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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Josgva R. Browx, of
IHigh Point, in the county of Guiliord and
State of North Carclina, have inventeda new
and useful Improvement in Trunk Straps and
Tastenings, of which the following is a speci-
fication.

My inventicn is an improved trunk strap
and fastening, seeking to provide a simple
cheap eonstruction which will be easy of ap-
plication and will serve to fasten the trunk
so it willeffectually withstand the roungh treat-
ment received by trunks intraveling; and the
invention consists in certain novel construc-
tions and combinafions of parts, as will be
hereinafter described, aud pointed out in the
claims.

Jdn the drawings, Figure 1 shows a trunk
provided with my improved strap and fasten-
ing, and Fig. 2 shows the improved dsvices
in detail.

The device, as shown, consists of the strap
A, preferably formed of steel, brass, or other
suitable metal of any desired or necessary
thickness. At one end the strap A is pro-
vided with a loop or bearing B, which is by
preference connected with the strap, as
shown, by forming it on a plate €, havingon
its rear side a headed stud D (o engage in a
key-hole slot I in thestrap. Fovpurposesof
adjustment I provide twoor more of such key-
hole slots in the strap, the headed stud D be-
ing fitted into the properslot. Ttis preferved
to connect the loop or bearing B to the strap
in the manner described; but manifestly the
strap-may be provided with such loop or bear-
ing in other ways without departing from
some of the broad principles of my invention.

At the opposite end of the strap A, I pro-
vide the hook T, pivoted at & to thestrap and
arranged to engage the bearing B.

In the constraction shown and as preferred
tle hook has a special form, being provided
near its pivot with a curved portion 1, form-
ing a seat for the bearing B and having its
point extended beyond said seat 1 to a con-
siderable extent, as shown. This exteusion
of the point or free end of the hoolk serves a

‘double purpose in that it affords ample lev-

erage in adjusting the hook into engagement
with the bearing B, and also that it permits
the point of the hook to be easily adjusted
into and out of engagement with the catch I
This cateh Iis located on the strap A near

Serial No, 392,508, (Mo model)

the end to which the hook is pivoted, and is
in the nature of a box or keeper, open at one
side at 2 and adapted to receive the point of
the hook and secure the latter in engagement
with the bearing B,

In practice T prefer to employ two straps A
and to notch the bottom of the trunk at its
front and rear edges at J to preventany slip-
ping of the straps. It isalso preferred to ar-
range the hooks on the two straps to face in
opposite directions, each toward the end of
the trunk adjacent to it,in order that in fast-
ening the trunk a hook may be taken in each
hand and drawn downward and toward each
other to conveniently fasten both straps at the
same time.

Having thus described my invention, what 1
claim as new is— :

1. In astrap and fastening, the combination
of the strap provided at one end with the loop
or bearing, the hook pivoted atone end to the
strap near the end thereof opposite said loop
or bearing, provided near its pivot with a seat
for the bearing or loop and having its point
extended beyond said seat, and the catch pro-
vided on the strap adjacent to the hook and
arranged to receive and hold the point of such
hook, substantially as set forth.

2. Theimproved strap and fastening herein
described, comprising the strap provided at
one end with a key-hole slot or slots and near
its opposite end with a cateh, as I, the plate
having a loop or keeper provided on its rear
side with » headed stud arranged to enter the
said key-hole slot, and the hook pivoted at
one end to the strap at the end thereof oppo-
site the key-hole slots arranged to engage the
loop or bearing and provided near its pivot
with a seat arranged to receive the same and
extended beyond said seat and having its free
end arranged for engagement with the catch
I in the fastened position of the hook, all sub-
stantially as set forth. '

3. The combination of the trunk and the
metal strap passed around the same and pro-
vided with & bearing eonnected adjustably :
with one end and with a hook pivoted to its
opposite end and arranged to engage said
bearing, all substantially as set forth.
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