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ek fitg 15 a,
"D 15 a,

gine, there are arranged a pair of upstream NOy occluding catalysts (15a
and 15b), which occlude NOy contained in an exhaust gas when the air/fuel
ratio of the inflow exhaust gas is lean and which releases the occluded NOx
when the air/fuel ratio of the inflow exhaust gas becomes a stoichiometric
ratio or rich. A downstream NOy occluding catalyst (17) is arranged on the
downstream side of those upstream NO, occluding catalysts (15a and 15b).
The upstream NOy occluding catalysts (15a and 15b) and the downstream
p NOy occluding catalyst (17) are formed such that the space speed in the
downstream NOy occluding catalyst (17) is higher than the space speed in
the upstream NOx occluding catalysts (15a and 15b).
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