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Y trird ra 'r tra is trir his NITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 

JARIES IV. NOE, ORF EARTNEB.A., iii SSOUR 5. 

PARCEL-FCSI CONTAIRER. 

Application filed May 20, 1921. Serial No. 421,049. 

To all thon it may concern; 
Be it known that I, JAMES M. NoEL, a citi 

zen of the United States, residing at Han 
nibal, in the county of Marion and State of 

5 Missouri, have invented new and useful m 
provements in Parcel-Post Containers, of 
which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to collapsible car 

tons, and comprehends the provision of a 
10 carton formed from a single blank of ma 

terial embodying self locking features, the 
construction being such as to provide it. 
strong durable carton wherein the parts can 
be quickly and easily assembled or disas 

15 sembled as the occasion requires. 
The nature and advantages of the inven 

tion will be better understood when the fol 
lowing detailed description is read in con 
nection with the accompanying drawings, 

20 the invention residing in the combination, 
construction, and arrangement of parts as 
claimed. 

In the drawings forming part of this ap 
plication, like. numerals of reference indi 

25 cate similar parts in the several views and 
wherein: 

Figure 1 is a view of the blank from which 
the carton is formed. 

Figure 2 is a view showing the blank 
30 partly folded. 

Figure 3 is a perspective view of the 
carton. 

Figure 4 is a sectional view taken on line 
4-4 of Figure 3. 

35 Figure 5 is a similar view taken on line 
5-5 of Figure 3. 

Figure 6 is a fragmentary view of a nodi 
fied form of the invention. 

Figure is a similar view, showing the 
40 folded position of the locking strip against 

the tongue. 
Figure 8 is a sectional view showing the 

locking tongue passed through a slot in the 
carton, with the locking strip in folded po 
sition. 

Figure 9 is a similar view, showing the 
locking strip in its extended position. 

Referring to the drawings in detail, and 
particularly Figure 1, a blank is illustrated 

50 from which the carton is formed, the carton 
including a bottom 10, side walls 11 and end 
walls 12. The side walls 11 are provided 
with flaps 13, the flaps of the respective side 
walls being adapted to be overlapped when 
the side walls are arranged in parallel rela 
tion, constituting a reinforcement for the 
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end walls 12 of the carton. The flaps 13 are 
slit as at 14, thus providing a construction 
whereby the adjacent flaps are interlocked as 
shown in Figure 4. Carried by each side 
\vali li is a tongue 16, these tongues being 
of a length to overlap when the blank is 
folded to provide a carton, and each tongue 
is slit diagonally as at 17, the slit of one 
tongue opening at the side opposite that 
which the sit opens in the other tongue, so 
that the tongues can be interlocked as shown. 
Each tongue 16 is also provided with a slot 
i8 which receives the free extremity of the 
Other tongue as shown. The end walls 12 
are also provided with portions 19 which are 
arranged at 8. Fight-angle to the end walls, 
the portions 19 being adapted to overlap 
each other and together with the tongues 16 
form a top for the carton. Each portion 19 
terriliates to provide a locking tongie 20, 
the Oilgites being slit as at 21 for interlock 
jing engagement in the manner shown, the 
free end of each tongue being received by a 
transverse slot, 22 in the other portion 19. 
To fold the blank in order to form a car 

ton, the side walls 11 are arranged parallel 
to each other, and the end walls 12 similarly 
arranged. The fiaps 13 of the side walls 
are interlocked in a manner above described, 
these flaps being overlapped and constitut. 
ing a reinforcement for the end was 12. 
The right angularly disposed portions 19 
of the end walls are then arranged horizon 
tally in overlapped relation and form a part 
of the top of the carton, the said angularly 
disposed portion being interlocked as clearly 
illustrated in Figure 2 by the slots 21. The 
tongues 20 are then passed through the slots 
22. The tongues 16 of the side walls 11 are 
then folded toward each other above the 
angularly disposed portions 19 of the end 
walls, and the tongues 16 interlock by the 
slots 17, after which the free ends of the 
tongues are passed through the slots 18. 
The construction is such that the blank can 
be quickly folded for use when desired, or 
collapsed as the occasion may demand. 
When folded for use, a substantial and 
strong carton is produced. 

In Figures 6 to 9 inclusive, I have illus 
trated a modified form of the invention, 
wherein 25 indicates one of the side walls of 
the carton above described, the tongue of 
which is indicated at 26. In this form of 
the invention, the tongue 26 is provided 
with a locking strip or element 27 which is 
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the parts have been positioned in the man 
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30 

S. 

connected with the tongue 26 at one side 
thereof and is adapted to fold upon the line 
28 against one face of the tongue 26 in par 
allel relation thereto. As shown in Figures 
7 and 8, the locking strip 27 is first folded 
against one face of the tongue, after which 
the looped end of a flexible element 30 is 
passed over the locking strip. The tongue 
26 is then passed through the slot, 31 in the 
carton in the same manner described in the 
preferred form of the invention, and after 
ner illustrated in Figure 8, the flexible ele. 
ment is drawn out of engagement from Said 
strip, it being understood that the free ends 
of the flexible element are always main 
tained exteriorly of the carton for this pur 
pose. When the flexible element is sepa 
rated from the carton, the locking strip is 
extended as shown in Figure 9 to lie sub 
stantially in the same plane, as that occupied 
by the locking tongue 26, which prohibits 
the carton or other container from being 
opened by unauthorized persons without giv 
ing evidence of the fact by mutilating the 
tongue. 
While it is believed that from the fore 

going description the nature and advantages 
of the invention will be readily apparent, 
I desire to have it understood that I do not 
limit myself to what is herein shown and 
described, and that such changes may be re 
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sorted to when desired as fall within the 
scope of what is claimed. 
What claim is: 
1. A parcel post container formed from 

a single blank of material comprising a bot 
tom wall, side and end walls foldably se 
cured to the bottom wall, portions foldably 
secured to opposite walls and each portion 
being provided with a slot arranged inter 
mediate of the side edges thereof, a tongue 
formed on each portion to be inserted 
through the slot of the opposing portion, 
and there being an inclined slit provided 
on each portion adjacent the tongue for in 
terlocking the portions together. 

2. A parcel post container formed from 
a single blank of material comprising a bot 
tom wall, side and end walls foldably se 
cured to the bottom wall, a top wall formed 
by interlocking members secured to the side 
and end Walls, reinforcement for the end 
walls including flaps secured to each end of 
the side walls and some of said flaps being 
provided with a pair of spaced slits and the 
remaining flaps being provided with one 
straight slit and a slot arranged adjacent 
the straight slit and at an inclination there 
to, and said flaps having their respective 
slits interlocked as described. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 
JAMES M. NOEL. 
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