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10 Claims.

This invention relates to infants’ bathing de-
vices of the type such as disclosed in my prior
United States Letters Patent No. 2,102,959, issued
December 21, 1937, which includes a folding tub,
a collapsible support ‘therefor, and a flexible
dressing table associated therewith and adapted
for movement to and from a stretched active posi-
tion overlying the tub'and spanning opposite
sides thereof. : R :

The present invention comprehends an im-
proved device of the indicated character which
embodies means for automatically taking up the
slack. in ‘the dressing table when the same is
moved from active to. inactive position and for
disposing the dressing table in an inactive out-
of-the-way position at one side of the tub.

The invention further comprehends an in-
fant’s bathtub and associated support therefor
which includes a flexible dressing table adapted
to be moved to a stretched active horizontal posi-
tion in spanning relation to opposite side edges
of and overlying the tub and resilient means for
taking up the slack and stretching the same in
an upright position exterior of the tub when the
same is moved from active to inactive position.

As a further feature the invention embodies in
a bathing device having a collapsible cross leg
support, a bail having arms pivoted to one pair
of the cross legs of said support and-a bight por-

‘tion. to which one edge of the dressing table is

attached, the bail being so constructed as to pro-
vide means for interengagement with the opposite
pair of legs of the support to lock and retain the
cross leg support in extended set up condition
and the dressing table in stretched active posi-

tion thereby obviating the necessity of employing -

stay hinges to retain the cross leg structure in its
extended set up condition. .

The invéntion furthér resides in the provision
of a bail for swingably moving the dressing table
to. and from its active position, in which the
pivoted terminals of the bail arms are detachably
associated with the support so that when de-
tached the bail may be compactly nested with
the folded tub and collapsed support to occupy &
minimum amount of space for storage and ship-

- ment. : .

With these and other objects in view, the in-

.. vention is set forth in greater detail in the fol-

lowing specification and illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings which disclose several em-
bodiments of the invention. ’

In the drawings:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of an Infant’s bath-

ing device illustrating the dressing table in an.

intermediate position.,
Fig. 2 is a side view

tion.

‘ with parts broken away '
illustrating the dressing table in its active posi--
: i : ~_ pail, designated generally by the reference char- 60

{CL 4—177)

Fig. 3 is a similar view illustrating the dress-
ing table in its inactive position.

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary side view illustrating
the device in collapsed condition with the dress-
ing table bail detached from the support and
arranged in nested relation therewith.

Fig. 5 is a side view, of a modified form of the '

invention with parts broken away and illustrat-

ing the dressing table in its active position.
Fig. 6 is a similar view illustrating the dressing

table in its inactive position. o :

" Referring to the drawings by characters of

10

reference, the device includes a foldable bathtub

A and a collapsible support therefor designated
generally by the reference character B which
support consists of a pair of front legs 10 and a
pair of rear legs I, the same being connected
adjacent their upper ends-by longitudinally ex-
tending bars {2 and I3 respectively. Adjacent
legs of the pairs of legs 10 and {1 are pivotally
connected to each other intermediate their ends
by pivot pins 14 so that the pairs of legs may
be swung from a substantially parallel collapsed
relation, as illustrated in Fig. 4, to an extended

- set up position as illustrated in the remaining

figures of the drawings. )

The upper opposite’ longitudinal side edges of
the bathtub A are secured to the longitudinally
extending bars (2 and 18 to support the tub
therefrom and to dispose the same in opened
position depending from the upper ends of the
legs when the same are in extended set up rela-
tion. .

A screen guard;.designated generally by the
reference character C, is provided and the same

comprises an inverted U-shaped wire frame 15 °

over which is stretched a fabric panel 16. The
side arms of the wire frame 8 are provided with
offset depending terminals |7 removably fitted in
openings in the longitudinal bar {3 whereby the
screen guard may be displaced from the support
B for storage and shipment, :

In the form of the invention illustrated in
Figs. 1 to 4 inclusive, a dressing table, designated
generally by the reference character D, is pro-
vided which consists of a flexible sheet of mate-
rial 18, the longitudinal rear edge 19 of which is
anchored throughout its length to the longitu-
dinal bar 18 constituting & rigid linear element
for extending said edge 19 longitudinally of the
rear edge of the tub A. The .opposite. longi-
tudinal forward edge 20 of the dressing table is
hemmed to provide a longitudinally extending
tunnel and the material I8 is of a suficient width
to extend across the tub in spanning relation to
the opposite longitudinal edges thereof when
the same is in set up condition. .

“In order to provide means for moving the
dressing table from active to inactive position, a
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acter E, is employed which consists of a bight _

2{ and angularly- disposed side arms 22, the
Iree ends of which arms are outturned to provide
trunnions- 28 journaled in bearing openings 24
in the legs 11 so as to mount the bail for swing-

ing movement on the support B. The bight 21 .

extends through the tunnel formed by the hem

at the longitudinal edge 20 of the dressing table

and said bight serves as a rigid inear element for
extending said edge 20 longitudinally of the for-
ward edge of the tub A. The bail E when swung
forwardly to dispose the bight 21 adjacent the
longitudinal bar 12 stretches the dressing table
transversely to an active horizontal position ar-

ranged in spanning relation to the opposite side .

edges of and overlying the tub as illustrated in
Fig. 2 of the drawings. When the bail E is swung
rearwardly, as illustrated in Fig. 3 of the draw-
ings, the dressing table is moved to an inactive
position at the rear of the tub.

. For the purpose of locking and retaining the
cross. leg support B in its extended set up con-
dition, the side arms 22 of the bail adjacent their

-Juncture with the bight 21 are formed with offset

hooked portions 25 which engage with the lon-
gitudinal bar 12. This obviates the necessity of

employing stay hinges for locking and retaining

the leg structure in extended set up condition.
The bight 21 intermediate its ends is formed
with a downwardly and outwardly offset handle
26 which also functions to engage over the longi-
tudinal bar 12 to serve as a latch for locking the
dressing table in stretched active position, as 11-
lustrated in Fig. 2 of the drawings.

In order to automatically take up the slack

in the dressing table and to dispose the same -

exterior of the tub when the table is moved to its
inactive position, a rear bail F is provided which
includes a longitudinally extending bight portion
28 and angularly disposed side arms 29 having

‘outwardly directed terminals 30 at the free ends

which are journaled in bearing openings 31 in
the legs 11. The bight portion 28 of the rear bail
F extends longitudinally beneath the dressing
table in rear of the rear rod 13 adjacent the
anchored. longitudinal rear edge 19 of the dress-
ing table, so that when the bail E is swung rear-
wardly to dispose the dressing table in its in-
active position, the rear bafl F automatically
swings rearwardly and downwardly to the posi-

tion shown in Fig: 3 to thereby take up the slack

in’ the dressing table by forming a fold therein,

. thus stretching the table in an upright position
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exterior of the tub. While the rear bail P may

be of sufficient weight to automatically swing .

downwardly by gravity, in practice it has been
found desirable to utilize one or more torsion
springs’ 32 for this purpose which spring, as
shown, is provided with a coil 33 surrounding the
terminal 30 of the bail with one extremity 34 of
the spring anchored to the leg |1 and with the
iree end of the remsaining extremity 35 thereof
surrounding the arm 29 of the rear bail. -

The material 18 of the dressing table D is of a
length corresponding to the length of the tub,
and the side arms of the screen guard frame 15
are spaced apart a distance sufficient to permit
the material 18 of the dressing table to pass
therebetween when the table is moved to and
from its active position. - ' o

In the form of the invention illustrated in Figs.
5 and 6 of the drawings, the construction of the
tub A, the support B, the screen guard C and the
bail E is identical with the previously described
form. ' The dressing table D in this form is con-

2,162,488

nected at its forward edge 20 to the bail E as in
the previous form, but in this instance the rear
edge of the material 18 of the dressing table D
is provided with a hem 48 defining a longitudi-
nally extending tunnel, through which tunnel ex-
tends the bight 41 of a rear bail G and said bight
41 serves as a rigid linear element for extending
the rear eédge of the dressing table longitudinally
,0f -the rear edge of the tub A when the dressing
table is in its active position. - The rear bail G has
angularly :disposed side arms 42 which are pro-
vided with outturned terminals 43 journaled in
bearing openings 44 in the legs {1. In this in-
stance, the arms 42 of the rear bail G are of
greater length than the arms of the rear bail F
so that when the bail E is swung rearwardly to
dispose the dressing table in its inactive position,
the rear bail G automatically swings rearwardly
and downwardly to the position shown in Fig. 6
to move the rear edge 40 downwardly to a posi-
tion to stretch the:dressing table material {8 in
an upright position between the bights 21 and
41 thus taking up the.slack therein. In this in-
stance, the bail G is preferably provided with a
torsion spring 45 identical with the torsion spring
32 of the preceding form of the invention to effect
automatic downward swinging thereof and to
tension the same against upward swinging move-
ment, :

In use with the dressing table in the inactive
position shown in Fig. 6, when the bail E is swung
forwardly and downwardly to the position shown
in Fig. 5, the rear edge 40 of the dressing table
material will be drawn upwardly thereby swing-
Ing the bail G to the position shown in Fig. 5
Where the arms 42 thereof contact with the rear
longitudinal rod 13 of the support. This effects
the stretching of the dressing table D in a hori-
zontal active position arranged in spanning re-
lation to the opposite sides of and overlying the
tub. When in the inactive position shown in
Fig. 6, the dressing table will be disposed in an
upright stretched position in rear and exterior
of the tub. .

What is claimed is: :

1. In an infant’s bathtub and associated sup-

port therefor, a flexible dressing table adapted

to be moved to a stretched active horizontal posi-
tion in spanning relation to opposite side edges

of and overlying the tub, and automatic means 5

[for taking up the slack and stretching the table
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In an upright position exterior of the tub when

sald dressing table is moved from active to in-
active position. ' - :

2. In an infant’s bathtub ;and associated sup-
port therefor, a flexible dressing table including
a sheet of flexible material and._rigid linear ele-~
ments secured to opposite longitudinal edges of
Said sheet for extending said opposite edges of
said sheet longitudinally, arms pivoted to the

55

support connected respectively with the opposite

ends of one of said elements for mounting the

dressing table for movement to and from a
stretched active horizontal position in spanning
relation to opposite side edges of and overlying
the tub, and means cooperatively functioning
with said arms when the dressing table is moved
from active to inactive position to take up the
slack and stretch-the dressing table in an up-
right position exterior of the tub. .

3. In an infant’s bathtub and associated sup-
port therefor, a flexible dressing table anchored
along one edge to the support adjacent to and
above the rear of the tub, means.extending lon-
gitudinally of and attached to the forward free
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adge of said dressing table for retaining the for-
ward edge in longitudinal stretched condition
and for moving the same from inactive position
at the rear of the tub to a stretched position
overlying the tub, and means extending longitu-
dinslly of the dressing table engaging the same
adjacent its rear anchored edge for automatically
taking up the slack and stretching the same in
an upright position exterior of the tub when the
dressing table is moved from active to inactive
position, .

& In an infant’s bathtub and associated fold-
able support therefor, s sheet of flexible mate-
rial anchored along one edge to the support ad-
jacent to snd above the rear of the tub, means
extending longitudinally of and attached to the
forward free edge of said sheet and having piv-
otel engagement with sald support for swinging
moveraent to thereby move the sheet from an
inactive position at the rear of the tub to &

stretched position overlying the tub, and to swing .

rearwardly to thereby move the sheet from a
stretched position overlying the tub to an in-
active position adjacent the rear thereof, means
extending longitudinally of the dressing table ad-

‘jacent the rear thereof for automatically taking

up the slack in sald sheet of ‘material and for
stretching the same in an upright position ex-
terior of the tub when the dressing table is moved

4from active to inactive position, and interengage-
able means on said support and said first named

means for locking the dressing table-in stretched
active position and the support in extended set
up condition. )

5. In an infant’s bathtub and sssocinted fold-
able support therefor, a sheet of flexible material
anchored along one edge to the support adja-
cent to and above thé rear of the tub, means
extending longitudinally of and attached to the
forward free edge of said sheet and having piv-
otal engagement with said support for swinging
movement to thereby move the sheet from an
inactive position at the rear of the tub fo a

“gtretched position overlying the tub, and to swing

rearwardly to thereby move the sheet from a
stretched position overlying the tub to an in-
active position adjacent the rear thereof, and
interengageable means on said support and on
said first named means for locking the dressing
table in stretched active position and the sup-
port in extended set up condition. )

6. In an infant’s bathtub and associated fold-

" able support therefor, a flexible dressing table

including a sheet of flexible material, means se-
cured to and extending longitudinally of the
opposite longitudinal edges of sald sheet for ex-
tending said edges longitudinally, said means
extending longitudinally of the forward edge
having pivotal engagement with said support for
swinging movement to move the sheet from an
{nactive position at the rear of the tub, to a
stretched position overlying the tub, and inter-
engageable means on said support and on the
means extending longitudinally- of and secured
to sald forward edge of said sheet of material
for locking the dressing table in stretched active
position overlying the tub and the support in
extended set up condition.

7. In an infant’s bathtub and assoclﬁtéd sup-

port therefor, a bail having. a bight portion and’

side arms pivoted at thelr free ends to the sup-
port so that the bight portion of the bail is swung
over the tub from an elevated position over-
1ying the rear edge thereof to the forward edge,

- gor automatically effecting the downward swing-

* cured b its opposite longitudinal edges to the

" ried thereby,

port is secured in its extended position.

N 3
o dressing table consisting of a sheet of flexible

‘material having its forward edge extending lon-

gitudinally of angd attached to the bight portion
of the bail, & rear bail having a bight portion and -
side arms pivoted at their free ends to sald sup- &
port to swing to and from a position adjacent
the rear of the tub, the rear edge of said dressing
table extending longitudinally of and secured {o
the bight portion of sald rear bail, snd means

sng movement -of the bight portion of said rear
ball for taking up the siack in said dressing table
when the first mentioned bail is swung rear-
wardly and for tensioning the upward swinging
movement of said bail and for stretching the
dressing table in active position overlylng the
tub and in spanning relation thereto when the
first mentioned bail is swung forwardly.

8. Tn an infant's bathtub and associated sup-
port therefor, & sheet of flexible material, a for-
ward bail having a bight portion and side arms
plvoted to the support, and & rear bail having a
bight portion and side arms pivoted to said sup-
port, said sheet of flexible maierial being se-

bight portions-respectively of said forward and
rear balls and sald sheet of material being posi-
tioned to serve as & dressing table by swinging
the balls about their pivots in & direction to
stretch the sheet above the tub and being posi-

tioned to permit the use of the tub for bathing
by swinging the balls gbout their pivots in the
opposite direction. _

9. In an infant’s bathing device having & fold~
ahle support including longitudinal connecting
nars end a coliapeible tub carried thereby, the
improvement which comprises & sheet of flexibie
material having front and rear longitudinal
edges, s separaie linear element connected to
each longitudinal edge of the flexible material,
pivotal means connecting each linear element to
the support, said linear elements being arranged
to swing on thelr respective pivetal means and
to stretch the sheet of flexible material to a hori-
zontal position over the tub to serve 8s & dressing
table when the support is in. its extended set-up
position, and means for locking said support in
its extended set-up position and securing the
dressing table in stretched active position.

10. In an infent’s bathing device having a fold-
‘able support including front and rear longitudi-
nal connecting bars and a collapsible tub car-.
the improvement which comprises
a sheet of flexible material having front and rear
longitudinal edges, said rear longitudinal edge
being operatively anchored to the rear longitudi-
nal bar, a linear element connected to the front

- longitudinal edge of said sheet, & gide arm con-

nected to each end of the linear element and piv-
otally connected to the support, said linear ele-
ment being swingable on the side arms from a
position near the rear Jongitudinal bar in which
the flexible material is in an inactive position to
a position adjacent the front longitudinal bar in
which the flexible material is stretched to an
active position above the tub to serve as a dress-
ing table ‘when the support is in itz extended
set-up position, and locking means for securing
the linear element.in its position adjacent the
front longltudinal bar, said arms.being arranged
to oppose the tension.in the flexible material
tending to close the support whereby the sup-

s




