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UNITED STATES'

PATENT OFFICE.

CHARLES FEDERICI MARTORANA, OF WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COLUM:
BIA, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HALF HIS RIGHT TO ALBERT E. H. JOHNSON
AND J.'W. HAMILTON JOHNSON, OF SAME PLACE.

 IMPROVEMENT II(I CANCELING AND REGISTERING REVENUE-STAMPS,

Speciﬁ'mt“.ion forming part of Letters Patent No, 188,871, dated December 10, 1872.

To all whom it may concern: '
- Be it known that I, CHARLES FEDERICI
MARTORANA, of the' mty of Washington, in
the - District - of Columbia, -have invented a
new and useful improvement, bemg a Method
of ‘Canceling, Registering, and Detecting the
Counterfeiting of Revenue-Stamps fordi stﬂled
and fermented liquors, tobacco, cigars, snuff,
and any other similar packages subject to in’
ternal-revenue tax, of which the following is
. a specification: .

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1rep-
resents a view, in perspective, of a cigar-box

embracing my slip-coupon, or registering and |-

detecting. slip, for canceling stamps, as ap-
plied in factory; Fig. 2 represents a similar
view, showing the mode of cancellation by the
removal of one branch of the slip-coupon or
registering slip by manufacturer; Fig. 3 rep-
resents a similar view, showing the completlon
of the cancellation by the 1emoval of the other

. “branch of the slip-registering coupon by the

dealer; and Fig. 4, the registering slip-cou-
pon,-as-applied to the stamp. .

My invention has for its object the cancel-
lation of revenue-stamps to prevent and de-
. teet frauds uponthe revenue system; and the

invention which forms the subject-matter of
this patent consists—in the employment of a
slip of plain paper or parchment apRhed to the
-stamp in-a manner to serve the several pur-
poses in relation to the stamp and the thing
stamped-—of, first, the partial cancellation by
the manufacturer; second, the complete can-
" cellation by the dealer; th1rd the registration
- of both partial and complete cancellation by

" the detached compon- slips; fourth, the detec-

~:tion by such registration-slips of the counter-
feiting of said stamp; fifth, affording by these
means proper and instant 1nform1t10n and rec-
ord to the internal-revenue officers of the deal-
ing of the manufacturer fmd. dealer, as re-
quired by law.

The blank . slip-coupon A. is applied to the
stamp B 80 as to cross the latter, and is se-
cured by the gummed surface of the stamp
itself to present a double slip or.a coupon-slip
having two blank branches C D, each made
the register of the dqte of 1ts separation

from the body of the stamp. In such sepa-
ration it is caused to bear a portion of the
body of the stamp B at least equal in width
to.the body of the slip- -coupon A, thus sepa-

ratlng from the package a piece ot the stamp,
B, in two parts, by different or.the same par-

ties, and thus atford facility for matching and
comparing them to ascertain the genuineness
of the stamp, as well as its denomination.

In thisway the number of the stamps sold, and
what namber, if any, are counterfeit, can be
ascertained with absolute certamfy-—a thing
with the present system impracticable.

- My invention makes no change or expense
in the revenue-stamp system now in use, as the
blank coupon-slip A is applied by the mang-
facturer to the under side of the stamp B, or
between the article and the stamp, This blank
slip-coupon is made by writing or marking on
both parts thereof, {o register the name of the
manufacturer, his number, date of attaching
stamp, and the revenue district, the same be-
ing also imade upon the stamp, separate from
the reglstermg-shp, at the same-time or in con-
nection with it. The coupon-slipisnot gummed
to the article, but is left free to be removed
therefrom with a certain portion of the stamp
which secures it. The separate parts C D of
the slip-coupon are removed by cutting the
stamp with a knife in the direction of itslength
above the slip-coupon, as shown at E in Fig, 2.
The manufacturer may use any series of num-
bers he desires without interfering with those -
used by any other manufacturer. The coupon-
slip is separate from and applied with the
stamp, and the mode of making the cancella-
tion is equally simple, consisting in writing,
marking, or stamping upon the two parts C D
of the coupon-slip the initials or name of
the manufacturer, the date, and any number
he may select, and that of the revenue dis-
trict in which he is doing business, These he
also writes upon any part of the stamp. He
then cuts the stamp with a knife over the
coupoun-slip at E, and tears off one part there-
of, to be sent to the properrevenue officer, as
shown in Fig. 2. The other part of the coupon
is left to be forn off by the retail dealer at the
time of opening the purchased article, as shown
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in Fig. 3, and upon it he marks or writes, on
theback, his initials orname, the date and num-
ber of the distriet, as shown' in Fig: 5, and re-
turnsitalsoto the properrevenue officer. Now,
each of these registering slips or parts is re-
turned to: the distriet officer, whether of: the
same or separate districts, by the separate
parties, or the same party, if - both manufac-
turer and dealer, and: showing the full name,
&e., of the party canceling, and the date or
datesiof such cancellation; and they é¢an be
-compared to ‘determine many things, among
which also may be the amount of business in
any particulararticle of the manufacturerand
dealer; as the coupon-slips #re themselves reg-
isters of all’ sales of the article made by the
parties. ' Inithis respect the coupon-slip-stamp

system andmodeherein deseribed of using them

will absolutely: prevent all fraud, by being
themselves detectives of fraud and their own
accusers of clandestine dealing—in fact, a
suspended sword over:the heads both of man-
ufacturer and dealer, the fall of which is al-
ways apprehended in the perpetration of frand.

The self-registering slips are also of the high-
est importance in furnishing positive evidence
of counterfeiting the stamp itself, as each reg:
istering part,C D, has a part of the stamp past-
ed to it when torn off, so that the two can be
matched to show the character of the stamp,
and, if found to:be counterfeit, can be traced
to the manufacturer of the article stamped by
him. ' The returned coupon-slips can be kept
in files together under each person’s name,
and thus form: his accounts with the bureau.

By my invention the use of stamps a sec-
ond time is imnpossible, because a whole piece
having been taken out of them by the regis-
tering coupon-slip will show at once the mu-
tilation. The coupon-slip may be dapplied to

the stamp in any suitable manner so long as
it is made to perform the functions designed.

By my invention it is impossible to use the
same article a second time with the same
stamp or to exchange packages for the pur-
pose of fraud. ' :

I'have stated that: the manufacturer may
use any series of numbers he may desire; but
it is obvious ‘that my invention does not de-

- pend in any degree upon the use of numbers,

and they may be dispensed with if desired.

The same pitch which is used in pitching
kegs may be used to seal :the 'holes and pre-
vent leakings ito the injury :of coupon and
stamp. ; : :

Having deseribed my invention, I claim--
-1, A stampforthe collection of revenue hav-
ing a plain slip, whereby the following sever-
al things are effected—first, the ‘partial can-
cellation of the stamp by the manufacturer; -
second, the entire cancellation: by the dealer;
third, the registration of both partial and com-
plete: cancellation ; :fourth, the detection of
frauds in counterfeiting; fifth, the use of the
sdnie numbers by different manufacturers, and
to afford by such means information and ree-
ord:of the: dealing of the manufacturer and
dealer. :

. 2. A slip-coupon or registering ‘and detect-
ing slip,:eanceled ‘both by the manufacturer
and dealer. o .

3. The mode herein: deseribed of canceling
stamps to detect frauds in such cancellation.

4. The mode herein described of detecting
counterfeiting by separating in parts a por-
tion of the: stamp with the registering-slips,
for preservation and examination. ~ .

5. 'The independent slip-conpon or register- .
ing-slip secured to: the stamp, as deseribed.

..6. A revenue-stamp coupon-slip bearing up-
on its face the cancellation and register there-
of of the manufacturer, and upon its obverse
side that of the dealer.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand this 18th day of September, A. D.
1872, : : ,

CHARLES FEDERICI MARTORANA.

Witnesses: .
A. E. H. JOENSON, .
J. W, HAMILTON JOHNSON.




