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cockpit opening, said band having an inner longitudinal 
edge and a thickened rib forming an outer longitudinal 
edge and a surface defined between said edges for engag 
ing water flowing invardly over said gunvale along saidi 
top deck surface, longitudinal hinge means pivotaly se 
curing the inner edge of said band to said top deck sur 
face along said cockpit opening in water-tight sealing en 
gagement for permitting saidi band to pivot from an out 
vardly lying position Wherein said surface is contacting 
said top deck surface to am upstanding position wherein 
saidi surface does not contact said top deck surface in re 
sponse to vater flowing over said gunvale inwardly be 

0 
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tween said surface and top deck surface, and flexible 
means interconnecting the outer edge of saidi band to said 
vessel for limiting the invard pivotal movement of said 
band to saidupstanding position. 
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