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To all vhom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, THOMAS HUTCHINSON, 

of Chicago, in the county of Cook and State 
of Illinois, have invented a new and useful 
Improvement in Bill-Files; and I do hereby de 
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex 
act description thereof, which will enable oth 
ers skilled in the art to which it appertains to 
make and use the same, reference being had 
to the accompanying drawing, forming part 
of this specification, in which-- 

Figure 1 is a front view of a package-band 
embodying my said invention. Fig. 2 is a 
back view of the same; and Fig. 3 is a longi 
tudinal central section taken on the line aw ac, drawn through Fig. 2. 

Similar letters of reference indicate like 
parts in the several figures of the drawing. 
My invention relates to that class of pack 

age-bands used to secure packages of money, 
papers, and other similar articles; and its ob 
ject is to provide an elastic band which will 
adapt itself to the size of the package, and at 
the same time provide a plain surface on which 
the amount or file of the package may be 
Written. To that end it consists in a band 
constructed of a tablet of tracing cloth or pa- . 
Pel’, la ving its ends united to the ends of an 
elastic cord, so as to encircle the package 
around which it is placed, as will be more 
fully understood by the following description: 

In the drawing, A. represents the upper por 
tion of the band, which consists of a tablet of tracing-cloth, or any suitably tough paper, on 
Which the amount contained in the package 
Or the file of the package can be written. This 
tablet is usually about one inch in width, and 

its length is equal to about two-thirds the cir 
cumference of the package around which it is 
to be placed. The sides of this tablet, at its 
ends, are made narrower than the main or cen 
tral portion of the same, as shown in Fig. 2. 
B is a narrow strip of india - rubber, or an 
elastic cord, which is permanently secured at 
its ends to the ends of the tablet A, by means 
of sheet-metal clasps d d, which pass around 
the same, the ends of the cord and tablet A. 
lapping olne upon the other to admit of the 
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By attaching the ends of the tablet to the 
ends of the elastic cord by means of the 
clasps, the upper surface of the tablet is left 
smooth and unobstructed, as would not be the 
case if the tablet was secured to the outer 
surface of the ordinary elastic band. 

It is readily seen that this combination of 
the tablet and elastic cord comprises all tlhe 
utility and convenience of the ordinary rub 
ber band, while at the same time it provides 
a surface on which the file of the package 
may be written. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim 
As a new article of manufacture, a bill-file 

consisting of the tablet A and elastic cord B, 
each end of the cord and tablet being united 
one to the other by the clasps d d, substan 
tially in the manner specified. 
The above specification of my invention 

signed by me this 16th day of January, 1875. 
THOMAS HUTCHINSON. 

Witnesses: 
J. T. WHIPPLE, 
N. H. SHERIBURNIE. 

  


