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Thls mvanmon rnlatas to conmmevs or. cases‘
and relates more particularly to cases-for. ciga--
rettes and . the like. ;A general cbject: of the in-
ventmn ds 1o pvowc’e a Lpra"tlcal effec tive and " .
me}}pemnm cwaretu €356 embodymg a rovel 5
ejecting -means. o

Anether-object: of: thumant Tesolt s to pravme a
cigarette case whic 1:-_effect1vely protects and seals
the cigarettes:and which’is-operable-to sucees-
sively. prosect or eaect the c1garettes [for -ready.
removal. : :
nother ;ebJect of t‘ne 1nvent10n is to mowde
a cmaletz case formefl with one.end;fully cpen
v-insertion (or ;loading.of -the .entire
-an: original c1garet e package ;nto

warevtes ,‘;1'1‘1‘50 ; t‘rxe case while - strmpmsr tqe
or_'gmal papkave away, smd ‘end of ‘the ease

«retaln 'and protect the cigar ettes :
robJect of ’ehe qnventlon ds-to prowde/

w_l};mh 1:‘19 eover nas ran ejer*fin'* openir'g' pro-
vided with a sp 1‘1g loaded-door- coupled with-an

> i ng:ew
the autcmatic er mqn C.L st_-e cwarettes
the.case.. .« o
Anotig ,object c1 the 1nvent;o‘1 :is: to mrovide
a device of the character mentioned embodying-a
neovel coupling between-the .case -cover:and:the
ejector door which is-uninjured angd. u:laffeuted
when the eover .is hinged ‘between the-open-and
closed -positions for t_he_lo_ading of the case .and
which may serve as a-hinmv lhary hmge for .
the cover. .- .- : - L35
~Another obiect of the. mventmn s uO prov1de'
8 cigarette case.of the charactsr referred boem-
bodying 2 nowvel control or ‘lock means for ithe -
cover which’ prevents -cpening-of ‘the case when -
the ejector door-is:open, thereby -preventing in- 40
jury to the ejecting mechanism, and:embodying
2 lock means for the. .ejector door and ejecter
mechanism which kolds the same'againet opera-~
tion when the cover is raised to reload the.case;
A further.chbicct of-the invention is to provide £
a .cigaretie eass of the characler mentioned em-
hodying an -improved feeding mechanism which
feeds or advancesthe cigareties to- the ejector
for ejection thf-‘rehy and-controlled: by -a -lateh
means which serves to-hold the cigarette push-
ing or Teeding element retracted against the wall
of the case where it does notinterfere with:the
free loading of the entire criginal group of ciga~.
reties into the case;, which latch means is:readily
released subseguent to the loading  operation,
cenditioning t‘le feeding mechanisin for :o’pera—
tien. .
‘The various .obj ccts and fe"fﬂ ires of my inven-
fion will be:fully .understood from’the-fslowing
detailed «deseription -of ‘a typical preferred form

i
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" ejection means deor closed. Fig, 2
’ cwa_,retue partially ejscted from the: case.

isva Jongitudinal .detailed sectional view of ‘the
10;

~ing mechanism retracted.

30"
- “zontalidetailed: scctmnal view:taken substantially

© gomprising ;a-bottom (4,
Iswilliterm: edge walls 8.

(CL 206—41.2)

and apnhcatmn of my mventlon throughout

. whie h description reference: is made to the ac-

compar!ym'f drawmgs in which:

Fi - perspective view of the case prov1ded
by thisinvention -with ‘hoth the cover_»and the
is & side ele-
vation of :the case showing the door raized and:-a
Pig..3

case+in a reclining- -position with the cover open
showing-the manner in- Whlch the case is loaded.
Fig. 4-is-a vertical’ detailed sectional view of the
cage -in the ‘closed condition illustrating the
cigarettes:in:broken lines and showing the feed-
Fig. .5 is-an’enlarged-
fragmentary.-horizontal detailed sectional :-view

-taken-gs indicated by line:5—3% on Fig. 4. TFig.:6

ig+an senlarged - fragmentary  vertical sectional-
view:taken substantially asindicated by line 6-—8
on, Fig - Pig: 7-is an enlarged -fragmentary
vertical: sectional view illustrating ‘the mounting
of-the-feeding means. -Fig. 8 is an clevation view

“of tie relegsing mambel of ‘the feeding mecha-

nism,removed frem the other parts, -Fig. 9 is-an -

enlgrged ~fragmentary horizontal - detailed - sec-

tionnl view -taken as indicated. by line 8—9 -on
Fig. Fig,-10-is an enlarged-vertical detailed

; T

‘sectional view of:the case showing.:the ejecting

means in‘an actuated condition and-the feeding
means:retracted.  Fig. 11 is'a fragmentary hori-

a5 indicated by line-f{—#if on -Fig. 10 and TFig.
12is:a:fragmentary perspective view of one of
theichannel members removed from the cage. -

-The cigarettecase of the present invention may
be'said to comprise, - generally, a case body {0, a
pivoted or-hinged cover i for thebody 18, €ject-
ing means 12 associated; with the cover -ti, and
feeding :means 13 for feeding the cwaxettes C
tovthe: ejecting means 12, -

-The. case10-is;provided to receive and contain -
the.cigarettes C-and carries and houses the vari-
ous other elements of the device,.  -In-the pre-
ferred:-structure-the case body -16:is designed and
proportioned to:receive the.entire contents of an
original package of cigarettes, for example, it
may-bhe ;proportioned to receive twenty cigarettes
in:a-pack or:group-as generally marketed in the
original paper:container. -As illustrated, the case
body 19 mgy be:a hollow rectangular structure
side walls 15 and what
In accordance with
the invention the-case body 8 has an open upper
end-normally closed by the cover 11. The case
body 18 rmay be-an integral or one-piece mem-
ber formed .of o selected material. -In practice

. the'body 18- may be constructed of one of the so-

calléd ‘plastic’ materials -and it is preferred to
form -the body- 18 of transparent or partially
transparent material so.that the user may ascer-




2

tain the number of cigarettes within the case.
The case body {8 may be of any selected color and
may be ornamented as desired. In the form of
the invention illustrated the edge walls 16 of the
body 8 are provided with ornamental trim or
channel members {7 which serve to conceal, carry

and house certain of the other elements to be. '~

later described. The channel shaped trim mem-,
bers {7 are partially recessed in central longitu--
_dinal grooves {8 in the external surfaces of the:

walls 1€, being arranged to have their edge flanges

16

bearing in the grooves, see Fig. 5. BEars 19 pro- .

ject from the edges of the channel members {7
at vertically spaced points to pass through open-
ings 28 in the walls 18 and are turned back
against the inner surfaces of said walls to retain
the members in position.
17 may extend downwardly to the bottom 14
where they are rounded to merge with the bottom

while their upper ends are spaced some distancfe

below the top of the case body.
The cover f! serves to normally close the up-
per end of the case to retain and protect the

The channel members

15

contents and is adapted to be opened to permit”

the loading of the case. The cover Il is pref-
erably, though not necessarlly, formed: of sheet

metal and is generally flat and parallel with the
bottom 14 when in the closed position. Depend-

ing flanges or wings 21 are provided on the op-
posite ends of the cover | | and depending flanges
22 extend along the longitudinal edges of the
cover: The edge walls §6 are indented or recessed
‘at their upper parts to receive the wings 21 and
tihe upper edges of the side walls (5 are recessed
to receive the flanges 22 so that these parts may
lie substantially flush with the external sur-
faces of the case. The case cover Il is pressed
or formed to have a raised longitudinal rib 23
which - contihues across its upper side and its
wings 21 to complement or complete the channel

members {7 of the body 19." In accordance with
the invention the cover i is pivoted or hinged-
to the body 13 to swing about an axis in or im-"

mediately adjacent the plane occupied by one of
the body side walls 5. Thus, as best illustrated

25
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in: Figs. 1 and. 11, horizontal hinge pins 24 are

anchored in upper corner parts of the body 10

to have their axes in the vertical plane of a side

wall {5 and these pins extend through .openings
in the cover wings | to support the cover for

pivotal movement between its open and closed.
When the cover [i is closed-the en-

positions.
gagement of its wings 21 and flanges 22 with the
body walls serves to hold the cover against open-
ing. When the cover t1 is open, as shown in Fig.
3 of the drawings, it is completely clear of the
upper end of the body 18 so that the case may be
readily. loaded.

In accordance with the mventlon a d1scharge
cpening ‘2§ is provided in the cover i1 to permit
the "ejection of the cigarettes C. The opening
25 is substantially rectangular and is provided
at one end of the cover §{{. The opening 25 pref-
erably has one longitudinal wall at'an end edge or
corner of the cover il and its opposite end walls
are-adjacent the longitudinal edge corners.of the
cover.. A’ central reduced extension or notch 26
is provided in the inner longitudinal side:of the
opening 25. 'The opening 25 is proportioned to
freely pass at least two cigarettes. :
© The ejecting means {2 is operable at the will
of .the user to .project the cigarettes C through
the opening 25 singly or in pairs. The means 12
includes a°door .27 for the opening %5. The door
21 conforms to the opening 25 to fully accupy or

60
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close the same and has a tongue 28 occupying the
notch 26. When the door 27 is closed its upper
surface may lie flush with the surface of the
cover It and it is preferred to provide a central
rib 29 on the door to complete the rib 23. Down
turned lugs 30 are provided on the cover {1 at the

.opposite sides ¢f the notch 26 and down turned

ears 3l on the tongue 28 lie against or adjacent
these Iugs. A pivot pin 32 passes through hori-
zontal openings, in the lugs and ears 3f to sup-
port the door 27 for pivotal movement. A tor-
sional opening 33 surrounds the pin 22 and has
one end anchored to the cover Il and one end
bearing upwardly against the door 21. The
spring 32 is operable to swing the door 27T from
its closed position to its open, substantlally ver-
tical position. -

-‘Latch means is prov1ded to hold the door 21
closed and to retain the eJectmg mechanism (2
in its idle retracted condition. : 'The latch means
comprises a latch 34 arranged at the inner side
of the wing 21 which is at the discharge opening
25, see Fig. 10. - The latch 34 may be riveted or
ctherwise fixed to the wing 21 and extends up-
wardly to have its upper end adjacent the open-
ing 25. The upper end of the latch 34 is shaped
or bent to form ‘a catch'35. The intermediate
portion of the latch 34 is shaped or bent to have
an outwardly projecting button part 36 which is
received-in an opening 37 in the wing 21. An
inwardly projecting detent or hook 38 is formed:
on the outer edge of the door 21. The hook 38
may be as shown or there may be an opening
formed in the .door 27 instead of the hook. The
catch 85 is cooperable with the opening or hook
38 to hold the door 27 closed. The resiliency of
‘the latch 34 hormally retains the-catch 3§ in
engagement with the opening or-hook 38. By
merely pressing inwardly on the part 36 the latch
34 is flexed to free the catch 35 from the opening
or hook 28, thus freeing the door 27 for: opening.
When the door 21 is reclosed the opening or hook
38 again coopnrates with the catch 35 to hold the
door shut. :

: "The ejector meahs 12 fm ther mcludeb a shift=
able ejector 33.. The ejector 39 is a flat strip or
strap riding on the internal surface of thHe wall
13 below the opening 25.- The means for guid-
ing and retaining the éjector 83 comprises lugs or
ears 40 projecting from the inner side of the
ejector 39 and extending through a vertical slot
4] in the body wall 156. 'The outer parts of the
ears 40 are turned back or laterally to ride on
the bottom wall of the recess 18.: This structure
is illustrated in Fig. 5. The guiding ears 40 are
spaced vertically along the ejector 39. The ejcc-
tor 89 is guided by the.ears 48 to lie flat against
the -wall 18,7 An ocutwardly or laterally turned
lifting foot 42 is provided on the lower end of the
ejector 39. ‘The foot £2 may be curved or con-
cave. A-groove 43 is formed in the case bottom
4 to receive.the foot 42 when the ejector is in its
down position. . When the ejector 39 is in its fully

‘retracted position its upper end is spaced some

distance below the opening 25.

The invention provides & novel coupling or con-
nection between the door 271 and the ejector 29.
This connection includes a depending lug 44 on
the under side of the dcor 271. . The lug 44 is at
one side edge or.end of the door 27 and is re-
ceived in a notch £5 in the aligned case side wall
{§ when the door is closed. A laterally or in-
wardly prcjecting flange 46 is provided on the
ejector 39 in substantially vertical alignment with
the lug 44, A link 47 extends between the lug
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44:and the: ﬁange 45 andia mvbt‘pmftsrcmmects -

the lower rerd cof tlel Hink +47 swithrthe fange 45,
“Acgroove Sinstheqdnternal sutface ofithe adjacent
wall 48 receives-the flange:46 iand the link#47:s0

“that: thesesparts do-net-interfereswith:the ciga- 3

rettes-C. wA'reduced: fingerds-provided on:tize ap-
per- endyof: the-lmk «47-and tis-bertt ori:curledto
form:an-eye:49. " Fhe:gye-#) isireeeived orlinked
-An-an-opening<88.in the. Jug «44. The fit-ofithe
-0ye-A49.in: the opening+86:is stchothat.there may
Jbe: relative pivotal mevement between:theijug-44
and.thedink: 47 abeut the:longitudinal axis of-the
opening-50.and-is sueh: that-the:lug-88-may pivot
.on. the common.axis-of:thespivet; pinsi24«with:re-
speet. to the.link-47. - This:strueture provides-an
-effective .pivobtal-conmection -between the Ing«#
.and: the.link 47 whereby. therdoorsz1.aperates the
1ink 4o. elevate the. eject@r;wuwhenx»the;deer—;e-pens
.2nd .the . connection -.also ;permits -swinging .or
Jhinging..of .the. closed .door.2T-with .the: cover- H
when the latier iz openedand closedrwitheut mov-
ing.er. interfering . with. the.link ¢é41.cr.theejeccier
&8, In .other .words the.adoor 271 .is operatively

connected with the ejector link 471 by 2, RIS
which.allows:the cover.! {:t0.be sWung: cpeniand ;

closed withaut distu:cbmg ordnjuring the.eject ng
msathanism.so.long as.the door.21. remains closed.
TUpon _the. rcleﬂse of .the.latch: 34. the :spring .33
autoinatically.swings.the.door.2 T-upwardly. $0 its
‘open position. and _the

nk A7 transmits-meve~ g

. Wherdthet pait:58:is {réeidfithe openin

20

29

"of:the part+b8in the-&ipenlng 60 posi Lveiy-lildc;ks

Ahevover |1 ggalnstoapwaidmovement. A coiled
Springi6 f istarrangediunder: compression between
Ihe'dever: $3:axid thetopposing walloef the hots-
inghblsto mrgertheslever to:its releasad :position
o €2, :The:

,-.:P:pm‘i; 5 83a¢fillus4-

Spring 6 Inmgy beariangsd on
trated in Figall. ‘
LCamvmeans:is: provided. to ccnuol or actuate
\the lock:levers53. 'The stongue 28 of'the 'door-27 -
has:a down turnedocam partr§2:ontits cuter end
provided:with convergent:faces:63. "Cne of these
:camys facesr@3uconstitutesracam facerand iszen~
igagedble owith:a~lip=64: formed “on :the.adjacent
sidetiedge 6f theilockilever:E3. - When -the dcor
21sis anzthertlosed rposition: the cam part 82%s
reiracted withirespectto” the lock lever "§3: and
the zspring 61 ! hrolds:sthe.ilever ~in:the position
wherevthe part z58 istclear of . the "opening 1 63.
Urider these:comdittons ~the reover i1 rmay “be
cpened-and  closed vat: will.” “When- the:ejeector
means. §2 is operated to.causg-openingof the
door: 2 andsupward:amovement ofstlie ejectort 8y,
the::cam face 563 ccovperatestwith (the lip 64 to

= Ppivot:theideveryddrtothe positionwhere the part
- 93-engages inzthe opening 1690.

: ~This ‘holds the
cover:l [zagainst: opening. “When the cover 27 is
recliosedithe lockileverib3: réturns to its:idle:posi=

. timowhere dthelspartt 58: isrout 6f!the opening 60.

ment;from the deoer.to the:-ejector 38 so that.the -
éjector is moved .upwardly .simultaneously .with -

the.epening of the door. The foot.42.of. the

tor"80.is operdble.to raise and eject.the. cig .6

or tigavettes T.whieh may.be resting.again «1 the i3

eiector39. 'Thus, the.gingle. spring"33. serves. to
open . the door 21 and to.éject thp clcare-‘,te or
‘cigarettes C. .

“The invention prOJld“S means‘for :mtoma“l-
‘cally'locking the cover t ' Wher the éjecting means
12 is operated . or used. “The under. side.of “the
cover 't isprovided ‘with a; generally horizontal
‘shisld cr-housinz 8l having. side walls .and edge
flanges whichTare” reléasab‘ly,eng ged or snappéd

‘with' lugs &8 cn-the inner side ¢f the cover tohold 45

‘the “housng m_nlac,e_ “The ~under - $ide of the
housing “§1 “may’ be - er:gageable with the upper
ends-of the cigarettes T
tudinal ~ghifting -6f thP sante. “Noétches 52 “are
formed in'the forward edges of* the housing”

receive the hinge pin=32-cf the dosr 27 \n ithds- -

sists in ‘holding ‘the" houumg in “place. He*Ings
38 ‘and -ears ‘%1 ~of “the -door mo‘unting project
downwardly into. the ‘housing. ~“The*lock for the

cover ‘i comprises -a Tever*53-pivetally motmted .

in-the houging “61. “The’ ‘lever 83 has g down
S turned ‘ear on one=end- nrovlded ‘with a 1educed
finger’§4. ~The'fGngsr 84 énters-an: open*r\g 55 in
the lower-wall ‘6f ‘the housing *81 “and -the lower
end 6f the'lever 53 bears on-a’ ridge’55 surrovnd-
ing the opening to suoport the IPVel fer “free piv-
otal ‘movemerit. jor 4
‘tion: of the'lever 53 ent;a

cover Biito preventiupwardimovement ofithe tex

-ver. - Theleverds bentovshaped:tothaven tdown-
wardly -extending runner (81 wwhich irides ¢n ‘the
mmer-surfzce 6f-theshousing 54 ‘torpreventcdown-
ward moveraent -of rthe lever and to . guide the
outer: part -of ithe dever; A laterally proje¢ting
bolt part58:is formed on' the outer.patt-of the
levey -52: adjdcent -the runner=51. -The bolt-part
Eg-passes-threugh:an c¢pening 5% intthe s'de-wall
of :the housing -8 1 sand is-adapted. to extend. into
a3 soccket-or opening 69 in the adjaeentsside-wall
45: of ~thre-case -10,-see-Fig.. k1.

[
<t

The-forwdrdopart: ofithe Housing 5§ :is extended
and reurved supwardly to’form g ispring. . The
lower rend s afithe cdmipart~8Zcsoperates with
thisuspring.poition-of:theshousing:to rétard the
opéning ‘movementcof ithewdoor +27. 21t “will "be
observedthat the cooperatioh of:the cam faceé
®31withithelipied: ard thezengagenient of ‘the °
came:part:62rwithithesspring: portion &f theHous-
ing8 I*operate to-retard thesfinal ‘cpening move-

- amentrof: thesdoor:21 and Ainal: upward movement

40

to' Hmit or preveni Tongi-

ofttherefector $9 s0rthat thesejecting means:parts
are matssubjected:toshotks andsothat the ejected.
cigarette is net thrown cut of the case::
sInzadditien ttothe shock absorbing "action: of
ke vcam’ parts fjust «described it ds préferred to
Pprovide-means foraetarding the upward move-
ment;of ‘theejector 33:as’it:approaches-the end
6f itstupward: movement. ‘This shock absorbing
worirétarding>means rcemprises ‘a spart 8§ - turnéd
down:fromthe-upperiend of .the’cHannel ‘mem:-
ber I whith-is adjacént the-ejecting meéans§2.

. Thispart+86 -is-turned hack -to le:against the
annerside ofthewchannel ‘member 1 T- and’ pre-

—sents.-a- downwardly:and-outwardly-sloping face.

60 -

65

. &he rejector:39.

70

The-engagement 75

{Fhe"uppermost ugor<ear+£9:of-the ejecter 29
‘ridessup -against -the ipart 66 as-the -eiector 39
appreacnes {the cend - of -its ;upward movement.
fhts eneagement-slows: down-the - upward- move-

-mient.of-tke:ejectortand finally:stops the ejector

and:limits-the- opening-movement of the-door-21.

' Phe- feeding. means 13- operatesito urge orfeed
the -cigarettes  Cr toward -the -ejector 3§ :so that
the cigareites are suecessively -discharged by op-
evatien: of -the-means:12. - The feeding means 13
includes - rcurved spring blade-§7 -arranged-in
the-case bedy-t3-to-push-the cigarettss C toward
A +substantially - horizontal -slot
€8-is-formed.in:the bedy wall:i5,-which oppecses
the :ejecting .means-12, rand -a -pin - 08 ~extends
through -the ~slot -68. - The spring blade 87 hds
spaced.ears 14 en -its ~upper ‘edge -rolled -about
the pin’ 69 4o pivotally :support the blade 6T, A
torsienal:spring ' T{ -is-arranged arcund :thespin
§9.-and-reacts- bntween the:body wall-15.and the
blade 81.t0-urge-the- blade:forwardly. The blade
‘67 'is<bowed : downwardly-and inwardly rand. then
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downwardly and outwardly to have .its -major
Iintermediate part bear against the. cigarettes C.
- I prefer to construct the blade &7 .of very thin
material, such as spring brass of .006 or..007 .of
an inch thick, so that it conforms to the ciga-
. rettes C for a substantial part of its. length. It
will be observed that the torsional spring 71 aids
the inherent resiliency of the blade §7 in main-=
taining the blade in pressure contact with the
cigarettes C. 'The blade 671 is mounted on the
body wall 18 adjacent the under side of the hous-
ing 51 and the blade is bent or shaped so that
it is stopped or limited by the housing 51" when
the supply of cigarettes C is reduced to only two
or three.. The ghape or curvature of the blade
67 is such that the lower part of the blade.can-
not dig into or:injure the cigarettes C when the
blade. is stopped or limited by.the housing 5i,
as just described. . The last cigarettes C are read-

ily ejected without. further movement of the o

blade 87 which ‘might wedge . or pinch them
against the ejector 29.
The feed means 13 further includes means. for

latching or retaining the blade 67 in.a retracted

position against or adjacent the wall:of the case

10 when a new supply of cigareties is to be loaded -

in the case.. This means includes or provides an
opening 12 in the adjacent wall 16 of the body

[

10

19. A U or Vv slot is.cut in the blade 67-and the

material defined by the slot is curled or rolled o

into. a ‘detent projection T3 for engaging in the
opening 72. The engagement of the detent part
13 in the opening 72 serves to hold the blade 81
flattened or partially flattened as illustrated in

Fig. 10 of the drawings where it lies substantially -

flush against the adjacent: body wall ‘16, The
portion of the retracted blade §7 above the detent
part 13 bows inwardly. to a sufficient extent to
guide the cigarettes C past the opening in the
blade at the detent part 13 so that the cigarettes
do not foul or catch in the cmemncr when loaded
in the case. .

Means is pr ovided for releasmg the detent part
13 from the ovening 72 to free the blade 67 for op-
eration.. This means includes a releasing mem-~
ber 14 arranged within the channel member. I1
to extend across the outer side of ‘the opening 72.

" The Jower part of the releasing meémber 74 has
lugs 15 projecting. from its opposite edges and
these - lugs are -received. in notches 75 in
the side flanges of the trim or channel mem-=
ber 17, see Figs. 8 and 9, or engaged in notches

in the body wall 8. The engagement of the lugs"

75 in the fhoiches 76 retains the member-14 in
position and permits lilmbed pivotal movement
of the member. - The inner side of the releasing

mernber 74 engages with the detent part 13. The

member 74 is bent or shaped to have an outwardly
projecting button 77 received in an opening 18 in
the body wall 18, The user may press.on the but~
ton 17 to cause the member 14 to free the detent
part 13 from the opening 72.

It is believed that the operation of the im-
proved cigarette case of the invention will he
readily. understood from the foregoing -detailed
description.. Assuming that-the cover {1 and the
door 27 are closed and that it is desired to load
the case the user merely swings the cover 11 to
the open position. During this operation the
ejecting means 2 remains unactuated -and the
lug 44 merely swings or pivots in the eye 49. The
cover (1 swings back to expose the entire end of
the case body 18. - This allows the entire group

of cigarettes C contained in‘an original paper

package P to be entered in the case body I2.

~ lateh the door.
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Prior to the ingertion of the cigarettes C, the user
may insert his fingers in the case and press the
blade 67 back to latch the detent part 73 in the
opening 12 to hold the blade 67 retracted and out
of the path of the cigarettes to be loaded in
the case.” With the cover 1| open and the blade
67 retracted the entire group of cigarettes C may
be easily loaded in the case body 10 as a single
unit or group in the order or packed relation they
had in the original package. Fig. 3 illustrates
how this is done. The inside dimensions of the
case body 18 are such that the case is adapted to
hold the cigarettes C in the closely packed rela-
tion they bore in the original package. ‘Trans-
ferring the cigarettes C from the original pack-
age to the case does not change the positions of
the cigarettes C. The case body 19 is very little
larger than the original cigarette package P and
the ejecting mechanism, ete. is made to occupy
& minimum amoeunt of space so that the cigarettes
are not crowded or crushed in the case. With the
cigarettes: C loaded in the case body (0 the cover
i1’ may be closed The: case is then in condition
for ‘use. -

When it is desired ‘to obtam a cigarette C the
user merely pushes on the part 35, This releases
the catch 35 from the hook 38 and the spring 33
swings the ‘door 21 open and moves the ejector
32 upwardly. "The ejector raises or ejects one or

two cigarettes so that they project through the

opening 2§ to be readily vnthdrawn If only one
cigarette is desired and two cigarettes have been

’ejected the user merely closes the door 21 to

return the extra cigarette. When the door 21
is' closed the hook 38 engages the catch 35 to
When three or four clgarettes
have been withdrawn from the case the user may
press on the part TT to free the blade 671. 'The
blade €7 presses against the group of cigarettes
C to urge the cigarettes against the ejector 39

‘and thus feeds the cigarettes to the ejecting

means 2. The blade 67 remains effective until

the supply of cigareties is exhausted.

- Having described only a typical preferred
form and. application of my invention, T do not
wish to be limited or restricted to the specific de-
tails herein set forth, but wish to reserve to my-
self any variations or modifications that may
appear to those skilled in the art or fa2ll within
the scopz of the following claims:

Pav;ncr described my invention, I claim:
~ 1. A cigarette case comprising a case bedy hav-
ing a filling opening, a cover for the opening
hingedly connected to the body to be moved be-
+Wee"1 open and closed . positions and having a
movahle portion, means operated by the movable
pertion for ejecting cigavettes from the case hody,
and a lock operated by the movahle portion for
Icckmsr the cover closed during said ejection of
the.cigarettes.

2. A case of the character deSCI‘l"‘Pd compr!s-
Ing a case body having a filling opening, a cover
for’ the opening -hinged to :the body, the cover
having a discharge opening, & door for the dis-
charge opening, ejector means in the body for
ejecting objects through :the discharge ‘opening.
an operative connection ‘between the door and
ejector for causing simultaneous opening of the
door-and cperation of the ejector, said connection
permitting opening of the cover when the dodor
is closed, and a lock for the cover connected with
the door so that the cover is locked closed ‘when
the door is open. ;

3. A cigarette case comprlsmg acase body for
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¢ontaining the cigarettes and having a filling -

cpening threcugh which the cigarettes may be
passed into the case, a pivoted.cover for the fill-
ing opening having a discharge opening, a hinged
door for the discharge opening, an ejector in the
case for ejecting the cigarettes through discharge
opening, an operating member connected with
the ejector, and a universal connection between
the member and deor whereby opening of the door
is accompanied by cperation: of the ejector, said
connection being located to provide.for relative
pivetal movement between the door and mem-
ber about the pivotal axis of the cover when the
cover is opened and closed. ;

4, A cigarette case comprising a case body for

containing the cigarettes and having a filling
opening through which the-cigarettes may be
passed into-the case, a pivoted cover for the fill-
ing opening having a discharge opening, a hinged
door for the discharge opening, a spring means
for -opening the door, releasabls latch: means
for latching the door closed, an ejector in the
caze Tor ejecting the cigarettes through the dis-
charge opening, an operating member connected
with the ejector, and a universal connection be-
tween the member and door whereby opening
of the door is accompanied by operation of the
ejecter, said connection being located to provide
for relative. pivotal movement between the door
and -member abolt the pivotal axis of the cover
when the cover is opened and closed.

5. A cigarette case comprising a case body for
containing the cigarettes and having a filling
" opening through which the cigarettes may be
passed info the case, a pivoted cover for the fill-
ing opening having a discharge opening, a hinged
door for the discharge opening, an ejector in. the
cage for ejecting the cigarettes through discharge
opening, an operating member connected with the
ejector, a universal pivotal connection between
the member and the door whereby opening of
the door is accompanied by operation of the ejec~
tor, said connection being located to provide for
relative pivotal movement between the member
and door about the pivotal axis of the cover when
the cover is raised with the door in the closed po-
sition, and a lock for the cover connected with
the door so that the cover is locked closed when
the door is open.

8. A cigarette case comprising a case body for 9

containing the cigarettes and having 'a filling
. opening through which the cigarettes may be
passed into the case, a pivoted cover for the fill-
ing opening having a discharge opening, a hinged
door for the discharge opening, an ejector in the
case for ejecting the cigarettes through the dis-
charge opening, an operating member connected
with the ‘ejector, a pivotal connection between
the member and the door whereby opening of
the door is accompanied by operation of the ejec-
tor, said connection providing for relative pivo-
tal movement betewen the member and door
abeut the pivotal axis of the cover when the cover
is. raigsed with the door in the closed position, and
lock means operable upon opening of the door
for locking the cover against opening, the lock
means cemprising a movable lock part carried by
-the cover for locking with the body, and cam
means on the door for cperating the lock part.
7. A case of the character described compris-
ing a case body having g filling opening, a cover
for the opening hinged to the body, the cover hav-

5

ing a discharge opening, a door for the discharge
cpening, ejector means in the body for ejecting

- cbjects through the discharge opening, an op-
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erative connection hetween the door-and ejector
for causing simultanceous opening of the door and
operation cf the ejector, said.connection  per-
mitting opening of the cover when the door is-.
closed, and means operative upon opening of
the door for locking the cover closed, the' last
named means comprising a lock. part movably
carried by the cover adapted to have locking en-
gagement with the body, spring means holding

“the lock part retracted, and cam means on the

door for moving the lock part into locking en-
gagement with the body when the door is opened.

8. A cigarette case comprising a case body for
containing the cigarettes and having a filling
opening through which the cigarettes may he
passed into the case, a cover for the filling open-
ing adapted to be moved to an open position
clear of the filling opening, the cover having a
discharge opening, an ejector at one wall of the
body for ejecting the cigarettes through the dis-
charge opening, a leaf spring mounted at the op-
posite wall of the body for feeding the cigarettes
to the ejector, and means for latching the leaf
spring in adjacent relatiocn to said opposite wall
when the cigarettes are to be loaded in the body
inciuding a fixed shoulder in the body and a pro-
jection on the spring for latching with the shoul-
der.

9. In a cigarette case, a body for containing
the cigarettes and having a filling opening, eject-
ing means in the body for ejecting the cigarettes
therefrcm, a blade tending to move toward. the
ejecting means to feed the cigarettes thereto,
and releasable means for holding the blade re-
tracted when the cigarettes are to 'be loaded into
the case body, the last named means including a
shoulder cn the body, a part on the blade for re-
leasably latching with the shoulder, and a manu-
ally operable member on the case for disengaging

-said part from the shoulder. )
10. In a cigarette case, a body for containing- -

the cigarettes and having a filling opening, ¢ject-
ing means in the body for ejecting the cigarettes

" therefrom, a curved spring blade tending to move

toward the ejecting means to feed the cigarettes
thereto, and releasable .means for holding the-
blade retracted when the cigareties are to be
loaded into the. case body, the body having an
opening -in its wall, the last named means in-
cluding a part on the blade for latching in the

. opening, a trim member on the exterior of the

60

body covering said opening in the wall of the
body and having a window, and a releasing mem-
ber in the trim.- member manually accessible
through the window to release said part from the
oprening in tha body wall. :

11, In a cigarette case, a body for receiving and
holding the cigarettes, ejecting means in the
bedy for ejecting the cigarettes therefrom,; a sub-
stantaillly semi-circular thin flexible spring blade
having one end achored in the body to have its
intermediate portion fattened through contact
with the cigarettes and urging the cigarettes lat-
erally toward the ejecting means while main-
taining the cigarettes upright and an auxiliary
torsional spring acting on the blade adjacent its
anchored end to assist the blade in feeding the
cigareties to the ejecting means. :

PAUIL: L. McCOON.




