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" This ihvention relates generally to bathroom
shower curtains and more particularly to the
type of shower curtain which is slidably sup-
ported on a bar, so as to be capable of being drawn
to one side when not in use.

Conventional shower curtains comprise a sheet
of flexible material, which may be fabric or
plastic, having a plurality of grommets or eyes
along its upper edge for attachment to a plurality
of slidable hooks which ride on a siipporting bar.
Thus, these curtains may be extended along the
rod ‘so as to enclose the shower bath, with each
of the hooks spaced a distance from the adjacent
hooks, or the curtain may be pushed to one end
of the rod in a gathered position with the hooks
in close proximity to one another. "The grom-
mets, ‘or eyes, are usually spaced at least six
inches apart, with the result that the portions of
the curtain intermediate the grommets tend to
sag downwardly, giving the top of the curtain a
rather unattractive, scalloped ‘appearance and
causinigfi‘it to fall in'a predetermined pleated re-
lationship which often does not exhibit the de-
sign-of the curtain’to best advantage either when
it'is ‘gathered at orie’erid or extended along dhe
supporting ‘bar.

‘Motreover, The sagging of the ‘curtain ‘between
the: grommets in"addition to spoiling the dappear-
ance '6f “the ‘top thereof distorts ‘any ‘design pro-
Vided ‘on"the sufface of ‘the curtdin and after a
Péricd of time may effect permanent deformation
of‘the‘curtain. Also,the sagging tends to weaken
the'clirtdin, indsmuch as the weight is supported
at the-spaced éyes or grommets which 'are them-
selves unattractive in appearance.

‘Aédcordirigly, an -important ‘object of ‘this in-
vention is to provide an improved shower curtain,
and an arrangement ‘for supporting ‘same, ‘in
which the-unsightly bar, gsrommets and hooks are
concealed from view on both sides of the curtain,
particularly the front side, and in which the cur-
tdin is supported in'such fashion as to minimize
sagging between the grommets.

Another object is to provide an arrangement
wherein the portion of the curtain concealing the
hooks and grommets dces not interfere with the
sliding action of the curtain.

Another object is to provide an arrangement in
which the portion of the curtain which" coriceals
the hooks may be readily handled to expose the
hooks, so that the ciirtain may be readily put up
or taken down as desired, or to conceal the hooks
once they are attached.

A further object is to provide a shower curtain
which is simple and inexpensive to manufacture.
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Another object “is to provide a:shower ‘curtain
having an attractive flap which not orily servesto
conceal the bar and hooks upon which the curtain
is-supported, but: also gives the illusion ‘of an in-

- dependently ‘supported valance .at the top of the

curtain.

“A further object is to provide ‘an arrangement
for-keeping the supporting ‘bar and hooks dry at
all times in order to'prevent their corrosion and
the resultant discoloration of ‘the.curtain.

Other objects -and advantages of the shower
curtain and the ‘novel supporting -arrangement
of this invention will ‘present:themselves-to those
familiar with the art upon reading the following
sbecification’in conjunction with the drawing-and
the appended claims.

In ‘the drawing:

‘Fig. 1'is a front view of a shower curtain con-
structed in ‘accordance with this invention, the
curtain being shown :in & partially ‘drawn posi-
tion-‘on-a supporting bar;

Fig. 27is an edge view of the curtgin-and bar;

Fig. 3 is a view similar ‘to. Fig. 2 showing the
curtain with ‘the ‘valance: portion folded down-
wardly to permit attachment or detachment of
the-curtain to or from the hooks; and

“Fig.4:isan erlarged 'section through the upper
fold ‘of the:shower curtain’showing the preferred
arrangement of materidl for maximum: strength.

‘A fundemental concept-of this invention is to
provide a shower curtain ‘having a means at-its
upper end for slidable ‘attachment to.a ‘support-
ing bar and-a flexible flaprdetachably or perma-
nently secured ‘to the curtain ‘at.its -upper ‘end
adapted to ‘be folded .over the bar-and the sup-
porting nieans to:enclose:same.

The preferred form -of shower curtain 19,
shown in the drawing, comprises a rectangular
piece of fabric, or-other flexible sheet material {1,
a3 iplurality of-grommets {2, and-a riffle {f3. "The
sheet -of ‘material 11 is préferably: double, ‘folded
as shown fn "Fig. 4 for réinforeermert and
strength, 'or ‘folded back ‘upon itselfin a smgle
fold dlong the upper-edge as indicated at i4 in
Fig.”8, and the grommets f2 are attached along
thefdld line. Tn ‘the preferred ‘form "(Fig.4);a
separate piece is'provided whose- upper edgeis're-
ceived ‘detachably -or -permanently ‘between “the
folds ‘with the ‘free ‘portion ‘forming "a flap 18,
whereas inFig. 3 the'flapis.a continuation of the
rlx;am sheet of material. -Stitching-is indicated at

The ruffle 13 is attached to the free edge of the
flap 18 by stitching or other suitable means, and
the lower end of the curtain is hemmed, as indi-
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cated at 15. In the case of fabric curtains it is
preferred to stitch the hem, the fold line and the
ruffle in the conventional manner, but in the case
of plastic or elastomer curtains it may be prefer-
able to fuse the material together at these points
by local heating.

The shower curtain 10 is attached to the sup-
porting bar 16 by a plurality of hooks (7, the
hooks being of the conventional type which are
similar to large safety pins, the sharp ends being
received in enclosing recesses when the hooks are
closed to prevent damage to the curtain. To
hang the curtain, the hooks T are preferably
first slipped over the bar 16 and left in the open
position. 'The flap 18 at the top of the curtain is
left hanging in the position shown in Fig. 3,
while each hook is passed through one of the
grommets 12. When all of the hooks have been
secured, the flap portion 18 is then thrown up-
wardly over the bar 16 as indicated by the arrows
20 to the position shown in Figs. 1 and 2, com~
pletely enclosing the bar, the hooks and the
grommets. Upon examination of the drawing it
will be noted that the rufiie i3 is so attached to
the flap 18 that the front of the flap faces the
hack of the curtain in its initial position and
faces the same direction as the shower curtain
after the flap has been thrown over the bar I6.

When the valance-like flap has been thrown
over the bar 16, it will be noted that it falls in a
very attractive arrangement, each of the hooks
i T causing a slight bulge along the top of the bar
18 which breaks the straight line thereof. This
effect is, of course, augmented when the curtain
is gathered as shown at the left-hand side of Fig.
1. In addition to concealing and protecting the
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bar, hooks and grommets from moisture which -

might cause corrosion and staining of the cur-
tain material, the valance-like portion {8 also
serves to support some of the weight of the cur-
tain 11 and prevents, to a large measure, the sag-
ging between the grommets which heretofore has
distorted the appearance of the curtain.

Thus it will be noted that the top and bottom
of the curtain follows a substantially straight
line rather than being scalloped with high points
at each grommet. This not only improves the
appearance of the curtain, but also increases the
strength and life thereof by taking some of the
strain off the grommets and preventing perma-~
nent deformation due to suspension for long
periods of time at spaced points.

When it is desired to take the curtain down for
cleaning or other purposes, it is a very simple
matter merely to thrown the valance portion I8
back over the bar {6 and unhook the hooks IT so
that the curfain may be removed in the con-
ventional fashion.

It will be appreciated that the curtain of this
invention may be made in different ways and
still function as described. For example, as al-
ready mentioned, the valance portion {8 may be
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a separate piece of material merely stitched or -

otherwise attached to the main piece {1 as shown
in Pig. 4. If this is done, the entire valance
portion may be a ruffle or it may be made of a
different material to give a contrast of color or
texture. Moreover, a different arrangement
than individual hooks and grommets such as

hooks and eyes or straps and snaps might be 7

used to slidably attach the curtain to the bar 16.
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Furthermore, if the shower curtain does not
have a definite front and back, as may be the
case with plain material, it makes little differ-
ence which side is to the front, as the flap can
still be looped over the supporting bar o con-
ceal it and the hooks.

From the foregoing it will be appreciated that
a superior shower curtain has been provided
which not only is more attractive in appearance,
but also which has longer wearing qualities and
otherwise fulfills the objects of this invention.

Various changes and modifications in addi-
tion to those set forth herein may be made with-
out departing from the spirit of this invention
whose scope is commensurate with the following
claims.

‘What is claimed is:

1. A shower curtain of a type to be slidably
supported on a bar to be extended the full length
of the bar or bunched in folds at one end of the
bar, said curtain comprising a sheet of flexible
material of a width extendable the length of the
bar, means upon the upper edge of said curtain
for attaching same to said supporting bar at a
plurality of horizontally spaced weight bear-
ing points, and a flexible flap extending the
width of said sheet and attached to the back of
said sheet of flexible material along the upper
edge thereof, said flap being of a depending
length sufficient to loop upwardly and over said
supporting bar and to hang downwardly from
the supporting bar to a level well below said
supporfing means to conceal the bar and the
supporting means when the flap is moved to such
position, the depending portion of said flap as
looped over the bar in such position being of
sufficient weight to assist in supporting said
sheet of flexible material between said spaced
points to prevent sagging of the sheet of flexible
material between said spaced points.

2. A shower curtain for use with a bar having
a plurality of hooks slidably supported there-
on, said curtain comprising a sheet of flexible
material having a plurality of horizontally spaced
eyes near its upper edge, each of said eyes be-
ing received on one of said hooks, and a flap
of flexible material extending the width of said
sheet and attached thereto along the upper edge
thereof adjacent to said eyes, said flap being of
a depending length long enough to loop upwardly
and over said supporting bar and heoks to hang
downwardly from the supporting bar to a level
well below said eyes to conceal the bar, hooks,
and eyes when the flap is moved to such position
on both sides of the sheet, said depending flap
being of sufficient length and width when so
Jooped to assist in supporting said sheet against
sagging bhetween said eyes.
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