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The scope of claim 1 is not clearly defined because the skilled person,
in the possession of an antibody, is not able to determine whether said
antibody has been modified in comparison to a possible parental antibody.

Present claim 32 relates to an extremely Targe number of possible
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proportion of the peptides. A meaningful search over the whole of the
claimed scope is impossible. Consequently, the search has been Timited to

the subject-matter defined by claim 33.

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international
search report has been established need not be the subject of an
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure.
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