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(57) ABSTRACT

A case configured to be interconnected to a portable com-
puter is presented. The case is configured to selectively
retain at least one peripheral device. In various embodi-
ments, the case comprises internal storage compartments
and features, at least some of which are operable to be store
and house devices that are in communication with one
another or with a portable computer to which the case is
connected.
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PORTABLE COMPUTER CASE WITH
INTEGRATED STORAGE FEATURES

[0001] This U.S. Non-Provisional patent application is a
Continuation of and claims the benefit of priority from U.S.
Non-Provisional patent application Ser. No. 16/178,375,
filed Nov. 1, 2018 and U.S. Provisional Patent Application
Ser. No. 62/581,503, filed Nov. 3, 2017, the entire disclosure
of which is hereby incorporated by reference.

FIELD

[0002] The present disclosure relates generally to cases
with integrated storage features. More particularly, embodi-
ments of the present disclosure relate to cases configured to
be provided with a portable computer. The cases are con-
figured to hold various accessories or peripheral devices that
can be connected to the portable computer.

BACKGROUND

[0003] Portable computers, including laptop computers
and tablet devices, provide many benefits to users, including
mobility and convenience. Users frequently connect external
accessories and peripheral devices to portable computers to
improve functionality, provide additional storage or battery
power, or to increase the number of inputs or jacks for
electrical connections to the portable computer. However, as
the number of peripheral devices connected to a portable
computer increase, the mobility and convenience associated
with the portable computer may decrease. For example, the
area around the portable computer may become cluttered
with external cords. It may also be difficult to carry or use
the portable computer when external peripheral devices are
connected. When the external peripheral devices are discon-
nected, they may be misplaced when the portable computer
is moved.

[0004] The following U.S. Patents and U.S. Patent Publi-
cations relate to storage devices for computers and are
hereby incorporated by reference in their entireties: U.S. Pat.
No. 5,664,673 to Perry; U.S. Pat. No. 5,835,344 to Alexan-
der; U.S. Pat. No. 6,026,961 McCarthy; U.S. Pat. No.
6,149,001 to Akins; U.S. Pat. No. 6,392,876 to
Ramonowski; U.S. Pat. No. 6,711,006 to Chen; U.S. Pat.
No. 7,393,242 to Saje; U.S. Pat. No. 7,921,997 to Burns;
U.S. Pat. No. 9,693,614 to Brian; U.S. Patent Publication
2005/0152621 to Healy; U.S. Patent Publication 2007/
0090007 to Ames; and U.S. Patent Publication 2009/
0133316 to Richter.

[0005] The aforementioned references fail to teach various
novel features of the present disclosure as shown and
described herein including, but not limited to features that
may be selectively positioned relative to a computer, novel
receiving portions, and various devices and means for orga-
nizing accessories and related wiring.

SUMMARY

[0006] Various embodiments of the present disclosure
provide new and useful cases for portable computers. The
cases are configured to be interconnected to a portable
computer. Peripheral devices can be secured to the case. The
case can include retainers for cords of the peripheral devices.
In one embodiment, the case includes a dock to secure a
peripheral device to the case. The dock can include an
interface to connect a peripheral device to the portable
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computer (e.g. via USB or similar). In another embodiment,
a system is provided comprising a case and pegs with heads
that can be adhered to a peripheral device. In still another
embodiment, a plurality of pockets are provided with and/or
interconnected to the case, and wherein each pocket is
configured to receive one or more peripheral devices. In yet
another embodiment, the case includes one or more slots
configured to retain a container, the container including a
chamber with an interface to connect to a peripheral device.
It is contemplated that various features and devices shown
and/or described with respect to one embodiment may be
combined with or substituted for features or devices of other
embodiments regardless of whether or not such a combina-
tion or substitution is specifically shown or described herein.

[0007] One aspect of the present disclosure is to provide a
case configured to be interconnected to an exterior surface of
a display screen of a portable computer. The case includes a
back portion configured to be proximate to the display
exterior surface when the case is interconnected to or
otherwise provided in combination with the display screen.
Docks for peripheral devices are provided with the case.
Each dock is configured and operable to secure a peripheral
device to the case. Peripheral devices of the present appli-
cation are contemplated as comprising, but are not limited
to, external storage devices, mice, cameras, smartphones and
tablets, personal activity trackers, batteries, and various
other devices that are to be connected to or otherwise used
in combination with a computer. In one embodiment, at least
one retention device is associated with one or more of the
docks.

[0008] Optionally, one or more of the docks comprises an
interface to electrically connect a peripheral device to the
portable computer. For example, in some embodiments, a
cable router is associated with a dock. The cable router is
configured to direct a cable from a peripheral device posi-
tioned in a dock to the portable computer and/or to a second
dock. In one embodiment, the cable router comprises a
groove or channel formed in a back portion of the case.
Optionally, in another embodiment, the cable router is a
passage through an interior of the case. Additionally, or
alternatively, the cable router further comprises one or more
clips.

[0009] In one embodiment, a case is provided that com-
prises at least three docks. The docks are configured to retain
one or more peripheral devices such as a hub device, a
memory device, a battery, a pointer, and the like. In one
embodiment, one of the peripheral devices is an external
hard drive. Optionally, the pointer can be a mouse.

[0010] In some embodiments, a configurable case is pro-
vided. The configurable case generally comprises a base
piece and a cover. The base piece is configured to engage an
exterior surface of a display screen of a portable computer.
A front portion of the base piece includes a plurality of
apertures. The apertures are contemplated as being arranged
in a grid pattern and are operable to receive a male member.

[0011] In some embodiments, the apertures are operable to
receive a shank of a peg. In such embodiments, the pegs
comprise a head configured to be interconnected to a periph-
eral device. A user may thus arrange pegs in the apertures in
a desired orientation and subsequently attach a peripheral
device to the peg heads. In one embodiment, the peg head
includes an adhesive such that the peg may be releasably
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interconnected to a selected peripheral device. Alternatively,
the peg head may use suction to releasable interconnect to
the peripheral device.

[0012] The cover of the configurable case is selectively
interconnectable to the base piece. In one embodiment, the
cover is configured engage a portion of the portable com-
puter. Optionally, the cover is formed of a material that is
transparent.

[0013] In further embodiments, a case is provided com-
prising one or more pockets. The case comprises a body. The
body is configured to be attached to a portable computer.
Pockets are interconnected to or otherwise provided with a
front portion of the body. Each pocket is configured and
operable to receive a peripheral device. It is contemplated
that cases of such embodiments comprise as few as one and
as many as twenty pockets. In one embodiment, the case
comprises nine pockets. A cable retainer is contemplated as
being associated with one or more of the pockets. Option-
ally, the case may include four or more cable retainers.
[0014] In some embodiments, a case is provided that is
configured to receive containers for peripheral devices. In
certain embodiments, a case is provided that comprises a
body configured to be attached to an exterior surface of a
display screen of a selected portable computer. The body is
operable to be attached to the portable computer in a manner
the same as, or similar to, one or more other cases of the
present disclosure.

[0015] In such embodiments, a front portion of the body
comprises at least one slot. The slot is configured to receive
a container. In one embodiment, a retainer is associated with
the slot to selectively engage a container. The container
includes a chamber for a selected peripheral device. An
interface port is associated with the chamber. The container
includes a connector on an exterior surface. The exterior
connector of the container is configured to engage an
interface jack within a slot when the container is positioned
in the slot. A cable with an interface extends from the body
to electrically connect the container to a portable computer
to which the case is configured to be connected.

[0016] In various embodiments, “portable computers” are
contemplated as comprising laptop computers, tablets, and
any other portable computer that may be developed in the
future. As used herein, a “peripheral device” means any
accessory that may be used with, or connected to, a portable
computer. For example, peripheral devices include, but are
not limited to: memory devices (such as hard drives, flash
drives, CD ROM drives, and the like); power supplies;
pointers (including a mouse, a trackball, and similar
devices); input devices (such as keyboards and numeric
keypads), hub devices (such as a USB bus); lights; micro-
phones; and speakers.

[0017] Although generally referred to herein as an “inter-
face port,” “interface,” “jack,” “external connector,” “a USB
connector,” “a USB hub,” cases of the present disclosure can
be configured to transmit at least one of data and power to
a peripheral device with any type of communication proto-
col or standard, whether currently known or developed in the
future.

[0018] Inone embodiment, a storage system for electronic
devices is provided that comprises a base member operable
to be secured to an electronic device, such as a preexisting
personal computer. A cover member is hingedly secured to
the base member, and the cover member comprises a plu-
rality of storage compartments for selectively receiving and

Nov. 24, 2022

storing one or more peripheral devices. Each of the plurality
of storage compartments comprises an opening and is oper-
able to and sized to receive a device in a manner such that
a peripheral device can be provided in communication with
at least one of a preexisting personal computer and an
additional peripheral device. The cover member is rotatable
between a first position comprising a substantially closed
position wherein at least some of the storage compartments
are not accessible to a user, and a second position compris-
ing an open position wherein the cover member is rotated
away from the base member and wherein the storage
recesses are accessible to a user.

[0019] In another embodiment, a storage system for elec-
tronic devices is provided that comprises a base member
operable to be secured to an electronic device. A cover
member is hingedly secured to the base member, and the
cover member comprises an internal storage compartment.
The internal storage compartment comprises a partially-
open storage compartment and a sidewall extending from
the cover member, and the storage compartment is operable
to provide at least one peripheral device in physical com-
munication with at least one additional device. The cover
member is rotatable between a first position comprising a
substantially closed position wherein the storage recess is
not accessible to a user, and a second position comprising an
open position wherein the cover member is rotated away
from the base member and wherein the internal storage
compartment is accessible to a user.

[0020] In another embodiment, a storage case is provided
that is operable to be connected to an electronic device. The
case comprises a rotatable cover member comprising an
internal storage area with a plurality of internal storage
compartments. At least one of the internal storage compart-
ments comprises a partially-open compartment having side-
wall extending from the rotatable cover member such that at
least one physical connection is operable to extend to and
from an internal area of the at least one internal storage
compartment. The cover member is rotatable about a hinge
between a first position comprising a substantially closed
position, and a second position comprising an open position
wherein plurality of internal storage compartments are
accessible to a user.

[0021] The phrases “at least one,” “one or more,” and
“and/or,” as used herein, are open-ended expressions that are
both conjunctive and disjunctive in operation. For example,
each of the expressions “at least one of A, B and C,” “at least
one of A, B, or C,” “one or more of A, B, and C,” “one or
more of A, B, or C,” and “A, B, and/or C” means A alone,
B alone, C alone, A and B together, A and C together, B and
C together, or A, B and C together.

[0022] Unless otherwise indicated, all numbers expressing
quantities, dimensions, conditions, and so forth used in the
specification and claims are to be understood as being
modified in all instances by the term “about.”

[0023] The term “a” or “an” entity, as used herein, refers
to one or more of that entity. As such, the terms “a” (or “an”
“one or more” and “at least one” can be used interchange-
ably herein.

[0024] The use of “including,” “comprising,” or “having”
and variations thereof herein is meant to encompass the
items listed thereafter and equivalents thereof as well as
additional items. Accordingly, the terms “including,” “com-
prising,” or “having” and variations thereof can be used
interchangeably herein.

2 <
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[0025] It shall be understood that the term “means” as
used herein shall be given its broadest possible interpretation
in accordance with 35 U.S.C., Section 112(f). Accordingly,
a claim incorporating the term “means” shall cover all
structures, materials, or acts set forth herein, and all of the
equivalents thereof. Further, the structures, materials, or acts
and the equivalents thereof shall include all those described
in the Summary, Brief Description of the Drawings, Detailed
Description, Abstract, and Claims themselves.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

[0026] The accompanying drawings, which are incorpo-
rated herein and constitute a part of the specification, illus-
trate embodiments of the invention and together with the
Summary given above and the Detailed Description of the
drawings given below serve to explain the principles of
these embodiments. In certain instances, details that are not
necessary for an understanding of the disclosure or that
render other details difficult to perceive may have been
omitted. It should be understood, of course, that the inven-
tion is not necessarily limited to the particular embodiments
illustrated herein. Additionally, it should be understood that
the drawings are not necessarily to scale.

[0027] FIG. 1Ais a front perspective view of a case of one
embodiment of the present disclosure interconnected to a
display screen of a portable computer;

[0028] FIG. 1B is aright elevation view of the case of FIG.
?(;?);29] FIG. 1C is a left elevation view of the case of FIG.
?(;?)30] FIG. 1D is a rear elevation view of the case of FIG.
?(;?)31] FIG. 1E is a front elevation view of the case of FIG.

1A showing peripheral devices positioned in docks in phan-
tom lines;

[0032] FIG. 1F is a top plan view of a dock configured to
receive a mouse;

[0033] FIG. 1G is a top plan view of a retention device of
the present disclosure;

[0034] FIG. 2A is a front perspective view of another
embodiment of a case of the present disclosure intercon-
nected to a display screen of a portable computer;

[0035] FIG. 2B is a front elevation view of a base piece of
the case of FIG. 2A;

[0036] FIG. 2C is a right elevation view of the base piece
of FIG. 2B;
[0037] FIG. 2D is a side elevation view of a peg of an

embodiment of the present disclosure;
[0038] FIG. 2E is a front elevation view of a cover of the
case of FIG. 2A;

[0039] FIG. 2F is a right elevation view of the cover of
FIG. 2E;
[0040] FIG. 2G is a right elevation view of the base piece

of'the case interconnected to a portable computer and further
illustrating the cover aligned to be interconnected to the base
piece;

[0041] FIG. 3A is a front perspective view of yet another
embodiment of a case of the present disclosure intercon-
nected to a display screen of a portable computer;

[0042] FIG. 3B is a rear elevation view showing the cover
of FIG. 3A interconnected to the display screen of the
portable computer;

[0043] FIG. 3C is a front elevation view of the case of
FIG. 3A;
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[0044] FIG. 3D is an elevation view of a cable retainer of
an embodiment of the present disclosure;

[0045] FIG. 3E is a rear elevation view of the case of FIG.
3A;
[0046] FIG. 4A is a front perspective view of a case of still

another embodiment of the present disclosure;

[0047] FIG. 4B is a top plan view of the case of FIG. 4A;
[0048] FIG. 4C is a front elevation view of the case of
FIG. 4B;

[0049] FIG. 4D is a bottom plan view of the case of FIG.
4B;

[0050] FIG. 4E is a rear elevation view of the case of FIG.

4B with a bottom portion of the case removed to illustrate
interior spaces of the case;

[0051] FIG. 4F is a top plan view of a container of one
embodiment of the present disclosure;

[0052] FIG. 4G is a front elevation view of the container
of FIG. 4H;
[0053] FIG. 4H is another top plan view of the container

of FIG. 4G and illustrating a cover of the container in an
open position;

[0054] FIG. 41 is a perspective view of a retainer of an
embodiment of the present disclosure;

[0055] FIG. 4] is a top view of a portion of the case
illustrating a container within a slot proximate to a retainer;
and

[0056] FIG. 4K is a partial cross-sectional elevation view
of a portion of a slot and illustrating a container proximate
to a retainer.

[0057] FIG. 5 is a perspective view of a case according to
one embodiment of the present disclosure.

[0058] FIG. 6 is a perspective view of a case in an open
position according to one embodiment of the present dis-
closure.

[0059] FIG. 7 is a perspective view of a case in an open
position according to one embodiment of the present dis-
closure.

[0060] FIG. 8 is a perspective view of a case in an open
position according to one embodiment of the present dis-
closure.

[0061] FIG. 9a is a detailed perspective view of a portion
of a case according to one embodiment of the present
disclosure.

[0062] FIG. 95 is a detailed elevation view of the portion
of the case shown in FIG. 9a.

[0063] FIG. 9c is a detailed perspective view of a portion
of a case according to one embodiment of the present
disclosure.

[0064] FIG. 94 is a detailed perspective view of a portion
of a case according to one embodiment of the present
disclosure.

[0065] FIG. 10 is a perspective view of a device case and
a device according to one embodiment of the present dis-
closure.

[0066] FIG. 11 is a perspective view of a device case and
a device according to the embodiment of FIG. 10.

[0067] FIG. 12 is a perspective view of a device case and
a device according to the embodiment of FIG. 10.

[0068] FIG. 13 is a perspective view of a device case and
a device according to the embodiment of FIG. 10.

[0069] FIG. 14 is a perspective view of a device case and
a device according to one embodiment of the present dis-
closure.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0070] The present disclosure has significant benefits
across a broad spectrum of endeavors. It is the Applicant’s
intent that this specification and the claims appended hereto
be accorded a breadth in keeping with the scope and spirit
of the disclosure being disclosed despite what might appear
to be limiting language imposed by the requirements of
referring to the specific examples disclosed. To acquaint
persons skilled in the pertinent arts most closely related to
the present disclosure, a preferred embodiment that illus-
trates the best mode now contemplated for putting the
present disclosure into practice is described herein by, and
with reference to, the annexed drawings that form a part of
the specification. The exemplary embodiment is described in
detail without attempting to describe all of the various forms
and modifications in which the invention might be embod-
ied. As such, the embodiments described herein are illus-
trative, and as will become apparent to those skilled in the
arts, may be modified in numerous ways within the scope
and spirit of the disclosure.

[0071] Referring now to FIGS. 1A-1G, one embodiment
of'a case 20 of the present disclosure is generally illustrated.
The case 20 is configured to be interconnected to an exterior
surface of a display screen 6 of a portable computer 2. The
case 20 generally includes a body 22 with a back portion 24
and a face portion 26.

[0072] The body 22 is configured to attach to the display
exterior surface such that the back portion 24 faces the
display screen 6. More specifically, in one embodiment, the
case body 22 is formed to engage the display screen 6 of the
portable computer 2. The case body 22 can be configured to
frictionally engage the display screen. Optionally, the case
body 22 can include one or more flanges to engage the
display screen. The flanges may be the same as, or similar
to, the flanges 338 described in conjunction with FIG. 4B.
One or more edges of the case body 22 can include a flange
configured to extend around a portion of the display screen.
In one embodiment, the case body 22 can include one or
more of a fastener, a snap, and a clasp that engages a portion
of'the display screen. Additionally, or alternatively, the body
22 and the display screen 6 can be interconnected with a
hook and loop material, such as Velcro®.

[0073] The case body 22 can optionally include a suction
device to selectively engage the display screen. The suction
device may include a flexible body configured to create a
suction force in response to movement of an actuator. The
actuator can be a knob, lever, cam and the like.

[0074] Additionally, or alternatively, the case body 22 can
be configured to snap to the display screen. More specifi-
cally, the case body can include two or more projections that
are at least partially flexible. To attach the case body 22 to
the display screen, the projections may bend and then bias
against a portion of the display screen. Optionally, the
projections can be flanges such as flanges 338.

[0075] The body 22 can optionally include a strap 28
(illustrated in FIG. 1D) configured to engage a portion of the
computer display screen 6. In one embodiment, the strap 28
extends from a narrow edge of the body 22 to an adjacent
long edge of the body. The strap 28 may be oriented
generally transverse to each of the narrow edge and the long
edge. Accordingly, a corner of a computer display screen 6
may be positioned between the back portion 24 of the body
and the strap 28. In one embodiment, the strap 28 is formed
from a transparent or translucent material. In another
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embodiment, at least one end of the strap 28 is selectively
interconnectable to the body 22. In another embodiment, the
tension of the strap 28 may be altered. Optionally, the body
includes two straps 28. A first strap 28 may extend from a
first short edge of the body to the long edge. A second strap
28 may extend from a second short edge to the long edge of
the body. Other arrangements of the straps 28 are contem-
plated. For example, a strap 28 may optionally extend from
a first narrow edge of the body 22 to an opposite second
narrow edge of the body.

[0076] Referring now to FIG. 1D, the back portion 24 of
the body 22 includes docks 30 for peripheral devices 14.
Each dock 30 is configured to secure a peripheral device 14
to the body 22. The docks 30 can be of a variety of different
shapes and sizes. Further, a dock 30 can be configured to
retain a particular peripheral device 14. More specifically, a
first dock 30A may be configured to retain a first peripheral
device 14. A second dock 30B can be configured to retain a
different second peripheral device 14.

[0077] Inone embodiment, at least one retention device 32
can be associated with one or more of the docks 30. The
retention devices 32 may be clips, bands, latches, and the
like. Optionally, a retention device 32 may include a rotating
latch 34. More specifically and referring now to FIG. 1G, in
one embodiment, a retention device 32 includes a post 36
projecting from the back portion 24 of the case body. A latch
34 is rotatably interconnected to the post 36. The latch 34
can have a shape formed from a portion of a circle, such as
approximately one-quarter of a circle. Stated differently, in
one embodiment, the latch 34 has a wedge shape. When a
peripheral device 14 is positioned in the dock 30, the latch
34 can be rotated over a portion of the peripheral device 14
to frictionally retain the peripheral device 14 in the dock 30.
[0078] Optionally, one or more of the docks 30 can include
an interface to electrically connect a peripheral device 14 to
the portable computer 2. The interface may optionally
transmit power to or from the peripheral device 14 and the
portable computer. In one embodiment, the interface is one
of a male or a female USB port. Other types of interfaces
which are compatible with different communications proto-
cols can be used with the cases of the present disclosure. In
one embodiment, at least one dock interface is compatible
with an Apple Inc. Lightning connector. However, the cases
20 of the present disclosure can include docks 30 with
interfaces configured to transmit at least one of data and
power to a peripheral device using any known or future-
developed communication protocol or standard.

[0079] In one embodiment, the case includes a first dock
30A configured to retain a first peripheral device 14A. The
first peripheral device 14A may be a hub device including a
plurality of interface ports 18. The first dock 30A can be
configured to retain a hub device 14A with a variety of
different types, numbers, and locations of interface ports.
Optionally, the first dock 30A can receive a hub device 14A
which includes from 2 to 10 interface ports 18. In one
embodiment, at least one of the interface ports is a USB port.
[0080] Referring now to FIG. 1B, the first dock 30A
optionally includes at least one interface aperture 38 formed
in the face portion 26 of the case body 22. The interface
aperture 38 is aligned with respect to an interface port 18 of
the hub device 14A. More specifically, the interface aperture
38 can provide access for a connector to the interface port
18. Optionally, the interface apertures 38 can have a width
of'about 0.75 inches and a height of about 0.5 inches. In one
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embodiment, a cover 39 (illustrated in FIG. 1B) can be
associated with one or more of the interface apertures 38. In
this manner, the cover 39 can be closed when the interface
port 18 is not in use. The cover 39 can be configured to slide,
rotate, or pivot with respect to an associated interface
aperture 38 to selectively close the aperture. In one embodi-
ment, at least one edge of the cover 39 is interconnected to
the case 20.

[0081] Optionally, the first dock 30A further includes a
first cable router 40. The first cable router 40 is configured
to direct a cable 16 from the hub device 14A to the portable
computer 2 to which the case 20 is configured to be
interconnected. In one embodiment, the first cable router 40
is a groove or channel formed in the back portion 24 of the
case body 22. Optionally, in another embodiment, the first
cable router is a passage through an interior of the case body
22.

[0082] The first cable router 40 can include an exit point
42. The exit point 42 may be positioned in a predetermined
portion of the case 20. In one embodiment, the exit point 42
is proximate to a corresponding interface port 10 of the
portable computer 2. In this manner, the cable 16 of the hub
device 14A may exit from the cable router 40 of the case 20
proximate to an interface port 10 of the portable computer 2.
[0083] In one embodiment, the case 20 includes a second
dock 30B. The second dock 30B can be configured to retain
a peripheral device 14 compatible with the hub device. More
specifically, the second dock 30B can be configured to retain
a cable device with a retractable extension cable 16, such as
a retractable USB connector. The cable device 14B can
include a port to receive the cable from the hub device. A
cable 16 of the cable device 14B can be routed through a
second cable router 40 associated with the second dock 30B
to the exit aperture 42 of the case 20. In this manner, the
cable device may be used to connect the hub device to the
portable computer 2.

[0084] Optionally, the case 20 may include a third dock
30C adapted to retain a third peripheral device 14C. The
third peripheral device 14C can be a memory device, a
battery, and the like. In one embodiment, the third dock 30C
is configured to retain a memory device, such as an external
hard drive. The third dock 30C can, optionally, include a
third cable router 40. The third cable router 40 may direct a
cable 16 to one of the first dock 30A and an exit point 42 of
the case 20. Accordingly, the cable 16 of the third peripheral
device 14C can be connected to either the hub device 14A
or to the portable computer 2.

[0085] In one embodiment, a fourth dock 30D of the case
20 is configured to releasably retain a peripheral device 14D
such as a pointer. More specifically, in one embodiment, the
fourth dock 30D is configured to retain a mouse 14D. The
fourth dock 30D includes a slot 44. The slot 44 is configured
to allow a mouse 14D to be selectively removed from, and
placed into, the fourth dock 30D. Optionally, the fourth dock
30D is configured to receive a mouse 14D with a relatively
thin height, such as in a “slim mouse.”

[0086] Referring now to FIG. 1F, the fourth dock 30D may
further include a retention mechanism configured to releas-
ably hold a mouse 14D in the fourth dock 30D. In one
embodiment, the fourth dock 30D includes a latch 46. The
latch 46 is released by squeezing two projections 48 asso-
ciated with the fourth dock 30D. In one embodiment, the
latch 46 is activated by one or more of gravity and tension.
In another embodiment, a clutch is associated with the
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projections 48. More specifically, squeezing one or more of
the projections 48 activates the clutch to release the latch 46.
[0087] The mouse 14D may connect to the portable com-
puter 2 by a wireless connection. The wireless connection
may be a USB or Bluetooth protocol. In one embodiment,
the first dock 14A includes an interface aperture 38 to
receive a USB receiver associated with the mouse 14D.
[0088] Referring now to FIGS. 2A-2G, a configurable case
120 of one embodiment of the present disclosure is generally
illustrated. The configurable case 120 generally includes a
base piece 122 and a cover 140.

[0089] The base piece 122 has a back portion 124 and a
front portion 126. The base piece 122 is configured to
engage an exterior surface of a display screen 6 of a portable
computer 2 such that the back portion 124 is proximate to
the display screen. In one embodiment, the base piece 122
is formed to fit to the exterior surface of the display screen
6. In another embodiment, the case 120 is interconnected to
the portable computer 2 in a manner the same as, or similar
to, case 20. Accordingly, the case 120 can include one or
more of a strap, a flange, a projection, a fastener, a snap, a
clasp, a hook and loop material, and a suction device
configured to engage the display screen 6.

[0090] A flange 128 extends from a bottom edge of the
base piece 122. In one embodiment, the flange 128 includes
a first portion that extends approximately orthogonally from
the base piece 122. A second portion of the flange 128
extends from the flange first portion. The flange second
portion may be approximately parallel to a plane defined by
the front portion 126. Accordingly, the flange 128 forms a
latch or hook to engage the cover 140.

[0091] The front portion 126 of the base piece 122
includes a plurality of apertures 130. The apertures 130 have
a predetermined size and shape. In one embodiment, the
apertures 130 have a radial cross-section that is generally
circular. However, other shapes are contemplated. Option-
ally, each aperture 130 has a depth of approximately % inch.
[0092] The apertures 130 may optionally be arranged in a
grid pattern. For example, in one embodiment, the apertures
130 are arranged in rows and columns. Adjacent apertures
may be separated by any predetermined distance. In one
embodiment, adjacent apertures are separated by approxi-
mately 1 inch although the distance may optionally less or
greater than 1 inch. The number or rows and columns can be
related to the size of the display screen. More specifically,
the number of rows can be related to the height of the display
screen 6 and the number of columns can be related to the
width of the display screen. In one embodiment, the number
or rows is proportional to the height and the number of
columns is proportional to the width. In one embodiment,
the configurable case 120 includes 13 columns and 9 rows
of apertures 130. Alternatively, in another embodiment, the
configurable case 120 has 15 columns and 11 rows of
apertures. Other configurations of a grid formed by the
apertures 130 are contemplated.

[0093] Pegs 132 are configured to be selectively posi-
tioned in the apertures 130. The Pegs 132 generally include
a shank 134 and a head 136. The shank 134 may have a
geometry selected to frictionally engage an interior surface
of an aperture 130. Optionally, a peg may be rotated to lock
into an aperture. In one embodiment, the shank 134 has
threads to engage internal threads formed in the apertures
130. In another embodiment, the shank 134 includes a catch
to selectively engage a surface within an aperture. Option-
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ally, the shank 134 can include a seal 138. The seal 138 may
be formed of a material such as rubber and the like.

[0094] The peg head 136 is configured to be intercon-
nected to a peripheral device 14. A user may thus arrange
pegs 132 in the apertures 130 and subsequently attach a
peripheral device 14 to the peg heads 136. In one embodi-
ment, the peg head 136 has an exterior surface that is
substantially planar. In another embodiment, the peg head
136 includes an adhesive such that the peg 132 may be
releasably interconnected to a selected peripheral device 14.
Alternatively, the peg head 136 may be configured to apply
a suction force to interconnect to the peripheral device 14.

[0095] The cover 140 is selectively interconnectable to
one or more of the base piece 122 and the portable computer
2. Optionally, the cover 140 is formed of a material that is
transparent. The cover 140 includes a body portion 142. The
body portion 142 has a geometry that generally corresponds
to a display screen 6 of the portable computer 2. In one
embodiment, the cover 140 includes two long edges and two
short edges. The long edges are oriented generally horizon-
tally when the case 120 is interconnected to a portable
computer 2.

[0096] A flange 144 extends from each short edge of the
cover. The flanges 144 are configured to interconnect the
cover 140 to the base piece 122. In one embodiment, the
flanges 144 are configured to extend at least partially to
edges of the display screen 6 of the portable computer 2 to
which the configurable case 120 may be engaged. In this
manner, the flanges 144 may be used to interconnect the
configurable cover 120 to both the base piece 122 and to a
selected portable computer 2.

[0097] In one embodiment, a flange 146 extends from at
least a portion of a long edge of the cover body portion 142.
The long edge flange 146 can be configured to engage a top
edge of the display screen 6 of the portable computer 2. In
one embodiment, the long edge flange 146 includes a first
portion extending generally orthogonally from the cover
body portion 142. A second portion of the long edge flange
146 extends about orthogonally from the first portion.
Accordingly, in one embodiment, the long edge flange 146
has a shape that generally forms a hook to engage the display
screen 6.

[0098] In one embodiment, the cover 140 is configured to
slide over the base piece 122 as generally illustrated in FIG.
2G. When positioned on the base piece 122, an interior
surface of the cover body portion 142 is a predetermined
distance from the front portion 126 of the base piece 122. In
this manner, the cover 140 may be interconnected to the base
piece 122 when one or more peripheral devices 14 are
retained by pegs 132 to the base piece 122. The predeter-
mined distance between the interior surface of the cover
body portion 142 and the front portion 126 may optionally
be between approximately 0.25 inches and approximately
3.5 inches. In one embodiment, the predetermined distance
is between approximately 0.75 inches and approximately 2.5
inches.

[0099] The case 120 can also include an aperture 148 for
a cable. The aperture 148 may be formed through any
portion of the case. In one embodiment, the aperture 148 is
proximate to a corresponding interface port 10 of the por-
table computer 2. In this manner, a cable of a peripheral
device 14 may exit from the case 20 proximate to an
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interface port 10 of the portable computer 2. Optionally, the
aperture 148 can be formed through a flange 144 of the short
edge of the case.

[0100] Referring now to FIGS. 3A-3E, yet another
embodiment of a case 220 of the present disclosure is
generally illustrated. The case 220 generally comprises a
body 222 with pockets 230 configured to receive peripheral
devices. The body 222 is configured to be attached to an
exterior surface of a display screen 6 of a portable computer
2. In one embodiment, one or more edges of the body 222
include hooks or latches to interconnect the case 220 to a
selected computer display screen 6. In another embodiment,
a back portion 224 of the body 222 includes an adhesive
such that the body 222 may be interconnected to a selected
computer display screen 6. Additionally, or alternatively, the
body 222 can interconnect to the display screen 6 in the
same or similar manner as one or more of case 20 and case
120.

[0101] The body 222 can optionally include a strap 228
configured to engage a portion of the computer display
screen 6. In one embodiment, the strap 228 extends from a
narrow edge of the body 222 to an adjacent long edge of the
body. The strap 228 may be oriented generally transverse to
each of the narrow edge and the long edge. Accordingly, a
corner of the computer display screen 6 may be positioned
between a back portion 224 of the body 222 and the strap
228. In one embodiment, the strap 228 is formed from a
transparent or translucent material. In another embodiment,
at least one end of the strap 228 is selectively interconnect-
able to the body 222. Optionally, the body includes two
straps 228. A first strap 228 may extend from a first short
edge of the body to the long edge. A second strap 228 may
extend from a second short edge to the long edge of the body
222. Additionally, or alternatively, a strap 228 A can extend
from the first short edge to the send short edge of the body
222. Optionally, the strap 228A may be configured to be
proximate to the base 4 of the portable computer 2.

[0102] Pockets 230 are interconnected to a front portion
226 of the body 222. The body 222 may include any number
of pockets 230. In one embodiment, the body includes nine
pockets 230.

[0103] Each pocket 230 is configured to receive a periph-
eral device 14. Optionally, two or more of the pockets 230
may have a substantially uniform size and shape. Alterna-
tively, a first pocket 230 may have a different size or shape
than a second pocket 230.

[0104] A pocket 230 includes at least one closed edge 234
and at least one open edge 236. The closed edge 234 may
have an arcuate shape. More specifically, in one embodi-
ment, a pocket 230 may have a closed edge 234 with a shape
that is generally semicircular. In another embodiment, a
pocket 230 has a shape that is generally rectangular. Option-
ally, a closure can be associated with an open edge 236 of
a pocket 230. The closure can be one or more of a hook, a
snap, a button, a zipper.

[0105] The pockets 230 can be formed from a web of
material. More specifically, in one embodiment, cords 232
are formed into a mesh net. One or more cords 232 may be
elastic. In one embodiment, a cord 232 proximate to an open
edge 236 of a pocket 230 is elastic.

[0106] One or more of the cords 232 of a pocket 230 are
interconnected to the body 222. In one embodiment, at least
one of the cords 232 may be secured to the body 222 by an
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adhesive. In another embodiment, one or more of the cords
232 are tied or knotted to the body 222.

[0107] Referring now to FIG. 3E, the body 222 can
optionally include at least one aperture 238 to retain a cord
232. The aperture 238 may extend through the body 222. A
free end of a cord 232 can be threaded through an aperture
238. The free end may then be knotted to secure the cord 232
to the body 222. Optionally, a free end of a cord 232 can be
threaded into a first aperture 238 from the face portion 226
of the body 222. The free end can then be threaded out of a
second aperture 238 from the back portion 224 of the body
222.

[0108] The body can also include a cable retainer 240. In
one embodiment, the body 222 includes four cable retainers
240. Optionally, a cable retainer 240 may be associated with
each of'the pockets 230. A cable retainer 240 may be aligned
with two columns of pockets 230. Additionally, or alterna-
tively, a cable retainer 240 can be aligned with two rows of
pockets.

[0109] Referring now to FIGS. 4A-4K, another embodi-
ment of a case 320 of the present disclosure is generally
illustrated. The case 320 generally comprises a body 322.
The body 322 is configured to be attached to an exterior
surface of a display screen 6 of a selected portable computer
2. The body 322 may be attached to the portable computer
2 in a manner the same as, or similar to, one or more other
cases 20, 120, 220 of the present disclosure.

[0110] Optionally, and referring now to FIG. 4B, in one
embodiment, a flange 338 may extend from a back portion
324 of the case 320. The flange 338 can be configured to
engage a portion of the display screen 6. More specifically,
in one embodiment, the flange 338 is configured to engage
a portion of the display screen 6 to interconnect the case 320
to the portable computer 2.

[0111] A front portion 326 of the body includes at least one
slot 340. The slot 340 is configured to receive a container
350. More specifically, the slot 340 can have a geometry
selected to retain a container 350 with a corresponding
shape. In one embodiment, the slot 340 has two sidewalls
342. The sidewalls 342 angle toward each other proximate
to the face portion 326 of the body 322. In one embodiment
the slot 340 has a cross-section of a trapezoid with two legs
angled toward each other and an open base that is narrower
than a closed base.

[0112] The case 320 may have any number of slots 340. In
one embodiment, the container includes three slots 340. The
slots 340 can be configured to receive any number of
containers 350. Optionally, two containers 350 can be posi-
tioned in each slot 340. Accordingly, in one embodiment,
each slot 340 is configured to retain a first container 340 in
a first position and a second container 340 in a second
position.

[0113] A bottom end 328 of the case includes interfaces
332, such as USB ports. In one embodiment, at least one of
the interfaces 332 is a USB hub controller. Referring now to
FIG. 4E, in one embodiment, the body 322 includes a cavity
346 proximate to the bottom end 328. The cavity 346 may
be used to route wiring to interconnect the interfaces 332 to
jacks 344 which are accessible from the slots 340.

[0114] The interfaces 332 are interconnected a master jack
334. The master jack 334 is configured to connect to an
interface port 10 of the portable computer 2. In one embodi-
ment, the master jack 334 is a USB jack. However, other
protocols may be used for the master jack 334 of the present
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disclosure. In one embodiment, the master jack 334 includes
a cable. Accordingly, the master jack 334 may extend from
the body 322 to electrically connect the container 350 to a
portable computer 2 to which the case 320 is configured to
be connected. Optionally, a clip 336 may be positioned on
the case 320 to support the cable of the master jack 334.
[0115] Referring now to FIGS. 4F-4H, the container 350
has a shape that generally corresponds to the shape of the
slot 340. In one embodiment, a transverse cross section of
the container 350 is generally trapezoidal, such as generally
illustrated in FIG. 4G. In one embodiment, the container 350
is sized to be frictionally retained within the slot 340. In
another embodiment, the container 350 can slide along a
longitudinal axis of the slot 340. More specifically, in one
embodiment, the container 350 and slot 340 have a rela-
tionship similar to a sliding dovetail joint.

[0116] The container 350 includes a chamber 354 config-
ured to receive a selected peripheral device 14. The con-
tainer 350 may include an aperture 356 for access to the
chamber 354. The aperture 356 has a size selected to receive
the peripheral device 14. Optionally, a cover 358 is config-
ured to seal the aperture 354. In one embodiment, the cover
358 is slidingly associated with the container 350. In another
embodiment, the cover 358 can rotate or pivot with respect
to the aperture 354.

[0117] An interface port 360 is optionally associated with
the chamber 354. In this manner, a peripheral device 14
positioned within the chamber 354 can be electrically inter-
connected to the container 350. In one embodiment, the
interface port 360 is a USB port. Alternatively, the interface
port 360 may have a different configuration. In one embodi-
ment, the port 360 is an Apple Lightning jack. Optionally,
the container may have at least one of a male port and a
female port. In another embodiment, a first container has a
male port 360 and a second container has a female port.
[0118] The container 350 also may optionally include an
external connector 362. Optionally, the external connector
362 can be configured to be compatible with a USB 3.0
pinout format. Other configurations of the external connec-
tor 362 are contemplated. The external connector 362 is
configured to engage a jack 344 of the case 320 when the
container is positioned within the slot 340. In one embodi-
ment, the jack 344 is positioned within the slot 340, for
example, as generally illustrated in FIG. 4E. Accordingly,
when the container external connector 362 engages a jack
344, power and data may be transferred between one or
more of the container 350, a peripheral device 14 in the
container, the case 320, and the portable computer 2.
[0119] The container 350 optionally includes a hook 352.
The hook 352 can engage a retainer 348 associated with the
slot 340 to selectively interconnect the container 350 to the
case 320. The hook 352 can be configured to at least one of
bend, compress, and alter shape to selectively fit past the
retainer 348. More specifically, in one embodiment, a front
portion 353 of the hook 352 has a shape selected to deflect
the hook around a portion of the retainer 348. In this manner,
contact of the hook front portion 353 with a selected portion
of the retainer 348 will cause the hook 352 to move past the
retainer 348 without engaging the retainer. Optionally, the
container 350 can include two hooks 352. In one embodi-
ment, the two container hooks 352 are substantially identical
in shape.

[0120] Referring now to FIG. 41, one embodiment of a
retainer 348 is illustrated. The retainer 348 may generally
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comprise a post or peg 364 extending into the slot 340.
Optionally, the peg 364 is generally cylindrical. The retainer
348 is configured to selectively engage a container 350.
More specifically, in a first orientation the retainer 348 can
engage a hook of a container 350. In a second orientation,
the retainer 348 will not engage the container hook. In this
manner, the retainer can be oriented to allow the container
350 to move along the slot 340.

[0121] In one embodiment, the peg 364 includes a notch
366. The notch 366 can be selectively aligned with the hook
to one or more of engage the hook and create a passage
through which the hook may pass without engaging the
retainer 348.

[0122] Referring again to FIGS. 4B-4C, a first pair of
retainers 348 A can be oriented with respect to a slot 3408
such that a container 350A can move within the slot without
engaging the retainers 348A. In this manner, the retainers
348A can be oriented such that the container 350A may slide
within the slot from a first position proximate to the body top
end 330 to a second position of the slot proximate to the
bottom end 328 of the body. The container 350A may then
engage one or more of retainers 348B associated with the
slot second position. A second container may subsequently
be positioned in the first position of the slot 340B proximate.
The second container 350 can then engage retainers 348A.

[0123] Referring now to FIG. 4], in one embodiment, the
retainer 348 can rotate axially with respect to the case 320.
Optionally, the retainer 348 rotates axially when engaged by
the hook 352. Alternatively, in another embodiment, the
retainer 348 can be rotated axially to engage the hook 352.
In this manner, the container 350 can be locked into the slot
340. In one embodiment, rotating the retainer 348 orients the
notch 366 such that the hook 352 can pass through the notch
366 and the container can move beyond the retainer 348.

[0124] Referring now to FIG. 4K, additionally, or alter-
natively, the retainer 348 can be configured to move axially
with respect to the case 320. In one embodiment, the retainer
348 can be depressed at least partially into the case 320 to
engage a hook of a container 350. Alternatively, in the
depressed position, the retainer 348 will not engage the
container hook 352.

[0125] In one embodiment, the retainers 348 are biased
outwardly to an engaged position. For example, a biasing
means 370 can be associated with the retainers. In one
embodiment, the biasing means 370 is a spring. The retain-
ers 348 can be configured to catch in one or more of the
engaged position and the disengaged position in response to
a force pushing the retainers toward the body 322. Option-
ally, the notch 366 may be positioned on the retainer such
that, in the engaged position, the notch 366 is positioned
outside of the slot 340. Other configurations of the retainer
348 are contemplated. For example, in another embodiment,
the peg 364 can be withdrawn from the slot such that the
container 350 may move along the length of the slot without
restriction. To retain the container 350, the peg 364 may
project at least partially into the slot. In one embodiment, the
peg 364 may fit into the container hook 352 when the peg
projects into the slot.

[0126] FIG. 5 is a perspective view of a laptop case 400
according to one embodiment of the present disclosure. As
shown, the case 400 is operable to be attached to the rear
side of a screen portion of a laptop 402. The case 400 of the
embodiment of FIG. 5 does not completely surround, encap-
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sulate or enclose a laptop computer. Accordingly, cases
provided by the present disclosure are not limited to full
enclosure type cases.

[0127] As shown in FIG. 5, the case 400 comprises a base
member 404 having a lip or flange 406 that is sized and
operable to connect to a laptop 402. The case 400 is
preferably secured to a laptop by the flange 406. Specifically,
in some embodiments, it is contemplated that an underside
of the flange 406 comprises features to grasp and secure the
case 400 to a laptop. Various features shown and described
herein such as straps 228 are contemplated for selectively
securing the flange 406 to the laptop 402. In some embodi-
ments, one or more adhesives are provided to adhere or bond
the case 400 to a laptop 402.

[0128] The case 400 further comprises cover member 408
comprising an upstanding portion extending from the flange
406. The cover member 408 comprises an area and a volume
that is operable to receive and store various components as
shown and described herein. In preferred embodiments, the
cover member 408 is hingedly attached to the flange 406.
The cover member 408 preferably comprises at least one
hinge that allows the cover member 408 to open in a
clam-shell type fashion away from the base member 404
and/or the laptop 402, thus revealing contents of the cover
member 408 and allowing for access to the same.

[0129] The cover member 408 comprises various storage
features and functions including, but not limited to a port
hub 410. The port hub 410 comprises at least one and
preferably a plurality of ports (e.g. USB ports) that are
accessible from an exterior of the case 400 regardless of the
position of the case. The port hub 410 may be electrically
connected to the laptop 402, and/or may be interconnected
to a peripheral device provided within the case 400 (e.g. a
supplemental battery device). Additional storage features
including, but not limited to, a mouse dock 412 are provided.
The mouse dock 412 comprises an area that is operable to
receive, store, and/or charge a mouse (e.g. a wireless
mouse). The case 400 comprises an access feature 414 for
inserting and removing the mouse. In various embodiments,
port hubs of the present disclosure comprise selectively
removable port hubs. It is further contemplated that a
plurality of selectively removable port hubs are provided,
and at least some of the plurality of port hubs comprise
interchangeable port hubs with different ports and/or fea-
tures such that a user may customize and optimize the device
for various purposes.

[0130] FIG. 6 is a perspective view of a case 400 provided
in an open position wherein the cover member 408 has been
rotated and opened away from the base portion 404 of the
case 400. The case 400 is provided in combination with a
laptop 402 that is provided in a closed position in FIG. 6.
The embodiment of FIG. 6 comprises a cover member 408
having a plurality of internal storage features. As shown, the
cover member 408 comprises a mouse dock 412 in which a
wireless optical mouse is shown, and the mouse dock 412
comprises an access feature 414 wherein a mouse may be
inserted and ejected from the case regardless of the position
of the case. In various embodiments, the mouse dock 412
comprises at least one electrical connection wherein a wire-
less mouse (for example) may be charged when docked or
not in use. Additionally, the case 400 comprises additional
storage features 416, 418. In various embodiments, these
features 416, 418 are provided as generic storage volumes
for receiving various items based on user preference and
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needs. In some embodiments, at least one of the storage
areas 416, 418 are provided as cable management features in
which cables may be stored or wound.

[0131] The embodiment of FIG. 6 also comprises a stor-
age compartment or feature 420 that is sized, arranged, and
operable to receive various items including, but not limited
to an external hard drive device or a supplemental battery
device. The storage feature 420 comprises securing mem-
bers 4224, 4225 that are contemplated as comprising selec-
tively removable straps (e.g. silicon rubber straps) to retain
a device within the storage feature 420. In various embodi-
ments, it is contemplated that the storage feature 420 com-
prises a storage area for receiving and housing various
features, including an external hard drive or similar periph-
eral device. As shown in FIG. 6, the storage areas 416, 418,
420 comprise partially-open areas with at least opening 422.
The opening is provided and sized to allow for cables and
similar features to extend from a storage area. Preferably, the
opening(s) are sized such that cables may extend from
components stored within the areas 416, 418, 420, but are
small enough to prevent accidental dislodgment of the stored
devices. The storage areas 416, 418, 420 of some embodi-
ments of the present disclosure comprise “C” shaped areas,
at least when viewed in plan view.

[0132] FIG. 7 is a perspective view of a case 400 accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present disclosure. As shown,
the case 400 comprises various features shown and
described with respect to FIGS. 5 and 6, and the discussion
of those features is hereby incorporated by reference. The
case 400 of FIG. 7 comprises a storage compartment 420
that is operable to receive and store various devices and
which is further operable to provide such devices in elec-
trical communication with various other components includ-
ing, for example, a port hub (410 in FIG. 5) and/or a laptop
402. In some embodiments, the port hub comprises a remov-
able hub that may be completely removed from the case.
Additionally, although the hub may be referred to as a USB
hub, one of ordinary skill in the art will recognize that hubs
of the present disclosure are not limited to a particular type
of port. Hubs 410 of the present disclosure may comprise
various connection ports and means other than USB ports. In
some embodiments, a hub is provided with a plurality of
different ports (e.g. USB, various APPLE™ ports, head-
phone jacks, etc.).

[0133] As further shown in FIG. 7, the storage compart-
ment 420 comprises device securing means in the form of a
silicon rubber cover 421. The cover 421 of FIG. 7 comprises
an elastic cover member that is operable to extend around
and secure to a perimeter of the storage compartment 420
and secure a device provided within the compartment. The
case 400 of FIG. 7 further comprises at least connection 430
wherein a device stored within the compartment 420 is
stored in a connected manner. Specifically, a device pro-
vided within the confines of the storage compartment 420 is
connected to additional features of the case, such as a port
hub. In various embodiments, cases 400 of the present
disclosure provide cable trays and conduits to allow a user
to install and connect a preexisting cable to a device stored
within the compartment 420. In further embodiments, the
case 400 comprises built-in connection features including
USB connections (for example) that are integrated into the
case. The case 400 allows a user to connect various devices
(phones, cameras, etc.) to a device stored within the storage
compartment 420 regardless of the position of the case. For
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example, an external device such as a phone can be con-
nected to a supplemental battery stored within the compart-
ment 420 by connecting the phone (not shown) to the port
hub (410 in FIG. 5) which is further connected to a battery
stored within the compartment 420. The phone can thus be
charged regardless of the position of use and state of the case
400 and/or laptop 402.

[0134] FIG. 8 is a perspective view of a case 400 accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present disclosure. The case 400
comprises various features as already shown and described
with respect to FIGS. 6-7. That discussion is hereby incor-
porated by reference. The case 400 of FIG. 8 comprises a
device retention member 440 as shown. The member 440
preferably comprises a member having an elasticity. The
member 440 is FIG. 8 comprises an “X” shaped silicon
retention member that is selectively removable to enable the
insertion and extraction of various devices to and from the
storage compartment 420.

[0135] FIGS. 94-9d are detailed views of a docking and
storage features according to one embodiment of the present
disclosure. As shown, a case 400 comprises a docking
feature 412 that is operable to receive a peripheral device
(e.g. a wireless mouse). The docking feature 412 comprises
an access opening 414 through which the device 413 is
insertable and removable. The case comprises an access
aperture 415 to allow a user to extract a device 413. For
example, a user may access and translate the device 413 via
the oblong aperture 415 provided in the case. As shown in
FIGS. 9a-95, the docking feature 412 is usable and acces-
sible via the opening 414 regardless of the position of the
case.

[0136] FIG. 9¢ is a view of an interior of the case 400
including a docking feature 412. As shown, the docking
feature 412 is provided with a stored device 413. First and
second storage features 416, 418 are provided on opposing
sides of the docking feature 412. The first and second storage
features 416, 418 comprise upstanding wall portions with a
flange or lip at the upper portion thereof. Although not
shown in FIG. 9c, various straps, silicon bands and other
retention means and members are contemplated for covering
or partially covering the first and second storage features
416, 418. The first and second storage features 416, 418 each
preferably comprise a gap or opening 417 through which
various features (e.g. cables) may extend. The partially-open
wall construction of the storage features of the present
disclosure allow for various stored devices to be intercon-
nected within a case.

[0137] FIG. 9d is a perspective view of an interior of a
case 400 comprising a storage feature 420 in which a
peripheral device 421 is provided. The peripheral device 421
may comprise various different devices, depending upon
user preference and needs. For example, the peripheral
device 421 may comprise an external hard drive. The storage
feature 420 comprise upstanding sidewalls 450 that are
operable to surround and at least partially contain the device
421. The upstanding sidewalls 450 comprise a lip or flange
452 at an upper portion thereof to further contain a device
421. The sidewalls 450 comprise at least one and preferably
two gaps 454 to allow a path for wired connections to and
from the device 421. The device 421 may thus be connected
to a port hub 410, for example, which comprises a plurality
of connections ports 411. Through this connection, the
device 421 is operable to be connected to external devices
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(phone, power sources, etc.) without having to open or
access an internal portion of the case 400.

[0138] FIG. 10 is a perspective view of a device case 500
according to one embodiment and wherein the case 500 is
provided on or with a device 514. The device 514 is
contemplated as comprising a laptop or other personal
electronic device. The case 500 of FIG. 10 comprises a cover
member 502 and a base member. Such features are shown
and described herein (see, for example, FIG. 5 and the
related discussion which is incorporated by reference). The
case 500 further comprises a bottom portion 504 that is
preferably sized and operable to receive and connect to a
base of the device 514. The device 500 of FIG. 10 comprises
a hinge support 506. The hinge support 506 is provided and
operable to support a preexisting hinge of a laptop device
514, for example. As will be recognized by one of ordinary
skill in the art, cases 500 of the present disclosure comprise
a mass and are operable to receive, store and house addi-
tional mass. The provision of such a device on a preexisting
laptop 514 will necessarily increase the amount of weight on
the screen portion of the laptop and alter the center of mass
of the assembled system shown in FIG. 10. Therefore, in at
least some embodiments, a hinge support 506 is provided
that is operable to provide structural support to a hinge of a
preexisting laptop that is generally disposed between a base
and keyboard portion of a laptop and a screen portion. The
hinge support 506 of FIG. 10 comprises a wireframe or
similar member with minimal weight and sufficient struc-
tural strength to provide support to the device.

[0139] In some embodiments, a hinge support is provided
by comprises a rotatable rigid support that extends from the
case and has a free end that is operable to contact a desk or
similar surface upon which the case and device rests. Fea-
tures similar to those shown and described in U.S. Patent
Application Publication No. 2016/0216742 to Lee, which is
hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety, are contem-
plated for use with embodiments of the present disclosure.

[0140] The hinge support 506 is preferably hingedly
attached at a hinge 508 such that an angular position of the
hinge support 506 can be adjusted. For example, the hinge
support 506 can be rotated about the hinge 508 between at
least a position of use (see FIG. 11, for example) and a stored
position when the laptop is not in use. The hinge support 506
of FIG. 10 comprises first members 510 that are substan-
tially parallel, and a second member 512 that is provided
substantially perpendicular to the first members 510. The
second member 512 comprises at least one surface upon
which the screen of the laptop 514 can rest, while the first
members 510 generally comprise members that are operable
to receive a tension force and provide support the hinge of
the laptop 514.

[0141] FIG. 11 is a perspective view of a laptop 514 and
a case 500 according to the embodiment of FIG. 10 and
wherein the laptop 514 is provided in an open position of
use. As shown, the hinge support 506 is provided to receive
and support a screen portion of a laptop 514 and provide
structural support to the hinge of the laptop. While various
embodiments of the present disclosure are contemplated that
do not comprise a hinge support 506, such features are
contemplated in some embodiments to shift and/or reduce
the load provided on the laptop hinge by features of the
present disclosure. Hinge supports 506 of the present dis-
closure are contemplated as providing support and extending
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a usable life of laptop hinges that comprises various levels
of durability and strength based on the laptop manufacturer,
for example.

[0142] In various embodiments, including but not limited
to that shown in FIG. 11, a plurality of connection members
515 are provided on the case to connect and secure the case
to a laptop 514. In some embodiments, the connection
members 515 comprise resilient hooks or clasping members
that extend from the base of a case 500 and “clip” or secure
onto the laptop screen.

[0143] FIG. 12 is a perspective view of a case 500 and an
associated laptop wherein the case 500 and the laptop are
provided in a closed position. As shown, the cover member
502 of the case which comprises a clamshell feature capable
of storing various items and supplementing the functionality
of a laptop, is provided in a closed position. The hinge
support 506 is rotated about the hinge 508 to a storage
position, wherein the storage position comprises a position
wherein the hinge support 506 extends around a front
portion of the bottom portion 504 and associated laptop. As
shown in FIG. 12, the hinge support 506 is sized and
positioned to convert between a position of use (FIG. 11, for
example), and a position of storage in FIG. 12 wherein the
hinge support 506 extends neatly around the device. The
hinge 508 about which the hinge support 506 is rotatable is
positioned off-center relative to the bottom portion 504. In
some embodiments, the hinge 508 is provided closer to a
rear portion of the bottom portion 504 than the front. As
shown in FIG. 12, for example, the hinge 508 is positioned
approximately at a point that is approximately two-thirds of
the distance between the front and rear of the bottom portion
504.

[0144] FIG. 13 is a perspective view of the case 500 of
FIGS. 10-12, wherein the case is provided in an open
position and the hinge support 506 is rotated to a position to
support the cover member 502 and the screen of a laptop
514.

[0145] FIG. 14 is a perspective view of a case 550
according to one embodiment of the present disclosure. As
shown, the case 550 comprises various features shown and
described with respect to various embodiments including,
for example, a cover member 552 that is rotatable relative to
a base 554, a bottom portion 556, and a hinge support 558
with a hinge 560. As shown in FIG. 14, the cover member
552 is rotatable relative to the base 554 and is secured to the
base 554 on one end by magnets 562a, 562b. Specifically,
and as shown in FIG. 14, a free end of the cover member 552
is provided opposite a hinge 563. The free end of the cover
member comprises at least one magnet 562a. A correspond-
ing end of the base 554 comprises a corresponding number
of magnets 5625 of opposite polarity. Accordingly, the case
550 that is shown in an open position in FIG. 14 is operable
to rotate to a closed position and be secured in the closed
position by the magnets 562a, 5625. In various embodi-
ments, alternative closure member in addition to or in lieu of
magnets are contemplated. For example, various embodi-
ments of the present disclosure contemplate that the case
550 and components thereof are closed or secured by
resilient clasps, hook-and-loop closures, zippers, etc. Such
features and/or the magnets 562a, 5625 provided in FIG. 14
are contemplated for use in all of the embodiments disclosed
herein and are not limited to being provided in the embodi-
ment illustrated in FIG. 14.
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[0146] Various embodiments of the present disclosure,
including that of FIG. 14 comprise a port hub 570. The port
hub 570 is contemplated as being provided in communica-
tion with, or at least being capable of being provided in
communication with a laptop that is associated with the case
550. For example, a wired connection 572 is contemplated
as being provided to provide the laptop in communication
with the port hub 570 which may in turn be connected to one
or more devices stored within the cover member 552.
Accordingly, in addition to providing storage features, cases
of the present disclosure further comprise the ability to
supplement or augment the functionality of a laptop or
similar electronic device. It is contemplated, for example,
that external data storage means, power storage means, and
various similar means and devices can be selectively pro-
vided within the case and wherein such means and device
are in communication with a laptop (for example) provided
within the case. In such a manner, laptop functionality (e.g.
battery life, storage, etc.) is supplemented or improved by
embodiments of the present disclosure.

[0147] In various embodiments, a device case and an
electronic device (a laptop, for example) are operable to be
connected. Such connections are contemplated as compris-
ing various one-way and two-way connections. In some
embodiments, at least one USB (or similar) port on a port
hub of the case is provided as a USB-“out” port that is
operable to receive a female end of a USB cable (and
wherein the opposite, male end may be inserted into the
laptop). Accordingly, in at least some embodiments, at least
one port of a port hub comprises a USB-out port to provide
greater options and functionality to a user. In some embodi-
ments, a port of the port hub that is provided most proximal
to the hinge portion of a laptop is provided as a USB-out
port. Such devices may be marked, colored, or provided with
various indicia.

[0148] While various embodiments of the disclosed
device have been described in detail, it is apparent that
modifications and alterations of those embodiments will
occur to those skilled in the art. However, it is to be
expressly understood that such modifications and alterations
are within the scope and spirit of the present disclosure, as
set forth in the following claims. Further, the invention(s)
described herein are capable of other embodiments and of
being practiced or of being carried out in various ways. In
addition, it is to be understood that the phraseology and
terminology used herein is for the purposes of description
and should not be regarded as limiting. The use of “includ-
ing,” “comprising,” or “adding” and variations thereof
herein are meant to encompass the items listed thereafter and
equivalents thereof, as well as, additional items.

[0149] The foregoing discussion has been presented for
purposes of illustration and description. The foregoing is not
intended to limit the disclosure to the form or forms dis-
closed herein. In the foregoing description for example,
various features of the disclosure have been identified. It
should be appreciated that these features may be combined
together into a single embodiment or in various other
combinations as appropriate. The dimensions of the com-
ponent pieces may also vary, yet still be within the scope of
the disclosure. Moreover, though the description has
included description of one or more embodiments and
certain variations and modifications, other variations and
modifications are within the scope of the disclosure, e.g. as
may be within the skill and knowledge of those in the art,
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after understanding the present disclosure. It is intended to
obtain rights which include alternative embodiments to the
extent permitted, including alternate, interchangeable and/or
equivalent structures, functions, ranges or steps to those
claimed, whether or not such alternate, interchangeable
and/or equivalent structures, functions, ranges or steps are
disclosed herein, and without intending to publicly dedicate
any patentable subject matter.

[0150] The present disclosure, in various embodiments,
includes components, methods, processes, systems and/or
apparatus substantially as depicted and described herein,
including various embodiments, subcombinations, and sub-
sets thereof. Those of skill in the art will understand how to
make and use the devices of the disclosure after understand-
ing the present disclosure. The present disclosure, in various
embodiments, includes providing devices and processes in
the absence of items not depicted and/or described herein or
in various embodiments hereof, including in the absence of
such items as may have been used in previous devices or
processes, e.g., for improving performance, achieving ease
and/or reducing cost of implementation. Rather, as the
following claims reflect, inventive aspects lie in less than all
features of any single foregoing disclosed embodiment.

What is claimed is:

1. A storage case that is operable to be connected to an
electronic device, the case comprising:

a base member operable to connect to the electronic

device;

a rotatable cover member comprising an internal storage
area with a plurality of internal storage features;

at least one of the internal storage features comprising a
partially-open compartment having sidewall extending
from the rotatable cover member such that at least one
physical connection is operable to extend to and from
an internal area of the at least one internal storage
feature;

a port hub comprising at least one port that is accessible
from an exterior of the case and wherein the port hub
is electrically connected to the electronic device;

wherein the cover member is rotatable relative to the base
member about a hinge and is rotatable between a first
position comprising a substantially closed position, and
a second position comprising an open position wherein
the plurality of internal storage features are accessible
to a user.

2. The storage case of claim 1, wherein at least one of the
internal storage features comprises a gap or aperture that is
operable to receive at least one of a cord and a wire.

3. The storage case of claim 1, wherein the electronic
device comprises a personal laptop computer.

4. The storage case of claim 1, further comprising a port
hub and wherein the port hub comprises a plurality of ports
for receiving a physical connection to a device provided
within the case.

5. The storage case of claim 1, wherein at least one of the
internal storage features comprises a selectively removable
silicon rubber restraint member.

6. The storage case of claim 1, further comprising a hinge
support member to limit an amount of rotation of the
electronic device.

7. A storage case that is operable to be connected to an
electronic device, the case comprising:

a base member operable to connect to the electronic

device;
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a rotatable cover member comprising an internal storage

area with a plurality of internal storage features;

at least one of the internal storage features comprising a

partially-open compartment having sidewall extending
from the rotatable cover member such that at least one
physical connection is operable to extend to and from
an internal area of the at least one internal storage
compartment;

wherein the cover member is rotatable relative to the base

member about at least one hinge and is rotatable
between a first position comprising a substantially
closed position, and a second position comprising an
open position wherein the plurality of internal storage
compartments are accessible to a user.

8. The storage case of claim 7, wherein at least one of the
internal storage features comprises a gap or aperture that is
operable to receive at least one of a cord and a wire.

9. The storage case of claim 7, wherein the electronic
device comprises a personal laptop computer.

10. The storage case of claim 7, wherein the port hub
comprises a plurality of ports for receiving a physical
connection to a device provided within the case.

11. The storage case of claim 7, wherein at least one of the
internal storage features comprises a selectively removable
silicon rubber restraint member.

12. The storage case of claim 7, further comprising a
hinge support member to limit an amount of rotation of the
electronic device.

13. A storage case that is operable to be connected to a
laptop computer, the case comprising:

a base member operable to connect to the laptop com-

puter;
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a rotatable cover member comprising a plurality of inter-

nal storage areas;

at least one of the internal storage areas comprising a

compartment having a sidewall extending from the
rotatable cover member;

wherein the cover member comprises at least one hinge

and the cover member is rotatable relative to the base
member and the laptop computer between a first posi-
tion comprising a substantially closed position, and a
second position comprising an open position wherein
the plurality of internal storage compartments are
accessible to a user.

14. The storage case of claim 13, wherein the base
member comprises at least one of a lip, a flange, an adhesive
and a strap that is operable to connect to the laptop computer.

15. The storage case of claim 13, wherein at least one of
the internal storage areas comprises a gap or aperture that is
operable to receive at least one of a cord and a wire.

16. The storage case of claim 13, wherein at least one of
the internal storage areas comprises a mouse dock.

17. The storage case of claim 13, wherein the storage case
comprises a port hub with a plurality of ports for receiving
a physical connection to a device provided within the case.

18. The storage case of claim 13, wherein at least one of
the internal storage areas comprises a selectively removable
silicon rubber restraint member.

19. The storage case of claim 13, further comprising a
hinge support member to limit an amount of rotation of the
laptop computer.

20. The storage case of claim 16, wherein the mouse dock
is accessible from an external surface of the cover member.

#* #* #* #* #*
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