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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
DAVID TAIT PLUNKET, OF ROCHESTER, NEW YORK. 

INWALD-BEDSTEAD. 

2,070,622. 
Application filed May 13, 1913. 

To all whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, DAVID T. PLUN KET, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Rochester, in the county of Monroe and 
State of New York, have invented certain 
new and useful improvements in Invalid 
Bedsteads; and I do hereby declare the fol-p 
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip 
tion of the invention, such as will enable 
other's skilled in the art to which it apper 
tains to make and use the same, reference 
being had to the accompanying drawings, 
and to the lettel's and figures of reference 
marked thereon, which form a part of this 
specification. 
This invention relates to certain new and 

useful improvements in invalid beds and the 
object in view is to produce a simple and 
efficient device of this nature so arranged 
that parts of the bed or the entire bed itself 
may be tilted and held at different angles. 
The invention comprises various details 

of construction and combinations and ar 
rangements of parts which will be herein 
after fully described, shown in the accom 
panying drawings and then specifically de 
fined in the appended claims. 

illustrate my invention in the accom 
panying drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of an invalid 
bed made in accordance with my invention. 
Fig. 2 is a bottom plan view, parts being in 
section. Fig. 3 is a central longitudinal 
vertical Section, and Fig. 4 is an end view. 

Reference now being had to the details of 
the drawings by letter, A. designates the bed 
stead proper having a head A and a foot 
A'. Said head has a vertically adjustable 
frame B, shown clearly in Fig. 4 of the 
drawings, the legs of which slide against the 
opposite edges of the legs of the head A' 
and an adjusting screw B is mounted in 
apertures in a threaded plate B upon the 
cross-piece B of the frame and passes 
through an aperture in another cross-piece 
in the same frame and engages a plate C se 
cured to the under face of the top B. By 
the provision of the adjusting screw B8, it 
will be noted that the head of the bed may 
be raised and held at different elevations, 
being supported in an adjusted position by 
the frame B. The bottom of the head is 
provided also with an adjusting screw D 
which passes through a plate D and an 
aperture in the cross-piece D', while its up 
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per end engages a plate E in the cross-piece 
E of the bottom board of the bed. 
Mounted upon the frame of the bed are 

the mattress supporting sections F and H, 
the former of which is hinged at G to the 
bedstead and provided with a cross 
iece G' intermediate which and the bottom 

of the section F coiled springs I are inter 
posed, one of which is shown in Fig. 3 of the 
drawings. The Section, designated by let 
ter H, is hinged at H to the bedstead and 
is adapted to be raised and lowered through 
the medium of the levers L which are pivot 
ed at L' to the opposite sides of the bed 
stead, each lever having pivotal link connec 
tions L' intermediate the same and the bed 
stead. Fixed to each side of the bedstead 
is a segment plate K, the teeth of which are 
adapted to be engaged by a hand-operating 
pawl upon each lever. A Swinging Supporting plate, designated 
by letter N, has bearing lugs N' which are 
journaled in apertures in the opposite side 
rails of the bedstead and one of said lugs is 
provided with a handle O whereby the sup 
porting plate may be Swung to different po 
sitions and One edge made to engage one or 
another of the ratchet teeth Q, shown clearly in Fig. 3 of the drawings, thereby forming 
a rigid support for holding the top at dif 
ferent inclinations. 
Between the two sections and F is a 

platform M hinged at M, as shown clearly 
in Fig. 2 of the drawings, and its other end 
is Supported by means of the spring-pressed 
bolt R engaging a keeper R. upon one side 
of the bedstead. A mattress section, des 
ignated by letter T, is mounted upon springs 
T upon the platform and its upper end is 
flush with the upper surfaces of the mat 
tresses upon the sections F and H. 

In operation, when it is desired to raise 
either one end or the other of the bedstead 
to give the same a slant from one end to the 
other, it may be accomplished by one of 
the Screws B or D. Should it be desired to 
tilt the section H, it may be done through 
the manipulation of one or the other of the 
levers L and, by Swinging the plate N into 
corresponding notches upon opposite sides 
of the section H, the latter may be held at 
the desired inclination. By the provision 
of the Swinging platform, the latter may be 
Swung down when desired for any purpose. 
By the provision of a bedstead made in 
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accordance with my invention, it will be 
noted that a simple and efficient device is af 
forded whereby an invalid may rest in con 
venient position, either horizontally or in 
clined and so arranged that the bed may be 
easily and quickly adjusted to different po 
sitions. 
What I claim to be new is: 
1. An invalid bedstead having hinged sec 

tions spaced apart, a section between said first 
referred to sections and pivoted at one end 
to one side of the bedstead, a latch for hold 
ing the other end of Said pivoted Section to 
the opposite side of the bedstead, and means for raising and lowering the bedstead, as 
set forth. 

2. An invalid bedstead having hinged sec 
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tions spaced apart, springs at the adjacent 
ends of said sections and resting upon cross 
pieces upon the bedstead, one of said sec 
tions having a series of notches upon the 
under side thereof, a Supporting plate 
having lugs journaled in the opposite side 
rails of the bedstead and adapted to engage 
said notches, and lever mechanism for rais 
ing and lowering the notched section, as set 
forth. .. 

In testimony whereof hereunto affix my 
signature in presence of two witnesses. 

DAVID TAIT PLUNKET. 
Witnesses: 

WILLIAM J. HEINRICH, 
RICHARD T. CoSTELLO. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 
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