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PATENT OFFICE 

943,503 
FOLDING CLOTHES WERINGER 

John H. Adams, Seattle, Wash., assignor of 
one-half to Albert C. Philips, Seattle, Wash. 

Application February 27, 1932. Serial No. 595,624 
3 Claims. 

My present invention relates to the art of 
laundry equipment and more particularly to a 
folding clothes Wringer. The modern apartinent 
dwellers have for long been confronted With 
the perplexing problem of how to handle the 
Small laundry items, particularly those pieces of 
linen, ladies' underwear, and the like which it is 
inot normally desirable to send to the usual laun 
dry, yet which are of such small annouint that 
it is most desirable to do the laundry in the 
apartment. 
The average apartment dweller's live on ground 

Space where room is at a premium, consequently 
there is not sufficient space for the usual laundry 
tray and equipment. It is for such people as 
this that I have provided my folding clothes 
Wringer. 

I have arranged my Wringer in its Various 
parts, so as to make it readily adaptable for use 
upoin a kitchen sink or upon a bathtub of the 
Rore nodern type. Therefore, 
The principal object of my invention is the 

provision of a clothes Wringer, which by virtue 
of its construction can be folded up and stored 
in the fininimun Space. - 
A further object, is the provision of a clothes 

Wringer which, due to its unusual construction, 
can be quite practically used, attached to the 
average kitchen sink or bathtub. 
Other and more specific objects will be ap 

parent from the following description taken in 
connection with the accompanying drawings, 
Wherein 

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing a spe 
cific bathtub construction in cross Sectional 
elievation, and showing my Wringer attached 
thereto. 

Figure 2 is a transverse sectional view on an 
enlarged scale through my clothes Wringer. 

Figure 3 is a longitudinal Sectional view in ele 
wation showing the various essential parts of my 
Wringer. 

Figure 4 shows a trainSVerse Sectional view of 
my Wringer as it appears as folded away for 
Storage. 

Figures 5, 6 and 7 are fragmentary Sectional 
views taken along the appropriate lines of Fig 
ure 3. 
Referring to the drawings, throughout which 

like reference characters indicate like parts, 8 
and 10 designates respectively, the upper and 
lower roll of my wringer. These I prefer to 
form after the manner of the conventional 
wringer roll, in which gum rubber is normally 

(C. 68-32) 

vulcanized to a central core or metal shaft as 12 
and i4, respectively. 
The upper roller 8 I prefer to Inount in bear 

ings of conventional construction Which are Se 
cured within the Wringer frame 16. The bear- 60 
ings for shaft 14, which supports the lower roller, 
I prefer to mount in the Vertically 3 Ovable bear 
iragS 8 and 20. These I normally provide With 
guiding means within the frame as guide 22 
formed as part of or secured to frame i6 and ar- 65 
"anged to permit Vertical novenient of the bear 
ing, yet restrict the against Side in ovement. I 
then provide backing Spring as 24, Which are SO 
disposed that when garments of unusual thick 
ness pass between the rollers the spring may be 70. 
compressed and thus allow the garment to paSS 
through. 

it has, however, been found desirable to have 
the Spring tension on the rollers adjustable. This 
has been accomplished by providing each of the 75 
Spirings 24. With an adjustable Support 26, which 
is provided at its upper end with a spring guide 
28, Spring seat 30 and is adapted to be threaded 
into an outstanding lug 32, which may beformed 
as part of the frame work 16, but probably more 80 
preferably, formed as a separate block and Se 
cured thereto by Suitable means. This gives an 
Opportunity to make this lug of a more durable 
imetal than the frame as I have found it most de 
sirable to make the frame light in weight, con- 85 
Sequently have adopted aluminum as probably 
the most Satisfactory metal, yet the lug 32 should 
be of a firmer metal that will not be damaged by 
the actions of the threads of bolts 26. 

Attention is invited at this time to the Securing 
of the driving handle 34 to the upper of the two 
rolers, his permits the roller to be turned 
With the ordinary rotary movement common to 
Wringers in which the greatest force can be ap 
plied to the Wringer by pushing it away from the 
user, at the top. In my present construction this 
Will So turn the two rollers that garments Will be 
fed from the tub side of the wringer toward the 
Operator. This action is just the opposite from 
that normally found in the average wringer, 
Which has its operating handle secured to the 
lowermost roller and this when turned in the 
usual direction feeds, the material to be Wrung, 
from the Space outwardly disposed as in Figure 2 
to the inner Space which in this case would de 
posit the garment in the tub or away from the 
Operator. 

In order to assure an even driving of the two 
rolls 8 and 10, I provide my Wringer with the 
usual stepped gears 36 and 38, which are secured EO 
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respectively to shafts 12 and 14. These gears 
following the practice of Wringer construction 
are provided with teeth of unusual depth so as 
to permit their proper driving even though the 
rollers be spaced somewhat far apart. 
I prefer to hingedly secure my Wringer frame 

16 to a Supporting platform as 40 and to this end 
have provided a plurality of hinges as at 42. 
Platform 40, I normally prefer to form of metal 
having an upstanding edge as 44 extending 
around three sides of the platform, to the end 
that no Water can be lost and drained onto the 
floor. It is very desirable, further to provide 
platform 40 with means which will hold it onto 
the outer wall of a bathtub or a kitchen sink in a 
manner So that the innermost edge as 46 will be 
Somewhat lower than the outer edge. This is 
to facilitate drainage into the tub. 

It has been found desirable to provide platform 
40 with a rather secure method of attachment to 
the Wall of the bathtub. This I have provided 
by forming two supporting legs as 48 which are 
hingedly secured to platform 40 at 50. These 
legs, which should be tipped at 52 with Some Soft 
non-abrasive Imaterial Such as rubber, for in 
Stance, Inuist be SO mounted as to coine agains, a 
fixed stop Such as illustrated at 54. This stop 
must be of Sufficient size and so disposed as to 
positively limit the outward Swing of airins 48. 
This is essential for a secure attachment of the 
Wringer to the tub. It is then necessary to pro 
vide means on the opposite side of the tub wall 
so as to hold the Wringer securely in place. This 
I have provided with the resilient artin members 
56, which are hingedly secured as at 58 to plat 
form 40 and have abutting portion as 60 which 
are adapted to engage platform 40 in a nannel' 
to form a Secured backing for members 56, 
Membe's 56 should be tipped With Suitable ma 
terial, such as rubber, at 61 to prevent damage 
to the finish of the tub. Now, when the device 
is used it is customary to lower platform 40 until 
the rubber pad 62 contacts the upper edge of the 
tub Wall, but With the floor of platform 40 sloping 
OutWardly, then by SWinging the Wriger down 
Wardly into the tub, pads 52 are pressed tightly 
against the inner wall of the tub and securely 
lock the device in place against the resiliency of 
nenberS 56. 
The Wringer can then be hinged about 

the hinged axis 42 into an upright position 
Where it may be secured as by the latch rem 
ber 64. In order to facilitate wringing of clothes, 
and it must be understood that the wringing op 

1,943,503 
eration is what might be termed backwards from 
the ordinary use of a Wringer, I have found it de 
Sirable to provide a feeding inclined surface as 
66 which is hingedly secured at 68 to frame 16 
and which is Secured into position by the locking 
member 70. This feeding shelf 66 must of neces 
sity, of course, extend across the full Space of the 
Wringer rolls, or at least across the open engag 
able portion of the rolls. It being understood 
that it is necessary to provide roller guide nem 
bers at 72 and 74, which normally are a portion 
Of the Wringer frame, but which extend out over 
the rollers Sufficiently to guide any garment and 
prevent their going off the end of the roll and 
getting into the grease of the bearing. 
The foregoing description and the accompany 

ing drawings are believed to clearly disclose a 
preferred eimbodiment of my invention out it will 
be understood that this disclosure is merely illus 
trative and that such changes in the invention 
may be made are fairly within the scope and 
Spirit of the following claims: 

Having thus fully described my invention, 
What I claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent is: 

1. The combination in a portable Wringer with 
a platform forming a base and provided with 
fianged sides, of a pair of diagonal legs, brackets 
fixed at the underside of the base and pivot joints 
in Said bracketS for said legs, Said brackets hav 
ing stop walls for the legs, a pair of resilient arms 
mounted on the underside of the base, and pads 
mounted on adjoining faces of the free ends of 
the legs and artins, for the purpose described. 

2. The combination in a portable Wringer with 
a platform forming a base and provided with 
flanged Sides, of a pair of diagonal legs, brackets 
fixed at the underside of the base and pivot joints 
in Said brackets for said legs, said brackets hav 
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ing Stop Walls for said legs, a pair of resiiient, 3.5 
arms hinged to the underside of the base, said 
arms having bow-ends for supporting the base, 
and pads mounted on the adjoining faces of the 
free ends of said legs and arms. 

3. In a clothes Wringer, the combination with 2: 
a frame comprising a pair of Spaced housings for 
the ends of the rolls, said housings having coin 
plementary edges overlapping the ends cf the 
rolls to form garment guides, of a pivoted, in 
clined shelf Supported in the fraine and detach 
able fastenings for said shelf, a base member, and 
hinge connections between said base member and 
Said frame. 
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