in frame, as to the mixing valve
from which the valve stems and mixed water conduit ex-
tend.

It is yet another object of this invention to provide a
roughing in frame and access panel of this class, with the
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guide bracing within the rear portion of the roughing in
frame being expendable after the tile wall has been in-
stalled around the roughing in frame.

Other and further objects will be apparent when the
specification herein is considered in connection with the
drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is an isometric development view of the two
parts of the invention and of the apparatus associated
therewith;

FIG. 2 is an elevational view, part in section, taken
along line 2—2 of FIG. 1; and

FIG. 3 is a plan view, part in section, taken along line
3—30f FIG. 1.

Referring now in detail to the drawings in which like
reference numerals are applied to like elements in the
various views, a roughing in frame 10 is shown in FIG.
1 comprising left and right risers 11a, 115, and upper and
lower runners 124, 126 joined together to form a rectan-
gular frame element 14 with connection tabs 154, 15b ex-
tending centrally from the outer, rear surface portions of
the risers 11a, 115. The distance from the outer surface of
riser 11a to the outer surface of riser 115 is indicated in
FIG. 1 as being substantially equal to the distance between
opposed inner faces 13¢, 13d of the bathroom studs 13a,
13b. Also, it is indicated in FIG. 1 that the rear face of
the tabs 154, 15b fall in the plane of the rear edges of
the risers 11a, 11b, and runners 124, 12b, thus to extend
over the forward edge faces 13e, 13f of the aforesaid studs
13a, 13b. The connectors or connection tabs 154, 156 may
have narrow, preformed slots 13g, 134 whereby nails 16
may be passed through the slots 13g, 13% and driven into
the studs 134, 13 to position the frame 10 with relation
thereto.

The roughing in frame 10 is braced within the risers
11a, 115 and the runners 12a, 125, but only across the
rear portions of the risers and runners. Thus the frame
element 14 includes brace members that are no more than
half the width of the aforesaid risers and runners 11a,
11b, 12a, 12b. These brace members in form of hori-
zontally extending members 17a, 175 with vertically ex-
tending member 184 thereinbetween, surround the hot
water valve stem 19a; and correspondingly, on opposite
side of the frame 10, horizontally extending members 17c¢,
17d, with vertically extending member 185 surround the
cold water valve stem 19c. Also, diagonally extending
members 204, 200 extend from the under side of the top
runner 124 to the tops of the respective vertically ex-
tending members 184, 18b. Also the bracing includes
vertically extending members 18¢, 184 upstand above the
lower runner 125 centrally thereof and are connected
across the top, and above the mixed water delivery con-
duit 21, by horizontally extending member 17e¢, with a
lower horizontally extending member 17f below the con-
duit 21 also extending between the uprights 18¢c, 184.

Furthermore, as an additional brace, an upright 18e
may be provided to upstand from substantially the mid-
point of the upper surface of the lower runner 125 to the
under side of the lower horizontally extending member
17f. The bracing is also shown as including a diagonally
extending member 20c between the bottom of the upright
member 18z and the top of the upright member 18c.
Also, and corresponding, the bracing is shown as including
a diagonally extending member 20d between the bottom
of the upright member 185 and the top of the upright
member 184. Thus the valve stem 195 which extends
from the mixing valve, not shown, to select the direction
of mixed water to shower or tub, is shown widely sur-
rounded by brace members 20a, 184, 20c, 17e¢, 20d,
1856 and 205.

Between the tabs 154, 156 in FIG. 1, there is shown
in dotted lines a cross-member 22 which would pass
through a slot therefor in each of riser 1l1a, diagonally
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extending member 20c, diagonally extending member 204
and in riser 115, and thus the respective tabs 154 and 155
would comprise the left and right ends of such member
22, as employed when it could be considered desirable
strongly to brace the roughing in frame 160, as an optional
manner of construction.

When the roughing in frame 16 is installed about the
stems 19a, 195, 19¢ and the conduit 21, as mounted on
the bathroom studs 13a, 13b6 as shown in FIG. 1, the
bathroom may then be finished, including around the
frame 19, with the tile wall 25 being installed outwardly
of the studs, not shown in FIG. 2. As indicated, the tile
wall 25 comprises inward lath or stud contacting mate-
rial 23, with the tile 24 then being installed upon the
Iath 23 and with the tile blocks being mortar set together,
also mortar 26 is indicated in FIG. 2 as disposed just
above the runner 124 and under the lath 23 and tile 24.
The roughing in frame 10 thus serves to block out an
area over which tile is not to be employed, whereas the
lath 23 and tile 24 may readily be installed around the
outer elements (risers and runners) of the frame 10,
which can be kept in position thereby. Then it follows
that the access panel 30 may be installed to extend with-
in the roughing in frame 10, as will be hereinbelow de-
scribed. Finally the hot water, shower and cold water valve
stem handles may be installed outwardly of the panel
plate 27, and the panel plate, with outside finish to match
the tile, is fixedly positioned as part of the finished bath-
room.

The access panel 30 comprises the access plate 27, of
substantially rectangular shape and of a finished appear-
ance to match the tile, at least as to outer surface. On
the back side of the panel plate 27 a rectangular flange
element 28 is provided of depth or width not greater
than about half the depth or width of the roughing in
frame members 11a, 124, 115, 125 thus to fit within these
members outboard of its hereinabove described bracing
and guide members. As the access panel 30 is thus fitted
into the roughing in frame 14, the valve stems 194, 195,
19c extend through horizontally aligned holes 22a, 295,
29c therein, while the mixed water conduit 21 extends
through a lower hole 31 therein spaced below the central
valve stem hole 295. Prior to installing the access panel
30 over valve stems and conduit, nuts 35 have been
threaded upon the outer ends of these elements with nut
contact faces outwardly, and thus these nuts 35 serve as
prepositioned stops against which the access panel 30
bears while the respective handes 32a, 325 and 32c are
installed on the outer ends of the respective hot water,
shower and cold water valve stems 194, 195 and 19c.
Also, the mixed water delivery spout 33 is instafled upon
the outer end of the conduit 21 to bear against the outer
face of the panel plate 27, as the nut 35 bears on the inner
side of the plate 27, thus to effect firm anchorage. Notice-
ably adapter rings 34a, 34b and 34c are assembled to
bear against the outer face of the panel plate 27 as the
handles 324, 32b and 32c¢ are conmnected on to complete
the final assembly.

Tt should be noticeable that the bracing within the rear
portion of the roughing in frame 10 are designed as
strength members to serve to hold the frame 19 in shape
and square at the corners until the tile wall 25 has been
built in around it, at which time the tile wall itself should
be more than ample to hold the roughing in frame mem-
bers as disposed. In this case, these bracing members
should have no further use, as they will only be in the
way in case the access panel 27 may be taken off to afford
access to the mixing valve, not shown, but to the rear of
the position of the roughing in frame. Thus, all of these
bracing members 20a, 174, 175, 18a, 20c, 18¢, 17¢, 17f,
18e, 187, 184, 204, 17d, 17e 18b and 26b may be torn out
after the tile wall has been installed. Also, the roughing
in frame 14 may be dispensed with after the tile wall
has been installed, since it will then be no longer needed,
except to fill the space between tile wall and the flange 28
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of the access panel 30. However, since the panel plate 27
is of size to overextend the tile 24 all around, when the
handles 32a, 326 and 32¢ and the spout 33 are installed,
the panel plate 27, as urged by the assembly of handies
and spout to bear upon the tile that it overextends, will
distribute itself substantially centrally in substantially
equal overlap of the tile. However, the roughing in frame
need not be removed; also the bracing need not be re-
moved, at least not until the first time it may be necessary
to have access, by way of the access panel 30, to get at the
mixing valve, not shown, and to the rear.

The invention also includes roughing in frames and
access panels for shower stalls where no bath tub may
be involved. In such a case one or two stems may extend
from an inner space between studs, and it is only neces-
sary to provide bracing of strength to support the rough-
ing in frame in form while the tile wall is being filled in
around it, while the guiding bracing only has to clear the
one or two valve stems that extend forwardly for outside
manipulation. Exemplary of a single valve stem to be
guidably braced through the roughing in frame and to
extend through a single hole in the panel plate, would
be a shower valve stem that has a substantially long handle
outwardly of the panel plate and in being turned through
an arc, operates valving at the mixing valve to turn on
hot water, cold water, to regulate mixture flow and to
effect cut off. Optionally, if two valve stems extend for-
wardly from mixing valve, one will be to turn on and
regulate the hot water and one to turn on and regulate
the cold water from exteriorally of the access panel.
Noticeably, these valve stems, aforesaid, place no limita-
tions as to symmetery of disposition of holes in the panel
plate.

Also, in tub/shower combinations, there is no limita-
tion as to valve stem and conduit arrangement as may be
gathered from the drawings. Nor will it be necessary, in
cases, to have three valve stems extended to the access
panel. Rather one valve stem may be actuated from
forward of access panel to turn on the shower and mix
water from hot and cold sources back at the mixing valve.
In other cases, two valve stems may be extended for-
wardly of the access panel, one to select shower use, and
one to regulate hot and cold mixture back at the mixing
valve. Also, in such cases, the spout for water into tub
may not have to be disposed centrally through the lower
part of the panel plate but other relative disposition may
be desired.

The invention in an aspect includes method which may
be developed with prosecution, since an essential member,
necessary at outset, may later be expended in part, or op-
tionally, entirely removed.

Also, the structures disclosed are not to place limita-
tions upon the disclosure, since roughing in frames may
be of different construction, and also access panels may
be differently formed. The claims as drafted introduce
the combination of a roughing in frame and an access
panel, and novelty may be established from ensuing pro-
cedures.

I claim:

1. The combination of a roughing in frame and access
panel for the water control means of a bath shower com-
bination, wherein said roughing in frame comprising
spaced apart risers and runmners forming a rectangular
frame element, the depth of said frame element being
substantially equal to the thickness of the tile wall within
which said frame element is received and the width of
said frame element being substantially equal to the spac-
ing between adjacent studs which support said wall, con-
nector means including opposed connector tabs formed
on the side of said frame elment which is juxtaposed
said studs each of said tabs being formed to extend out-
wardly in a perpendicular manner from a location inter-
mediate the ends of said risers, and wherein said access
panel comprising a substantially rectangular panel plate
having an ipwardly directed continuous flange member
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dimensioned to snugly fit within said frame element, said
flange member being formed inwardly of the outer pe-
riphery of panel plate, whereby a uniform overhang is
formed on said plate extending around said flange mem-
ber, aperture means being formed in said access panel
for penetration of said water control means, said water
control means including fitting means mounted thereon
which engage and firmly secure said access panel to said
roughing in frame, and wherein guide and brace means
are formed within and integral with said frame element,
said guide and brace means being formed in that portion
of said frame element which juxtaposed said studs and
being of such a thickness so as not to interfere with the
flange member formed on said access panel when said
flange member is received within said frame element, and
said guide and brace means guidably receiving said water
control means.

2. The combination as claimed in claim 1 in which
said water control means includes a hot water valve stem,
a shower valve stem and a cold water valve stem, and a
conduit for a bath spout arranged below said stems and
in which the vertical distance between upper and lower
runner is some bit greater than the distance between said
stems and said conduit, and in which said fitting means
comprises handle means for the respective hot water valve
stem, shower valve stem and cold water valve stem and
a bath water spout.

3. Combination as claimed in claim 2 in which said
guide and brace means is formed with small rectangular
frames which surround the hot water valve stem, the cold
water valve stem, and the bath spout conduit.

4. The combination as claimed in claim 2 in which
said guide and brace means includes a substantially oc-
tagonal frame which surrounds the shower valve stem.

5. The combination as claimed in claim 1 in which
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said connector means includes a horizontally extending
member between said tabs and passing through those
portions of said risers juxtaposed said studs and said
guide and brace means includes two diagonally extending
elements,

6. The combination as claimed in claim 1 in which said
connector tabs have horizontally extending slots therein,
whereby nails may be passed through said slots and driven
into through the outer edge faces of adjacent bathroom
studs, and thereinto with nail heads to lodge against said
tabs thus to affix said tabs to said studs with outermost
extent of said roughing in frame substantially flush with
outer surface of said tile wall, as installed outwardly of
said bathroom studs outer surfaces.
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