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To all whom it may concerr:

Be it known that we, FRANK M. DURHAM
and ALBERT PEEK, citizens of the United
States, residing at Aurora, in the county of
Kane and State of Illinois, have invented a
new and useful Copy-Holder, of which the
following is a specification.

Our present invention relates to a novel
copy-holder, and hags for its object to produce
a simple and inexpensive device designed to
hold stenographic or other copy in various po-

.sitions to facilitate the transeription of the

notes and capable of being easily and securely
attached to eitherahorizontal or verticalledge
of a table or desk.

To the accomphshment of this ob;]ect the
inventionin its preferred embodiment resides
in that construction and arrangement of parts
to be hereinafter described, illustrated, in the
accompanying. drawings, and succmctly de-
fined in the appended claims. ,

In said drawings, Figurel is a perspective
view of our copy-holder secured to the edge
of a table-top, the stenographer’s note-book
being indicated in dotted lines. . Fig. 2 is a
vertical sectional view of the subject-matter
of Fig. 1. Fig. 8is asectional view of the ta-

ble-clamp adjusted with reference to the tu-

bular support of the holder to facilitate the
attachment of the device to the vertically-
disposed ledge at the back of a desk. Fig. 4
is a section on the line 4 4 of Fig. 2, and Flg
5148 a horizontal sectional view through the
plate, showing the book-retaining clip and its
mounting in plan.

Like characters of reference are employed

to designate corresponding parts throughout-

the several views.
The holder proper of the copy-support isin
the form of a light sheet-metal plate 1, hav-

ing its lower edge bent at an angle to form a

supporting - flange 2 for the book, and pro-
vided with a wide hook 3, disposed trans-
versely adjacent to its upper edge, and with
a pair of somewhat smaller hooks 3*in a lower
plane. : The hook 3 is formed by slitting the
metal and bending back a lip of appropriate
form and is designed to engage over the up-
per horizontal bar 4 of a rectangular plate-
holder 5, bent from a single strand of wire,
one end of which extends from the center of
the bottom bar of the holder to form a sup-

porting-rod 6.. ‘Thehooks 3% are also cut from
the plate and engage the lower horizontal bar
of the holder 5 to prevent the plate from tilt-
ing backward when the larger portion of the
book has been turned back. The rod 6 is
disposed vertically, and its upper end is bent,
as indicated ' at 7, to dispose the plate-holder
at.a proper angle, as shown in Fig.'2. The
holder rests flat against the rear face of the

plate 1, and in order to render the device sub--

stantially noiseless when the plate is attached
to or detached from the holder the top and

“bottom bars of thelatter are covered—as, for

instance, by rubber or othersimilarsleevesS.
The supporting-rod 6 of the plate-holder

telescopes within a tube 9 and is secuied in

its longitudinally - adjusted positions by a
binding-screw 10, passed through the wall of
the tube at its upper end and bearlnv against
the rod, as shown in Fig. 2. If desired,_ the
upper end of the tube may be reinforced by

.3 collar 11, serewed thereon and serving to
elongate the bearing of the binding-screw 10.

The tube 9 and rod 6, designed for relative

-adjustment, as stated, constitute an extensi-
‘ble support or standard for the copy-holder,

and while various devices might be utilized
for connecting this standard to a table or
other suitable support we-prefer to employ
what may be termed a ¢ table-clamp” 12 of

-rectangular form and having grooves 13 and
14 formed in two outer faces or edges thereof

disposed at right angles to each other—that
is to say,.the table-clamp is open-ended and
is provided in its back edge and in one side
edge with the grooves 14 and 13, respectively.
The table-clamp is designed to be securely
clamped toeitherahorizontalor vertical ledge
by a binding-scréw 15, passed transversely
through one leg of the table-clamp, and the
tube 9 is received in whichever of the grooves
13 and 14 is disposed vertically and is secured
to the table-elamp by a tube-clamp 16. In
Figs. 1and 2 of the drawings the table-clamp

'is shown applied to a horizontally-disposed

table-top a, with the binding-setew 15 bear-
ing against the bottom or under side thereof.
‘When the table-clamp is attached: to-a sup-
port of this character, the groove or concave
seat 14 will be disposed vertically, and the
tube will therefore be clamped therein by the
tube-clamp 16, as shown. The clamp 16 is
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designed to clamp the tube 9 in either of the
grooves or seats 13 or 14, formed in the angu-
larly-related faces of the table-clamp. Thus
if the table-clamp is secured upon a horizen-
talledge, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2, the groove
or seat 14 will be disposed vertically and the
tube 9 will be clamped in the seat or groove
by the clamp 16. This clamp, which may be

termed the ‘‘tube-clamp” or ‘‘standard-

clamp,” is composed of two parts 16 and 16°,
having the form of plates, having loose piv-
otal connection at one end, as by a screw or
bolt 17, and arranged to be drawn together
by a thumb-screw 18, passed through the
members at the opposite end of the clamp.
The clamp member or part 16* is bent inter-
mediate of its ends to conform substantially
to the cross-sectional contour of one side o]
the table-clamp, (see Fig. 4,) and the other
member or part 16° is curved outwardly op-
posite the adjacent groove or seat of the ta-
ble-clamp to accommodate the tube 9, dis-
posed within the seat. Thus it will be evi-
dent that the members of the tube-clamp 16
will embrace the tube 9 and the adjacent por-
tion of the table-clamp and that the tube or
standard. of the copy-holder may be securely
clamped within the groove or seat of the ta-
ble-clamp by drawing up the members16*and
16® of the clamp 16 by means of the thumb-
screw 18,

If it is desired to elevate the copy-holder,
this may be done by loosening the binding-
serew 10 and drawing up the supporting-rod
6 until the holder is at the proper point, where
it may beretained by tightening the serew. If
still greater adjustment is desired, the tube-
clamp 16 may be loosened and the tube drawn
up as far as possible, or if it is desired to lo-
cate the copy-holder close to the table the
rod 6 may be passed all the way into the
tube, as shown in Fig. 2, and the tube may
be dropped to any desired extent. If, how-
ever, il is desired to attach the copy-holder to
a vertically-disposed ledge, as indicated in
Fig. 3, it may be attached thereto by dispos-
ing the ledge between the legs of the table-
clamp and screwing up the binding screw 15
in an obvious manner. In this event the
seat or groove 13 of the table-clamp will be
disposed vertically and the tube will be re-
tained therein by the clamp 16, which will
have been removed from that portion of the
table-clamp in which the seat 14 is formed.
It should be noted that the same clamp 16 is
utilized to retain the tube 9 in either of the
grooves or seats 13 or 14 and that by the
formation of these grooves in the outer faces
of the clamp the necessity for an accurate
interfitting relation is avoided, as distin-
guished from those constructions in which a
tubular standard is designed to be fitted into
a cylindrical opening or socket in the table-
clamp.

Agide from the tendéncy of the plate 1 to
tilt, which tendency is overcome by the pro-
vigsion of the lower hooks 3%, the last leaves

741,894

of a book tend to swing out from and slide
upward on the plate. x2I‘his we prevent by
providing a book -retaining device in the
form of a spring-elip 19. . By preference this
clip is produced by bending a single strand
of spring-wire to obtain the clip proper, hav-
ingitsupperend bent back from the plate and
its lower end extending from spring-spirals
20, encircling a pin 21, supported between a
pair of ears 22, formed at the front edge of
the flange 2. The extremities 23 of the wire
are passed through an opening in the plate 1,
as shown, and are bent back to secure them
in place. The clip yields to permit the book
to be slipped to its place on the support and
then bears against the leaves with sufficient
force to prevent their premature displace-
ment. ,

It is thought that from the foregoing the
construction and operation of our copy-holder
will be clearly comprehended; but, while the
illustrated embodiment of the invention is
believed at this time to be preferable, we do
not wish to be understood as limiting our-
selves to the structural details defined, as,
on the contrary, we reserve the right to effect
such changes, modifications, and variations
of the illustrated structure as may be fairly
embraced within the scope of the protection
prayed.

What we claim is— ‘

1. In a copy-holder, the combination with
a support for the copy, and a standard; of a
rectangular table-clamp having two angu-
larly-related outer faces formed with open-
sided channels or grooves extending the en-
tire length thereof, and a clamping device
embracing one portion of the table-clamp and
the standard to retain the latter in one of the
channels or grooves.

- 2, In a copy-holder, the combination with
a plate for the support of the copy, of a plate-
holder comprising a rectangular frame de-
tachably secured to the back of the plate, a
supporting-rod extending vertically from the
plate-holder, a tube adjustably receiving said
rod, and a table-clamp connected to the tube.

3. In a copy-holder, the combination with
a copy-supporting plate provided with a hook
extending rearwardly therefrom, of a plate-
holder having the form of a rectangular wire
frame engaged by the hook and provided
with a supporting-rod, a tube into which the
rod is received, means for securing the rod
and tube in relatively adjusted positions, a
tube-clamp, and means for adjustably secur-
ing the tube thereto.

4. In a copy-holder, the combination with
a copy-supporting plate provided with an in-
tegral rearwardly-extending hook adjacent
to its upper end, of a plate-holder formed
from a strand of wire and comprising a rec-
tangular frame, a rod bent back from the

| frame and disposed vertically, the top bar of

the frame being engaged by the hook of the
plate, a tube receiving the vertical portion
of the rod, a binding-serew for securing the
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rod in its adjusted positions, and a table-
clamp connected to the lower end of the tube.

5. In a copy-holder, the combination with
a eopy-supporting plate having a forwardly-
extending flange at its lower end, and a rear-
wardly-extending hook adjacent to its upper
end, of a plate-holder produced from a single
strand of wire bent to form a rectangular
frame the upper bar of which is engaged by

the hook, and a supporting-rod extending
from the center of the lower bar of the frame-

and having its upper end laterally offset, a
tube adjustably receiving the supporting-rod,
a table-clamp having right-angularly-related
seats, and a tube-clamp for adjustably re-
taining the tube in either of said seats.

6. In a copy-holder, the combination with
a plate provided with a rearwardly-extending
hook, of a plate-holder in the form of a rec-
tangular frame having a flexible covering and
engaged by the hook, an extensible standard
for the plate-holder, and a table-clamp for
attaching the standard to the table.

7. In a copy-holder, the combination with
a plate provided with upper and lower hooks,
of a plate-holder in the form of a rectangular
frame having its upper and lower bars en-
gaged by the hooks of the plate.

8. In a copy-holder, the combination with

=
-

a plate for the support of the copy, of a plate-

holder comprising a rectangular frame de-

tachably secured to the back of the plate, a
standard extending vertically from the plate-

‘holder, and a table-clamp connected to the

standard. ] :

9. In a copy-holder, the combination with
the plate provided with an integral back re-
taining-flange at its lower edge, and a pair
of ears formed at the front edge of the flange;
of a pin supported between the ears, and a
spring-clip bearing against the front of the
plate and formed of a single strand of wire
bent to produce a pair of spring-spirals en-
cireling the pin and terminals passed through
the plate.

10. In a copy-holder, the combination with
a plate provided at its bottom with an up-
wardly-extending clip, of a downwardly-ex-
tending hook at the back of the plate, and a
detachable plate-holderengaged by said hook.

In testimony that we claim the foregoing as
ourown we have hereto affixed our signatures
in the presence of two witnesses.

" FRANK M. DURIJAM.
‘ ALBERT PEEK. -

Witnesses:

Gova M. RUSSELL,
FrED. E. KING,
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