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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 

Paul L. MeCoon, Los Angeles, Calif., assignor to 
- Trijexi Corporation, a corporation of California, 
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11 Claims. (CI. 206-41.2) 

This invention relates to containers or cases 
and relates more particularly to cases for ciga 
rettes and the like. A general object of the in 
vention is to provide a practical, effective and 
inexpensive cigarette. 
ejecting teans. 
Araether obje - 

cigarette case which effectively; protects and seals 
the ; cigarettesaad which is operable to succes 
sively...project...or eject the cigarettes for ready 
regaGYal. . . . . . . . . . . n. J . 

:case. embodying a novel 

garette case formed with one end; fully open 
for the easy insertion or loading of the entire 
centents of an original cigarette package into 
the case:y merely entering the entire group of 
cigarettes into the sease while stripping the 
Q:iginal package away, said end-of the ease 
being provided with a geover for closing and seal 
iiig the case to retain and protect the cigarettes. 
Agther gobject of the invention is to provide 

a cigarette case oft 
Wiich hereoVer has an ejecting opening, pro 
Wided With a sping loaded door coupled. With an 
ejectigrand: easily released for opening to cause 
tine atomatic ejection cf the cigarettes 
the case.: ...: '... . . . . . . . 
andther object ci the invention is to provide 

a device of the character mentioned embodying-a, 
novel coupling, between the case cover; and :the 
ejector door which is uninjured and unaffected 
Witen the cover is hinged between the open and 
closed positions for the loading of the case and 
Which may serve as a hinge. 
the cover. . . . . . . 

a cigarette case of the character referred to tern 
Odying a novel control or lock neans for the 

5the invention is to provide a 

Another object of the invention is to provide 

scharacter referred to in 

auxiliary:hinge for 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ; : 35 

in other object of the invention is to provide 

and application of my invention, throughout 
which description reference is made to the ac 
companying drawings, in which: 

Fig.1 is a perspective view of the case provided 
by this invention with both the cover and the 
ejection means door closed. Fig. 2 is a Side ele 
vation of the case showing the door raised and a 
cigarette, partially ejected from the case. Fig. 3 

10. 

15. 

20 

ris: a longitudinal detailed sectional view of the 
case in a reclining position with the cover open 
showing the manner in which tine case is loaded. 
Fig. 4 is a vertical detailed sectional view of the 
case in the closed condition illustrating the 
cigarettes in broken lines and showing the feed 
ing mechanism retracted. Fig. 5 is an enlarged. 
fragmentary horizontal detailed Sectional view 
taken 2s indicated by line. 5-5 on Fig. 4. Fig.6 
is an enlarged fragmentary vertical sectional 
view taken substantially as indicated by line 6-6 
on 3Fig. 4. ...Fig. 7 is an enlarged fragmentary 
vertical sections view illustrating the mounting 
of the feeling means. Fig. 8 is an elevation view 
of tie releasing member of the feeding mecha 

30: 

COVer which prevents opening of the case. When 
the ejector door is open, thereby preventing.in 
jury to the ejecting mechanism, and embodying 
a lock means for the ejector door and ejector 
I.Recallis. Which holds the Sane against opera 
tion when the cover is raised to reload the case. 
A further object of the invention is to provide A. 

a cigarette case of the character mentioned en 
addying an improved feeding mechanism which 
feeds or advances the cigarettes to the ejector 
for ejection thereby and controlled by a latch 
means which serves to hold the cigarette push 
ing or feeding element retracted against the Wall 
of tine case where it does not interfere with the 
free loading of the entire original group of ciga-. 
rettes into the case, which latch means is readily 
released subsequent to the loading operation, 5 
censitioning 
tion. - - . . . . . . . . 

The various objects and features of my inven 
tion will be fully understood from the following 
detailed description of a typical preferred form. 

the feeding nechanisia for Opera 

40 

4. 5 

5 5 

60 

Inism, removed frontine other parts. Fig. 9 is an 
enlarged fragmentary horizontal detailed. Sec 
tional view taken as indicated by line 9-9 on 
Fig. 4. Fig. 10 is an enlarged vertical detailed 
sectional view of the case showing: the ejecting 
means inian actuated condition and the feeding 
means retracted. Fig.11 is a fragmentary hori 
zontal detailed Sectional view taken substantially 
as indicated by liner - on Fig. 10 and Fig. 
12 is a fragmentary perspective view of . One of 
the channel neithe Sreiroyed from the case. 

the cigarette:case of the present in Ventionnay 
be said to comprise, generally, a case body fo, a 
pivoted or hinged cover if for the body 0, eject 
ing means 2 associated with the cover if , and 
feeding means 3 for feeding the cigarettes C 
to the ejecting means 2. 
The case disprovided to receive and contain 

the cigarettes C and carries and houses the Wari 
Gus other elements of the device. In the pre 
ferred structure the case body is designed and 
proportioned to receive the entire Contents of an 
Original package of cigarettes, for example, it 
Inay be proportioned to receive twenty cigarettes 
in a pack or group as generally marketed in the 
Original paper container. As illustrated, the case 
body, 3 may be a hollow rectangular structure 
comprisingia, botton 4, Side Walls 5 and what 
I Willitern edge Wallis 5. In accordance With 
the in Vention the case body has an open upper 
end normally closed by the cover . The case 
body may be an integral or one-piece mem 
ber formed of a selected material. In practice 
the body 49 may be constructed of one of the so 
called plastic materials and it is preferred to 
form the body: of transparent or partially 
transparentimaterial so that the user may ascer 

  

  



2 
tain the number of cigarettes within the case. 
The case body may be of any Selected color and 
may be ornamented as desired. In the form of 
the invention illustrated the edge walls 6 of the 
body are provided with ornamental trim or 
channel nelnbers f which serve to conceal, carry 
and house certain of the other elementS to be . . . 
later described. The channel shaped trim men 
bers it are partially recessed in central longitu 
dinal grooves 8 in the external surfaces of the 
Wallis 6, being arranged to have their edge flanges 
bearing in tie grooves, see Fig. 5. Ears 9 pro 
ject from the edges of the channel members 
at vertically spaced points to pass through open 
ings 23 in the walls 6 and are turned back 
against the inner surfaces of said walls to retain 
the members in position. The channel members 

| 7 may extend downwardly to the bottom 4 
where they are rounded to merge with the bottom 
while their upper ends are spaced some distance 
below the top of the case body. 
The cover serves to normally close the up 

per end of the case to retain and protect the 

5 

contents and is adapted to be opened to permit 
the loading of the case. The cover is pref 
erably, though not necessarily, formed of sheet 
metal and is generally flat and parallel with the 
bottom 4 when in the closed position. Depend 
ing flanges or wings 2 are provided on the op 
posite ends of the cover and depending flanges 
22 extend along the longitudinal edges of the 
cover. The edge walls 6 are indented or recessed 
at their upper parts to receive the wings 2i and 
the upper edges of the side walls 5 are recessed 
to l'eceive the fianges 22 so that these parts may 
lie Substantially flush With the external Sur 
faces of the case. The case cover is pressed 
or formed to have a raised longitudinal rib 23 
which continues across its upper side and its 
wings 2 to complement or complete the channel 
members 7 of the body is. In accordance with 
the invention the cover fi is pivoted or hinged 
to the body to swing about an axis in or im 
mediately adjacent the plane occupied by one of 
the body side walls. 5. Thus, as best illustrated 

25 

3 5 

40 

4. j 
in Figs. 1 and 11, horizontal hinge pins 24 are 
anchored in upper corner parts of the body fo 
to have their axes in the vertical plane of a side. 
wail 5 and these pins extend through openings 
in the cover wings to support the cover for 
pivotal movement between its open and closed 
positions. 
gagement of its wings 2 and flanges. 22 with the 
body walls serves to hold the cover against open 
ing. When the cover is open, as shown in Fig. 
3 of the drawings, it is completely clear of the 
upper end of the body 0 so that the case may be 
readily loaded. - - - - - - - - 

In accordance with the invention a discharge 
opening 25 is provided in the cover i to permit 
the ejection of the cigarettes C. The opening 
25 is Substantially rectangular and is provided 
at one end of the cover . The opening 25 pref 
erably has one longitudinal wall at an end edge or 
Corner of the cover f and its opposite end Walls 
are adjacent the longitudinal edge corners of the 
cover. A central reduced extension or notch 26 
is provided in the inner longitudinal sides of the 
Opening 25. The opening 25 is proportioned to 
freely pass at least two cigarettes. 
The ejecting means 2 is operable at the will 

of the user to project, the cigarettes C through 
the opening 25 singly or in pairs. The means, 2 
includes a door 2 for the opening 25. The door 
21 conforms to the opening 25 to fully occupy or 

When the cover is closed the en 

5 5 
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these lugs. 

2,327,120 
close the same and has a tongue 28 occupying the 
notch 26. When the door 27 is closed its upper 
surface may lie flush with the Surface of the 
cover and it is preferred to provide a central 
rib 29 on the door to complete the rib. 23. IDown 
turned lugs 39 are provided on the cover at the 
opposite sides of the notch 26 and down turned 
ears. 3 on the tongue 28 lie against or adjacent 

A pivot pin 32 passes through hori 
Zontal openings, in the lugs and ears 3 to sup 
port the door 27 for pivotal movement. A tor 
sional opening 33 surrounds the pin 32 and has 
one end anchored to the cover and one end 
bearing upWardly against the door 2. The 
spring 33 is operable to Swing the door 27 from 
its closed position to its open, substantially ver 
tical position. - - - 

Latch means is provided to hold the door 27 
closed and to retain the ejecting mechanism 2 
in its idle retracted condition. The latch means 
comprises a latch 34 arranged at the inner side 
of the Wing 2 which is at the discharge opening 
25, see Fig. 10... The latch 34 may be riveted or 
otherwise fixed to the wing 2 f and extends up 
wardly to have its upper end adjacent the open 
ing 25. The upper end of the latch 34 is shaped 
or bent to form a catch 35. The intermediate 
portion of the latch 34 is shaped or bent to have 
an outwardly projecting button part 36 which is 
received in an opening 37 in the wing 2. An 
inwardly projecting detent or hook 38 is formed 
on the outer edge of the door 27. The hook 38 
may be as shown or there may be an opening 
formed in the door 27 instead of the hook. The 
catch 35 is cooperable with the opening or hook 
38 to hold the door 27 closed. The resiliency of 
the latch 34 normally retains the catch 35 in 
engagement with the opening or hook 38. By 
merely pressing inwardly on the part 36 the latch 
34 is flexed to free the catch 35 from the opening 
or hook 38, thus freeing the door 21 for opening. 
When the door 27 is reclosed the opening or hook 
38 again cooperates with the catch 35 to hold the 
door shut. . . . . . . . 

The ejector means 2 further includes a shift 
able ejector 33. The ejector 39 is a flat strip or 
strap riding on the internal surface of tie wall 
f6 below the opening 25. The means for guid 
ing and retaining the ejector 39 comprises lugs or 
ears 40 projecting from the inner side of the 
ejector 39 and extending through a vertical slot 
4 in the body wall 6. The outer parts of the 
ears 40 are turned back or laterally to ride on 
the botton wall of the recess i? 3. . This structure 
is illustrated in Fig. 5. The guiding ears 49 are 
spaced vertically along the ejector 39. The ejec 
tor 39 is guided by the ears 49 to lie flat against 
the wall S. An outwardly or laterally turned 
lifting foot 32 is provided on the lower end of the 
ejector 39. The foot 42 may be curved or con 
cave. A groove 43 is formed in the case bottom 
i4 to receive the foot 42 when the ejector is in its 
down position. When the ejector 39 is in its fully 
retracted position its upper end is spaced some 
distance below the opening 25. 
The invention provides a novel coupling or con 

nection between the door 27 and the ejector 39. 
This connection includes a depending lug 44 on 
the under side of the door 27. The lug 44 is at 
One side edge or end of the door 2 and is re 
ceived in a notch 45 in the aligned case side wall 
AG when the door is closed. A laterally or in 
Wardly projecting flange 46 is provided on the 
ejector 39 in substantially vertical alignment with 
the lug. 4. A link 47 extends between the lug 



44 and the:flange:46 and a pivotpring48 connects 
the lower sends of the link:47;with the fianges4S. 
:A:groove 9 in thesinternalist1tiface of the adjacent 
Wall 5 receives the flange:46 and taeinki-43so 
that:, theses parts doinet interfere: with the ciga - 5 ir 
lettes-C. A rediticed finger is provided on:tie up 
per ends of the Eliakr 4 ; and is bert orieused to 
form: an-eye 9. Theseye's 3 istreeeived lor:linked 
-in-ain-ggening 59; in the litiga44. The 'fit' of the 

of the part: 68 in the opening 60-positively.locks 
-the-cover against upward movement. A coiled 
Spring 6 fisarranged iunder capression between 
the lever 3:and the opposing wail of the hois 

f, to urgethelever to its released position 
where the paits 8:is free of the opening 3. ... the 
Spiring 6 may bearranged on the part 55 as illus 
ticated in Fig.1. - 

Caint means: is provided to control or actuate 
-eye-49, in the opening 50 is such that, there may 20 the lock lever:53. The tongue 28 of the door 27 
be relative-pivotal movement between the ug:44 
and the link 47 about theiongitudiinal axis of the 
opening:50, and is Such that thetlug 44 inhay pivot 
on the common axis of the pivot; pins:24 with: ce 

as a down turned Cain part 2. On its Guter end 
provided with convergentifaces, 63. One of these 
CanifaceStee3:Constitutes, a cam face, and is: en 
tgageable with: atlip.364 formed on the adjacent 

spect to the link:47. This-structure provides an is side-edge of theilockslever 53. When the door 
-effective pivotal-connections between the leg:44 
and the link 4 whereby the door:27-operates the 
link to, elevate, the ejector-29 when the door-operas 
2nd the connection -also permits swinging or 

27;is in the?tlosed position: the cairn part 62 is 
retracted with respects to the lock lever 53; and 
the Spring 6 holds theilever in the position 
where the part 58 is clear of the opening i. 6). 

hinging of the closed, door 27 with the cover -- 20 Urider these conditions the cover i : Finay be 
When the latter is opened-and-closed withoutingv 
ing or interfering with...the li nk :47 or the ejecter 
39. In other words...the-door 27 is operatively 
connected with the ejector link 47 by a rears. 
which allows: the cover 3 to be swung open and 25 pivot; the levers53 to the position:v 
closed. Withaut disturbing.or.injuring the ejecting 
mechanism...so long as the door 27, remains closed. 
Upon the release of the latch. 34, the Spring 33 
automatically.swings the door. 27, upwardly to its 
open position and the 

ejector is moved upwardly simultaneously with 
the opening of the door. The foot 42 of the 
tor 33 is operable...to raise, and eject the cigarette 
or eigarettes C, which may be restings against the 
ejector:33. Thus, the single. Spring 33 serves to 
open the door 27 and to eject, the cigarette or 
cigarettes C. - :% 

The invention provides means for a tomati 
cally locking the cover when the ejecting means 40 Cft the 
2 is operated or used. The under side of the 
cover if is provided with a generally horizontal 
shield or "housing 5" having, side, walls and edge 
flanges which are releasably, engaged or snapped 
with lugs 86 on the inner side of the cover to hold 
the housing in place. The under side of the 
housing 51 nay be engageable with the upper 
ends of the cigarettes'C' to limit or prevent, longi 
tudinal shifting of the same. Notches 52 are 
formed in the forward-edges ofthehousingst to 
receive the hinge pin 32 of the door 27 which as 
sists in holding the housing in place. The lugs 
30 and ears 3 of the door mounting project 
downwardly into the housing. The lock for the 
cover comprises a lever 53 pivotally mounted 
in the housing 51. The lever 53 has a down 
turned lear on one-end previded with a reduced 
finger; 54. The finger 54 enters an opening 55 in 
the lower-wall of the housing is and the lower 
end of the lever 53 bears on-aridge 56 surround 
ing the opening to support the ever for free piv 
total movement. The inhajar intermediate por 
tion of the lever 53 engages the under side of the 
cover to prevent upward movemerit of: the le. 
ver. The ever is bentor shaped to have a down 
Wardly extending runner 5, which fides Gil the 
inner. Surface dif: the housing:5 to prevent down 
Ward novertieia, Gf the ever and to guide the 
outer: part of the lever. A laterally projecting 
boit part:58 is formed on the "otter, part: of the 
lever 53 adjacent the runner;5. Fhe boit-part 
58 passes through: an opening 59 in the side-wall 
of the housing 5 and is adapted to extends is to 
a socket or opening 60 in the adjacent side wall 
i5; of the case 1-0, see Fig.11. The-engagentnt 

speed-arid closed at Will. When, the ejector 
means 2 is operated to.cause: opening of the 
door;2; and upward movement of the ejector 39, 
the can face. G3 cooperates with the lip G4 to 

efe the part 
582 engages inzthe 'opening 60. This holds the 
-CoVer against opening. When the cover 27 is 
reclosed;the lock lever 53 returns to itside posi 
tion where the part 53 is out of the openitag 60. 

ink 47 transmits...nove- to The 'forward part of the housing 5 f is extended 
ment from the door-to-the-ejector SS so that the and 'curved upwardly to form:a, spring. The 

lower gend of the can part f622 cooperates with 
this spring poition of...thehousing: to retard the 
Operatig: movement of the door 2. It will be 

85 observed that the cooperation of the cam face 
263 with: the lipi G4 aid the 2engagement of the 
can-part:62; with the spring pertion of the hous 

ling 5 ; Operate to retard the 'final opening novel. 
ment of the door:27, and final: upward movement 

ector 39 softhat the ejecting means parts 
'arenist; subjected to shock and so that the ejected 
cigarette is not thrown out of the case: ; 
sin: addition to the shock absorbing action of 

the earn parts just described it is preferred to : 
-45 provide raeans for retarding the upward move. 

*nent of the ejector 33 as it:approaches the end 
Öf itsi upward movement. This Shock absorbing 
Bori retarding means "comprises a part :35 turned 
idown iforns the upperiend of the channel men. 

- 50 ber 7 which is adjacent the rejecting means 2. 
This part tie is turned back to lie against the 
inner side of the channel member 7, and pre 
sentStar downwardly; and outwardly-sloping face. 
:The uppermost flag; or:tear is 43s of the ejector 39 

55 ridesatap ragainst the part G6, as: the ejector. 39 
'approaches the rends of its upward movement. 
its engagement slows: down the upward move 
ment of the ejector and finally; stops the ejector 
and:limits the Gpening movernent of the door-2. 

60 - File:feeding, means 3- operates to urge or feed 
the cigarettes C. towardi.the rejector 39 so that 
the cigarettes are successively, discharged by op 
-eatient of-the-naeans. 2. The-feeding means 3 
includes a curved spring blades 6 arranged in 

65 the case body...topush the cigarettes C toward 
the rejector 39. A substantially horizontal -slot 
68 is formed in the body wall: 16, which opposes 
the ejecting : naeans -2, and a pin is extends 
through the slot 68. Fhe spring blade 67 has 

10 Spaced sears as en rits upper edge rolled about 
the pin, 69 to pivotally support the blade 6. A 
torsional:Spiring Ti is arranged around the spin 
69-and-reacts between the body wall-S and the 
blade 67 to urge the blade: forwardly. The blade 

756, is bowed-downwardly and inwardly and then 

  



4. 
downwardly and outwardly to have its major 
intermediate part bear against the cigarettes C. 

. I prefer to construct the blade 67 of verythin 
material, Such as Spring brass of .096 or .007 of 
an inch thick, so that it conforms to the ciga 
rettes C for a Substantial part of its length. It 
will be observed that the torsional Spring 7 aids 
the inherent resiliency of the blade 6 in main 
taining the blade in pressure contact with the 
cigarettes C. The blade 67 is mounted on the 
body wall 6 adjacent the under side of the hous 
ing 5 and the blade is bent. Or shaped. So that 
it is stopped or limited by the housing S. When 
the supply of cigarettes C is reduced to only tWO 
or three. The shape or curvature of the blade 
6 is such that the lower part of the blade, can 
not dig into or injure the cigarettes C. When the 
blade is stopped or limited by the housing 5, 
as just described. The last cigarettes C are read 
ily ejected without further movement of the 
blade 6 which might wedge, or pinch then 
against the ejector 39. ' ' . 
The feed means 3 further includes lineans...for 

latching or retaining the blade 67 in a retracted 
position against or adjacent the Wall of the case 

when a new Supply of cigarettes is to be loaded 
in the case. This means includes or provides an 
opening 72 in the adjacent wall 6 Cf. the body 

5 

O 

5 

O 

fo. A U or V slot is cut in the blade 6- and the 
material defined by the slot is curled or rolled : 
into a detent projection 3 for engaging in the 
opening 2. The engagement of the detent part 
73 in the opening 72 serves to hold the blade 67 
flattened or partially flattened as illustrated in 
Fig. 10 of the drawings where it lies substantially : 
flush against the adjacent body wall f6. The 
portion of the retracted blade 6 above the detent 
part 13 bows inwardly, to a sufficient extent to 
guide the cigarettes C past the opening in the 
blade at the detent part T3 so that the cigarettes 
do not foul or catchin the opening when loaded 
in the case. . . . . . . - - : 
Means is provided for releasing the detent part 

73 from the opening 2 to free the blade 6 for Op 
eration. This means includes a releasing mem 
ber 4 arranged within the channel member 7 
to extend across the outer side of the opening 72. 
The Jower part of the releasing member 4 has 
lugs 75 projecting from its opposite edges and 
these lugs are received in notches 73 in 
the side flanges of the trim or channel mem 
ber 7, see FigS. 8 and 9, or engaged in notches 
in the body wall 6. The engagement of the lugs 
75 in the notches 76 retains the member 74 in 
position and permits limited pivotal movement 
of the member. The inner side of the releasing 
member 4 engages with the detent part 73. The 
member 14 is bent or shaped to have an outwardly 
projecting button 7 received in an opening 78 in 
the body wall 6. The user may press on the but 
ton TT to cause the member 4 to free the detent 
part 3 from the opening 72. 

It is believed that the operation of the in 
proved cigarette case of the invention will be 
readijyunderstood from the foregoing detailed 
description. Assuming that the cover if and the 
door 2 are closed and that it is desired to load 
the case the user merely swings the cover if to 
the open position. During this operation the 
ejecting means 2 remains unactuated and the 
lug 44 merely swings or pivots in the eye 49. The 
cover Swings back to expose the entire end of 
the case body (). This allows the entire group 
of cigarettes C contained in an original paper. 
package P. to be entered in the case body 2. 

return the extra cigarette. 

2,827,120 
Prior to the insertion of the cigarettes C, the user 
may insert his fingers in the case and press the 
blade 6 back to latch the detent part 3 in the 
opening 2 to hold the blade 67 retracted and Out 
of the path of the cigarettes to be loaded in 
the case. With the cover open and the blade 
67 retracted the entire group of cigarettes C may 
be easily loaded in the case body fo as a single 
unit or group in the order or packed relation they 
had in the original package. Fig. 3 illustrates 
how this is done. The inside dimensions of the 
case body fa) are such that the case is adapted to 
hold the cigarettes C in the closely packed rela 
tion they bore in the original package. Trans 
ferring the cigarettes C from the original pack 
age to the case does not change the positions of 
the cigarettes C. The case body ) is very little 
larger than the original cigarette package P and 
the ejecting mechanism, etc. is made to occupy 
a minimum amount of space so that the cigarettes 
are not Crowded or crushed in the case. With the 
cigarettes. C loaded in the case body fo the cover 

may be closed. The case is then in condition 
for use. - 

When it is desired to obtain a cigarette C the 
user merely pushes on the part 36. This releases 
the catch 85 from the hook 38 and the spring 33 
SWings the door 27 open and moves the ejector 
39 upwardly. The ejector raises or ejects one or 
two cigarettes so that they project through the 
opening 25 to be readily withdrawn. If only one 
cigarette is desired and two cigarettes have been 
ejected the user merely closes the door 27 to 

When the door 27 
is closed the hook 38 engages the catch 35 to 
latch the door. When three or four cigarettes 
have been withdrawn from the case the user may 

40 

press on the part TT to free the blade 67. The 
blade 6 presses against the group of cigarettes 
C to urge the cigarettes against the ejector 39 
and thus feeds the cigarettes to the ejecting 
means 2. The blade 67 remains effective until 

- . the supply of cigarettes is exhausted. 

43 

5 (i. 

Having described only a typical preferred 
form and application of my invention, I do not 
Wish to be limited or restricted to the specific de 
tails herein set forth, but wish to reserve to my 
self any variations or modifications that may 
appear to those skilled in the art or fall within 
the scope of the following claims: 

Having described my invention, I claim: 
1. A cigarette case comprising a case body hav 

ing a filling opening, a cover for the opening 
s 5 

6) 

hingedly connected to the body to be moved be 
tween open and closed positions and having a 
movable portion, means operated by the movable 
portion for ejecting cigarettes from the case body, 
and a lock operated by the movable portion for 
locking the cover closed during said ejection of 
the cigarettes. - 

2. A case of the character described compris 
ing a case body having a filling opening, a cover 
for the opening hinged to the body, the cover 
having a discharge opening, a door for the dis 
charge opening, ejector means in the body for 
ejecting objects through the discharge opening, 
an Ogerative connection between the door and 
ejector for causing simultaneous opening of the 
door and operation of the ejector, said connection 
permitting opening of the cover when the door 
is closed, and a lock for the cover connected with 
the door So that the cover is locked closed when 
the door is open. . . . 

3. A cigarette case comprising a case body for 
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containing the cigarettes and having a filling 
opening through which the cigarettes may be 
passed into the case, a pivoted cover for the fill 
ing opening having a discharge opening, a hinged 
door for the discharge opening, an ejector in the 
case for ejecting the cigarettes through discharge 
opening, an operating naenger connected with 
the ejector, and a universal connection betWeen 
the member and door whereby opening Of the door 
is accompanied by operation of the ejector, Said 
connection being located to provide for relative 
pivotal movement between the door and men 
ber about the pivotal axis of the cover when the 
cover is opened and closed. 

4. A cigarette case comprising a case body for 
containing the cigarettes and having a filling 
opening through Which the cigarettes may be 
passed into the case, a pivoted cover for the fill 
ing opening having a discharge opening, a hinged 
door for the discharge Opening, a Spring means 
for opening the door, releasable latch means 
for latching the door closed, an ejector in the 
case for ejecting the cigarettes through the dis 
charge opening, an operating member connected 
with the ejector, and a universal connection be 
tween the member and door whereby opening 
of the door is accompanied by operation of the 
ejector, said connection being located to provide 
for relative pivotal movement between the door 
and reinber about the pivotal axis of the COVer 
when the cover is opened and closed. 

5. A cigarette case comprising a case body for 
containing the cigarettes and having a filling 
opening through which the cigarettes may be 
passed into the case, a pivoted cover for the fill 
ing opening having a discharge opening, a hinged 
door for the discharge opening, an ejector in the 
case for ejecting the cigarettes through discharge 
opening, an operating member connected With the 
ejector, a universal pivotal connection between 
the member and the door whereby opening of 
the door is accompanied by operation of the ejec 
tor, said connection being located to provide for 
relative pivotal movement, between the member 
and door about the pivotal axis of the cover when 
the cover is raised. With the door in the closed 90 
sition, and a lock for the cover connected with 
the door So that the cover is locked closed when 
the door is Open. - 

6. A cigarette case comprising a case body for 
containing the cigarettes and having a filling 
opening through which the cigarettes may be 
passed into the case, a pivoted cover for the fill 
ing opening having a discharge opening, a hinged 
door for the discharge opening, an ejector in the 
case for ejecting the cigarettes through the dis 
charge cpening, an operating nember connected 
With the ejector, a pivotal connection betWeen 
the member and the door whereby opening of 
the door is accompanied by operation of the ejec 
tor, said connection providing for relative pivo 
tal movement, betewen the member and door 
about the pivotal axis of the cover when the cover 
is raised with the door in the closed position, and 
lock means operable upon opening of the door 
for locking the cover against opening, the lock 
means comprising a novable lock part carried by 
the cover for locking with the body, and can 
means on the door for operating the lock part. 

. A case of the character described compris 
ing a case body having a filling opening, a COVer 
for the opening hinged to the body, the cover haW 
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ing a discharge opening, a door for the discharge 
Cpening, ejector neans in the body for ejecting 
objects through the discharge opening, an op 
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erative correction between the door and ejector 
for causing sinultaneous opening of the door and 
operation of the ejector, said, connection per 
mitting opening of the cover When the door is . 
closed, and means operative upon opening of 
the door for locking the cover closed, the last 
named neans comprising a lock part novably 
carried by the cover adapted to have locking en 
gagement with the body, spiring means holding 
the lock part retracted, and can means on the 
door for moving the lock part into locking en 
gagement with the body when the door is opened. 

8. A cigarette case comprising a case body for 
containing the cigarettes and having a filling 
opening through Which the cigarettes may be 
passed into the case, a cover for the filling open 
ing adapted to be moved to an open position 
clear of the filling opening, the cover having a 
discharge opening, an ejector at one Wall of the 
body for ejecting the cigarettes through the dis 
charge opening, a leaf Spring mounted at the Op 
posite wall of the body for feeding the cigarettes 
to the ejector, and lineans for latching the leaf 
Spring in adjacent relation to Said Opposite Wall 
When the cigarettes are to be loaded in the body 
including a fixed shoulder in the body and a pro 
jection on the Spring for latching with the shoul 
der. 

9. In a cigarette case, a body for containing 
the cigarettes and having a filling opening, eject 
ing means in the body for ejecting the cigarettes 
therefron, a blade tending to move toward, the 
ejecting means to feed the cigarettes thereto, 
and releasable means for holding the blade re 
tracted Wien the cigarettes are to be loaded into 
the case body, the last named means including a 
shoulder on the body, a part on the blade for re 
leasably latching With the shoulder, and a manu 
ally Operable inenber on the case for disengaging 
said part from the shoulder. 

10. In a cigarette case, a body for containing - - 
the cigarettes and having a filling opening, eject 
ing means in the body for ejecting the cigarettes 
therefrom, a curved spring blade tending to move 
toward the ejecting means to feed the cigarettes 
thereto, and releasable means for holding the 
blade retracted when the cigarettes are to be 
loaded into the case body, the body having an 
opening in its wall, the last named means in 
cluding a part on the blade for latching in the 
opening, a trim member on the exterior of the 
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body covering Said opening in the Wall of the 
body and having a WindoW, and a releasing mem. 
ber in the trim member manually accessible 
through the window to release said part from the 
opening in the body wall. 

ii. In a cigarette case, a body for receiving and 
holding the cigarettes, ejecting means in the 
body for ejecting the cigarettes therefron, a Sub 
stantailiy Semi-circular thin flexible Spring blade 
having one end a chored in the body to have its 
intermediate portion flattened through contact 
With the cigarettes and urging the cigarettes lat 
erally toward the ejecting means while main 
taining the cigarettes upright and an auxiliary 
torSiOnal Spring acting. On the blade adjacent its 
anchored end to assist the blade in feeding the 
cigarettes to the ejecting means. 

PAUL L. MCCOON, 


