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(57) ABSTRACT 
The invention provides improved methods and apparatus for 
Workflow editing. Such methods and apparatus permit, for 
example, user-defined and/or other tasks to be combined in 
any combination or combinations to specify a workflow. The 
tasks can be linked for direct, Serial processing and/or for 
conditional processing that includes branching and/or loop 
ing. The invention also improved methods and apparatus of 
Workflow definition and processing with extensible actions. 
The invention provides, further, improved methods and 
apparatus for workflow definition and processing which 
utilize workflow variables for communication of data and 
control information among tasks within a workflow. The 
invention provides, Still further, improved methods and 
apparatus of workflow definition and processing with 
enhanced messaging. The invention provides, Still yet fur 
ther, improved methods and apparatus for workflow defini 
tion and processing which permit definition of hierarchically 
enumerated data types and for for definition of “plans” to 
collect, e.g., for storage, data Such as the aforementioned 
hierarchical data types. 
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METHODS AND APPARATUS FOR PROCESS, 
FACTORY-FLOOR, ENVIRONMENTAL, 

COMPUTERAIDED MANUFACTURING-BASED 
OR OTHER CONTROL SYSTEM WITH 
REAL-TIME DATA DISTRIBUTION 

0001. This application claims the benefit of filing of 
United States Provisional Patent Application 60/372,770, 
filed Apr. 15, 2002, and entitled METHODS AND APPA 
RATUS FOR WORKFLOW DEFINITION AND PRO 
CESSING, the teachings of which are incorporated herein 
by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0002 The invention pertains to digital data processing 
and, more particularly, by way of non-limiting example, to 
automated workflow definition and processing. The inven 
tion has application, for example, in process control, envi 
ronmental control, computer aided manufacturing, and other 
industrial and non-industrial applications. 
0003) Automated workflow processing is increasingly 
common in today's manufacturing plants. Conventional 
Solutions provide general capabilities for interfacing plant 
equipment to identify events and take Specific responsive 
actions. However, those Solutions provide for only rudimen 
tary workflow definition and require Special-purpose pro 
grams to model plant operations of complexity. The con 
ventional Solutions, moreover, provide only limited 
interfaces, accepting data from and outputting data to only 
specific hardware devices and Software applications. 
0004. This runs counter to modern trends, wherein plant 
owners-and, more generally, all those who own or run 
proceSS control, environmental control, computer aided 
manufacturing, and other industrial and non-industrial appli 
cations—may wish to “mix and match' hardware devices 
and Software Solutions. Thus, for example, different areas of 
the plant floor and, certainly, of an enterprise as a whole may 
use different proceSS control, environmental control, com 
puter aided manufacturing, and other industrial and non 
industrial equipment. The same is true of Software (whether 
it be for control, “back office' reporting and analysis, and/or 
other applications) used on the plant floor and/or by the 
enterprise. 

0005 Significantly, this also runs counter to a trend for 
increased data distribution and Visibility. Continuing the 
above example, those who own or run proceSS control, 
environmental control, computer aided manufacturing, and 
other industrial and non-industrial applications, may wish to 
distribute data among different areas of the plant floor and/or 
within the enterprise as a whole, regardless of any existing 
diversity of hardware and software used. They may wish to 
do this to improve control, as well as reporting and analysis, 
on the plant floor and/or by the enterprise. 
0006 An object of this invention is to provide improved 
digital data processing Systems and methods. 
0007 Another object is to provide such systems and 
methods as are Suited to workflow definition and/or pro 
cessing. 

0008 A further object is to provide such systems and 
methods as provide increased flexibility and workflow mod 
elling processing over conventional Systems. 

Nov. 20, 2003 

0009 Astill further object is to provide such systems and 
methods as facilitate the mixing and integration of hardware 
devices and/or Software Solutions, e.g., whether for 
improved control, reporting, analysis, or otherwise, on a 
plant floor, in an enterprise, or otherwise. 
0010 Yet still another object of the invention is to 
provide Such Systems and methods as facilitate data distri 
bution and Visibility, e.g., among hardware devices and/or 
Software solutions, whether of diverse varieties or otherwise. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0011. These are among the objects attained by the inven 
tion which provides, in one aspect, improved methods and 
apparatus for workflow editing. Such methods and apparatus 
permit, for example, user-defined and/or other tasks to be 
combined in any combination to specify a workflow. The 
tasks can be linked for direct, Serial processing and/or for 
conditional processing that includes branching and/or loop 
Ing. 

0012 Related aspects of the invention provide such 
methods and apparatus as permit third-party (or unrelated) 
Software applications to be invoked as tasks, with their 
respective contexts defined by environmental variables, e.g., 
which are interfaced through an applications program inter 
face (API). 
0013 Further aspects of the invention provide such meth 
ods and apparatus which accept and process factory-floor or 
other process control, environmental control, computer 
aided manufacturing, and other industrial and non-industrial 
application data, regardless of its Source. Related aspects of 
the invention provide for enhanced definition of data 
Sources, data SinkS and other tags. 
0014 Still further related aspects of the invention provide 
Such methods and apparatus wherein workflow editing is 
performed graphically, e.g., using panes that are organized 
hierarchically or otherwise. Yet still further aspects of the 
invention provide for definition of the workflow utilizing a 
graphical programming metaphor. Related aspects of the 
invention provide for graphical definition of information 
flow among tasks and to/from other applications or devices. 
0015. Other aspects of the invention provide improved 
methods and apparatus of workflow definition and proceSS 
ing with extensible actions. Such methods and apparatus 
permit user definition of workflow tasks, e.g., using the 
graphical programming metaphor or otherwise. This 
includes, by way of non-limiting example, interfacing 
legacy Software Systems and databases. 
0016 Related aspects of the invention provide such 
methods and apparatus in which the actions conform to a 
component object model (COM) application program inter 
face (API). That interface can define portions of a third-party 
application context required for task implementation and can 
provide mechanisms for communication of that information. 
0017 Extensible actions according to some aspects of the 
invention permits a workflow to interface with components 
and Subsystems not part of the workflow system. This is 
done by permitting the workflow to instantiate component 
object model (COM) components that implement an 
extended action interface. A component of this type permits 
a workflow editor and workflow processing engine to inter 



US 2003/0217054A1 

rogate the component for input and output arguments and 
other properties, as well as to cause the component to 
execute. The extended action interface provides a portal 
through which the workflow can give information to, and 
acquire information from, external Systems. 
0.018. Related aspects of the invention provide methods 
and apparatus as described above in which the input and 
output argument Sets of Such a component comprise a 
portion of an overall workflow context. An action can be 
executed with the input argument contexts and, upon return 
from the extended action component, entries in the output 
argument context can be written back to corresponding 
entries in the overall workflow context. 

0.019 Still further related aspects of the invention provide 
Such methods and apparatus as provide for enhanced com 
munication between a task executing in a workflow pro 
cessing engine and a third-party application. 
0020 Still other aspects of the invention provide 
improved methods and apparatus for workflow definition 
and processing which utilize workflow variables for com 
munication of data and control information among tasks 
within a workflow. Such variables can reflect workflow 
Status, factory-floor or other process control, environmental 
control, computer aided manufacturing, and other industrial 
and non-industrial application data and/or other parameters. 
0021 Related aspects of the invention such methods and 
apparatus as provide for persistence of the workflow vari 
ables, e.g., using XML or other markup languages. 
0022. Still other aspects of the invention provide 
improved methods and apparatus of workflow definition and 
processing with enhanced messaging. This facilitates com 
munication with an operator Station during workflow execu 
tion. 

0023 Related aspects of the invention provide such 
methods and apparatus in which both message content and 
formatting is transmitted between a workflow processing 
engine and an operator interface, e.g., Via a markup lan 
guage. Related aspects of the invention provide for use of 
XML and XSL for these purposes. Still further related 
aspects provide for customizable display of operator inter 
faces via controls which execute style sheets. Yet still further 
related aspects of the invention provide for enhanced trans 
mittal of operator responses to the workflow processing 
engine. 
0024. Still other aspects of the invention provide 
improved methods and apparatus for workflow definition 
and processing which permit definition of hierarchically 
enumerated data types, referred to below as List PDIs. These 
can be used to capture multiple levels of data, e.g., for 
analysis or reporting. 

0.025 Related aspects of the invention provide for defi 
nition of "plans' to collect, e.g., for Storage, data Such as the 
aforementioned hierarchical data types. These plans can 
include expressions that are evaluated on collection or 
Storage of the data. Such expressions can include execution 
of procedures, e.g., for obtaining or evaluating further data. 
0.026 Still other aspects of the invention provide 
improved methods and apparatus for workflow definition 
and processing which provide for registration of third-party 
and other Software applications, e.g., used by an enterprise, 
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and that facilitate communication with Such applications. 
Related aspects of the invention facilitate information vis 
ibility, e.g., communication of information to/from portals 
and other data display/collection applications, networked or 
otherwise. 

0027 Still other aspects of the invention provide 
improved methods and apparatus for workflow definition 
and processing that utilize a common event-driven or other 
messaging Structures, e.g., for transferring data to/from 
applications and/or operator interfaces. 
0028 Still other aspects of the invention provide 
improved methods and apparatus for workflow definition 
and processing that facilitate real-time gathering, proceSS 
ing, communication and/or reporting of data. 
0029 Advantages of methods and apparatus according to 
the foregoing and other aspects of the invention are that they 
facilitate distribution of data upon event occurrence. This 
can include, by way of non-limiting example, distribution of 
distributed control system (DCS) data in real-time to trans 
actional Software, e.g., executing within or between enter 
prises. It can also include, by way of further non-limiting 
example, communication of information necessary for Sup 
ply chain automation between a plan and its customers. 
0030. Other aspects of the invention are evident in the 
claims, as well as in the text and drawings that follow. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0031. A more complete understanding of the invention 
may be attained by reference to the drawings, in which 
0032 FIGS. 1A-1C depict a digital data processing sys 
tem according to one practice of the invention; 
0033 FIG. 2 depicts a graphical workflow of the type 
that is created, edited and processed in a System according 
to one practice of the invention; 
0034 FIG.3 illustrates an ActiveX control of the type to 
Support communications between a runtime client and a 
production engine in a System according to one practice of 
the invention; 

0035 FIGS. 4A-D depicts an object oriented class struc 
ture used in implementing a System according to one prac 
tice of the invention; 
0036 FIG. 5 depicts steps utilized to populate a data 
collection in a System according to one practice of the 
invention; 
0037 FIG. 6 depicts the life cycle of an action message 
in a System according to one practice of the invention; 
0038 FIGS. 7-8 depict processing in an event manager in 
a System according to one practice of the invention; 
0039 FIGS. 9A-9C depict an object oriented class struc 
ture Supporting inter alia PDIS and collection plans in a 
System according one practice of the invention; 

0040 FIG. 10 depicts a database structure supporting 
List PDIS in a System according to one practice of the 
invention; 

0041 FIG. 11 depicts the tree hierarchy of a List PDI in 
a System according to one practice of the invention; 
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0042 FIG. 12 depicts the anatomy of a List PDI in a 
System according to one practice of the invention; 
0043 FIG. 13 illustrates a simplified standard List PDI 
of the type used in a System according to one practice of the 
invention; 
0044 FIGS. 14A-14C depict graphical user interface 
Screens used in connection with definition and maintenance 
of a List PDI in a System according to one practice the 
invention; 
004.5 FIGS. 15-16 depict graphical user interface screens 
used in connection with definition and maintenance of 
collection plans in a System according to one practice the 
invention; 
0.046 FIG. 17 illustrates a relationship among classes 
defining the production Support database and those defining 
Stored procedure items in a System according to one practice 
of the invention; 
0047 FIGS. 18-19 depict graphical user interface screens 
used in connection with collection plan template mainte 
nance in a System according to one practice of the invention; 
0.048 FIG. 20 depicts a graphical user interface screen 
used in connection with storing information about a PDI in 
a collection plan generated from the template in a System 
according to one practice of the invention; 
0049 FIG. 21 depicts a graphical user interface editor 
display, including a Sample workflow graphic, in a System 
according to one practice of the invention; 
0050 FIG. 22 depicts tables in a database Supporting a 
class structure used in a workflow editor in a System 
according to one practice of the invention; 
0051 FIG. 23 illustrates how orders and lot IDs from 
external Systems are associated with workflows created in a 
Workflow editor in a System according to one practice of the 
invention; 
0.052 FIG. 24 depicts a relationship between workflow 
elements and extended actions in a System according to one 
practice of the invention; 
0053 FIG. 25 is a flowchart depicting how workflow 
variable context is maintained in a System according to one 
practice of the invention; 
0.054 FIG. 26 depicts a graphical user interface screen 
used in connection with workflow variable definition in a 
System according to one practice of the invention; 
0055 FIG. 27 depicts a relationship of tables used in 
Support of workflow variable context persistence in a System 
according to one practice of the invention; 
0056 FIGS. 28-29 depict graphical user interface screens 
used in connection with user interface (UI) message defini 
tion in a System according to one practice the invention; 
0057 FIG. 30 is a flowchart depicting step involved in 
execution of a UI Message action in a System according to 
one practice of the invention; 
0.058 FIG. 31 is a UI Message style sheet according to 
one practice of the invention; 
0059 FIGS. 32A-32C is a UI Message schema according 
to one practice of the invention; 
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0060 FIGS. 33A-33B is a UI Message template accord 
ing to one practice of the invention; 
0061 FIG. 34 depicts an architecture for UI messaging 
with a thin runtime client in a System according to one 
practice of the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
ILLUSTRATED EMBODIMENT 

0062 FIG. 1A depicts a digital data processing system 
10 according to one practice of the invention. The illustrated 
System includes one or more applications 12, 14, 16 of the 
type commercially available and conventionally used for 
process, batch, discrete, environmental or other control in 
manufacturing, utilities or other industries, research or other 
applications. The applications 12-16 are adapted to monitor 
and/or control the respective process, batch, environment, 
and So forth, via Sensors and/or control equipment in the 
conventional manner known in the art. The illustrated Sys 
tem also includes a production engine 18 that is coupled to 
applications 12-16 and coordinates data collection, opera 
tion, and/or reporting thereby. 
0063 Engine 18 and applications 12-16 may execute on 
a single digital data processing device or multiple digital 
data processing devices, which may be disposed locally or 
remotely with respect to one another and which may com 
municate via network or otherwise in the conventional 
manner known in the art. Each digital data processing device 
may constitute a conventional WorkStation, personal com 
puter, mainframe computer, controller, microprocessor, 
embedded processor, “smart” field device or any other 
hardware/software platform suitable for module and/or 
application execution in accord with the teachings hereof. 
On any given Such digital data processing device, the 
respective engine 18 and/or applications 12-16 may execute 
within a single process though, more typically, they execute 
in different respective processes. 
0064 Illustrated applications 12-14, referred to as 
“ Applin 0” and “ Applin 1,” respectively, have runtime com 
ponents 12a, 14a that operate in accord with information 
contained in respective databases 12b, 14b, proprietary or 
otherwise, that may be independent or shared between those 
and other applications in the conventional manner known in 
the art (as further adapted in accord with the teachings 
below). Each application 12, 14 also includes an editor (or 
configurator) that is used in the conventional manner, e.g., to 
Set up and modify the respective database for Such functions 
as are desired by the plant operator or other perSonnel. Each 
additional application 16 can Similarly include a runtime 
component, database and editor. 
0065 Those skilled in the art will, of course, appreciate 
that, per convention in the art, applications 12-16 may 
include fewer components or more components than those 
shown in the drawing and described herein. Thus, for 
example, Some application used in Systems according to the 
invention may include only a runtime component and others 
may include multiple runtime components, databases and/or 
editors, as well as other components. 
0066 Illustrated production engine 18 includes a runtime 
component 18a-referred to below both as the “event man 
ager” or “production engine'-that coordinates operation 
of, data collection for, and/or reporting for applications 
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12-16. This is governed by workflow(s) and parameters 
defined in a configuration database 18b-though, in alter 
nate embodiments these may be hardcoded, e.g., in the 
runtime component (18a) and/or defined elsewhere. An 
editor (or configurator) 18c, which includes the Workflow 
Editor described below, provides a user interface and/or 
otherwise facilitates Set up and modification the database 
18b and, more generally, the production engine 18. 
0067. The aforementioned operational coordination, data 
collection and/or reporting may be effected via coupling 
between the component 18a (the event manager) and the 
applications respective runtime components 12a-14a, e.g., 
utilizing application program interfaces (APIs) or other 
interprocess communications techniques, as discussed 
below. Though all of these coupling mechanisms are indi 
cated in the drawing by lines connecting component 18a 
with the runtime modules 12a-14a and databases 12b-14b, 
those skilled in the art will appreciate that fewer or addi 
tional mechanisms may be employed as well consistent with 
the teachings below. 
0068. In the illustrated embodiment, further coupling 
between the production engine 18 and the applications 12-16 
is provided via their respective database components 12b, 
14b and 18b. To this end, system 18 includes a interpreter 
18d that transfers data between the configuration database 
18b and the application's respective databases 12b-14b. 
Such transferS may be effected at configuration time, at 
runtime, periodically, continuously, or otherwise, e.g., in 
accord with the teachings below. 
0069 Communications coupling, formatting and/or 
translation required for each respective database 12b-14b is 
effected by respective interface adapters shown, here, "hang 
ing off the interpreter 18d and labeled A0, A1. In practice, 
the adapters may be part of (e.g., "hang off) the interpreter 
18d and/or the databases 12b-14b themselves (and, more 
properly, respective database managements Systems—which 
may, for example, form part of the respective runtime or 
editor components 12a, 12c-14a, 14c). 
0070 To facilitate coordinated setup and/or modification 
of the system 10, databases 12b, 14b, 18b, configuration 
editor 18c may include adapters that facilitate direct Setup or 
modification of the application databases 12b-14b, or por 
tions thereof, e.g., via an interface consistent with that 
provided by editor 18c vis-a-vis database 18b, via interfaces 
consistent with those provided by editors 12c-14c vis-a-vis 
databases 12b-14b, or otherwise. As above, the adapters are 
shown here hanging off the editor 18c and labeled A0, A1. 
In practice, the adapters may be part of the editor 18c and/or 
the databases 12b-14b themselves. 

0.071) Applications 12-16 are clients of the production 
engine 18, e.g., insofar as those applications rely on Services 
or data provided by engine 18 for purposes of Setup and/or 
coordinated runtime operation. The illustrated System 
includes further clients, here, runtime clients 18e, 18f that 
provide for notifications (e.g., alarms), workflow or other 
Status reporting, and/or data collection, e.g., via user inter 
faces with plant operator or other personnel. While runtime 
clients 18e, 18f can be adapted to interface process or other 
control equipment, e.g., in the manner of applications 12-16, 
in the illustrated embodiment, the runtime clients are more 
typically adapted to provide alarms, notifications and other 
information to plant perSonnel and/or to receive information 
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therefrom, e.g., in addition to or in lieu of Such information 
provided to and/or received from Such perSonnel by the 
applications 12-16. More particularly, in one embodiment, 
the runtime client provides for Security (e.g., password entry 
and access restriction); data trending; alarm notification; 
task list entry, editing, history reporting and querying, 
graphical or other workflow Status Visualization; and work 
flow State Setting (e.g., offline versus active). 
0072. Overview of Operation and Terminology 
0073. The production engine 18 provides a framework to 
configure, capture and manage process and production data 
based on inputs from (and outputs to) applications 12-16, 
plant or perSonnel, and/or proceSS or other control equip 
ment. It also provides for correlating process and production 
data, e.g., to facilitate analysis of the effectiveness of a 
facility or proceSS. To this end, the engine 18 comprises, 
inter alia, an event manager 18a that monitors the equipment 
or processes, for example, via communications with appli 
cations 12-16 and via interfaces (e.g., through runtime 
clients 18e, 18f) with the plant personnel and/or control 
equipment directly); executes workflows and evaluates any 
expressions defined therein; triggerS actions, prompts plant 
perSonnel with or for information; collects data from the 
applications, perSonnel and/or control equipment. 
0074 As noted above, operation of the event manager 
18a is based on workflows, e.g., represented in database 18b. 
Workflow types include, by way of non-limiting example 
material workflows (e.g., manipulating raw materials to 
produce finished goods), equipment workflows (e.g., based 
on a manufacturing resource, e.g., machine, line, cell, excep 
tions, faults and regular maintenance activities, cleaning, 
calibration, failures) and Supply chain and/or information 
workflows (e.g., moving information between applications 
or areas in an enterprise). Workflows can be triggered by 
multiple machines, with parameters captured automatically 
from that equipment or manually from its operators. 

0075 AS discussed further below, workflow definitions 
can include event triggers, e.g., proceSS Value changes, 
device inputs, production Status changes, resource Status 
changes, messages from other application, or UI messaging. 
Workflow definitions in the illustrated embodiment also 
typically include event actions. These can include transac 
tions (such as start, complete, etc.) in applications 12-16, 
Stored procedures/database actions, Set-point downloading; 
user tasks, Such as data collection, downtime reporting, 
Sample registration, production reporting, consumption 
reporting, maintenance task, operator messaging (referred to 
below as User Interface or UI messages); and SCADA alarm 
actions, Such as e-mail, pager, or telephone messages, to 
name a few. 

0076. In addition to events and actions, a workflow of the 
illustrated embodiment can include activities, which are 
defined by one or more related actions, transitions, which 
inhibit the execution of a workflow until a condition is met; 
conditional branches, which allow one branch of activities to 
executed based on evaluation of an expression; decision 
branches, result in execution of one branch of activities if the 
evaluation of an expression is true and another branch if 
false; loops, which execute a executes a Series of activities 
until a condition is met. Of course, it will be appreciated that 
Workflows may have other components, instead or in addi 
tion, consistent with the teachings hereof. 
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0077 Workflow definitions in the illustrated embodiment 
utilize proceSS data items or PDIS. These capture, track and 
move information about the controlled process. PDIs rep 
resent an aggregation of functionality, Such as a transaction 
input, I/O point (or “tag”), process historization, alarming 
and analysis. Types of PDI in the illustrated embodiment 
include memory variables/local workflow variables, I/O and 
device input, user input, and database I/O. At runtime, 
sources of PDI values include tags (or I/O points), informa 
tion manually entered (e.g., via a runtime client), values 
derived from other data, information retrieved from appli 
cation databases 12b-14b, arithmetic and/or logical expres 
SOS. 

0078 By way of example, plant equipment such as a 
packer unit Signals the production engine indicating that its 
Status has changed to a non-running State. A Scheduler 
operating within the event manager 18a reschedules work 
otherwise assigned to that unit to other plant equipment, 
updating a work-in-process module with the new equipment 
information. Based on the downtime cause reported by the 
equipment and its expected duration, the Scheduler also 
reschedules the shop floor to account for the lost resource 
and releases a new Schedule to the floor, e.g., via operator 
messing in a runtime client 18e, 18f, concurrently updating 
application databases 12b-14b (and other tables, databases, 
etc.) that govern operation of the floor equipment. The 
Scheduler also signals the runtime components of necessary 
applications, e.g., 12a, to reflect transfer of the job and 
operators to the new equipment. 

0079 Concurrently, the scheduler treats the underlying 
cause of the non-running State as an indicator of a mainte 
nance task, to which it assigns a resource-here, a mechanic. 
It notifies both the mechanic and the information technology 
department (and/or other enterprise personnel) of the assign 
ment, e.g., via a runtime client 18f. The Scheduler also 
messages perSonnel to have the parts prepared and delivered 
to the downed equipment. 

0080 Referring to FIG. 1B, in the illustrated embodi 
ment, the applications 12-16 include InTrackTM and 
InSQLTM, both commercially available from the assignee 
hereof. InTrackTM provides for graphical representation of a 
controlled process (and the underlying equipment or other 
resources). It permits, for example, tracking of production 
from raw materials through to finished goods inventory, and 
can model and track critical resources like work orders, 
materials, product specifications, work instructions, equip 
ment, people and proceSS/analytical data. InSQL' is an 
SQL Server that provides a common point of access for 
production information utilized by InTrack, providing for 
acquisition of production data in real time-and integration of 
non-real-time, manual or off-line data. These applications 
share a common database, e.g., 12b, associated with the 
InTrack" product, as well as having independent databases, 
e.g., an InSQLTM database (associated with the InSQLTM 
product). 

0081. The runtime component of the InTrackTM applica 
tion is depicted in FIG. 1B as element 12a; the database 
component, as element 12b; and the editor (referred to as 
Model MakerTM), as element 12c. The corresponding com 
ponents of the InSQLTM application are depicted as elements 
14a, 14b and 14c. Further applications, depicted in the 
drawing by elements 16a, 16b, 16c, can include by way of 
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non-limiting example the InTouchTM product, which is com 
mercially available from the assignee hereof and which 
provides a human machine interface (HMI), enabling visu 
alization of control and information resources, e.g., repre 
sented by InTrack. 
0082) Of course, those skilled in the art will appreciate 
that other applications, regardless of whether available from 
the assignee hereof, can be utilized in addition to or instead 
of inTrackTM, InSQLTM, and/or InTouchTM. Those applica 
tions may be competitive, functional or other equivalents of 
the type known in the art amenable or adaptable for use in 
Systems operating according to the teachings hereof. By way 
of example, in place of (or in addition to) the insOLTM 
Server, another SQL Server may by utilized, as may be a 
database management System, query System or other System 
capable of querying or otherwise identifying items of inter 
est in a database, table or other data collection. 
0083. Also shown in FIG. 1B is the division of configu 
ration database 18b into a configuration database compo 
nents 18b' and one or more runtime components, here, a 
runtime “support' database component 18b" and a runtime 
“tag” database component 18b". The configuration database 
component 18b' maintains a representation of the workflow 
editable by editor (or configurator) 18c. The runtime com 
ponents 18b" and 18b" maintain representations of the 
workflow uploaded from the configuration component 18b', 
as well as of operational parameters taken from the other 
application databases, e.g., 12b, 14b, and 16b. Thus, for 
example, Support database component 18b" can maintain a 
representation of event triggers, event actions, activities, 
transitions, conditional branches, decision branches, loops, 
and So forth that make up a workflow. Tag database com 
ponent 18b" on the other hand, for example, maintains a 
representation or listing of I/O ports, memory addresses and 
other tags potentially implicated by the workflow. 
0084. The runtime components 18b" and 18b" of the 
configuration database 18b are generated by the interpreter 
18d and/or by an compilation/upload component (not 
shown). This can include compiling into a Suitable runtime 
representation for component 18b" the graphical (or other) 
representation of the workflow maintained in configuration 
database 18b'. It can also include resolving references to tags 
and other parameters in the configuration representation So 
that they can be properly accessed at runtime by the pro 
duction engine. 
0085. According to one practice of the invention, work 
flows in the configuration database 18b' are maintained in 
“disabled” or “enabled” states, as determined by the opera 
tor, e.g., using a menu or other option in editor 18c. In a 
preferred practice, the interpreter 18d and/or compilation/ 
upload element upload to the runtime databases 18b" and 
18b" only configuration database 19b' workflows that are in 
the “enabled' state. 

0086) Likewise, according to one practice of the inven 
tion, workflows represented in the runtime databases 18b" 
and 18b" are maintained in “offline”, “active” and “running” 
states. Workflows in the offline state are not executed or 
“evaluated” by the event manager 18a, while those in the 
active State are amenable to Such execution. Workflows 
currently being executed by the event manager are referred 
to as running. 
0087 Generation of the tag database 18b" can be accom 
plished, for example, by creating a indexed, trees or other 
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accessible compilation of tags Suitable for access by the 
production engine 18 during execution of the workflow 
represented in database 18b". 
0088 Although the illustrated embodiment utilizes sepa 
rate databases 18b'-18b" to maintain the configuration ver 
SuS runtime representations of workflows, alternate embodi 
ments utilize a single database (or set of databases) for both 
configuration and runtime. 
0089. In some embodiments, the production engine 
accesses the tag database 18b" directly. In other embodi 
ments, a tag database server (not shown) serves as an 
interface between the production engine 18 and the database 
18b". One such server is commercially available from the 
assignee hereof as part of its inTouch"M Software package. 
0090. With further reference to FIG. 1B, the production 
engine 18 of the illustrated embodiment includes an appli 
cation Server component that provides an interface between 
the production engine and one or more of the databases 
18b", 12b, 14b, 16c. The application server, which can be 
packaged Separately from the event manager 18a or other 
runtime components, Support multiple access by Simulta 
neous clients to these databases, e.g., thus permitting the 
production engine to access the databases for purposes of 
Workflow execution while, at the same time, permitting the 
applications 12-16 to acceSS respective ones of those data 
bases to carry out application-specific tasks (e.g., in 
response to notifications from the production engine). 
0091 FIG. 1C depicts an architecture of the system 10 
according to one practice of the invention. To facilitate 
review of the drawing, like element designations are used in 
FIGS. 1A-1C to indicate like components. A client applica 
tion further to those described above as element 12-16 is 
identified by the designations 16a, 16b, reflecting the utility 
of the system 10 with a variety of applications. Here, that 
application is a Statistical process control package, SPC Pro, 
available from the assignee hereof, though, it will be appre 
ciated that other applications, regardless of whether for 
Statistical process control, can be used in addition or instead. 
ProceSS or other control equipment with which the applica 
tions 12-16 is designated as “Control System” in the draw 
Ing. 

0092 Communications between the elements and com 
ponents of FIG. 1C may be effected in an conventional 
manner known in the art, including, but not limited to 
ActiveX, MicrosoftTM COM (component object model), 
COM+, DCOM, OLE, JAVA, OpenDOC, Netscape Live 
Connect. In the embodiment represented in FIG. 1C, spe 
cific Such communications mechanisms are identified in the 
lines connecting Several of the elements and components. 
Thus, for example, COM is used for communications 
between the event manager 18a and the runtime clients 18e, 
18f, as well as between the event manager 18a and a 
configuration manager 18g. OLE is used, by way of further 
example, between the inTrack application 12a and each of 
the configuration manager 18g and the event manager 18a. 

0093. In the illustrated embodiment, further communica 
tions mechanisms are used as well. Thus, a communications 
protocol and, more particularly, and applications program 
interface (API) defined under the inTouch External Database 
Access (IDEA) Software package commercially available 
from the assignee, is used to Support communications with 
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the inTouch application (which as noted above serves, e.g., 
as the tag database 18b" server). Any other mechanism, 
commercially available, proprietary or otherwise, Support 
ing Such access and, more generally, providing communi 
cations coupling among and between the elements may be 
used in addition or instead. 

0094. Likewise, the protocol (and API) known as Suit 
eLinkTM available in input/output servers commercially 
available from the assignee is used to Support communica 
tions between applications available from the assignee (e.g., 
inTouch, in SQL, and inTrack) and the devices of the control 
system. Those servers are identified collectively in the 
drawing as an “IO Server.” Again, any other mechanism, 
commercially available, proprietary or otherwise, Server 
based or otherwise, Supporting Such acceSS and, more gen 
erally, providing communications coupling with the control 
System may be used in addition or instead. These same or 
other communications mechanisms can also be used to 
provide communications coupling between the control Sys 
tem and the real time clients 18e, 18f 
0.095 Production Engine 
0096) Overview 
0097. The production engine 18 includes two compo 
nents, a configuration client and an interpreter, to enable the 
user to enter data into a Single point. The configuration 
client, which comprises the configuration database 18b and 
editor 18c, allows the user to configure a proceSS data item 
(PDI). Each Such data item represents a tag and particularly, 
in the illustrated embodiment, a tag from the InTouch 
application, e.g., 12. The data item may also represent a tag 
from the InSQL application if any of the historization 
attributes are selected. Of course, those skilled in the art will 
appreciate that the data items may represent tags from other 
application instead or in addition. Once the tag is configured 
and Saved, the aforementioned interpreter is executed which 
transferS the appropriate attributes to the InTouch tag data 
base 12b and InSQL database 14b. 

0098. The configuration client permits security groups, 
users and associated passwords to be created. Once the user 
information is Saved, execution of the interpreter transfers 
the Security information to the InTrack application 12. 
0099. The configuration client provides a mechanism for 
defining an object called a collection plan. The basis of the 
collection plan is a data collection from one of the applica 
tions 12-16, here, the InTrack application 12. When the user 
Saves the collection plan and runs the interpreter, an auto 
mation Server is used to create the data collection. Machine 
and location attributes are available on a collection plan and 
other objects within production engine. If these attributes are 
Specified they are created within the underlying application, 
here, InTrack, after running the interpreter. The following 
default items are created in that application from the inter 
preter: Default machine types PE Machine and PE Line. 
0100. In a typical implementation of one of the applica 
tions 12-16 (and particularly, for example, the InTrack 
application 12), a client application is developed for a shop 
floor operator. The client application varies but characteris 
tically takes input from the user or gathers information from 
a control System. These values are used in calls to the 
automation Server or any automation Server of another 
application. The production engine utilizes a set of prede 
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termined actions that encapsulate Some of the common 
transactions. The user operates the configuration client (e.g., 
database 18b and editor 18c) to create instances of these 
actions to map control System values via PDIS to the action's 
parameters. Execution of the actions as part of a workflow 
replaces the capability provided by the custom Scripting or 
custom applications. 
0101. A client of the production engine provides on 
demand graphical reports and basic input mechanisms. The 
client can contain a Screen to allow user input into collection 
plans. Collection plans can be executed on demand or appear 
to the user by request of engine. A Series of reports are also 
available via buttons on the Screen. 

0102) Extended Actions 
0103) To understand how automation of manufacturing 
processes involving the interaction of people, equipment, 
applications, time and external hardware events is facilitated 
by the production engine 18, it will be appreciated that 
actions used in the production engine can literally be calls to 
a limitleSS range of Software. Tasks required of the applica 
tions 12-16 are wrapped in COM wrappers, which conforms 
to a defined interface. The simple COM wrapper conforming 
to a pre-defined interface enables the configuration client to 
detect the wrapper's presence on the machine. Once detected 
the user can create instances of that action for execution in 
a workflow. The fact that the user can map the new action's 
parameters to workflow context variables or control System 
1/O points (PDIs) facilitates interaction of production engine 
actions and applications 12-16. 
0104 For example, to execute actions of a new applica 
tion, the programmer can wrap that application's APIs in a 
component with the extended action interface. Once Selected 
from the configuration client and configured, interpreted, 
and also installed on the application Server, it is available for 
execution by the engine and thus can utilize information 
from previous actions via parameters the same way internal 
production engine actions use the variables. 
0105. This ability to add programmatic interaction 
between any application 12-16 (or external Software or 
hardware) relies on use of one of two interface methods: 

0106 GetArguments(out BSTR InputArgsXml 
Spec, out BSTR OutputArgsXmlSpec) 

0107 GetArguments(...) is a method that, when 
implemented by the action provider, provides an 
XML String that contain elements with a name 
attribute (the name of the argument), a data-type 
attribute (MSXML data types) and a value for the 
element (which is set to an unused value in this 
Situation). One of these Strings defines the neces 
Sary input argument list while the other describes 
the output argument list, which will be generated. 
These arguments define the argument lists of the 
Execute(. . . ) method. 

0108) Execute(in BSTR InputArgsXmlCollection, 
out BSTR OutputArgsXmlCollection) 

0109) The Execute(. . . ) method requires two 
parameters: the input argument list and the output 
argument list. These argument lists are XML 
Strings as described above and contain the values 
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appropriate for the method call and the return from 
the method call, respectively. 

0110. The workflow editor 18c' allows greater control of 
task definition and interaction. If operator input is required 
for an action, a prompt message can be added into the 
Workflow and automatically Sent to the designated operator 
to retrieve the input. Once the operator enters the input it is 
returned to the engine. That information is available for use 
in Subsequent actions of the same workflow via workflow 
context variables. 

0111 Instances of actions created in the production 
engine's configuration client, which use PDIS as parameters, 
implement the interaction with the control System. Through 
the use of workflow variables described previously, it allows 
the activities of the equipment to be intertwined with the 
activities of the user. 

0112 The production engine 18 provides a user interface 
that allows the operator to Select a particular instance of a 
Workflow and Visually See the action currently being per 
formed. It also gives information about the Status of the 
Workflow. The operator has the option to do Such things as: 

0113) Enable or disable a workflow-allows the 
workflow to be removed from the runtime system if 
disabled or added to the runtime system when 
enabled. 

0114 Pause/continue the workflow if a workflow 
is running the operator can choose to pause after the 
completion of the current action. 

0115 A further understanding of the relationship between 
control applications 12-16 and workflow extended actions 
may be attained by reference to the following discussion of 
the automated generation of an extended action for e-mail 
ing. Sample code is provided within comments in each of the 
methods shown. 

0116. In the discussion that follows, “activity” refers to 
an atomic unit of work. An activity is the Smallest unit of 
work in a workflow that can exist either alone or in com 
bination. For our purposes the combination of activities 
creates a workflow. This single unit of work is referred to 
elsewhere herein as an “action'. "Extended Action” refers to 
a component, conforming to an aforementioned COM inter 
face containing one or more activities. These activities are 
displayed in the Workflow Editor for use in a workflow. 
0117. After an interface is named and specific actions 
asSociated with it are identified, a class is created. The newly 
created class can be opened in an applications development 
tool (here, Visual Studio C++) and the interface (here, 
IExtended Action) expanded, as presented, by way of non 
limiting example, in FIG. 24. 
0118. The sample code shows parameters being created 
for Sending an Email: 

Ims Util::IEAParametersPtreaparams; 
hr = eaparams. CreateInstance ( uuidofCImsUtil::EAParameters)); 
if (SUCCEEDED(hr) 

If the exception handling is new. Errors must be propagated to the 
engine in a particular format. 
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-continued 

// It is YOUR responsibility to provide proper error messages for work 
flow 
debugging. 
BEGIN EXCEPTION HANDLER() 
If Add a parameter by specifying it's name, type, direction, presence, 
description and a default value 
// this first parameter is the NEW map parameter type 
eaparams->InsertCollection(L'ToList, Ims Utill:eln, ImsUtill:eRequired, 
LRecipient list, O); 
eaparams->Insert(LFrom', ImsUtill:eString, ImsUtill:eln, Ims Util: 
eRequired, LSender, L'); 
eaparams->Insert (LSubject, ImsUtill:eString, ImsUtill:eln, ImsUtil: 
eRequired, LMessage Subject, L'); 
eaparams->Insert (LMessage, Ims Utill:eString, ImsUtill:eln, ImsUtil: 
eOptional, LMessage, L’”); 
eaparams->Insert (LStatus, ImsUtill:eString, ImsUtill:eOut, Ims Util: 
eOptional, LMessage sent status, L'); 
ff again this is the end of the error handler for this section of code 
END EXCEPTION HANDLER(EXCEPTION COM, 1009, L'Error 
inserting parameters into EAParameters component.) 
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-continued 

// Place this xml definition of the parameters to the Execute method in the 
return BSTR* parameter 
BEGIN EXCEPTION HANDLER() 

eaparams->PersistToXML(Param Info); 
END EXCEPTION HANDLER(EXCEPTION COM, 1003, L'Error 
de-materializing parameters from EAParameters component.) 

else 

THROW EXCEPTION(EXCEPTION COM, 1004, L'Error creating 
instance of EAParameters component.) 
END EXCEPTION HANDLER(EXCEPTION COM, 1004, L'Error 

creating instance of EAParameters component.') 

0119) Each of the parameters (input and output) can be 
decoded from the converted XML string: 

If declare autoptrs to the input and output parameter containers 
ImsUtil::IEAParametersPtr inparams; 
ImsUtil::IEAParametersPtr outparams; 
ff declare return values for Createnstance 
HRESULT inphr: 
HRESULT outhr; 
// declare a CComVariant to hold the value of a parameter 
CComVariant v; 
// Create parameter container objects 

inphr = inparams. CreateInstance ( uuidofCImsUtil::EAParameters)); 
Outhr = outparams. CreateInstance ( uuidof Ims Util::EAParameters)); 
// New error handling 

BEGIN EXCEPTION HANDLER() 
if (SUCCEEDED(inphr) && SUCCEEDED(outhr)) 

BEGIN EXCEPTION HANDLER() 
// Load the inparams container from the input parameters BSTR 
passed to Execute 

inparams->InsertFromXML(InParams); 
END EXCEPTION HANDLER(EXCEPTION COM, 1005, 

L'Error materializing EAParameters component from input parameters.) 
II*-++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

-------------------------------------- 

If USED FOR EMAILEXTENDED ACTION SAMPLE 
If 
If The following code shows how to use the In Params and 

Outparams in the 

If execution of an Extended Action. Modify to fit your 
parameter requirements. 

BEGIN EXCEPTION HANDLER() 
f/Create the Message to send 
CDO::IMessagePtriMsg( uuidofCDO::Message)); 

// Next Load the Flds object with the values of the parameters in 
inpa aS 

BEGIN EXCEPTION HANDLER() 
std::WOstringstream oss; 
int numitems = 0; 
BSTR name = 0; 
ImsUtil::DataType dt; 
CDO::Fields.Ptr Flds: 

Flds = iMsg->Fields; 

uuidofCImsUtil: 

BEGIN EXCEPTION HANDLER() 
if (inparams->Find (L'ToList, &v)) 
{ 

ImsUtil::IEAMapParameterPtr tollist; 
if (SUCCEEDED(tolist.CreateInstance ( 

:EAMapParameter)))) 
{ 

v.ChangeType(VT BSTR): 
// add the elements of the to list to the xml string 
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-continued 

holding the recipients 
tolist->InsertFromXML(v.bstrVal); 
while (tolist->FindByIndex(numitems++, &name, 

&dt, &v)) 
{ 

v.ChangeType(VT BSTR): 
if (numitems > 1) 

oss << L: << std::endl: 
oss << v.bstrVal << std::endl: 

if (name) 
::SysFreeString(name); 

else 
throw ExceptionMessage(o, EXCEPTION 

COM, 1008, L'Error creating instance of 
EAMapParameter component.'); 

END EXCEPTION HANDLER(EXCEPTION COM, 1008, 
L'Error creating instance 
of EAMapParameter 
component.) 

ff assign the xml string to the map parameter field 
Flds->ItemIcdoTo->Value = CComVariant(oss.str().c str()); 

if (inparams->Find(LFrom', &v)) 
Flds->ItemcdoFrom->Value = v; 

if (inparams->Find(LSubject, &v)) 
Flds->ItemIcdoSubject->Value = v; 

else 
Flds->ItemIcdoSubject->Value = variant tL"); 

oss.str(L"); 
numitems = 0; 
if (inparams->Find(LMessage, &v)) 
{ 

v.ChangeType(VT BSTR): 
oss << v.bstrVal << std::endl: 

BEGIN EXCEPTION HANDLER() 
if (inparams->Find(LMsgList, &v)) 
{ 

ImsUtil::IEAMapParameterPtr msglist; 
if (SUCCEEDED(msglist.CreateInstance ( 

uuidofCImsUtil::EAMapParameter)))) 
{ 

v.ChangeType(VT BSTR): 
msglist->InsertFromXML(v.bstrVal); 
while (msglist->FindByIndex(numitems++, &name, 

&dt, &v)) 
{ 

v.ChangeType(VT BSTR): 
oss << (wchar t)name << L: “ << v.bstrVal << 

std::endl; 

if (name) 
::SysFreeString(name); 

else 
throw ExceptionMessage(o, EXCEPTION 

COM, 1008, L'Error creating instance of 
EAMapParameter component.'); 

END EXCEPTION HANDLER(EXCEPTION COM, 1008, 
L'Error creating instance 
of EAMapParameter 
component.') 

Flds->ItemIcdoTextDescription->Value = 
CComVariant(Oss.str ).c str()); 

Flds->Update(); 
END EXCEPTION HANDLER(EXCEPTION EXT ERROR, 

1010, L’Error configuring 
email message.”) 

If send the email message 
iMsg->Send(); 

END EXCEPTION HANDLER(EXCEPTION EXT ERROR, 
1011, LError sending email 
message.) 
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0.143 Export Utility-export a comma separated 
file with 

0144 Standard Message Structure 

0145. In the illustrated embodiment, messages sent are 
Sent to and from the production engine 18 and, more 
particularly, the event manager 18a via the Microsoft Mes 
Sage Queue, though other messaging Systems may be used 
in addition or instead. The message fields may change 
content according to the intended message queue. The 
current message Structure for communication trigger mes 
Sages is as follows, though other message Structures can be 
used instead or in addition. 

0146 Label-Trigger Name 

0147 AppSpecific-Message Type as described 
below: 

typedef enum cmdMsgType 
{ 

If EventMgr & RTC MSG Types 
Notify = 0, 
CollectionPlan, 
ProductionEvent, 
Trigger, 
ExpressionResult, 
EventMgr Admin MSG Types 
Shutdown = 50, 
TraceLevel, 

| Product Restart MSG Types 
StartAll = 100, 
Stop All, 
StartComplete, 
StartError, 
StopComplete, 
StopError, 
UpdateStatus, 
SPCProductRestart, 
SPCProductChangeOver, 
Error, 
SystemMonitor Msg = 500 

eCmdMsgType; 

0148 Body-Workflow Context Variables-These 
variables are Stored as an XML message of name 
value pairs. 

014.9 The parts of the message described above (Label, 
AppSpecific, Body) are the actual names of the parts of 
Microsoft's Message object. 
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0150 Message to the runtime clients having the follow 
ing format: 

0151. AppSpecific-Message Type as described 
below: 

typedef enum cmdMsgType 
{ 

If EventMgr & RTC MSG Types 
Notify = 0, 
CollectionPlan, 
ProductionEvent, 
Trigger, 
ExpressionResult, 
UIMessage, 
EventMgr Admin MSG Types 
Shutdown = 50, 
TraceLevel, 

| Product Restart MSG Types 
StartAll = 100, 
Stop All, 
StartComplete, 
StartError, 
StopComplete, 
StopError, 
UpdateStatus, 
SPCProductRestart, 
SPCProductChangeOver, 
Error, 
SystemMonitor Msg = 500 

eCmdMsgType; 

f 

0152 Label-A bitwise representation of worksta 
tions. Bit position 1 indicates that workstation #1 can 
receive the queue message, Bit position 2 incidates 
that i2 can receive the queue message. This mecha 
nism allows a Single message to be sent to a work 
Station group and have only one WorkStation actually 
respond to the message. 

0153. Body–Workflow Context Variables-These 
variables are Stored as an XML message of name 
value pairs. 

0154 IMS Message Toolkit 
O155 The XML messages used in production engine 18 
and, more particularly, the event manager 18a of the illus 
trated embodiment all have a common piece-a name and 
value. A Series of class Structures is available for use by other 
C++ components. This class Structure not only exposes the 
methods required to traverse and extract the pieces of 
information but also the ability to persist them to a database 
for backup. 

interface IIMSKeyValueMap : Dispatch 

id(1), helpstring("Add key/value pair to map container.”) 
HRESULT Insert (in BSTR keyname, in VARIANT value); 
id(2), helpstring("Find value of given key in map container.”) 
HRESULT Find(in BSTR keyname, out VARIANT *value, out, retval 
BOOL *found); 
id(3), helpstring("Find value of given index in map container.”) 
HRESULT FindByIndex(in unsigned int index, out BSTR keyname, out 
VARIANT *value, out, retval BOOL *found); 
id(4), helpstring(“Count of the number of key/value pairs in the map 
container') 
HRESULT Count(out, retval unsigned int *count); 
id(5), helpstring("Erase key/value pair associated with key from the map 
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container.”) 
HRESULT Erase(in BSTR keyname, out, retval BOOL *found); 
id(6), helpstring(“Clear all key/value pairs from the map container.”) 
HRESULT Clear(out, retval unsigned int *count); 
id(7), helpstring(“Stream the map contents to XML.') 
HRESULT PersistToXMLCIOut BSTR xml); 
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id(8), helpstring(“Write the contents to a table in the DB with the key and 
value as separate columns.) 
HRESULT PersistToDB(in BSTR connectionstring, in BSTR tablename, 
in BSTR keycolumn, in BSTR valuecolumn); 
id(9), helpstring(“Insert the key/value pairs from XML into the map 
container.”) 
HRESULT InsertFromXML(in BSTR xml); 
id(10), helpstring(“Insert the key/value pairs read from the DB into the map 
container.”) 
HRESULT InsertFromDB(in BSTR connectionstring, in BSTR tablename, 
in BSTR keycolumn, in BSTR valuecolumn); 
propget, id(11), helpstring("Stream the map contents to XML) 
HRESULT XML(Iout, retval BSTR *pVal); 
p 
map container.”) 
HRESULT XML(in BSTR newVal); 

0156) 
O157 Applications 12-16 transmit trigger and context 
information to the production engine and, more particularly, 
the event manager 18a via a workflow activation message 
component. In the illustrated embodiment, this activation 
component has a single method as defined below: 

IMS Trigger Toolkit 

interface IWFActivationMsg: IDispatch 
{ 

id(1), helpstring("Fire a trigger in Production Engine that will start a 
workflow using the context provided.) 
HRESULT FireTrigger(in BSTR TriggerName, in IDispatch 
*Context, out BSTR Status Msg, out, retval VARIANT BOOL 
*Status); 

0158 Data Base Servers 
0159. In the illustrated embodiment, the configuration 
database 18b' contains all data required for the workflow 
editor, interpreter, configuration client, production engine. 
Likewise, the production Support database 18b" contains all 
data required for the production engine and runtime clients. 
Additional tables added to this schema include: 

0160 AppserverConfiguration-Contains message 
queue path names for all Single occurrence queues 
Such as: the message queue Server (node where the 
message queues for the engine were Selected to 
reside), Common client queue, expression evaluation 
queue, event manager administration queue, Sched 
uled events queue. 

0.161 GenSampleID-table used to provide unique 
Sample ids for data collection. 

0162 Local Queue Info-Contains the message 
queue path name for each node, node types and 
computer names for all the nodes in the System 

0163 InworkStored-table used by runtime clients 
to persist collection plan updates (a user can return to 
their data collection at a later time). 

opput, id(11), helpstring(“Insert the key/value pairs from XML into the 

0.164 Monitors-a list of the monitoring applica 
tions installed on the node type. 

0.165 Scheduled Event Module (ScheduledEventsXP) 
0166 In the illustrated embodiment, this is an extended 
stored procedure dll containing calls to the Microsoft Mes 
Sage Queue api to place a message onto the private 
em. Schedule q message queue. The dll accepts a trigger 
name from a Stored procedure. The trigger name is placed in 
the label of the message. 

0167) 
01.68 Event Manager 18a: The event manager service 
reads trigger information from the production Support data 
base 18b". Triggers have the option to be scheduled. When 
a trigger is Scheduled for a particular time or time interval, 
event manager uses the SQL demonstration application to 
create jobs in SQL Server. Each job is created to call the 
extended Stored procedure with the appropriate trigger 
name. Event manager uses SQL Server's Scheduler event 
mechanism to fire these trigger events. 

Interaction with Other Components 

0169. An Event manager thread constantly monitors the 
em. Schedule q for trigger messages from the database 
SCWC. 

0170 Application Server Detail 
0171 Security Manager Service 
0172 In the illustrated embodiment, the Security Man 
ager is a Windows DCOM server service used for security 
checks of Production Engine clients. The users and their 
access rights are defined in the Configuration Client data 
base 18b. 

0173 There are two different interfaces for the Security 
Manager. The ISecurityConfig interface is for accessing 
configuration data and the ISecurityRuntime interface is for 
accessing runtime or production data. The Logon method is 
used to validate and provide access to the user in the 
respective mode (config or runtime or both). A Zero result 
from the logon method means that there was an error, 
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otherwise a handle is returned that is used to grant/deny 
access. The Request Access method is called with the 
returned handle and the requested access (ConfigRead=1, 
ConfigReadWrite=2, ManualData.Collection=4, Manual 
DataSupercede=8, Production Actions=16). The return 
value of the RequestAccess function is True for acceSS 
granted and False for acceSS denied. To log off the user, the 
Logoff method is called. 
0.174. The clients of the security manager service are the 
runtime clients 18e, 18f and configuration client (e.g., data 
base 18b and editor 18c). 
0175) Event Manager Structure 
0176). In the illustrated embodiment, the event manager 
18a functionality is separated into eight different categories: 
Startup, Shutdown, abstraction client call-back, Scheduled 
event monitoring, action event monitoring, administration 
event monitoring, client response monitoring, and expres 
Sion evaluation monitoring. 
0177 Startup 
0178. During the startup, event manager performs several 
operations. 

0179 Registry settings are loaded 

0180 Event Objects are created to detect proper 
shutdown of all event manager threads. 

0181 Local queue table is populated with the mes 
Sage queue path name for each node, node types and 
computer names for all the nodes in the System. 
Node names and types are Stored in the configuration 
database. 

0.182) AppServerConfig table is populated with mes 
Sage queue path names for all single occurrence 
queues Such as: the message queue Server (node 
where the message queues for the engine were 
Selected to reside), Common client queue, expres 
Sion evaluation queue, event manager administration 
queue, and Scheduled events queue. This information 
is pulled from the registry on the application Server. 

0183 Message queues are created for transfer of all 
information. 

0.184 Scheduled jobs are created on the database 
Server for each trigger requiring initiation by a timed 
eVent 

0185 All Triggers, Workflows and Workflow 
Actions are loaded into Event Manager memory into 
Standard template library (STL) maps. Action details 
are also loaded to enable quick execution of actions 
when an event occurs. 

0186. A connection is made to the tag server for 
ongoing retrieval of I/O information Four threads are 
Spawned in event manager to monitor four Separate 
incoming message queues. 

0187 Shutdown 
0188 An event object is created to request the four 
Spawned threads to shutdown. Once shutdown is complete 
all allocated memory is deallocated. 
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0189 Abstraction Client Callback 
0190. A callback method is used to receive data change 
and alarm events from InTouch. This call back routine first 
examines additional conditions (possibly expressions) to 
determine whether the trigger should be inhibited. If there 
are no additional conditions or the conditions return true 
then a message is placed on the em internal q for detection 
by the action event monitoring thread. 
0191) Schedule Event Monitoring 
0.192 A thread is spawned in event manager to watch the 
Schedule event queue. When a message comes in it is 
immediately sent to the em internal q (action event moni 
toring). This thread was created for later expansion to allow 
conditions to be considered before accepting the timed 
eVent. 

0193 Action Event Monitoring 
0.194. A thread is spawned in event manager to respond to 
incoming triggers. A trigger arrives either by a data change 
or alarm event from InTouch or from a scheduled event. 
Once the thread detects a message on the em internal q it is 
examined to determine what workflow should be executed. 
The workflow execution is completed by calling the execute 
method on an action Trigger object. The object resides in a 
Standard template library (STL) name-value pair (name 
trigger name, value-action Trigger object). Currently the 
actionTrigger. Execute method traverses an STL vector, con 
taining action object instances, calling each action's execute 
method. Each action object is derived from a base action 
class allowing this traversal to occur Seamlessly. The fol 
lowing actions are provided: Stored procedures, expressions, 
production actions and collection plans. 
0195 Stored Procedures 
0196) Stored Procedure actions use ActiveX data objects 
(ADO) to pass parameters to a stored procedure for execu 
tion. If a Stored procedure contains output parameters these 
parameters are written back out to the PDI values. This in 
turn writes them back to the I/O Source using the abstraction 
client, if the PDI is not a workflow context variable. 
0197) Expressions 
0198 Expression actions use purchased source code for 
evaluating complex expressions. Parameters are passed to 
the GEO dll for evaluation. The result of the expression is 
written back to the PDI. Again this is written to the I/O 
Source using the abstraction client if the PDI is not a 
workflow context variable. 

0199 Production Actions 
0200 Production actions are a series of transactions, 
here, transactions defined in the InTrack application 12a. 
Each action performs the operations necessary to Setup the 
InTrack objects in order to execute the InTrack transactions 
of (create, start, consume, complete, close, move, and 
adjust). Parameters from the I/O source or workflow context 
variables are used to provide the necessary information to 
the transaction. In cases where data is returned from the 
transaction the I/O Source or workflow context variable is 
Stored. 

0201 Collection Plans 
0202) In the illustrated embodiment, Collection Plan 
actions represent an InTrack data collection action. Addi 
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ming-like iconography. Thus, for example, decisions can be 
represented diamond- (or other-) shaped nodes that connect 
to different respective action nodes. Conditional branches 
can be likewise represented. Parallel workflows can be 
represented, for example, by two or more linear Segments 
(each, for example, including a respective set of one or more 
action nodes) disposed side-by-side or otherwise. Prefer 
ably, modeling of decisions is limited to a controlled mecha 
nism to form workflows. The editor also supports condi 
tional branches, where the expressions are more complex 
and result in multiple results. Such as you would see in a 
programming case Statement. 
0220. In the illustrated embodiment, underlying the 
Workflow WorkSpace is a hidden grid. This forces alignment 
of actions into grid locations to allow for a uniformed look 
to the workflow. The user is allowed to drop an action next 
to a decision to allow for connection from the main branch 
of the workflow. The user can connect decision actions to 
other actions and can Supply the expected results of the 
decision action. The results for each branch of the decision 
determine the direction of the flow. The workflow editor 
Stores the ordering of the action information along with a 
Series of choices of next actions. In the case of actions, 
which are not decisions, there is only one possible next 
action. In the case of decision actions, there are two choices 
based on a result. Expression functionality executes these 
decisions. 

0221) Drawing and manipulation of graphical objects in 
the illustrated embodiment is implemented using the com 
mercially available GO--+ add-on to the Microsoft Founda 
tion Classes (MFC), though other graphical object manipu 
lation tools, whether or not based on MFC, may be used in 
addition or instead. The editor of the illustrated embodiment 
also uses a COM-based data access object mechanism 
referred to as OLEDB calls to read configuration data from 
the configuration database 18b', though other methods of 
database connectivity or access can be used. Following 
completion of a graphical model, the user can Save that 
information back to the configuration database. Once the 
interpreter 18d is run the data is transferred to the production 
Support database 18b", where it is read at event manager 
restart to recognize the new workflows. 
0222. With further attention to details of implementation 
of the illustrated embodiment, the MFC Document/View 
Architecture is used for both the workflow components pane 
and the graphical editor views, as discussed below. 
0223 Workflow Components Pane 
0224 CTreeView that is used to hold information about 
each node the Workflow Editor Supports. Each tree item has 
a class associated with it (Workflow, Trigger, and Action). 
For each of these classes a collection (C++ vector) has been 
defined to contain them. A WFComponents class is been 
defined that includes each one of these collections (Work 
flow, Trigger, and Action) as member variables. 
0225 Referring to FIG. 22, only one WFComponents 
object is instantiated when the Workflow Editor runs. The 
Workflow, Trigger, and Action classes are used to instantiate 
objects that have their data members populated by loading 
from the tables defined in the MS SQL Server database. 

0226. The WFComponents data members include: Work 
flow, which uses a combination of tables (Workflow, Work 
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flow Activity, Activity, Activity Action, Actions, TriggerAc 
tions, and TriggerObject); Trigger, which uses the 
TriggerObject table, and Action, which uses the Action 
table. The WFComponents class also includes methods that 
support the following (vectors refer to Workflow, Trigger, 
and Action collections): 

0227 Clear() clears all vectors 

0228 Load()-loads all vectors with the appropri 
ate data from the MS SQL Server database. 

0229 Reload() issues a Clear() and Load( ), 
described above. 

0230 SaveWorkflows()-support for saving vector 
data to the MS SQL Server database. 

0231 Graphical Editor Pane 

0232 CWFEditorView derived from CGoGridView is 
used to Support all of the graphical operations the Workflow 
Editor uses. The nodes that are currently Supported are: 
WFNode, which is derived from CGo Area (GO++). Used as 
the base class for all Workflow Editor nodes; WFStartNode 
which is derived from WFNode; WFTriggerNode which is 
derived from WFNode; WFActionnode which is derived 
from WFNode; and WFStopNode which is derived from 
WFNode 

0233 CWFEditorDoc is derived from CGoDocument 
and is used to Support all necessary document functionality 
that is used for the Workflow Editor. Workflows are stored 
in a MS SOL Server v7.0 database. FIG.22 shows the tables 
used in the database of the illustrated embodiment and the 
relationship between them. 

0234 Workflow Context 

0235 Workflow Context permits a set of associated 
events to work on a set of data that is particular to them, 
much like a program uses a local variable Set inside a 
function. Using this metaphor, a workflow is like a function 
and the set of actions within that workflow is like the 
instructions within the function. Actions are permitted to 
operate upon the Workflow Context much like the instruc 
tions of the function operate upon the function's local 
variable set. 

0236. In the illustrated embodiment, every workflow 
maintains a Workflow Context. This context is an associa 
tion of variable name with variable type/value. The Work 
flow Context can be initialized upon instantiation of the 
workflow through a Workflow Activation Message. The 
Workflow Activation Message contains a Workflow Context 
which is a proper subset of the instance of the workflow. 
Upon instantiation of the workflow, the Workflow Context 
from the Workflow Activation Message is assumed by the 
workflow’s Workflow Context. As the workflow executes, 
actions within the workflow operate upon the Workflow 
Context by getting and/or Setting the values associated with 
the name of the entry in the Workflow Context with which 
they are interested. Actions are able to increase the work 
flows context by Setting values that are not currently part of 
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the Workflow Context. These entries are then available to the 
action from that point on as well as being accessible to 
Subsequent actions in the workflow. 
0237) The entries within a Workflow Context are manipu 
lated, in the illustrated embodiment, by the Same Subsystem 
that manipulates tags associated with physical I/O. This 
Subsystem determines the type of item upon which infor 
mation is requested. If it is a tag, the Subsystem interfaces 
with the I/O subsystem. If it is part of a Workflow Context, 
the Subsystem either gets or Sets the value within the 
Workflow Context, as requested. 

0238 Workflow Context Variables 
0239). In the illustrated embodiment, workflow variables 
are implemented as parameters to an event-generated trig 
ger. The trigger is signaled via a message (with its label set 
to the trigger name) on Event Managers internal queue. See 
FIG. 25, step 2502. This is how event-generated triggers 
also occur in the illustrated embodiment. The difference with 
a workflow trigger is that the workflow context variables are 
Specified in the message body as an XML String representing 
the context in a name/value-pair collection (the workflow 
context). 
0240. In response to the message, the Event Manager 
Searches for an action-trigger object (loaded by EM on 
Startup) by the name specified in the message label. See Step 
2504. Once found, EM calls this action-trigger's execute 
method. See step 2506. The workflow context XML string is 
passed to this method. The action-trigger's Execute method 
creates a C++ standard template library (STL) map filled 
with the associations from the XML String passed as an 
argument. See step 2508. This map now has the name/value 
pairs collection, or workflow context, in the form of a String 
for the name and a CComVariant as the value for each pair. 
0241 The action-trigger, next, loops over all the actions 
that were bound to it, passing the workflow context map to 
each one. See step 2510. Each action implements an Execute 
method which takes a reference to this workflow context 
map. As described in the section that follow, all workflow 
variables of the illustrated embodiment are implemented in 
the configuration system as PDIs. These special PDIs have 
a prefix of wf . As the actions execute, the CPDIRead and 
CPDIWrite objects are called to get or set the values of PDIs. 
These objects are instantiated within the action they are 
needed and passed a pointer to the workflow context map, 
which was also passed into the action. When the CPDIRead 
or CPDIWrite objects are asked to provide the value of a 
Workflow variable, instead of going to the tag System, the 
Workflow context map is accessed or modified. 
0242. As the actions are executed, the workflow context 
map is accessed and modified. See step 2512. The modifi 
cations are carried from action to action. In this way, 
Subsequent actions have access to values in the workflow 
context map Set by Some previous action. Actions are 
configured to access either workflow context variables or 
PDIs. To the action, there is no difference: the CPDIRead 
and CPDIWrite objects handle the details. Expression evalu 
ation actions are configured to set the value of a PDI based 
on the value(s) of workflow context variable(s). These 
actions may be configured with a mix of workflow variables 
and non-workflow PDIs, on the right side of the expression 
and either type on the left. 
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0243 Workflow Variables 
0244. In the illustrated embodiment, workflow variables 
are implemented as parameters of a trigger and can be 
accessed via the Workflow Variables tab of the correspond 
ing trigger object in the configuration editor 18c, See, for 
example, FIG. 26. Code for implementing this can be based 
on that used for action manipulation, e.g., the template 
functionality (modify, delete, insert, append), the transaction 
functionality (save, restore, modify) and the variable 
manipulation functionality (variable up/down). One differ 
ence is the addition of a separate workflow variable cache. 
Variables are created as a PDI, however they are not stored 
in the respective PDI tables. Rather, referring to FIG. 27, 
they are written to a PDI object table 2702. An additional 
table-workflow context table 2704-serves as a reference 
linking triggers, in the trigger object table 2706, with 
specific associated variables in table 2702, as shown in the 
drawing. 

0245 Variables are initially written to the database and 
Stored in a temporary State until either a Save is called or they 
are deleted (or the application is closed). This allows for 
restoration of a template that was changed but not saved with 
the trigger. The following flags are used for this function: 

Save Data Flag Condition 

O Added but not saved with trigger 
1. Added and saved with trigger 
2 Delete but not saved 

0246. In the illustrated embodiment, all workflow vari 
ables are created with a prefix of “wf and appear in all 
drop-down PDI selectors upon creation. After a workflow 
variable is created and associated with a trigger, it can be 
used by a different trigger but it's data type cannot be 
changed due to database referential integrity. 

0247 Association of Workflows and Order/Lot IDs 
0248 FIG. 23 illustrates how orders and lot IDs from 
ERP or other external systems are associated with workflows 
created in the Workflow Editor. One such external system is 
illustrated here as element 2310; further such systems (not 
shown) can be provided, as well. 
0249. A work scheduler 2320 associates orders numbers 
from the external system 2310 with lot IDs maintained by 
the aforementioned InTrack application. In a particular 
example shown in the drawing, Order 1239 from the exter 
nal system 2310 is shown associated with Lot ID “Purple 
Widget", Workflow “Widget Workflow”, Machine Group 
“Group 1”, Quantity “100” and Lines/Train “Line 1”. Fur 
ther associations, not shown in the illustration, are provided 
for Orders 1234-1237 and 1240-1242. The work Scheduler 
2320 can be an editor, e.g., with a graphical interface of the 
type shown in the drawing, or otherwise. It can also be a 
batch System, a Script, a macro, a program or otherwise that 
generates the indicated associations. 
0250 Regardless, a function is provided for scheduling 
the indicated order, here, Order 1239, through selection of 
the illustrated "Schedule this Work” button. Orders can, of 
course, be Scheduled in other ways, depending on the type 
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of work scheduler 2320 and the user interface, if any, 
provided thereby. When that function is exercised, the 
Specific association is stored in a table (not shown) in the 
production database 18b". 

0251 Within at least selected real-time clients 18e, 18f, 
an ActiveX control reads “work” information directly from 
the aforementioned table for display to the operator via the 
corresponding WorkStation. A display of the type generated 
by that control is indicated by element 2330 in the drawing. 
Here, that display shows that, as of 10:58 AM, on 03/05/02, 
work available for the applicable real-time clients workSta 
tion includes “Use Lot 992 to Create 100 Widgets.” Other 
work available for that workstation includes use of Lot 123 
to create 9 red widgets, processing of Bin 5 of blue widgets, 
and use of Lot 342 to create 25 widgets. In alternate 
embodiments, interface mechanisms other than (or in addi 
tion to) ActiveX controls are used to display information 
from the aforementioned table to the operator. In yet still 
other embodiments, ActiveX controls or other interface 
mechanisms are used to convey information from the afore 
mentioned table directly to control equipment (, e.g., other 
than operator workStations). 
0252) Regardless, a function is provided for generating a 
trigger, e.g., for indicating the Start of the Scheduled work. 
Here, that function is exercised by an “Start this Work” 
button provided on the ActiveX control. In other embodi 
ments, the function is exercised otherwise by the user or 
control equipment. When the trigger is generated, the 
ActiveX control (or other interface) directly inserts a new 
trigger record into the trigger queue (see "Internal Trigger 
Q”, FIG. 7); and other embodiments, the triggering event 
can be signaled otherwise (e.g., via messaging of the Event 
Monitoring “front and” of Event Manager 18a). The trigger 
contains not only a Standard trigger ID, but also a collection 
of context information (e.g., lot ID, workflow ID, machine 
Group, quantity, line/train, and So forth-as indicated in the 
drawing) corresponding to the data in the aforementioned 
table of the production database 18b". 
0253) In the illustrated embodiment, the workflow sched 
ule or 2320 is configured on a custom basis per project. The 
remaining functionality shown in the drawing is, acroSS all 
projects and workflow implementations. 

0254 Runtime Client Node Detail 
0255 ActiveX Controls 
0256 The runtime client consists of several activeX 
controls added into application runtimes 12a, 14a, 16. The 
runtime client 18e, 18f includes activeX controls, as 
described below, which facilitate Support communications 
coupling with the production engine and, more particularly, 
for example event manager 18a and other components of the 
system 10. Here, as elsewhere in the illustrated embodiment, 
though implemented in activeX, it will be appreciated that 
other programming constructs, containers and/or compo 
nents (whether or not based on MicrosoftTM COM (compo 
nent object model) technology or equivalents thereof, Such 
as OLE, COM+, DCOM, JAVA, OpenDOC, Netscape Live 
Connect) can be used in addition or instead. 
0257 UI Message Control 
0258 FIG. 3 illustrates an activeX control of the type 
used in a runtime client, e.g., 18e, to provide communica 
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tions coupling between that client and the production engine 
18a. AS shown in the drawing, a refresh method populates a 
user prompt list provided in the control 300 with all Message 
Queue messages labeled as User Prompts. Double clicking 
an item in that list causes the a function IUIMessageIDisplay 
to transform the message body to the UIMessage Display 
control. After editing, a successfully submitted User Prompt 
is Sent to the response queue. The file System of the digital 
data processor on which the control (and, more generally, the 
runtime client 18e) is executed maintains received queue 
messages until the message has been Successfully Submitted. 

0259 AlarmClient Control 
0260 This control depends on data from the production 
support database 18b" (also referred to as the “ProdSupport” 
database). It receives alarm arrived events from alarm Sub 
System. An alarm consumer dll interfaces to an Alarm 
Monitoring DCOM server. The Alarm monitoring DCOM 
Server polls the alarm Subsystem of an application 12-16 
(e.g., inTouch application 12a) for alarms. 
0261) PDISelector Control 
0262 This control combines data from production Sup 
port database 18b", the application databases (e.g., InSQL 
database 14b) and a runtime database. 
0263) ActiveClient Control 
0264. The control combines data from production Sup 
port database 18b" and the runtime database. It depends on 
the production engine for message queue server information 
and PDI information from production support database 
185". 

0265 QueueArrived Control 
0266 This control polls message queue for incoming 
messages. It uses product Support database to determine 
queue information. 

0267 ParetoChart Control 
0268. This control combines data from the production 
Support database 18b", the runtime database and one or more 
application databases (e.g., InSQL database 14b). The chart 
is able to provide information based on the following inputs: 
PDI information, configured collection plan information. 

0269 Trend Control 
0270. This control combines data from the production 
Support database 18b", the runtime database and one or more 
application databases (e.g., InSQL database 14b). The con 
trol has the ability to trend on the following: configured 
PDIS, configured collection plan information. 

0271) Security Dialog Control 

0272. This control interfaces to security manager service 
of application Server to validate configured users. 

0273 Data Structures 
0274 Production engine 18 and, particularly, event man 
ager 18a, are implemented utilizing objects implemented 
from classes of a structure of the type shown in FIG. 4. It 
will be appreciated that other class Structures and data types 
may be used in addition or instead. 
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0275 Populating Data Collection-User Action List 

0276 FIG. 5 depicts steps utilized in a system according 
to the invention to populate a data collection. In Step 1, a list 
is requested of user-initiatable items from production Sup 
port database 18b". In Step 2, a list of pending items is 
requested from MSMO. In step 3, the list of in-work items 
are requested from the node's local database/queue. Records 
in the MSMO and in the local storage are identical. In the 
illustrated embodiment, they have the data collection tem 

Field Name 

ActionIndex 

ActionName 

Description 

ActionType 

SecurityType 

WorkstationGroupIndex 

plate name and the InTrack recordid, e.g., “Data Collection 
Template Name “Bob’”“InTrack Record ID#1234" as 
shown in the drawing. 
0277 Action Message Life Cycle 
0278 FIG. 6 depicts an action message life cycle in a 
System according to the invention. In Step 1, the Event 
Manager creates partial record in the InTrack (or other 
application) database 12b' (via its SaveMachineSample() 
function, or another Such facility in another application). In 
Step 2, it creates a Queue message and places it in the 
outbound MSMO Queue. In step 3, a Client decides to pull 
action record from queue and work on it. The control 
performs a 'get message on the MSMO, effectively remov 
ing the message from the queue. In Step 4, the client writes 
this action record (same information) down to a local 
persistence storage mechanism (database, queue, etc.). In 
step 5, the client reads partial record from the database 12b 
and populates a data collection Screen. The client writes 
another partial record out if operator Sets this data collection 
aside to work on later. In Step 6, the client has completed all 
work on the action and has elected to "close’ the action. The 
control writes the final record to InTrack and remove the 
action from the local Storage. 
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0279 Production and Configuration Databases 

0280. In the illustrated embodiment, the tables below are 
common to the configuration and production databases 18b' 
and 18lb'. 

0281 Action 

0282. The Action table identifies Actions in the illustrated 
System. Actions may be one of Several types indicated by the 
ActionType field. 

Field Format Field Description 

Int NOT NULL (Primary Unique Index 
Key) 
Varchar(30) NOT NULL Name of Action 
(unique) 
Int NULL Points to a multi-lingual text 

description of the Action, using 
StringConversion. StringID 
Type of Action: 
1 = Collection Plan 
2 = Production Event 
3 = Process Message (Msg Port) 
4 = Expression 
5 = E-mail 
6 = SOL Statement 
Describes the type of security 
check done for operators executing 
the action (Used for Collection 
PLans and Production Events 
mainly) 
1 = Use Login UserID 
2 = Always prompt user for 
UserID/Password check (every 
transaction) 

Int NULL (Foreign key) FK to WorkstationGroup 
This group identifies which 
workstations may perform the 
Action. 

Tinyint NULL 

Int NULL 

0283 ActionEMail 
0284. This table is describes the E-Mail type of Action. 
Each E-Mail action has a record in this table. In the 
illustrated embodiment, it is mapped 1:1 with Action Where 
ActionType=5 

Field Name Field Format Field Description 

ActionIndex Int NOT NULL (PK) FK to Action table 
Intended Receiver Varchar(40) NULL e-mail name of recipient 
MessageContent Int NULL Pointer to string as 

StringConversion. String ID 

0285) ActionExpression 
0286 This table is specifically for Expression type 
Actions. 

Field Name Field Format Field Description 

ActionIndex Int NOT NULL (PK) FK to Action Table 
ActionSegment Int NOT NULL (PK) Numeric Sequence number for 

joining multiple Expressions 
together 
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-continued 

Field Name Field Format Field Description 

PDIObjectIndex Int NOT NULL (FK) FK to PDIObject table. 
Identifies the PDI that 

is the target for the 
result of the expression. 
Type of Expression: 
1 = PDI Expression 

ExpressionType Int NOT NULL 

(Expression is composed of 
PDIs and mathematical 
operators) 
2 = SQL Expression 
(Expression is a 
SQL Statement) 
The expression text 
For SQL Expression Type (2), 
this is the connection 

Expression Varchar(255) NULL 
ConnectString Varchar(120) NULL 

string to the database for 
the SQL statement. 

0287) ActionSQL 

0288 This table identifies a SQL expression to be 
executed for ActionType=6. This differs from the Expression 
type of Action in that the result of the SQL Statement is not 
used to populate a PDI value. 

Field Name Field Format Field Description 

ActionIndex Int NOT NULL (PK) FK to Action 
SOLStatement Varchar(120) NULL SOL Statement text 
ConnectString Varchar(120) NULL String used for Database 

connection 

0289 AlarmGroup 

0290 This table lists all the Alarm Groups for the illus 
trated system. This is primarily used by the InTouch Tag 
Server to group alarms into hierarchical Sets. These Sets can 
be used by the clients to filter out alarms that are not of 
concern to the operator. 
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0291 AlarmItem 

0292. This table identifies single alarms in an AlarmSet. 
Each record in this table represents a different type of alarm 
for the alarm Set. 

Field Name Field Format Field Description 

FK to Alarm Set 

Type of Alarm using InTouch 
AlarmSetIndex Int NOT NULL (PK) 

Varchar(8) NOT NULL 
(PK) naming convention: 

“HI”, “HIHI, LO, LOLO, 
ROC, Major Dev, 
MinorDev, “On, “Off 
Note: “On and “Off are for 

Discrete PDIs only. All others 
are for Numeric PDIs only 
Alarm Limit Value 

Priority 1-999 (1 is most 
important) 

AlarmType 

AlarmValue 

Alarm Priority 
Float NOT NULL 

Int NOT NULL 

0293 AlarmSet 

Field Name Field Format Field Description 

AlarmSetIndex Int NOT NULL Unique Index 
(PK) 

EstablishingStandard Int NULL FK to PDIObject table 
Identifies the Standard or 
Non-Standard PDI which 
created the Alarm Set 

DevTarget Float NULL The Deviation Target value 
used for MajorDev 
and MinorDev 
alarm types (see Alarm Item) 

ROCUnits Varchar(4) NULL Units for the Rate-Of-Change 
(ROC) alarm type (see Alarm 
Item) 

0294 ATEvent 

0295). In the illustrated embodiment, this table is 1:1 with 
the TriggerObject table for ATEvent type triggers 

Field Name Field Format Field Description 

AlarmGroupIndex Int NOT NULL (PK) Unique Index 
AlarmFinablePDI Int NULL (FK) Foreign key to PDIObject. Identifies 

a Discrete PDI which acts 

as an enable mechanism for 

alarming. If NULL, the alarm 
group is always enabled. 

AlarmGroupName Varchar(30) NOT NULL Unique name for Alarm Group 
Description Int NULL Pointer to StringID in StringConversion 

table 
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Field Name 

TriggerIndex 

PDIObjectIndex 

ComparisonType 

ComparisonValue Varchar(20) NULL 

Field Format 

Int NOT NULL 

(PK) 
Int NULL 

Int NOT NULL 

0296 ATSchedule 
0297) 

20 

Field Description 

FK to TriggerObject 

FK to PDIObject table. 
Identifies the PDI that is 
being monitored for comparison. 
Type of Comparison done 
on the PDI: 
1. == X 

> X 

7. Any Change 
8. Change By x 
9. AlarmState 
changed to X 
Formatted string for x in 
the above examples. X is a 
floating point number for 
all cases but type 9. 

In the illustrated embodiment, this table is 1:1 with 
TriggerObject for Schedule type TriggerS. 

Field Name 

TriggerIndex 
StartTime 
Minutenterval 

Hournterval 

Shiftindex 

Days 

WeeklyTriggerDay 

Month Selection 

Field Format 

Int NOT NULL (PK) 
Datetime NULL 
Tinyint NULL 

Tinyint NULL 

Int NULL 

Smallint NULL 

Tinyint NULL 

Int NULL 

Field Description 

FK to TriggerObject 
Starting time 
Period between trigger 
events in minutes 
Period between trigger 
events in hours 
FK to Shift table. Identifies 
the shift for the event. 
Period between trigger 
event in days. 
Identifies the day of the 
week for weekly trigger 
events: 

Sunday 
Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday 
Saturday 

Selects which months the 
trigger will occur (bitwise 
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-continued 

Field Name Field Format Field Description 

AND...) 
1 = January 
2 = February 
4 = March 
8 = April 
16 = May 
32 = June 
64 = July 

128 = August 
256 = September 
512 = October 
1024 = November 
2048 = December 

0298 ATSecConstraint 

0299. This table identifies secondary constraints on trig 
gers using a PDI expression. 

Field Name Field Format Field Description 

TriggerIndex Int NOT NULL (PK) FK to TriggerObject 
Expression Varchar(50) NULL Text expression composed of 

PDIs and numerical operators 

0300 ATSecConstraintSQL 
0301 This table identifies secondary constraints on trig 
gers that are made with a SQL Statement. 

Field Name Field Format Field Description 

TriggerIndex Int NOT NULL (PK) FK to TriggerObject 
SQLStatement Varchar(120) NULL SOL Statement text 
ConnectString Varchar(120) NULL Connect string text for database 

connection 

0302) CollectionItem 

0303. This table identifies individual items to be collected 
as part of a Collection Template. Each item identifies a “slot” 
in the collection plan. Multiple collection plans may share 
the same Collection Template and therefore the same set of 
CollectionItems. 

Field Name Field Format Field Description 

CollectionItemIndex Int NOT NULL (PK) Unique Index 
CollectionTemplateIndex Int NOT NULL FK to CollectionTemplate 
ItemNumber In NOT NULL Unique within the template, 

this field orders the items 
sequentially 

Header tem Bit NOT NULL TRUE when the item is in the 

Header section of the plan. 
CollectionItemName Varchar(30) NOT NULL Unique within the template 

this names the columns used in the 

collection plan (used by 
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-continued 

Field Name Field Format Field Description 

InTrack to name the DataSet 
Items for the DS Template) 

PDIType Tinyint NOT NULL Type of PDI (see PDIObject) 

0304 CollectionPDI 
0305) This table lists the specific PDIs that are mapped to 
CollectionItems for each Collection Plan. 

Field Name Field Format Field Description 

CollectionItemIndex Int NOT NULL (PK) FK to Collection Item 
ActionIndex Int NOT NULL (PK) FK to CollectionPlan 

(Action) 
PDIObjectIndex Int NULL FK to PDIObject identifies 

the PDI to map to the collection 
item for this collection 
plan 

Automatic Bit NOT NULL TRUE when the PDI value is 
collected automatically by 
EventMgr. False means the 
value is manually collected 
by operator. 

Required Bit NOT NULL TRUE when the operator is 
required to enter a value for 
this item. False means data 
entry is optional. 

Description Int NULL Pointer to StringID in String 
Conversion table. Optionally 
describes the PDIf 
CollectionItem relationship. 

Expression Varchar(120) Text expression to be used by 
Run-Time client for automatically 
filling in the item 
with the result of an expression 
based on values of other 
entered items. 

Defaultvalue Varchar(30) NULL Default value for the CollectionPDI 
when filled in by 
EventMgr., o when presented 
to operator for manual collection. 
This is a formatted float for numeric PDIs. 

0306 CollectionPlan 
-continued 

0307. In the illustrated embodiment, this table is 1:1 with 
Action where ActionType=1 Field Name Field Format Field Description 

Lifecycle Int NULL Expiration time in minutes 
Field Name Field Format Field Description for the Collection plan to be 

fulfilled. 
ActionIndex Int NOT FK to Action 

NULL (PK) LocationIndex Int NULL FK to Location table. 
CollectionTemplate.Index Int NULL FK to CollectionTemplate Optionally associates the 
PlanType Int NULL Type of Collection Plan: Collection plan to a location. 

1 = Manual 
2 = Manual Standard MachineIndex Int NULL FK to Machine Table. 
3 = Automatic 
4 = Automatic Standard Ilecti I hi 
5 = Combo Collection plan to a machine. 
6 = Combo Standard 

Optionally associates the 
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0308 CollectionTemplate 

Field Name Field Format Field Description 

CollectionTemplateIndex Int NOT NULL (PK) Unique Index 
EstablishingStandard Identifies the Collection A Collection Template is 

plan (standard or non- shared by all regular Cplans 
standard) which created linked to a standard. This 
the CollectionTemplate field identifies which Cplan is 

the standard that created it. It 

also identifies the regular 
Cplan when it is independently 
configured (does not use a standard) 

0309 Control Item 0313 DataRetention 
0310. This table identifies target and limit sets by PDI, 0314. This table defines the global data retention param 
Product Group, and Effective date. eters for the illustrated system. 

Field Name Field Format Field Description 

ControlSetIndex Int NOT NULL (PK) FK to ControlSet 
EffectivityDate Datetime NOT NULL (PK) Date the target and limit set is to take 

effect. 

MaterialGroupIndex Int NOT NULL (PK) FK to MaterialGroup. Identifies 
the Material (Product) 
Group for the targetflimit set. 

Description Int NULL Pointer to StringID in the 
StringConversion table. 

Target Float NOT NULL The target value for SPC analysis 
CL Float NOT NULL The Control Limit mean for 

SPC analysis 
USL Float NOT NULL Upper Specification Limit 
UCL Float NOT NULL Upper Control Limit 
LCL Float NOT NULL Lower Control Limit 

LSL Float NOT NULL Lower Specification Limit 
Rmean Float NULL Expected mean value for 

Range 
RUCL Float NULL Upper Control Limit on Range 
RLCL Float NULL Lower Control Limit on Range 

0311 ControlSet 

0312 This table groups the target and limit sets given by 
the Controlltem table into sets for standardization. Every Field Name Field Format Field Description 
PDI for SPC analysis has a ControlSet. This can be stan 

DataRetentionIndex Int NOT NULL Unique Index 
dardized so that several PDI may share the same control set. HistoryDaysOnline Int NOT NULL Number of days to keep 

History records online 
HistoryDaysArchived Int NOT NULL Number of Days to keep 

history records archived 
Field Name Field Format Field Description SPCDaysOnline Int NOT NULL Number of days to keep 

SPC data online 
ControlSetIndex Int NOT NULL (PK) Unique Index SPCDays Archived Int NOT NULL Number of Days to keep 
EstablishingStandard Int NULL Identifies the PDI SPC records archived 

(PDIObjectIndex) which OnlineLocation Varchar(50) NULL 999 
created the Control Set. OnlineStorage Varchar(50) NULL 999 
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0315) EventType 

0316 This table enumerates the event types possible with 
Production Events. The table is pre-populated with the types 
supported by the illustrated system. In the illustrated 
embodiment, the Separated Event Types are: 

EventType.Index EventTypeName 

1. Sublot Create 
2 Sublot Start 
3 Sublot Consume 
4 Sublot Complete 
5 Sublot Close 
6 Subot Move 
7 Sublot Adjust 

Field Name Field Format Field Description 

EventType.Index Int NOT NULL (PK) Unique Index 
EventTypeName Varchar(30) Name of Event Type 

0317) IOAccess 

Field Name Field Format Field Description 

IOAccessIndex Int NOT NULL (PK) Unique Index 
IOAccessName Varchar(30) NOT NULL Unique Name for IOAccess 
Description Int NULL FK to StringID in String 

Conversion table 
NodeName Varchar(50) NULL Name of Node for server 
TopicName Varchar(50) NULL Name of topic for server 
ServerName Varchar(50) NULL Name of server application 
Protocol Tinyint NOT NULL Protocol index: 

1 = DDE 
2 = SuiteLink 

Advise Tinyint NOT NULL Identifies which items to 
advise: 
1 = All 
2 = Active Only 

0318) PDIGroup 

0319. This table defines groups of PDIs. PDIs can be 
grouped for reports, displays, etc. Groups can be public or 
private. 

Field Name Field Format Field Description 

PDIGroupIndex Int NOT NULL (PK) Unique Index 
PDIGroupName Varchar(30) Unique Name for Group 

NOT NULL 
Description Int NOT NULL FK to StringID in 

StringConversion table. 
Text description of PDI Group 

PDIGroup Type Int NOT NULL The Type of PDI Group: 
1 = Report Group 
2 = Display Group 

SecurityIndex Int NULL FK to SecurityID table. 
Identifies the owner of a 
private PDI Group. 
A NULL indicates that the 
group is public. 
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0320 PDIGroupMembers 

Field Name Field Format Field Description 

PDIGroupIndex Int NOT NULL (PK) FK to PDIGroup 
Identifies the PDI Group. 

PDIObjectIndex Int NOT NULL (PK) FK to PDIObject 
Identifies the PDI. 

0321) PDINumber 

0322 Field Name Field Format Field Description 

0323 PDIObject 

0324. This table identifies PDIs of all types. It contains 
information common to all PDI types. 

Field Name Field Format Field Description 

PDIObjectIndex 
PDIName 
Description 

Int NOT NULL (PK) Unique Index 
Varchar(30) NOT NULL Unique Name 
Int NULL FK to StringID in 

StringConversion table 
Not Used 

Type of PDI: 
1 = Discrete 
2 = Discrete Standard 
3 = List 
4 = List Standard 
5 = Number 
6 = Number Standard 
7 = Text 
8 = Text Standard 
9 = DateTime 
10 = DateTime Std. 

11 = Message Port Item 
FK to Machine. Optionally 
associates the PDI to a 
Machine 

FK to Location. Optionally 
associates the PDI to a 

PDIGroup 
PDIType 

Varchar(50) NULL 
Tinyint NOT NULL 

MachineIndex Int NULL 

LocationIndex Int NULL 

Location 

ActualValueTag Varchar(50) TagName to be created in 
InTouch. Current 
implementation is to 
use the PDIName for this 
field. No independent 
configuration. 
FK to IOAddress. 
Identifies the IOAddress 
and Access used for 
PDIs linked to PLC 

addresses or other foreign 
applications. NULL 
indicates 
a “Memory” PDI 
whose value is not linked to 

IOAddressIndex Int NULL 

a foreign application but is 
held internally in memory. 
(InTouch Memory Tag) 
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0325 ProductionEvent 

Field Name Field Format Field Description 

ActionIndex Int NOT NULL (PK) 1:1 with Action table 
EventType.Index Int NOT NULL FK to EventType 

(See EventType) 
Lifecycle Int NOT NULL Number of minutes to keep 

Production Event active 
waiting for operator input. 

LineIndex Int NULL FK to Line table. 
Identifies the Line 

0326) ProductionItem 
0327. This table enumerates the parameters for each 
Production EventType. This table is pre-populated with the 
set of parameters for each EventType in the EventType table 
(see EventType). 

Field Name Field Format Field Description 

ProductionItemIndex Int NOT NULL (PK) Unique Index 
EventType.Index Int NOT NULL (FK) FK to EventType 

Identifies the EventType 
ItemNumber Int NOT NULL Orders the parameters for 

each EventType 
ItemName Varchar(30) Name of the parameter 

NOT NULL 
PDIType Int NOT NULL Data Type for the 

parameter 
(See PDIObject) 

0328 ProductionPDI 
0329. This table lists the parameters for each real Pro 
ductionEvent and the PDI or Expression assignement. In the 
illustrated embodiment, expressions are a constant value. In 
alternate embodiments, arithmetic and String expressions are 
supported. The Expression and PDIObject fields are mutu 
ally exclusive. One and only one of these two fields must be 
NULL. 

Field Name Field Format Field Description 
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0330 SPCAlarm 

0331. This table identifies the SPC Alarms which have 
been configured for each PDI (Data-Set) 

Field Name Field Format Field Description 

SPCRuleIndex Int NOT NULL 
(PK) 
Int NOT NULL 

(PK) 

FK to SPCRule 

SPCAlarmType Type of SPC Alarm: 

1 = Samp Outside Spec 
Limits 
2 = Samp Outside Control 

Limits 
3 = 2 of last 3 outside 2 SD 
(Same Side) 
4 = 4 of last 5 outside 1 SD 
(same side) 
5 = x of last y Outside Z SD 
6 = x of last y Outside Z SD 

(same side) 
7 = x consecutive inside 1 
SD 
8 = X consecutive outside 1 
SD 
9 = x consecutive increasing 

or decreasing 
10 = x consecutive alternating 
upfdown 
11 = X consecutive on one 
side of centerline 
Number of Samples involved 
in alarm determination. (x in 
above type list) 
Number of last consecutive 
samples involved in alarm 
determination. (y in the 
above type list) 
Number of Standard Deviations 
(SD) involved in alarm 
determination. (Z in the 
above type list) 
Priority of Alarm 1-999 
1 is most important. 
Indication that the operator 
is required to enter a cause 
code when this alarm occurs. 

NumberOfSamples Int NULL 

LastConsecSample Int NULL 

NumberOfStdDews Float NULL 

Alarm Priority Int NOT NULL 

CauseRequired Int NULL 

ProductionItemIndex Int NOT NULL (PK) FK to ProductionItem 
Identifies the parameter name 
and datatype. 

ActionIndex FK to ProductionEvent Int NOT NULL (PK) 
Identifies the specific ProductionEvent 
the Parameter/PDI 
mapping is for 

Varchar(120) NULL Text Expression 
Must be a constant value 

Int NULL FK to PDIObject table. 

Expression 

PDIObjectIndex 
Identifies the PDI mapped to 
the parameter. 

Automatic Bit NOT NULL When True, this value is 
evaluated by the control 
system and entered 
When False, the value must be 
supplied by an operator. 
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-continued 

Field Name Field Format Field Description 

1 = Cause Required 
0 or NULL = Not required 

0332) SPCRule 
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by the respective applications, here, tag Server associated 
with the inTouchTM application 12a. The device input i1 may 
be made available for immediate communication to the 

event manager 18a or, for example, as here, transmitted from 
the tag server (or other server, database management System 
or other Store, manager and/or monitor of tags or other 
device input/output events) via illustrated abstraction client 
that reformats, maps and/or otherwise insures proper for 

Field Name Field Format 

SPCRuleIndex 
EstablishingStandard 

Int NOT NULL (PK) 
Int NULL 

AnalysisType Int NOT NULL 

MovingXSamples Int NULL 

MovingRSamples Int. NULL 

AutoCalcSamples Int NULL 

SamplesPerLimitCalc Int NULL 

Field Description 

Unique Index 
Identifies the Number PDI 
(Standard or Regular) which 
created the SPCRule record 
by PDIObjectIndex 
SPC Analysis Type: 
O = X individual 
1 = X Bar, R 
2 = X Bar, s 
3 = Moving X, Moving R 
4 = (NOT USED) 

8 = U 
9 = EWMA 

10 = CuSum 
Number of Moving X Samples, 
required for AnalysisType = 
4 only. 
Number of Moving R Samples, 
required for AnalysisType = 
4 only. 
Sets the number of samples 
collected between automatically 
recalculating new 
control limits. 
NULL indicates no automatic 
recalculation is to be performed. 
The number of most recent 
samples to use for the automatic 
limit recalculation. 

MeasurementsPerSample Int NOT NULL 

0333 Event Manager 

0334 FIG. 7 depicts event processing in an event man 
ager 18a according to one practice of the invention. The 
illustration depicts embodimentS or instances where there is 
no persistence in data flows. 

0335) In the illustrated embodiment, a scheduled event 
message, notification or other indicator (collectively, 
“scheduled event”) S1 is generated by the SQL server based 
on a search of the production database 18b" for scheduled 
events or other triggering conditions. Other mechanisms 
may be used to identify Schedule events, e.g., non-SQL 
database Searches, timers, Scheduled events lists, and So 
forth. Regardless, the event Si is queued or otherwise Stored 
for processing on a FIFO or other basis. And, indeed, in 
Some embodiments, Selected (or all) events made available 
for immediate communication to the event manager 18a. 

0336. Like the scheduled event S1, a device input 
i1-that is, inputs from proceSS or other control equipment 
to which the applications 12-16 are coupled-are generated 

Number of Measurements Per Sample. 

matting, consistency and/or uniqueness among device inputs 
i1 received, potentially, from a variety of applications 12-16. 
0337 Following queuing, if any, event monitoring func 
tionality in the event manager polls, receives or otherwise 
identifies Scheduled event and device inputs. These are 
designated in the drawing as S2 and i2, respectively. Spe 
cifically, a Scheduled event thread identifies and obtains 
generated/queued event S2 and checks them against event 
constraints, e.g., Stored in the production Support database 
18b". An I/O event thread likewise identifies and obtains 
generated/queued device inputs i2 and checks them against 
constraints in the production support database 18b". If the 
events S2 or inputs i2 match the constraints, they are queued 
in an internal trigger queue for processing. These are des 
ignated in the drawing T1, the letter “T” indicating that they 
are triggers. 
0338. The triggers are, in turn, queued in an internal 
trigger queue for processing. These are taken up on a FIFO 
or other basis by an action execution thread ("AET") also 
executing in the event manager 18a. One Such trigger is 
designated T2 in the drawing. The action execution thread 
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processes the trigger in accord with the workflow, particu 
larly, for example, executing the event action(s) associated 
with the particular current trigger (here, trigger T2). AS 
noted previously, those actions can include transactions 
(Such as start, complete, etc.) to be executed by the client 
applications 12-16, Stored procedures/database actions, and 
So forth. 

0339. As discussed above in connection with FIG. 6, the 
action execution thread queues messages to those applica 
tions, here designated T3a, T2b, reflecting that a single 
trigger executed by the event manager 18a (and, particularly, 
the action execution thread) may result in generation of 
more than one message for processing by the clients 12-16. 

0340 With continued reference to FIG. 7, the event 
manager 18a includes an expression evaluation thread to 
proceSS expressions in response to requests issued by the 
client applications. Here, a request X1 for expression evalu 
ation is generated by a client application and queued or 
otherwise transmitted for processing by the manager 18a. 
The request is dequeued or otherwise received by the 
manager's 18a expression evaluation thread, which parses 
or otherwise interprets the request, generating a response 
(e.g., based on current System state values) for return to the 
requesting application. Here, that response is designated X2 
and is shown being queued, e.g., in the manner detailed in 
FIG. 6 and discussed above, for return to that application. 
During processing of an expression X1, additional messages 
(not shown) can be generated and queued to the client 
applications, e.g., to obtain further values necessary to 
evaluate the expression. 

0341 The event manager 18a also includes an adminis 
trative command evaluation thread that processes com 
mands received, for example, from the operator console. AS 
above, one Such command, here, designated A1, generated 
by the console is queued or otherwise transmitted for 
processing by the event manager 18a. That request is 
dequeued or otherwise received by the command evaluation 
thread, which parses or otherwise interprets it, altering 
internal System States, generating output, or performing Such 
processing as is desirable or necessasry in View of the 
command. It will be appreciated that, though not illustrated 
here, Such processing may include generation of messages to 
the client applications 12-16, e.g., as discussed above in 
connection with the expression evaluation and action execu 
tion threads. 

0342 FIG. 8 also depicts event processing in an event 
manager 18a according to one practice of the invention 
here, however, in an embodiment or instance where there is 
persistence in data flows. AS shown in this illustration, 
operation of the event manager proceeds as described above 
in connection with FIG. 7. Rather than a single action 
execution thread (AET), a pool is shown in this drawing. 
Each AET in the pool operates as described above, taking up 
processing of the triggers (here shown being queued to an 
additional queue, the internal action queue) as the respective 
AET becomes available. 

0343 Process Data Items 
0344) The configuration manager integrates information 
generated by operation of System 10 and its constituent 
components using Process Data Items (PDIs). These can be 
established to collect information, trigger actions, and acti 
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Vate messages. These are also used to process values that are 
maintained or managed by the System. 
0345 PDIs can be associated with equipment or loca 
tions, and also can depend, for example, on materials to 
determine appropriate SPC targets and limits. The Source of 
PDI values can be an I/O source. For example, basic 
information coming from the PLC or other I/O Source, such 
as roll count, is used to trigger tags (PDIs). For example, a 
roll is completed every time 500 units are processed and a 
test is required after every five rolls. The following tags 
would be established: 

0346). At multiples of 500, the “Roll Finished” tag 
would be generated and Stored in the database. 

03:47 Every 5 rolls (5x500), an action will be trig 
gered. If the operator is required to enter Specific 
information, this action could include a trigger. 

0348. Additional on/off triggers would be used to 
generate Warning messages, alarms, and other impor 
tant information. 

0349 PDI values can also be derived from an expression 
calculated from other PDIs. In either event, limits and 
Scaling are similar to those for proceSS control tags. Exten 
Sions to process data items include collection plans, events 
and messages. These enable the grouping of process data 
items So they can be captured as a single event, either 
automatically, manually, or in combination. FIG. 9 depicts 
an object-oriented class structure Supporting, among other 
things, PDIs and collection plans in a system according one 
practice of the invention. 
0350 Types of PDIs supported by the illustratred 
embodiment include date/time, discrete, list, numerical and 
text, as described above. 

0351) List PDIs. 
0352. A list PDI is a process data item or tag that stores 
a position in a hierarchical tree. The tree in the database 
Schema is a circular reference (references itself) So that it can 
be easier to Store in the database. The database Structure can 
be seen in FIG. 10. The tree is created with the configuration 
client and an example can be seen in FIG. 11. 
0353 Jump points, elements 1308 and 1310 of FIG. 13, 
associated with the List PDIs that can be seen from FIG. 11 
(in brackets). These jump points are globally unique to the 
database and allow easy navigation to the exact node they 
reference. The node does not require a jump point though So 
level names must be unique for each list PDI. Each list PDI 
can have a different tree. In the illustrated embodiment, the 
entire tree is not stored with the tag, just the final location. 
In order to set the list PDI, a user is presented with a list in 
order to make a choice as to which node the list PDI is going 
to point to. In the illustrated embodiment, this is handled by 
a List Manager. 
0354) Note from FIG. 10, than any list node (ListElement 
Table) can have a Parentindex. This parent index points to 
another node in the ListElement table, which is where the 
circular reference is used. 

0355 The anatomy of a list PDI is illustrated by FIG. 12. 
AS Suggested there, every list in the illustrated embodiment 
has one and only one “Root' element. In the illustrated 
embodiment, during runtime, a user can only Select a 
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“Terminating” element. “Jump Point” identifiers are prefer 
ably unique acroSS the entire System Since they indicate both 
a list and a location within that Specific list. 

0356 FIG. 13 illustrates a simplified standard list PDI 
1302 of the type used in a system according to the invention. 
Standard PDIs, like 1302, are a subclass of PDIs that group 
general properties together, Serving as templates for indi 
vidual PDIs or instances. 

0357 The illustrated PDI defines a hierarchical relation 
ship between the term “electrical” and the terms “light, 
“motor,” and “Switch,” as illustrated. It further defines a 
hierarchical relationship between the term “motor” and the 
terms “rotor failure,”“bushing burnout' and “fuse failure.” 
Such a PDI can be used to reflect a real-world (or other) 
relationship, for example, between the electrical System of a 
hypothetical plant or control System and its major consti 
tutents, to wit, the light, motor and Switch. It can likewise 
reflect, to continue the example, modes of failure of those 
constituents-here, rotor failure or bushing burnout of the 
motor. In practice, a Standard PDI may include more nodes 
than illustrated PDI 1302. 

0358 PDI instances can be created ad hoc as illustrated 
by element 1304. This PDI defines a hierarchical relation 
ship between the term “plant 1” and the terms “catastrophic 
failure' and "mechanical.” It further defines a hierarchical 
relationship between the term “mechanical” and terms “belt 
broke' and “rivet failed.” Such a PDI can be used to reflect 

PDI Name 
Description 
Machine Association 

Location Association 

Level Name 

a real-world (or other) relationship, for example, between a 
plant (here, "plant 1') or control System and its the failure 
modes (here, "mechanical” and “catastrophic failure'). It 
can further reflect, to continue the example, the causes of 
those failures (here, “belt broke” or “rivet failed” as types of 
mechanical failure). Again, in practice, a Standard PDI may 
include more nodes than illustrated PDI 1302. 

0359 PDI instances can also contain or be created (solely 
or otherwise) from standard PDIs, as illustrated by element 
1306. This PDI 1306 combines the hierarchical relationship 
defined in 1302 and 1304 as indicated in the drawing. For 
convenient viewing, the relationships taken from Standard 
PDI 1302 are indicated by dashed lines. 
0360. The illustrated PDIs 1304, 1306 further include 
jump points, designated 1308 (with a value “112) and 1810 

Standard List Templates 
Existing List Elements 
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(with a value “4938”). These are effectively short-cuts that 
permit the user to quickly identify an element in a potentially 
large or complex hierarchical list. For example, the value 
“112 can be used, e.g., when defining displays based on the 
list PDI 1304, as a reference (e.g., which can be quickly 
input by the user or System engineer) to plant 1/mechanical/ 
belt broke node of list PDI 1304. Likewise, the value 4938 
can be used as a reference to the plant 1/electrical/motor/ 
rotor failure node of list PDI 1306. 

0361 The components and uses of list PDIs may be 
better understood by reference to the graphical user interface 
(GUI) Screens/panels through which they are maintained in 
the illustrated embodiment. It will be appreciated that list 
PDIs in other embodiments may have components other 
than those shown here, and they may be maintained other 
than via the illustrated GUI screens. In the illustrated 
embodiment, three maintenance panels are provided. Gen 
eral (see FIG. 14A), List Definition (see FIG. 14B), and 
Dependencies (see FIG. 14C). 

0362 Referring to FIG. 14A, the General panel is used to 
maintain the name of the PDI, assign the machine or location 
for which data will be retrieved, and define general names 
for the levels created on the Level Definition screen. 

0363 The General panel includes the following fields: 

The PDI name is assigned when the PDI is created. 
A detailed description of the PDI. 
Associate the listed PDI to an existing machine. The data 
processed is linked to the machine in all operations. List 
PDIs can be used to collect free-form comments about a 
machine from a Runtime user. 
Associate the list PDI to an existing location. The data 
processed is linked to the location in all operations. 
After lists and sublists of PDI text are created, the user can assign 
general labels to the levels. 

0364) Referring to FIG. 14B, the List Definition window 
is used to assign the lists and Sub-lists of elements. Lists of 
text elements are created in a tree formation (parent-child1 
child2, etc.), with up to ten Sub levels. 
0365 A right-click menu is available on the List Mem 
bers table. After Selecting an element, click the right mouse 
button to display a list of edit options: Add Element-to add 
a new element on the next Sublevel below the selected 
element. Edit Element-to edit the details for the selected 
element. Remove Element-to remove the Selected element. 
Move Up-to move the selected element above the previous 
element at the same level. Move Down-to move the 
Selected element below the next element at the same level. 

0366 The List Definition panel includes the following 
fields: 

Copy all the elements from a Standard List PDI. 
Shows all the current items available for the PDI. 
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-continued 

Selected List Elements 
Table PDI is shown as the top (level). 
Add Element 
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Build a tree of up to ten levels of list PDIs. The name of the 

Referring to the Edit List Element dialog box of Figure 
12B, to add a new element, the user selects the element 
under which the element will be placed as a subelement. 

Content The element text. 
New Element Checkbox used to signify adding a new element. 
Jump Point A jump point allows the user to move quickly to the element 

on the list by typing the first letter(s) of the name. In 
the illustrated embodiment, jump points must be unique 
within the same list. 

Edit Element To change the settings for an element, click the element in 
the display table. Click Edit or use the right-click menu to 
access the Edit List Element window for the element. 
Change the text or jump point in the window as needed. 

0367 Referring to FIG. 14C, the Dependencies panel of 
the List PDIs maintenance screen displays all objects to 
which the PDI has been assigned. 
0368 List Manager API 

0369. In the illustrated embodiment, the list manager 
provides the functions described below. 

0370) INode 

0371) The INode interface is the connection to the Node 
object. Listed below are the Node object properties. 

0372 GET DescIndex 
0373) Description: Retrieves the Description Index 
(StringID) of the Node. 
0374 Syntax: STDMETHODIMP get DescIndex(long 

c: pVal) 

Parameters 

Input Parameter Description 
pVal Returned Description of Index of node. 
Return Code 

Return Code 
HRESULT 

Description 
Success or failure of property get. 

0375 GET Description 
0376 Description: Retrieves the Description (StringText) 
of the Node. 

0377 Syntax: STDMETHODIMP get Description(B- 
STR *pVal) 

Parameters 

Input Parameter Description 
pVal Returned Description of node. 
Return Code 

Return Code 
HRESULT 

Description 
Success or failure of property get. 

0378 GET IsTerminalNode 
0379 Description: Returns if the Node is a terminal node 
(leaf) of a list. 
0380 Syntax: STDMETHODIMP get IsTerminalNode 
(VARIANT BOOL *pVal) 

Parameters 

Input Parameter Description 
pVal Returns True if a terminal node, false otherwise. 
Return Code 

Return Code 
HRESULT 

Description 
Success or failure of property get. 

0381 GET ListIndex 
0382. Description: Retrieves the List Index (ListEle 
mentIndex) of the Node. 
0383) Syntax: STDMETHODIMP get ListIndex(long 
*pVal) 

Parameters 

Input Parameter Description 
pVal Returned List Index of node. 
Return Code 

Return Code 
HRESULT 

Description 
Success or failure of property get. 

0384 GET PDIObjectIndex 
0385) Description: Retrieves the PDIObjectIndex of the 
Node. 

0386 Syntax: STDMETHODIMP get PDIObjectIndex 
(long *pVal) 

Parameters 

Input Parameter Description 
pVal Returned PDIObjectIndex of node. 
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-continued 

Return Code 

Return Code Description 
HRESULT Success or failure of property get. 

0387 INodes 
0388. The INodes interface is the connection to the 
Nodes collection object. Listed below are the Nodes object 
properties 

0389 GET Count 
0390 Description: Retrieves the number of Node objects 
contained in the Nodes collection. 

0391) Syntax: STDMETHODIMP get Count(long 
*pVal) 

Parameters 

Input Parameter Description 
pVal Returned count. 
Return Code 

Return Code Description 
HRESULT Success or failure of property get. 

0392 GET Item 
0393. Description: Retrieves a specific Node object con 
tained in a Nodes collection. The object can be returned with 
either a ListIndex or a Description. 

0394 Syntax: STDMETHODIMP get Item(VARIANT 
vintIndex, INode **item) 

Parameters 

Input Parameter Description 
vintndex Either a long (ListIndex) or a BSTR (Description) 

for the retrieval of the node. 
item The returned INode object. 
Return Code 

Return Code Description 
HRESULT Success or failure of property get. 

0395 Get DescriptionIndex Vector 

0396) Description: Retrieves the first 10 String IDs of a 
Nodes Collection for C++ implementations. 

0397) Syntax: STDMETHODIMP GetDescriptionIndex 
Vector(long vals10) 

Parameters 

Input Parameter Description 
vals 10 Returned array of StringIDs 
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Return Code 

Return Code Description 
HRESULT Success or failure of property get. 

0398 INodeMgr 

0399. The INodeMgr interface is the link between the 
Node object, the Nodes collection and the database. The 
functions are listed below. 

04.00 GetNode 
04.01. Description: Returns a Node object given a valid 
StringID and LanguageID for the Node to return. 

0402 Syntax: STDMETHODIMP GetNode(long 
nStringID, long nLang|D, INode **item) 

Parameters 

Input Parameter Description 
nString ID StringID of node to retrieve. 
nLangD Language ID 
item The returned INode object. 
Return Code 

Return Code Description 
HRESULT Success or failure of property get. 

0403 GetNodeElements 
04.04. Description: Returns a Nodes collection of child 
nodes given a valid parent node. 

04.05 Syntax: STDMETHODIMP GetNodeElements(I- 
Node * item, long nLang|D, INodes ** items) 

Parameters 

Input Parameter Description 
item Parent Node to retrieve children. 
nLangD Language ID 
items The returned INodes collection 
Return Code 

Return Code Description 
HRESULT Success or failure of property get. 

04.06 GetNodePath 
0407. Description: Returns a Nodes collection of the path 
from a jump point to the parent node. 

0408 Syntax: STDMETHODIMP GetNodePath(long 
nJumpPoint, long nLang|D, INodes **items) 

Parameters 

Input Parameter Description 
nJumpPoint Jump Point to retrieve path. 
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-continued 

nLangD Language ID 
items The returned INodes collection 
Return Code 

Return Code 
HRESULT 

Description 
Success or failure of property get. 

04.09 GetPath 
0410. Description: Returns a Nodes collection of the path 
from a Supplied node to the parent node. 

0411) Syntax: STDMETHODIMP GetNodePath(INode * 
item, long nLang|D, INodes **items) 

Parameters 

Input Parameter Description 
item Node to retrieve path 
nLangD Language ID 
items The returned INodes collection 
Return Code 

Return Code 
HRESULT 

Description 
Success or failure of property get. 

0412 GetRootNodes 
0413 Description: Returns a Nodes collection of the 
Parent nodes of a specific PDIObjectIndex. 
0414. Syntax: STDMETHODIMP GetRootNodes(long 
nPDIObjectIndex, long nLanglD, INodes ** items) 

Parameters 

Input Parameter Description 
nPDIObjectIndex PDIObjectIndex of object to retrieve parent nodes 
inlang|D Language ID 
items The returned INodes collection 
Return Code 

Return Code 
HRESULT 

Description 
Success or failure of property get. 

0415 List API Usage 
0416. Using the API described above, a list PDI class can 
be defined is generally indicated below: 

class CListNode { 
// Jump Point identifier 
int m i UserDefinedIndex; 
// Array of text for element 
If Array entries represent text for different locales. 
bstrm SZElementText: 

// Index into StringConversion table 
int m i ElementTextIndex; 
f/ Is this a terminating node? 
boolm bTerminating: 
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0417. Such a class exposes the methods CListNodes 
GetChildElements(CListNode * pParentNode) and CList 
Nodes GetPath Elements(int ijumpPoint). 
0418. Examples of usage of exposed methods include the 
following: 

0419) 1) cNodes=GetChildElements((CListNode *) 
NULL); 
0420 Resulting “cNodes' Collection: 
0421 cNodes==>“Electrical” 

0422, 2) Continuing the example from above, we 
make this Subsequent call: 

0423) cNodes=GetChildElements(cNodesO); 
0424) 

0425) 

cNodes==> 

“Light” 

0426 “Motor” 
0427 “Switch” 

0428 3) cNodes=GetPath Elements(2112); 
0429) Resulting “cNodes' Collection: 
0430 cNodes==> 

0431) “Electrical” 
0432) “Motor” 
0433) “Bushing Burnout” 

0434. In the illustrated embodiment, the configuration 
manager 18g manages process data items (PDIs). The con 
figuration client allows the user to configure them. PDIS are 
Supported through data maintained in the InTrack database 
12b, including work-in-progreSS tracking and resource 
tracking, and represent tag in the aforementioned InTouch 
application. If any of the historization attributes are Selected, 
the PDI also represents a tag in the aforementioned InSQL 
application. Once a tag is configured and Saved, the inter 
preter 18d is executed which transferS the appropriate 
attributes to the InTouch tag database and InSQL database. 
The configuration client permits Security groups, users and 
asSociated passwords to be created. Once the user informa 
tion is Saved, execution of the interpreter will transfer the 
Security information to the aforementioned InTrack appli 
cation. 

0435 Collection Plans 
0436 Collection plans are used to collect run-time data. 
They can be automatic, partially automatic, or manual. In the 
illustrated embodiment, automatic collection plans are 
evaluated by the action execution thread (see FIG. 7) and 
stored to the inTrack database 12b. Partially automatic and 
manual collection plans are transmitted to the run-time 
clients 18e, 18f for evaluation. 
0437. To that end, messsages for those plans are sent via 
the common run-time client queue (see FIG. 7). Each 
collection plan is recorded as a Single item of delivery. It is 
triggered on the node assigned in the Configuration Client. 
The Event Manager reads the incoming tag, and places the 
collection plan into the queue where it can be accessed from 
the Runtime Client. All computers assigned to the WorkSta 
tion group receive the collection plan. The collection plan 
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appears on the task lists of the runtime clients 18e, 18f, 
where it can be accessed and completed. Depending on the 
Set-up, the collection plan is generated after a certain amount 
of time, an action, certain measurement of units, etc., based 
on the triggerS assigned to the collection plan or properties 
assigned to the PDI. If the tag is configured for SPC tags, 
SPC tags can generate an alarm. The Event Manager Saves 
messages on the queue to the InTrack database along with 
the collection time. 

0438. The runtime clients 18e, 18f allows operators to 
enter data responsive to those messages for entry into the 
respective plans. Manual collection plans appear on task 
lists for assigned WorkStations associated with the run-time 
clients 18e, 18f. When opened, entry grids enable operators 
to enter information for each PDI in the collection plan. This 
data is stored in the databases. The illustrated embodiment 
also permits Stored procedures to be included in collection 
plans: as the collection plans are opened and Saved, addi 
tional activities Such as calculations or communication with 
other resources can be executed. 

0439 Collection plans can be based on templates that 
Serve as outlines or basic patterns. For example, if a user 
wishes to establish six different product quality tests with the 
Same types of measurements, he or she can enter the basic 
collection items in a template. When individual collection 
plans are created from the template, the user assigns indi 
vidual parameters to the measurements as needed. In the 
illustrated embodiment, collection plan templates are 
optional: the user can create individual collection plans 
without them. 

0440. In the illustrated embodiment, collection plans are 
a SuperSet of InTrack data collection, that is, of the data 
collection maintained by the inTrack application 12a and 
Stored in the associated database 12b. In this regard, the 
InTrack application 12a provides the mechanism to Store 
and retrieve a time Stamped Series of user definable records 
and columns. (Of course, it will be appreciated that other 
functionality, Standard in the art, proprietary, or otherwise, 
could be used for this purpose in place of the InTrack 
application). The configuration manager and client permits 
the user to Specify collection plan objects linking InTrack 
data collection items to PDIs (external data points) and 
expressions. They also allow the user to define Specific items 
of information to be collected per location or machine. 
Collection plan actions can also be dropped into workflows. 
0441 When the user saves a collection plan and runs the 
interpreter 18d, the aforementioned automation Server cre 
ates the data collection, using machine and location 
attributes available on the collection plan and other objects 
available within production engine. Specified attributes are 
created within the InTrack application 12a after running the 
interpreter 18d. 

0442. Once saved and interpreted, the engine executes 
Workflows as they are triggered. When the collection plan 
action is executed the engine gathers the appropriate exter 
nal data Storing them to collection items, performs the 
configured calculations using other collection items and 
Stores the values using calls to the data Set object of the 
InTrack automation Server. 

0443) The expression assignment capability is provided, 
in the illustrated embodiment, via the GEO application, 
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though, other mechanisms Standard in the art, proprietary or 
otherwise can be used instead or in addition. At runtime, 
each expression is evaluated, including the Specified item 
parameters as input. The result is Stored as the collection 
plan item Specifying the expression. 
0444 The illustrated system also provides for “stored 
procedures in collection plans. These allows the user to 
insert one or more Stored procedure calls into the collection 
plans. These Stored procedures are executed using ADO. 
Each collection plan item, Specified for use in the Stored 
procedure, are loaded as parameters into the ADO object and 
the appropriate Stored procedure is executed. All collection 
plan items are written to InTrack via the automation Server 
once all items are evaluated. 

0445) Active Client Control 
0446. Described below is the ActiveClient control used 
by runtime clients 18e, 18f according to one practice of the 
invention to create and edit collection plan records. The 
control is implemented into the runtime clients to allow 
users the ability to view queued items, as well as templates 
for creating new records. The control is also be defined to 
display archived collection plan records according to a user 
define query filter. 
0447. In the illustrated embodiment, two modes are 
defined for the user to view and edit collection plan records, 
“View' and “Edit”. Three panels are defined to display to the 
user; the tasks available, the records associated to the 
Selected task, and the Selected task items for editing. A 
separate panel is defined to allow the user the ability to filter 
the returned collection plan records. 
0448 View Mode 
0449 Referring to FIG. 1S, this is the view the user sees 
in the illustrated embodiment when no edits are being 
performed. Collection plans are indicated at the top of the 
view panel, here, entitled Auto All Items and Man Al 
| Items. Depending on which is selected, here, the latter, the 
data collection tasks that make that plan up are indicated on 
the bottom of the view panel. Here, the tasks are identified 
by Sample (or task) i.d., Sample time, collection time, Status, 
comments, Superceded, and Sample duration, among others. 
Queued plans are supplied via MSMO. The displayed task 
list can be filtered or sorted, as desired by the user. Of 
course, in other embodiments different views, graphical or 
otherwise, may be presented. 
0450 FIG. 16 depicts the view the user sees during edit 
mode of the illustrated embodiment. There are three types of 
edit mode: 

0451 New collection plan record from a template 
item 

04.52 Edit collection plan record from a queued item 

0453 Edit collection plan record from an archived 
item 

0454 New Collection Plan From a Template 
0455. In the illustrated embodiment, entering edit mode 
through a template item creates a new collection plan record. 
This template Supports automatic and manual items. Manual 
items require user input. A generic default value is Stored 
initially into the field upon entering edit mode, unless a 
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Specific default value had been configured. Automatic items 
are populated by retrieving values from a tag Server. If the 
tag Server is not available, default values are used as with 
manual items. Automatic items are not editable by the user, 
unless they were defined as a datetime with the name of 
“SampleTime”, or as a list item. 

04.56 Edit Collection Plan Record from a Queue Item 
04.57 Entering edit mode through a queued task item 
removes the item from the common message queue folder. 
This prevents all other configured users from accessing this 
item. This record is Stored in a separate database table until 
all required items have been Supplied by the user, and the 
task list displays this item as “InWork” with the use of a 
distinct icon. Upon completion of all required items, the task 
is removed from the task list, the Stored record is removed, 
and the collection plan record Status is updated to the 
appropriate Status indicator. 

04.58 Edit Collection Plan Record from an Archived Item 
0459. After a queued task has been completed, and the 
item has been removed from the task list, the user can Still 
edit the record by way of the Collection Plan Samples grid 
(defined below). 
0460 Collection Plan Samples 
0461) A grid is defined to display all collection plan 
records according to the user defined query criteria. This is 
performed when the user configures the QBE, and by 
Selecting a task in the task list. All configured data items 
within the collection plan record are Supplied in the grid, as 
well as all relevant base InTrack table items: Such as Status, 
SampleTime, SampleID, etc. During edit mode, manual and 
automatic items have specific characteristics. The following 
Section describes the characteristics. 

0462 Automatic Items 
0463 Upon entering edit mode, automatic items are 
populated with the values from the tag Server only when the 
user has Selected a collection plan template for creating a 
new record. Otherwise, the Event Manager Supplies the 
automatic items through a queued collection plan record to 
the client, or previously by a client creating a new Sample 
through a template. In the illustrated embodiment, after the 
record has been created and Saved, no automatic items are 
editable, except for the following: collection plan items 
configured as a Datetime item, and configured with the item 
name “SampleTime” and any list item. 

0464) Manual Items 
0465. Upon entering edit mode, any manual item is made 
available for editing. This is true for new records, queued 
records, or archive records. 

0466) Data Types 

0467. In the illustrated embodiment, a collection plan can 
include the following data types: 

0468) Date/Time 

0469. In the illustrated embodiment, a datetime PDI (or 
tag) is defined as an item to represent a date and time value. 
Datetime items can be configured with a default value 
representing any valid date and time. 

32 
Nov. 20, 2003 

0470 Discrete 
0471. In the illustrated embodiment, a discrete PDI (or 
tag) is defined as an item to represent a “True” or “False” 
condition. This value can be displayed with a textual value 
such as “On' or “Off”, as well as any other desired combi 
nation. Discrete items can be configured with a default value 
representing either a “True” of “False' value. 

0472 List Items 
0473. As evident in the discussion above, a list PDI (or 
tag) is an item that stores a position in a hierarchical tree. In 
the illustrated embodiment, the tree in the database Schema 
is a circular reference (references itself) So that it can be 
easier to Store in the database. 

0474) Numeric 
0475. In the illustrated embodiment, a numeric PDI (or 
tag) is defined as an item to represent any valid numeric 
value. Numeric items can be configured with a default value 
representing any valid numeric value. 

0476 Stored Procedure 
0477. In the illustrated embodiment, a stored procedure 
PDI (or tag) is defined as an item to represent any valid 
Stored procedure interface. This item allows the user to 
Supply information to return further information through a 
stored procedure. FIG. 17 illustrates a relationship among 
classes defining the production Support database 18b" and 
those defining Stored procedure items Stored procedure items 
(identified by dashed lines). Items in the drawing shown in 
boldface type are returned in the stored procedure. Nullable 
items are returned as Zero for null String, as appropriate. Edit 
classes are designated with an E.; Stored procedure item 
classes with a I; and Stored procedure classes with a S. 

0478 Text 
0479. In the illustrated embodiment, a text PDI (or tag) is 
defined as an item to represent a textual value. Text items 
can be configured with a default value representing any 
value. 

0480 Collection Plan Execution Implementation 
0481) Event Manager 

0482 In the illustrated embodiment, the event manager 
and runtime client (RTC) nodes work together to create 
collection plan data. Initially, the collection plan initiated. If 
it is an automatic collection plan then the RTC has no 
interaction. If it is a manual collection plan then the RTC 
Supplies Event Manager with Some or all of the collection 
plan data. To initiate the collection plan, a trigger is required. 
The collection plan is either a manual or automatic collec 
tion plan as described below. 

0483) Automatic Collection Plan 
0484. When the trigger is fired, the event manager fills in 
the data for the collection plan. This is saved using one of the 
control applications 12-16 and, Specifically, in the illustrated 
embodiment, the data collection method of the aforemen 
tioned InTrack application (though, it will be appreciated, 
that data collection methods of other control applications, 
industry Standard, proprietary or otherwise, may be used in 
addition or instead). 
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0485 Manual Collection Plan 
0486 First, the event manager fills what data it can in the 
collection plan with the automatically collected items and 
then calls the InTrack (or, as indicated in the prior paragraph, 
other application) data collect method. In the illustrated 
embodiment, a message is Sent to the MicroSoft Message 
Queue server with the data in a ADO recordset. This 
message is directed to one or more real time clients (RTC). 
The RTC(s) read(s) this message and the user fills in some 
or all of the data for the collection plan. This data is then sent 
back to Event Manager via another message. Event Manager 
calls as method from the DSSManager which updates the 
previous InTrack data collection data using InTrack's data 
collection Supercede. 
0487 Collection Plan Stored Procedures 
0488 Stored procedures are fully operable for both col 
lection plans and actions in the illustrated System. Entry 
options in the configuration client to enable fast entry of 
connection information and Stored procedure parameters 
and commands. 

0489 Stored procedures are activated series of com 
mands that are triggered when a collection plan or action is 
conducted in Runtime. Trigger conditions determine if and 
when the Stored procedure is activated. Stored procedures 
can be used to: 

0490 Generate displays of numerical values or text 
to operators. 

0491 Calculate numerical values from ongoing 
measurements (PDIs) for display during Runtime, 
Storage in the database, or download to PLCs. 

0492 Perform comparisons of multiple data inputs 
to generate results that may trigger additional activi 
ties, Such as value conversion (English/metric), Stor 
age of data in multiple databases, or generation of 
PDIS to control a PLC or machine. In addition, stored 
procedures can be nested So that multiple Stored 
procedures are activated in tandem within the same 
collection plan. A Stored procedure can generate an 
output value that will be used immediately as an 
input value in a Second Stored procedure. Collection 
plan Stored procedures Supports a variety of SQL 
data types: 

0493 Configuration Entry Screens 
0494 Entry screens and display windows accommodate 
entry of Stored procedure connection and command infor 
mation. List windows enable Selection and display of exist 
ing Stored procedures. AS Stored procedure information is 
entered, default input and output item names are assigned 
automatically, Selection options enable the configuration of 
items, and SQL Script validation is performed. Entry Screens 
have been Standardized, enabling fast reference and Selec 
tion of Stored procedures activated by any combination of 
multiple collection plans and actions. 
0495 Collection Plan Template Maintenance Screen 
0496. In the illustrated embodiment, after a new collec 
tion plan template is Selected for editing, a collection plan 
template maintenance screen appears. See, FIG. 18. The 
General panel is used to maintain the name and description 
of the collection plan template. An example of it is provided 
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in FIG. 19. The PDI selection panel stores information about 
each PDI that appears as an entry field on collection plans 
generated from the template. See FIG. 20. This can be used 
to specify the type of PDI and basic information. The 
dependencies panel lists all objects that are dependent on the 
current collection plan template. 

0497 Config & ProdSupport Common Tables 

0498. The following tables are common to both the 
Configuration and Production Support databases in Support 
of Collection Plans in the illustrated embodiment. 

0499) Action 

0500. In the illustrated embodiment, the Action table 
identifies Actions in the illustrated System. Actions may be 
one of several types indicated by the ActionType field. 

Field Name Field Format Field Description 

ActionIndex Int NOT NULL (Primary Unique Index 
Key) 

ActionName Varchar(30) NOT NULL Name of Action 
(unique) 

Description Int NULL Points to a multi-lingual 
text 

description of the Action, 
using 
StringConversion. StringID 

ActionType Tinyint NULL Type of Action: 
1 = Collection Plan 

2 = Production Event 

3 = Process Message (Msg 
Port) 
4 = Expression 
5 = E-mail 

6 = SOL Statement 

SecurityType Int NULL Describes the type of security 
check done for operators 
executing the action (Used 
for 

CollectionPLans and Production 

Events mainly) 
1 = Use Login UserID 
2 = Always prompt user 
for 

UserID,Password check 
(every 
transaction) 

0501) CollectionItem 

0502. In the illustrated embodiment, this table identifies 
individual items to be collected as part of a Collection 
Template. Each item identifies a “slot” in the collection plan. 
Multiple collection plans may share the same Collection 
Template and therefore the same set of CollectionItems. 
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Field Name Field Format 
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Field Description 

CollectionItemIndex Int NOT NULL (PK) Unique Index 
CollectionTemplateIndex Int NOT NULL 
ItemNumber In NOT NULL 

Header tem Bit NOT NULL 

CollectionItemName Varchar(30) NOT 
NULL 

FK to CollectionTemplate 
Unique within the template, 
this 
field orders the items sequentially 
TRUE when the item is in the 
Header section of the plan. 
Unique within the template this 
names the columns used in the 
collection plan (used by 
InTrack 
to name the DataSet Items for the DS 
Template) 

PDIType Tinyint NOT NULL Type of PDI (see PDIObject) 

0503) CollectionPDI 
0504. In the illustrated embodiment, this table lists the 
specific PDIs that are mapped to CollectionItems for each 
Collection Plan. 

CollectionItemIndex Int NOT NULL (PK) 
ActionIndex Int NOT NULL (PK) 
PDIObjectIndex Int NULL 

Automatic Bit NOT NULL 

Required Bit NOT NULL 

Description Int NULL 

Expression Varchar(120) 

Defaultvalue Varchar(30) NULL 

0505 CollectionPlan 

FK to CollectionItem 
FK to CollectionPlan (Action) 
FK to PDIObject identifies the 
PDI to map to the collection item 
for this collection plan 
TRUE when the PDI value is 
collected automatically by 
EventMgr. False means the value 
is manually collected by operator. 
TRUE when the operator is 
required to enter a value for this 
item. False means data entry is optional. 
Pointer to StringID in 
StringConversion table. 
Optionally describes the 
PDI/CollectionItem relationship. 
Text expression to be used by 
Run-Time client for 
automatically filling in the item 
with the result of an expression 
based on values of other entered 
items. 
Default value for the 
CollectionPDI when filled in by 
EventMgr., o when presented to 
operator for manual collection. 
This is a formatted float for 
numeric PDIs. 

0506. In the illustrated embodiment, this table is 1:1 with 
Action where ActionType=1 

Field Name Field Format Field Description 

ActionIndex Int NOT NULL (PK) FK to Action 
CollectionTemplate.Index Int NULL 
PlanType Int NULL 

FK to CollectionTemplate 
Type of Collection Plan: 
1 = Manual 
2 = Manual Standard 
3 = Automatic 
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-continued 

Field Name Field Format Field Description 

4 = Automatic Standard 
5 = Combo 
6 = Combo Standard 

Lifecycle Int NULL Expiration time in minutes 
for the Collection plan to be fulfilled. 

LocationIndex Int NULL FK to Location table. Optionally 
associates the Collection plan to a 
location. 

MachineIndex Int NULL FK to Machine Table. 
Optionally associates the 
Collection plan to a machine. 

0507 CollectionTemplate 

Field Name Field Format Field Description 

CollectionTemplateIndex Int NOT NULL (PK) Unique Index 
EstablishingStandard Identifies the Collection A Collection Template is 

plan (standard or non-standard) shared by all regular Cplans 
which created the linked to a standard. This 
CollectionTemplate field identifies which Cplan 

is the standard that created 
it. It also identifies the regular 
Cplan when it is independently 
configured (does 
not use a standard) 

0508 Control Item 
0509. This table identifies target and limit sets by PDI, 
Product Group, and Effective date. 

Field Name Field Format Field Description 

ControlSetIndex Int NOT NULL (PK) FK to ControlSet 
EffectivityDate Datetime NOT NULL Date the target and limit set is 

(PK) to take effect. 

MaterialGroupIndex Int NOT NULL (PK) FK to MaterialGroup. Identifies 
the Material (Product) 
Group for the targetflimit set. 

Description Int NULL Pointer to StringID in the 
StringConversion table. 

Target Float NOT NULL The target value for SPC analysis 
CL Float NOT NULL The Control Limit mean for SPC analysis 
USL Float NOT NULL Upper Specification Limit 

UCL Float NOT NULL Upper Control Limit 
LCL Float NOT NULL Lower Control Limit 

LSL Float NOT NULL Lower Specification Limit 
Rmean Float NULL Expected mean value for 

Range 
RUCL Float NULL Upper Control Limit on 

Range 
RLCL Float NULL Lower Control Limit on 

Range 
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0510 ControlSet 

0511. In the illustrated embodiment, the table groups the 
target and limit Sets given by the Controlltem table into Sets 
for standardization. Every PDI for SPC analysis has a 
ControlSet. This can be standardized so that several PDI 
may share the same control Set. 

Field Name Field Format Field Description 

ControlSetIndex Int NOT NULL (PK) Unique Index 
EstablishingStandard Int NULL Identifies the PDI 

0512 (PDIObjectIndex) which created the Control 
Set. 

0513. UI Messaging 

0514. The UI Messaging mechanism of the illustrated 
embodiment provides for definition of a user interface-i.e., 
prompts, questions, text/list/combo boxes, and So forth 
through which information is presented to, and accepted 
from, the operator, e.g., via real-time clients 18e, 18f and via 
applications 12-16 which understand the UI message format. 
The UI mechanism also provides the ability to associate 
elements of the presented user interface with variables (e.g., 
PDIs) in the system 18, as well as the ability to program 
matically extract user-entered results from the UI Message 
for use in other parts of the execution context, e.g., as 
workflow variables. 

0515 Configuration of UI Messages is accomplished 
using the configuration client, e.g., database 18b and editor 
18c. The configuration client of the illustrated embodiment 
utilizes displays as shown in FIGS. 28-29 for this purpose. 
Referring to FIG. 28, a screen such as shown there is used 
in the illustrated embodiment to permit general definition of 
a UI message-here, a message named PROMPT1, with a 
description DESCRIPTION1, heading HEADING1, a tim 
eout of 120 seconds, and workstation specifier of ALL. Of 
course, in practice more descriptive terms are likely to be 
used for each of the description and heading fields, as well 
as for the message name. The timeout period, shown here as 
defaulting to 120 Seconds, Specifies the period after which 
the message will be returned to the queue and removed, if 
the operator fails to open the message. The WorkStation 
Specifier indicates on which workStations the message is 
valid. 

0516 Referring to FIG. 29, a screen such as shown there, 
provides for definition of the message items that make up the 
UI message. Depending upon implementation and on the 
demands of the workflows that invoke the UI message 
actions, each message item can be treated as a Separate UI 
message, alternatively, groups of one or more message items 
can be so treated. Shown here is a first message (Seq. Num. 
1), with a prompt "Enter number, for entering a value into 
a Specified number-type PDI. One or more of these messages 
can be identified as “required,” as indicated by the check 
box field, also shown in the drawing. Those skilled in the art 
will appreciate that FIGS. 28-29 are merely examples of 
interfaces that permit a design or configuration engineer to 
Specify a UI message in a System according to the invention. 
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0517. The configuration client stores data that makes up 
a UI Message in three tables in the configuration database 
18b. 

0518) UIMessage 
0519), UIMessageTransforms 
0520 UIMessageItems 

0521. These tables are created via an SQL commands as 
follows, though it will be appreciated that Such tables may 
be created elsewise and that they may be represented, 
instead or in addition, by Structures other than tables (e.g., 
hierarchical databases, linked lists, objects or object data 
bases, and so forth). It will also be appreciated that the fields 
other than those shown in the following SQL commands 
may be used in the tables instead or in addition. 

CREATE TABLE UIMessage 
{ 

ActionIndex int NOT NULL, 
Heading varchar(256) NULL, 
Timeout long NOT NULL, 
UITransformIndex int NOT NULL, 
PRIMARY KEY (ActionIndex), 
FOREIGN KEY (ActionIndex) 
REFERENCES Action 
FOREIGN KEY (UITransformIndex) 
REFERENCE UIMessageTransforms 

CREATE TABLE UIMessageTransforms 
{ 

UITransformIndex int NOT NULL, 
UIStyle text NOT NULL, 
PRIMARY KEY (UITransformIndex) 

CREATE TABLE UIMessageItems 
( 

ActionIndex int NOT NULL, 
SequenceNumber int NOT NULL, 
Message varchar(256) NOT NULL, 
PDIObjectIndex int NULL, 
UIType int NOT NULL, 
Required bit, 
PRIMARY KEY (ActionIndex, SequenceNumber), 
FOREIGN KEY (ActionIndex) 
REFERENCES UserPrompt, 
FOREIGN KEY (PDIObjectIndex) 
REFERENCES PDIObject 

0522 The data in the respective UIMessage tables is 
moved into the runtime execution environment when the 
interpreter 18d is executed. At that point, all UI Message 
data available in the production Support database 18b", using 
an identical Schema to that shown above. 

0523. In the illustrated embodiment, UI Messages are 
implemented as actions; hence, all activity on them is 
initiated by the Event Manager. A UI Message “action” may 
be part of a workflow and/or otherwise associated with a 
data change event, an alarm event, a Scheduled event, or 
otherwise. FIG. 30 depicts the sequence executed in the 
illustrated embodiment when such a UI Message action is 
executed in response to occurrence of the corresponding 
eVent. 

0524 AIUIMessage component is provided by the sys 
tem to facilitate processing of UI Messages by the AET and 
by the runtime clients. The IUIMessage component is a DLL 
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which provides the following interface and which has the 
following functionality. 

interface IUIMessage { 
METHODS: 

load from Production Support tables into internal format 
RESULT Load (CComBSTR& ConnString); 
convert entire UIMessage to XML format 
RESULTToXML (BSTR* Message); 
convert entire UIMessage from XML format 
RESULT FromXML (BSTR Message); 
getfset Result Value data 
RESULT SetResultValue (BSTR Name, VARIANT Value); 
RESULT GetResultValue (BSTR Name, VARIANT* Value); 
getfset Body element sub-tree 
RESULT GetBody (BSTR* Body); 
RESULT SetBody (BSTR Body); 
getfset Routing data 
RESULT GetRoutingOrigin (BSTR* Type, BSTR* Origin): 
RESULT SetRoutingOrigin (BSTR Type, BSTR Origin): 
RESULT GetRouting Destination (BSTR* Type, BSTR* Destination); 
RESULT SetRouting Destination (BSTR Type, BSTR Destination); 
RESULT GetRoutingException (BSTR* Type, BSTR* Exception); 
RESULT SetRoutingException (BSTR Type, BSTR Exception); 
send UIMessage wif result values to Destination Route 
RESULT Send Results (); } 

If 

0525) A corresponding IUIMessage Display component is 
an active template library (ATL) HTML-based control. The 
UIMessage.Display is an ActiveX control that leverages the 
Microsoft WebBrowser control for rendering a UIMessage. 
UIMessage.Display applies an XSLT to transform the 
UIMessage document into an HTML-based visualization. 
The UIMessage.Display also handles user input which 
includes various forms of data validation as well as Sub 
mission of the UIMessage back to the engine. The control 
Supports the following interface: 

typedef enum visual mode {view, edit eVisualMode; 
interface IMessage.Display : IDispatch 
{ 

ff METHODS: 
// hidden method used by HTML UI to submit entered values 
HRESULT Submit(); 
// hidden method used by HTML UI to cancel session 
RESULT Cancel(); 
clear the HTML display 
RESULT Clear(); 
display the current UI Message in either view or edit mode 
RESULT Display(in, optional, defaultvalue(view)eViewMode 
ode); 
get the entire UIMessage xml property 
RESULT GetUIMessage(out, retvalBSTR* Message); 
set the UIMessage xml property of the control 
RESULT SetUIMessage(BSTR Message); 
set the current transform property defaults to std display 
RESULT SetUITransform(BSTR TransformName); 
allows loading the control directly with HTML 
RESULT Load BrowserFromText(BSTR HtmlText): 

// EVENTS: 
If fired when submit succeeds 
SubmitSucceeded (); 
If fired if result message cannot be delivered to destination route 
SubmitFailed (); 
If fired when the HTML Cancel button is clicked 
SubmitCanceled (); 

0526. As evident in the discussion that follows, in the 
illustrated embodiment, UI messages are converted to/from 
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XML markup language by the IUI Message component for 
use (e.g., information display and/or retrieval) by the 
IUIMessage Display component. To facilitate dynamic dis 
play of the UI messages, the latter Specifies their output to 
the webbrowser component active within the runtime client 
application in XHTML, though it will be appreciated that 
HTML or other protocols, proprietary or otherwise, markup 
language-based or otherwise, may be used as well or in 
addition. Moreover, IUIMessage.Display utilizes XSL to 
govern formatting of those displayed message by the web 
browser component, though, again, it will be appreciated 
that other format Specification techniques, proprietary or 
otherwise, may be used to specify the formatting of UI 
messages or the elements thereof. Shown in FIGS. 32A-32C 
is a UI Message Schema according to the illustrated embodi 
ment. That schema is presented in XSD format. Shown in 
FIGS. 33A-33B is a UI message template according to the 
illustrated embodiment. That schema is presented in XSL 
format 

0527 Turning back to FIG. 30, in step 3010, the action 
execution thread (AET) instantiates an IUIMessage compo 
nent for the UI Message action associated with a trigger 
being processed by the AET. In the illustrated embodiment, 
The message content and other information from the pro 
duction support database 18b" is provided to the IUIMes 
Sage component in order to format the message (and Sup 
porting information) in XML format. 
0528. In step 3020, the AET sets the routing information 
for the UIMessage. The illustrated embodiment utilizes 
MSMO to route messages to runtime clients, though other 
embodiments may use other protocols instead or in addition. 
0529) In step 3030, the AET routes the UIMessage com 
mand message-now, in XML format-to the designated 
runtime client applications. In the illustrated embodiment, 
which uses MSMO, this means creating an MSMO message 
of the requisite type and notifying the client application(s) 
that it is available. In step 3040, waits on the asynchronous 
response from the runtime client(s). 
0530. To receive a UI Message from the MSMO queue, 
the runtime client: 

0531) a) Monitors the RTC Common queue for 
messages indicating a UIMessage command mes 
sage type. See Step 3050. 

0532 b) Creates instance of IUIMessage compo 
nent. See Step 3060. 

0533 c) Converts the MSMQ Message body from 
VARIANT to String, in this case, a String containing 
the XML encoded message. See step 3070. 

0534 d) Calls the IUIMessage:FromXML (Mes 
Sage) method, passing the message String. 

0535 This initializes the IUIMessage component from its 
XML representation. See step 3080. 

0536 UI Message visualization is generated dynamically 
by using an XSL Stylesheet associated with the UI Message 
XML document. A default standard XSL stylesheet, depicted 
in FIG. 31, provides a table-oriented, HTML-based user 
interface. To use default (or standard) UI Message visual 
ization, for viewing a message, the runtime client: 
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0537) a) Creates instance of IUIMessage.Display 
control or, more particularly, IUIMessageIDisplay. 
See Step 3090. 

0538 b) Calls IUIMessage Display:SetUIMessage 
(IUIMessage:ToXML ()) to initialize display con 
trol. See Step 3100. 

0539 c) Calls IUIMessage.Display:Transfor 
muIMessage (“std display”) to transform the Mes 
sage using built-in transform. See Step 3110. 

0540 d) Calls IUIMessage.Display:SetMode (view) 
view=0, edit=1 

0541 e) Calls IUIMessage.Display:Display () to 
display the UIMessage visualization. See Step 3.120. 

0542. To use default (or standard) UI Message visualiza 
tion in edit mode, the runtime client: 

0543 a) Executes steps a-c, immediately above. 
0544 b) Calls IUIMessage.Display:SetMode (edit) 

edit=1 
0545 c) Calls IUIMessage.Display:Display () to 
display the UIMessage Visualization 

0546) d) The operator enters values for all questions/ 
prompts, then click Submit. 

0547 e) Implements an Event Sink for IUIMessage 
Display events. These events are raised by the con 
trol to indicate that the user has clicked the Submit 
or Cancel buttons on the IUIMessageIDisplay HTML 
form. 

0548 f) If the SubmitSucceeded event was raised 
then 

0549. a. Call IUIMessage:FromXML (IUIMes 
sageDisplay::GetUIMessage ()). See Step 3.130. 

0550 b. Send the UIMessage response back to 
EventMgr by calling the IUIMessage:Sen 
dResults method. See step 3140. 

0551 g) else if the SubmitCanceled event was raised 
0552 a. Put the UIMessage back on the RTC 
Common queue OR store locally. 

0553. Overriding the standard UIMessage Visualization 
is accomplished on a per-UIMessage basis. The IUIMessage 
component has a Name property. If the client application has 
provided a custom Visualization for UIMessages that have a 
Specific name, then the client may choose not to use the 
IUIMessage Display control. 

0554) Referring back go FIG. 30, in step 3150, the AET 
processes any response from the runtime client, e.g., placing 
back in PDIs or workflow context variable any values 
entered by the operator. 

0555. A further understanding of the interaction between 
the UIMessage component, the UIMeSSage display compo 
nent and the operator is depicted in FIG. 3 and discussed 
above in connection there with. 

38 
Nov. 20, 2003 

0556. Thin Client UI Messaging 
0557 UI Messaging for a “thin' runtime client is accom 
plished as discussed above, taking into account the modifi 
cations below. 

0558 At the outset, the runtime client of a “thin” client 
is an Microsoft ASP.NET application that provides web 
based access to UI Messages for web browsers and mobile 
devices. AS above, that application provides a view of the 
available UI messages for a client, and enables the client to 
enter values for the message items and Submit the results. 
0559) Referring to FIG.34, The UI Message Thin Client 
consists of two ASP.NET applications. One is a standard 
ASP.NET web application, which supports standard web 
based clients. The other is a Mobile Web Application, which 
Supports mobile device clients. Both applications work 
Similarly, the main difference is that the mobile application 
uses the mobile controls to support the limitations of mobile 
devices. The mobile application also does not Support cus 
tom pages like the Standard web application. 
0560 Startup 
0561. Both applications query the production support 
database 18b" at startup to determine the common and 
response queues to use for getting and returning messages. 
In order for this to work, the IIS machine must be entered as 
a workstation in the ConfigClient. The WorkstationID for the 
IIS machine is also retrieved at this time. This data is stored 
in the Application object. 

0562. When a client makes a request for the first time, its 
WorkstationID is retrieved from the production support 
database 18b" as well. If it does not exist in the product 
support database 18b", a -1 is stored. This information is 
stored in the Session object. 
0563. UI Message List 
0564. When the user requests a list of the available UI 
Messages (UIMessageList.aspx), the application iterates 
through the common queue, looking for messages that 
match the IIS WorkstationID or the client's WorkstationID. 
If a message matches, it is added to a table. The name of the 
UI Message is Stored as a link to the UI Message editing 
page (UIMessage.aspx). This link also contains a parameter 
named ID that identifies the message. 
0565 UI Message 
0566. When the user selects a message in the list by 
clicking on its name, the application receives the message 
from the common queue. This removes the message from 
the queue, making it unavailable to others. This is done 
using a transaction. The reason for this is that if the user later 
cancels the message or never Submits it, the transaction can 
be aborted and the message will be returned to the common 
queue were another client can pick it up. 
0567 Once the message has be received, it's name is 
used to check for the existence of a custom page. If a custom 
page is found, control is transferred to that page. 
0568. The body of the message is loaded into an XML 
DOM and then parsed to find the labels, questions, and list 
PDIS. Appropriate controls are added to the page to allow the 
user to enter values for these items. If the item is required 
and/or a numeric field, a validator control is added as well 
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to insure the Submitted results are valid. The control IDs are 
set to match the names of the workflow variables corre 
sponding to each of the message items. This aids in returning 
the results later. 

0569. The XML DOM, message ID, and message trans 
action are all Stored in the Session object for later use. 
0570) If the user clicks the cancel button, the message 
transaction is aborted, and the message returns to the com 
mon queue. 

0571. If the user clicks the Submit button, the application 
parses through the XML DOM finding message items. It 
uses the workflow variable name assigned to the item to 
retrieve the value Submitted from the form. These values are 
then set in the XML DOM. Once all of the values have been 
retrieved and stored in the XML DOM, the message is sent 
to the response queue and the transaction is committed. 
0572 UI Message Notification 
0573 AUI Message Notification control was created to 
provide a way to add an indicator to a web page that informs 
the user when a message is available. The indicator is a red 
image when no messages are available for the client, and 
turns green when a message is available. When the indicator 
is green, clicking on it will popup a new page that contains 
the UI Message List. 
0574 Disclosed above are methods and apparatus meet 
ing the objectives Set forth above, among others. It will, of 
course, be appreciated that the embodiments disclosed 
herein are merely examples of the invention and that other 
embodiments incorporating changes therein fall within the 
scope of the invention. In view thereof, 

What we claim is: 
1. In a method of process, factory-floor, environmental, 

computer aided manufacturing-based or other (collectively, 
“process') control of the type utilizing a plurality of control 
applications to interface with control equipment and/or an 
operator, the improvement comprising: 

A. establishing one or more workflows, each defining one 
or more actions to be taken in response to events 
occurring with respect to the proceSS and/or control 
applications, 

B. monitoring the process and/or control applications 
through a first common interface mechanism to detect 
occurrence of one or more Said events, 

C. responding to detected events by taking action in 
accord with the one or more workflows, the responding 
Step including messaging the operator and/or the con 
trol applications through a Second common interface 
mechanism. 

2. In the method of claim 1, wherein at least one of Steps 
(B) and (C) are adapted-to real-time gathering, processing, 
communication and/or reporting of data. 

3. In the method of claim 1, wherein at least one of steps 
(B) and (C) include transferring data with databases asso 
ciated with tile respective control applications. 

4. In the method of claim 1, the further improvement 
wherein the workflow is defined actions to be taken in 
response to events that include any of process value changes, 
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device inputs, production Status changes, resource Status 
changes, control application messages, operator user inter 
face messages. 

5. In the method of claim 1, the further improvement 
wherein the workflow is defined to include actions including 
any of Start, complete, and other transactions in the control 
applications, Stored procedures, database transactions, Set 
point configuration; data collection; downtime reporting, 
Sample registration, production reporting, consumption 
reporting, maintenance tasking, operator meSSaging; and 
SCADA alarm actions. 

6. In the method of claim 5, the further improvement 
wherein the workflow is defined to include one or more 
actions, along with any of transitions, conditional branches. 

7. In the method of claim 1, the further improvement 
wherein any of the events and actions are defined with 
respect to objects or other data structures (collectively, 
“objects”) that maintain values associated with the process, 
the objects maintaining any of a date/time associated with 
the process, a true/false (or other binary) value associated 
with the process, a numeric value associated with the 
process, a text value associated with the process, and a value 
Selected from among a hierarchical Set of values character 
izing one or more aspects of the process. 

8. A System for process, factory-floor, environmental, 
computer aided manufacturing-based or other (collectively, 
“process') control comprising: 

A. a workflow processing engine that processes one or 
more workflows, each defining one or more actions to 
be taken in response to events occurring with respect to 
the proceSS and/or one or more control applications, 

B. the one or more control applications interfacing with an 
operator and/or control equipment for the process, the 
control applications operating as clients of the work 
flow processing engine with respect to at least one of 
Services and data; 

C. an event monitor coupled between the workflow pro 
cessing engine and the control applications providing 
an interface to detect occurrence of events in the 
process and/or control applications, 

D. the workflow processing engine including an action 
processor that responds to detected events by taking 
action in accord with the one or more workflows, the 
action processor messaging the operator and/or the 
control applications to exchange information therewith. 

9. The system of claim 8 comprising one or more further 
clients that are coupled with the workflow processing engine 
to provide an interface with the operator. 

10. The system of claim 8 wherein the workflow process 
ing engine and the further clients are adapted to provide 
notifications, Status reporting and/or data collection to/from 
the operator. 

11. The System of claim 8, wherein the proceSS comprises 
a distributed control System. 

12. The system of claim 8, wherein one or more of the 
control applications comprise transactional Software execut 
ing within or between enterprise(s). 

13. The System of claim 8, adapted to real-time gathering, 
processing, communication and/or reporting of data. 

14. The system of claim 8, wherein at least one of the 
event monitor and the action processor transfer information 
with the respective control applications by way of databases 
asSociated there with. 
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15. The system of claim 14, wherein at least one of the 
event monitor and the action processor transfer information 
with the respective control applications databases via inter 
face adapters associated with the respective databases. 

16. The System of claim 14, the improvement comprising 
one or more editors adapted for configuring the databases 
through a consistent user interface. 

17. In a method of process, factory-floor, environmental, 
computer aided manufacturing-based or other (collectively, 
“process') control of the type utilizing a plurality of control 
applications to interface with control equipment and/or an 
operator, the improvement comprising: 

A. executing a workflow processing engine to process one 
or more workflows, each defining one or more actions 
to be taken in response to events occurring with respect 
to the process and/or control applications, 

B. executing the control applications to at least one of (i) 
interface with an operator and (ii) interface with, moni 
tor and/or control equipment for the process, the con 
trol applications executing as clients of the workflow 
processing engine with respect to at least one of Ser 
vices and data; 

C. detecting events occurring with respect to the proceSS 
and/or control applications, 

D. queuing at least Selected ones of the detected events for 
processing by the workflow processing engine, and 

E. responding to those queued events in accord with the 
one or more workflows. 

18. In the method of claim 17, the further improvement 
wherein step (E) includes responding to events by any of 
evaluating expressions defined by the workflow, messaging 
the operator, and exchanging data with a control application. 

19. In the method of claim 17, the further improvement 
wherein step (A) includes processing any of a material 
Workflow, an equipment workflow, a Supply chain workflow 
an information workflow. 

20. In the method of claim 17, the further improvement 
wherein step (C) includes generating with the control appli 
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cations triggers indicative of events and executing with the 
Workflow processing engine to respond to those triggerS. 

21. In the method of claim 17, the further improvement 
wherein step (C) comprises detecting any event by any of (i) 
Searching a database for any of Scheduled events or other 
triggering conditions, (ii) Searching a scheduled events list, 
(iii) and executing a timer. 

22. In the method of claim 17, the further improvement 
wherein step (C) includes examining a trigger indicative of 
an event to determine which workflow should be executed to 
process it. 

23. In the method of claim 22, the further improvement 
wherein step (E) includes processing a trigger indicative of 
an event with a workflow by invoking a corresponding 
action object. 

24. In the method of claim 23, the further improvement 
wherein step (E) includes processing queued triggers on a 
FIFO basis using one or more threads. 

25. In the method of claim 17, the further improvement 
wherein step (D) includes executing a scheduled event 
thread to identify and/or obtain events generated in connec 
tion with execution of the control applications and executing 
an I/O event thread to identify and/or obtain events gener 
ated by control equipment. 

26. In the method of claim 25, the further improvement 
wherein step (D) includes checking against constraints 
events identified and/or obtained by any of the scheduled 
event thread and the I/O event thread. 

27. In the method of claim 17, the further improvement 
wherein step (E) includes processing triggers indicative of 
the events using one or more execution threads. 

28. In the method of claim 27, the further improvement 
wherein step (E) includes executing an expression evalua 
tion thread to process an expression generated by a control 
application. 

29. In the method of claim 27, the further improvement 
wherein step (E) includes executing an administrative com 
mand validation thread to proceSS commands received from 
an operator. 


