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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, GEORGE W. BLANCH 

ARD, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Waterville, in the county of Kennebec and 
State of Maine, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Carpet-Stretchers; 
and I do hereby declare the following to be 
a full, clear, and exact description of the in 
vention, such as will enable others skilled in 
the art to which it appertains to make and 
use the same. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

carpet stretchers in which pivoted levers op 
erate to increase the distance between Spurs 
which engage the carpet; and the objects of 
my improvements are, first, to so place the 
engaging spurs that the line of stretch will be 
from the spur of the movable member of the 
device and between a set of spurs of the other 
member; second, to so arrange the levers that 
very little exertion is required to stretch the 
heaviest carpet; and, third, to so construct the 
whole device that it can readily be folded into 
a very compact form for shipping and the 
like. I attain these objects by the devices 
illustrated in the accompanying drawings in 
which 
Figure 1 represents a perspective view of 

said devices. Fig. 2 represents in detail per 
spective the spur arm and its mountings and 
Fig. 3 represents in detail perspective the 
stretching spur. 
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Movably mounted upon a bar. A by means 
of bands C C is a bar B provided at one end 
with an angular extension B' upon which is 
hinged the operating lever D. The bar A is 
also provided at one end with an angular ex 
tension A' to which is bolted a sleeved, which 
can be turned on said bolt and in turn carries 
the movable spur bar H provided at each end 
with a spur h. A lever E is pivoted at one 
end e to bar A, near the angular extension of 
the latter, and at the other ende' is pivotally 
connected to the operating lever D below the 
center of the latter so that upon the depres 
sion of the said operating lever the bar B is 
forced along on the bar A. To hold the le 
vers D, E in their depressed position I pro 
vide a rack F which is pivoted at one endf 
to bar A and rests with its teeth upon a stud 
d mounted upon lever D, said rack engaging 
said stud by its weight alone. Upon the end 
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of bar B a wire brush or spur b is rigidly 
mounted so as to engage and stretch the car 
pet when operated in conjunction with the 
spur bar H. 
The operation of the device is as follows: 

The operating lever D having been raised so 
as to bring the ends of bars A, B into contact 
with their opposite respective angular ends, 
the spur bar H is adjusted in its sleeve and 
the spurs pressed into the floor through the 
carpet. The wire brush or spur b is then 
pressed upon the carpet and -the lever D de 
pressed thus causing the bar B to slide on bar 
A and increase the distance between the spur 
bar H and the brush or spur b. As can read 
ily be seen the stretch will not be from brush 
or spur b to the spurs has heretofore in car 
pet stretchers, but will be from brush or spur 
b clear to the other side of the room the line 
of stretch passing between the two spurs h. 
The whole apparatus can now be moved to the 
right or left as the case may be by simply 
sliding on the sleeve a and the operation can 
then be repeated until the whole space be 
tween the spursh has been stretched. When 
the lever D has been depressed sufficiently it 
is automatically locked in such depressed con 
dition by the rack Fengaging the studd thus 
allowing the tacking of the carpet without 
any further attention to the stretcher until 
the operation is to be repeated. With this 
device it is not necessary to have great un 
gainly stretchers that extend clear across a 
r00m but the parts may be made very small 
and still be capable of stretching the carpet 
from Wall to wall and that without making 
numerous holes in the carpet according to the 
length of bar H. 
By my arrangement of levers great power 

can be gained with an expenditure of very 

55 

75 

go 

little strength and the heaviest carpet can be 
stretched with ease. 
By simply turning the sleeve a on its pivot 

the line of stretch can be extended in differ 
ent directions. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

Iclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. In a carpet-stretcher the combination of 
a stationary frame with a spurred cross-bar 
attached thereto and alongitudinally sliding 
bar mounted on the said frame this latter bar 
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being provided with a brush or spur which is 
arranged on a line passing between the spurs 
of the cross bar in order that the line of 
stretch may pass between these latter spurs 
and beyond the said stretcher substantially as 
set forth. 

tween the spurs of one of them, for stretching 
the carpet beyond the said spurs, in combina 
tion with a lever and connections acting to 
force the said parts away from each other and 
a rack bar engaging the said lever to lock the 
said parts at will substantially as set forth. 

2. In a carpet-stretcher two parallel mov 
able spurred parts arranged to slide over each 
other and to have the line of draft pass be-, 
tween the spurs of one of them for stretching 
the carpet beyond the said spurs in combina 
tion with lever and connection acting to force 
the said parts away from each other substan 
tially as set forth. 

3. In a carpet-stretcher two parallel mov 
able spurred parts arranged to slide over each 
other and to have the line of draft pass be-, 

4. In a carpet-stretcher the combination 
with a frame provided with a laterally adjust 
able spur bar of a longitudinally sliding spur 
bar mounted on said frame and levers actuat 
ing said bar substantially as set forth. 

In testimony whereof Iaffix my signature in 
presence of two witnesses. 

GEORGE W. BLANCHARD. 
Witnesses: 

WM. F. JoNES, 
WM. J. FOGARTY. 

25 

  


