
Oct. 9, 1934, M. F. HANSON 1,976,067 
SAFETY MANICURING AND FINGER NAIL CUTTER COMBINATION 

Filed Dec. 30, 1933 2 Sheets-Sheet 1 

2a Z2er, 7. 

3T3 ?is--- g ---2 

29 at 
WA of A 

(NNNY SSS ŠEN N 

U-4 
Žew m 3)}: 22E. 

322. 2. 

3. 7 

22-24d 
3. SNSSNS --4 

2622 S. 

2S 20d 
33 39 36 

-79. Zsa everala 
777elvin F. Ha 77sor? 

atzorgy 

  

  

  

    

  

      

  

  

  



Oct. 9, 1934. M. F. HANsoN 1,976,067 
SAFETY MANICURING AND FINGER NAIL CUTTER COMBINATION 

Filed Dec. 30, 1933 2 Sheets-Sheet 2. 

7.2. 8. 
Z te. 

2e). 9. 
3a. 34a --7 f(O 

1. Zee. A U. sé gs 
34c 36 3C 

3d 7ész. ZZ 2N. 

35C 352 
S Near 
NS 33 

7%. 13. 29.7% 

Zsa eveaaaay! 
f77elvira A. Aansor 

Elazo 22ey 

  



UNITED STA 

Patented Oct. 9, 1934 

1976,067 
SAFETY MANICURING AND FINGER NAL 

CUTTER COMBINATION 
Melvin F. Hanson, Boston, Mass., assignor to 

Morris Moshin, Boston, Mass. 
Application December 30, 1933, serial No. 704,664 

4. Claims. (C. 30-23) 

1976,067 

TES PATENT OFFICE 

This invention relates to manicuring imple 
ments, and particularly to an implement combin 
ing in a single unit the functions of a cuticle cut 
ter and a nail cutter. 

Objects of the invention are to provide a con 
bination inplement for performing the above 
functions which will be extremely simple in con 
struction and unusually efficient in operation; 
which will ba capable of commercia manufac 
tire at low cost; which will cut with equal fa 
cility either the cuticle or the nails; which when 
Sed as a Cuticle cutter will trim the cuticle with 

out danger of cutting too deeply into the cuticle; 
and finally which will provide the maximum e 
verage with the minimum of weight and size so as 
to enable it conveniently to be carried in the 
pocket or the purse. 
These objects, together with certain other 

structural and operational advantages which 
will appear more fully hereinafter, are attained 
in the device of the present invention. 

In the accompanying drawings, I show One 
structural embodiment of my invention which I 
have found highly Satisfactory in actual service 
and Well adapted to the requirements of com 
mercial manufacture. 
Such embodiment raay be taken as typical of 

the principles involved, although it will be un 
derstood that it is selected as illustrative only and 
that Iny invention is capable of various modifica 
tions in structure and design. 

Figs. , 2 and 3 are top, side, and bottom views, 
respectively, of a manicure implement in accord 
ance with my invention. 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged section on the line 4-4- 
of Fig. i. 

Figs. 5, 6 and 7 are sections on the lines 5-5, 
6-6 and 7-7, respectively of Fig. 4, and m 

Figs. 8 to 13 inclusive are detailed views of in 
dividual parts, removed. m 
My combination implement is of the pliers 

type. It includes a pair of crossed handles 20 
and 21 of steel, aluminum, or the like. These are 
pivoted together as at 22 and are normally held 
open by a spring 23 interposed therebetween. 
Any suitable means may be employed for lock 

ing the handles closed when the implement is not 
in use. As here shown, a latch 24 is pivoted at 
25 to the extremity of one handle. The loop end 
26 of said latch is adapted to lock within a slot. 
27 at the extremity of the other handle. Obvi 
ously, of course, other forms of locking device 
may be used, or the locking device may be en 
tirely omitted if desired. 

If desired, a nail file and cleaner 28 may be 

pivoted, as at 29, to the under face of one of the 
handles. When not in use, the file 28 may be 
locked in an out-of-the-way position against the 
under face of the handle to which it is pivoted. 
This may be conveniently accomplished by form- 69 
ing the under face of the handle with a pair of 
Spaced locking lugs 30 between which the pointed 
end of the file 28 is adapted to be frictionally 
lodged. 
Beyond the pivot 22 the handles extend as op- 5 

posing jaws 20a and 21a. The inner faces of 
these jaws are oppositely recessed from side to 
Side, as indicated at 20th and 21b to provide 
Sockets within which a pair of coacting nail cut 
ters 31 and 32 are removably mounted. 

Each Cutter presents right and left hand cut 
ting blades 31a and 318, and 32d and 32b, re 
Spectively, the opposing edges of which are sharp 
ened for coaction with each other when the jaws 
are closed towards each other. 5 

Preferably the respective cutter blades of each 
cutter are oppositely curved as at 3ic and 32c 
to correspond substantially to the normal curva 
ture of the finger nails of the right and left hands. 

Preferably, also, the lateral faces of the jaws 80 
beyond the recesses thereof are laterally cut away 
as indicated at 20c and 2ic to permit the nail to 
be conveniently inserted between one or the other 
of the pairs of the opposing cutter blades, ac 
cordingly as to whether the implement is being sis 
Sed-to cut the nails of the right or left hand. 
The cutters themselves may be of any desired 

Construction. . Preferably they are detachable so . . 
that they may be removed from their mounting 
sockets and sharpened or replaced by new cut- O 
ter units when dulled. . ... i - 

Preferably also each cutter is constructed as a 
unit (see Figs. 10 and 13) in the form of a die or 
block presenting a base 3id or 32d bottoming on 
the mounting sockets. From said bases rise the 5 
blades 31a, 31b or 32a and 32b. m 
These cutter units may be detachably but se 

curely retained in their mounting sockets in any 
desired manner. Their frictional fit within the 
sockets may be sufficiently tight to accomplish to 
this, or the units may be positively fastened, as 
by means of attaching screws 33 or the like set - 
flush within the jaws. 

Beyond the cutters, the jaws extend as Sup 
porting surfaces 20d and 21d for a pair of oppos- 05 
ing cuticle cutters 34 and 35 which are preferably 
detachably mounted thereon. 
The cutter 34 is a flat blade mounted on the 

inner surface of the jaw extremity 21d in any . 
suitable manner and extending axially therebe- 0 



2 - 1,976,067 
yond. Preferably, the inner end of the blade 34 
is longitudinally slotted as indicated at 34a, to 
slide over a pair of headed positioning studs 36 
and 37 fixed to the inner face of said jaw ex 
tremity. (See Fig. 4.) 

Beyond said jaw extremity, the blade 34 ex 
tends as a combination guard and cutter. The 

10 

15 

20 

lateral edges of such cutter are curved inwardly. 
towards each other and sharpened as indicated 
at 34b and 34c, being separated from each other 
by a re-entrant slot 34d disposed substantially 
centrally of the outer end of the blade. (See 
Fig. 9.) 
Thus the outer end of the blade 34 presents a 

pair of oppositely curved cutting surfaces 34b 
and 34c. These constitute right and left hand 
cutting edges adapted for coaction with the simi 
larly curved cutting surfaces of the opposite cu 
ticle cutter 35. - 

: The cutter 35 is formed as a pair of blade ele 
ments 35a, and 35b. (See Figs. 11 and 12.) These 
extend back into the jaw extremity 20d, said 
extremity being slotted as at .20e to receive the 

- blades and the blades being detachably mounted 
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in said slots in any suitable manner, as by in 
denting the rear ends of the blades as at 38 and 
by forming the jaw extremity with opposite re 
cesses 39 within which said indented portions are 
detachably received. 
Beyond the jaw extremity 20a the blades 35a, 

and 35b are curved inwardly towards each other. 
on arcs of slightly larger radius than the curva 
ture of the cutting blades 34b and -34c of the 
coacting, cutter 34. 
When the jaws are pressed towards each other, 

the blades 35a and 35b travel past the blades 34b 
and 34c, outwardly thereof, to effect a shearing 
cut, the adjacent edges of the blades 35a, and 35b 
being sharpened as at 35c and 35d to coact with 
the sharpened lateral edges of the blades 34b and 
34C. 

In assembling the implement, the handles are 
pivoted together with the nail cutters 31 and 32 
mounted in their receiving sockets, and the cut 
cle cutters 34 and 35 mounted on the jaw extrem 
ities in the relation described. 
In operating the implement as a nail cutter, 

the opposing cutting blades 31a and 32a at the 
left side of the implement would naturally be used 
to cut the left hand nails if the implement were 

...held in the right hand, and the opposing blades 
315 and 32b at the right side of the implement 
would naturally be used to cut the right hand nails 
if the implement were held in the left hand. 
In operating the implement as a cuticle cutter, 

one side edge of the fiat cutter blade 34 is inserted 
under the cuticle. When the jaws are pressed 
together, the sharpened edges 35c and 35d of the 

- cutter blades 35a, and 35b travel past the beveled 
side edges 34b and 34c to produce shearing cuts. 
If the instrument be held in the right hand to . 

cut the cuticle of the left hand, the cooperating 
cutting edges 34b and 35c effectively coact as a 
shear. If the instrument is held in the left hand, 
the cooperating cutting edges 34c and 35d effec 
tively coact as a shear. . . 

Regardless of whether thf; cuticle of the right 
or the left hand is being cut, he blade 34 acts as 
a guard to prevent the cuticle from being too 
deeply cut. - . 

Moreover, the wiping or shearing action of the 
cutting edges 34b and 35c and 34c and 35d past 

5 

each other tends to make these blades self-sharp 
ening to some extent in action. 
On account of the construction and manner of 

mounting the nail and cuticle cutter blades, it is 
possible to cut nails...and/or cuticle on-any desired 
radius. s - 

Inasmuch as the several cutter units are all de 
tachable and replaceable, it is within the purview 
of my invention to furnish with each implement 
one or more extra sets of cutters as replacements. 
Although I have described my manicure imple 

ment as a combination nail and cuticle cutter it 
may obviously be used for other purposes, as in 
certain surgical uses, or for cutting corns, cal 
Iouses etc. 

Similarly, I recognize that many variations in 
structural and functional details are possible. All 
Such are to be regarded as included within the 
spirit and scope of my invention, if within the 
limits of the appended claims. 
What I therefore claim and desire to secure by 

Letters Patent is:-- . . 
1. A manicuring implement, comprising a pair 

of crossed pivoted handles providing spaced jaws 
terminating in mounting portions, a pair of op 
posing cuticle cutters mounted on said jaw ter 
minals, one of said cuticle cutters consisting of a 
relatively flat. Single blade, having its lateral edges 1 
curved towards each other and sharpened to pro 
vide a pair of cutting edges, the coacting cuticle 
cutter comprising a pair of spaced blades the rear 
ends of which extend along either side of the lon 
gitudinal axis of the jaw terminal on which said 1 
blade pair is mounted, the forward ends of said 
pair of blades being curved towards each other 
and having their edges opposite the single blade . 
sharpened, and the arcs of curvature on which 
the pair of blades were developed being greater 1 
than those on which the lateral cutting edges of 
the single blade were developed so that the sharp 
ened edges of the pair of blades pass outside of 
the sharpened lateral edges of the single blade 
and produce a shearing cut between said coact- 1 
ing cutting edges. . 

2. A manicuring implerinent as claimed in clain 
1 wherein the jaw terminal on which the pair 
of blades is mounted is longitudinally slotted at 
either side of its central median line to receive 1 
the rear ends of said pair of blades and is also 
provided with a pair. of locking recesses and 
wherein the rear ends of said blades are formed 
with indentations adapted to enter and be fric 
tionally retained within said locking recesses. 1. 

3. A manicuring implement, comprising a pair 
of Crossed pivoted handles providing Spaced jaws 
terminating in mounting portions, a pair of Op 
posing cuticle cutters mounted on said jaw ter 
minals, one of said cuticle cutters consisting of a 1 
relatively flat single blade, the rear end of which 
overlaps the inner face of its jaw terminal and 
has a longitudinal slot, a headed fastening ex 
tending through said jaw terminal with its head 
disposed in said slot for adjustably and detach- 1 
ably fastening said blade to said terminal, said ". 
blade beyond said terminal having its lateral 
edges curved towards each other and sharpened 
to provide a pair of cutting edges, and having at 
its forward end an axial slot separating said 1 
rounded cutting edges, the coacting cuticle cut 
ter comprising a pair of spaced blades the rear 
ends of which extend rearwardly of the opposite 
jaw terminal at either side of the longitudinal 
axis thereof, said pair of blades beyond said ter- 1 
minal being curved towards each other and hav 
ing their edges opposite the single.blade sharp 
ened, and the arcs of curvature on which the pair 
of blades were developed being greater than those 
on which the lateral cutting edges of the single 1 
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blade were developed so that the sharpened edges 
of the pair of blades pass outside of the sharpened 
lateral edges of the single blade and produce a 
shearing cut between said coacting cutting edges. 

4. A manicuring implement as claimed in 
claim 3 wherein the aw terminal on which the 
pair of blades is mounted is longitudinally slotted 

at either side of its central median line to re 
ceive the rear ends of said pair of blades and is 
also provided with a pair of locking recesses and 
wherein the rear ends of said blades are formed 
with indentations adapted to enter and be fric 
tionally retained within said locking recesses. 

MEWN F. HANSON. 
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