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(57) ABSTRACT 

Disclosure is related to idea tracking and management. The 
disclosure invokes a method and system for displaying and 
tracking ideas from a database. The invention accesses a data 
repository via a data connection, displays the data from the 
data repository, and allows the displayed data to be charac 
terized as scheduling data, statistical data, action items, cur 
rent status, and listing of individuals. 
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IDEA TRACKING AND MANAGEMENT 

0001. This patent application is a continuation application 
of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/090,124 filed on Apr. 
19, 2011 and is hereby incorporated by reference, which is a 
continuation application of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 
12/139,030 filed on Jun. 13, 2008. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

0002 The disclosure relates to a method and system for 
tracking ideas. More specifically, the disclosure accesses data 
from a data repository, displays the data as scheduling data, 
statistical data, action item(s), listing of individuals, and cur 
rent Status. 

BACKGROUND 

0003 U.S. Pat. No. 5,999,907 discloses an intellectual 
property computer-implemented audit System for valuing an 
intellectual property portfolio includes a first database storing 
first information relating to the intellectual property portfolio 
and a database access and collection device connected to the 
first database and accessing the first database and retrieving 
the first information. In addition, the intellectual property 
audit System also includes a second database storing empiri 
cal data relating to known intellectual property portfolios, and 
a comparison device connected to the database access and 
collection device and to the second database, the comparison 
device receiving the first information from the database 
access and collection device and comparing the first informa 
tion to the empirical data retrieved from the second database 
producing an intellectual property worth indicator indicating 
the worth of the intellectual property portfolio. 
0004 U.S. Pat. No. 6,154,725 discloses an intellectual 
property (IP) computer-implemented audit system estimates 
a value of an intellectual property portfolio. The IP computer 
implemented audit system includes a computer program 
product storing instructions to be implemented by a com 
puter. The IP audit system includes a first database storing 
first information relating to the intellectual property portfolio, 
and a database access and collection device accessing and 
retrieving the first information. The IP audit system also 
includes a second database storing empirical data relating to 
known IP portfolios, and a comparison device comparing the 
first information to the empirical data retrieved from the sec 
ond database producing an IP worth indicator indicating the 
worth of the IP portfolio. The IP audit system is optionally 
implementable over a network architecture. 
0005 U.S. Pat. No. 6,308,164 discloses an enterprise 
project management system includes a system for creating 
new projects and adding project tasks and resources to the 
system. Information used to create the projects, project tasks 
and resources is input at a workstation that may or may not be 
connected to the enterprise network. The information used to 
create projects, project tasks and resources includes primary 
and secondary information. The primary information is 
essential to the project management system for storing the 
project, project task and resource and for creating or modify 
ing the project schedules. The secondary information is cat 
egorization or classification information useful for reporting 
and not essential to the scheduling function of the system. The 

Sep. 6, 2012 

secondary information fields are validated by comparing at 
least some of them with a set of predefined valid values for 
each field. 

0006 U.S. Pat. No. 6,556,992 discloses a statistical patent 
rating method and system is provided for independently 
assessing the relative breadth (“B”), defensibility (“D’) and 
commercial relevance (“R”) of individual patent assets and 
other intangible intellectual property assets. The invention 
can be used by patent valuation experts, investment advisors, 
economists and others to help guide future patent investment 
decisions, licensing programs, patent appraisals, tax valua 
tions, transfer pricing, economic forecasting and planning, 
and even mediation and/or settlement of patent litigation law 
Suits. In one embodiment this prior art provides a statistically 
based patent rating method and system whereby relative rat 
ings or rankings are generated using a database of patent 
information by identifying and comparing various character 
istics of each individual patent to a statistically determined 
distribution of the same characteristics within a given patent 
population. 
0007 U.S. Pat. No. 7,089,192 discloses an intellectual 
property management facility for proactively creating, devel 
oping and managing an intellectual property portfolio 
includes: determining available resource capacity for an intel 
lectual property activity in a tracking system; assigning tech 
nical attributes to the activity in the tracking system; appor 
tioning resource capacity for the activity by technical 
attribute based on the value assigned to each of the technical 
attributes and based on available resource capacity; obtaining 
actual resource usage by technical attribute from the tracking 
system; and managing resource allocation for the intellectual 
property activity by determining the difference between the 
actual resource usage and the resource allocation by technical 
attribute. 

0008 US Patent Application 2005\0149401 discloses a 
system and method for providing an intellectual property 
collaboration network for the development and improvement 
of inventions and technology with inventors being granted 
equity or an ownership interest in patent arrays or companies 
which patent, market, license and generate revenue from the 
developed technology. The prior art provides a way of dis 
tributing equity to contributing inventors of ideas and owners 
of patents within the network for those technologies which 
are grouped and related. The prior art enables inventors to 
Submit ideas, collaborate on projects, advance technology 
and protect inventions through an intellectual property net 
work which provides inventors equity in companies or patent 
arrays in exchange for the developments which are then pat 
ented, marketed, and licensed with revenue flowing through 
the companies and patent arrays back to the inventors and 
other contributors of the system. The system may also be used 
for existing and donated patents which can be marketed and 
licensed through the system including granting equity or 
ownership interest in the patent arrays or companies to own 
ers of the existing or donated patents. 
0009 US Patent Application 2005/0154673 discloses a 
method for monitoring payments, payment authorizations, 
and payable events in an inventor recognition program for a 
company. The prior art comprises an Award Reminder Pro 
gram (ARP), an Award Status Program (ASP), and an Award 
Monitoring Program (AMP). The ARP monitors the award 
tracking database associated with the present invention and 
sends the inventor's manager an email requesting authoriza 
tion of payment when required. If the manager does not 
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authorize payment, the ARP sends the manager a reminder 
email. If the manager still does not authorize payment, the 
ARP proceeds up the company's organizational chart until 
payment is authorized. The ASP monitors the award tracking 
database and updates the status of each docket in the award 
tracking database. The AMP allows a user to view the award 
tracking database, print a payment report, print a payable 
events report, or send a reminder email to the inventor's 
manager. 

0010 US Patent Application 2006\0031092 discloses a 
method and system for recording and tracking the progress of 
a plurality of inventions through an Invention Method includ 
ing IP Mapping, IP Strategy, IP Generation, IP Documenta 
tion, IP Review Board, and IP Patenting or Provisional Filing, 
utilizing a Database platform comprising a plurality of tables, 
view screens, and reports that characterize the flow of an 
invention from one method through to the next, from the time 
an invention is identified until it is patented, and even beyond 
issuance, or until Some other disposition of the invention is 
made. 

0011 WIPO Patent Application Wo0102987A2 discloses 
a system and method provide a web-based infomediary for 
dissemination of intellectual property transfer information 
among multiple users via a global computer network Such as 
the World WideWeb. The system and method can be used to 
provide network users with information to facilitate transfer 
of intellectual property rights by assignment or license. Also, 
the system and method can be configured to collect bids and 
offers from parties seeking to acquire rights, or conduct a 
web-based auction. In this manner, the system and method 
provide a web-based infomediary in the sense that they facili 
tate person-to-person or business-to-business online 
exchanges that leverage the Internet to unite buyers and sell 
ers into a single, efficient virtual marketplace that provides a 
concentration of pertinent information. 
0012 Biw-core is related to information analytics tools, 
and methodologies involving those tools, for assisting in find 
ing the insights in information by eliciting and capturing 
domain knowledge as part of the mining process. 
0013 WebRegMT is a monitoring tool to help users keep 
track of status changes in selected patents or applications. 
epolineR is the name given to the range of online products 
and services designed by the European Patent Office (EPO) to 
allow patent applicants, attorneys and other users to conduct 
their business with the EPO electronically in a state-of-the-art 
secure environment, protected by Smart card or username/ 
password access. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0014. The illustrative embodiments described herein pro 
vide a computer implemented method, system, and computer 
usable program product for displaying information from a 
database. 

0015. An exemplary feature of an embodiment is a method 
for displaying information from a database. This method 
consists of accessing a data repository via a data connection, 
displaying data accessed from the data repository, and allow 
ing said displayed data to be characterized as scheduling and 
statistical data. 

0016 A further exemplary feature of an embodiment is a 
method that displays data further characterized as an action 
item. 
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0017. Another exemplary feature of an embodiment is a 
method that displays data further characterized as a current 
Status. 

0018 Yet another exemplary feature of an embodiment is 
a method which displays data as a listing of individuals 
0019. Another exemplary feature of an embodiment is a 
method which displays the scheduling data to be further char 
acterized as a listing of reviewers. 
0020. A further exemplary feature of an embodiment is a 
method which displays the scheduling data to be further char 
acterized as a date. 
0021. Yet another exemplary feature of an embodiment is 
a method which further displays the statistical data as a 
responsible executive. 
0022. Another exemplary feature of an embodiment is a 
method of displaying statistical data as a date. 
0023 Yet another exemplary feature of an embodiment is 
a method of displaying statistical data to be further charac 
terized an initiative. 
0024. Another exemplary feature of an embodiment is a 
method of displaying statistical data to be further character 
ized a topic. 
0025 Yet another exemplary feature of an embodiment is 
a method of displaying statistical data to be further charac 
terized as a stage. 
0026. Another exemplary feature is a method of display 
ing statistical data as a listing of individuals to be further 
characterized as a Submission. 
0027. Yet another exemplary feature is a method of dis 
playing statistical data to be further characterized as a listing 
of reviewers. 
0028. Another exemplary feature is a method of display 
ing data to be further characterized as an owner of an action 
item. 
0029. Yet another exemplary feature is a method of dis 
playing data to be further characterized as an assignmentofan 
action item. 
0030. Another exemplary feature is a method of display 
ing data to be further characterized as a due date of an action 
item. 
0031 Yet another exemplary feature is a method of dis 
playing current status data to be further characterized as a 
Stage. 
0032. Another exemplary feature is a method of display 
ing a listing of individuals to be further characterized as a 
number of individual group members. 
0033 Still another exemplary feature is a method of dis 
playing listing of individuals to be further characterized as an 
abstraction Submission. 
0034 Various other features, exemplary features, and 
attendant advantages of the present disclosure will become 
more fully appreciated as the same becomes better under 
stood when considered in conjunction with the accompany 
ing drawings, in which like reference characters designate the 
same or similar parts throughout the several views. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0035. The novel features believed characteristic of the 
invention are set forth in the appended claims. The invention 
itself, however, as well as a preferred mode of use, further 
objectives and advantages thereof, will best be understood by 
reference to the following detailed description of an illustra 
tive embodiment when read in conjunction with the accom 
panying drawings, wherein: 
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0036 FIG. 1 illustrates assignment of inventor action 
items according to an embodiment of the invention. 
0037 FIG. 2 illustrates a comprehensive view of inventor 
ideas according to an embodiment of the present invention. 
0038 FIG. 3 illustrates a division of ideas by number of 
inventors according to an embodiment of the invention. 
0039 FIG. 4 illustrates a comprehensive provision of dis 
closure status according to an embodiment of the invention. 
0040 FIG. 5 illustrates a provision of payment status, as 
well as identification of state duration according to an 
embodiment of the invention. 
0041 FIG. 6 illustrates planning features from a perspec 

tive of review board dates according to an embodiment of the 
invention. 
0042 FIG. 7 illustrates a provision of inventor combina 
tion Summaries according to an embodiment of the invention. 
0043 FIG. 8 illustrates a provision of disclosure breakouts 
by date and executive according to an embodiment of the 
invention. 
0044 FIG. 9 illustrates a provision of disclosure breakouts 
by date and stage according to an embodiment of the inven 
tion. 
0045 FIG. 10 illustrates a provision of statistics for a 
given review board according to an embodiment of the inven 
tion. 
0046 FIG. 11 illustrates a provision of disclosures by 
initiative according to an embodiment of the invention. 
0047 FIG. 12 illustrates a provision of disclosures by 
initiative according to an embodiment of the topic. 
0048 FIG. 13 illustrates a provision of statistics by IDT 
according to an embodiment of the invention. 
0049 FIG. 14 illustrates a provision of statistics by person 
and IDT according to an embodiment of the invention. 
0050 FIG. 15 illustrates a provision of disclosures by date 
and IDT, for each inventor according to an embodiment of the 
invention. 
0051 FIG. 16 illustrates a provision of an outside counsel 
rating system by Firm according to an embodiment of the 
invention. 
0052 FIG. 17 illustrates a provision of an outside counsel 
rating system by individual counsel according to an embodi 
ment of the invention. 
0053 FIG. 18 illustrates the submission of data according 
to an embodiment of the invention. 
0054 FIG. 19 illustrates input of data sources from an 
internal database(s) and external data source(s) according to 
an embodiment of the invention. 
0.055 FIG. 20 illustrates a hardware environment accord 
ing to an embodiment of the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

0056. Within the current business climate there is a vora 
cious demand to aid with the development of ideas. This 
demand includes the ability to track Such ideas as they move 
from conception into well-rounded invention disclosures and 
beyond. 
0057 This need increases as the number of ideas under 
consideration and development increase in quantity. Accord 
ing to an embodiment of the disclosure, the invention's func 
tionality automates many actions associated with managing 
ideas. These attributes significantly aid inventors, Scientists, 
and other professions with the ability efficiently manage their 
ideas and thoughts. 
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0.058 FIG. 1 illustrates assignment of inventor action 
items. This embodiment of the invention permits inventors to 
assignaction items to themselves or each other, along with the 
inclusion of an optional due date for completion. This 
embodiment allows the assigned action items to then be 
viewed and displayed by an end-user. 
0059 FIG. 2 illustrates a comprehensive view of inventor 
ideas. This embodiment of the invention illustrates how the 
displayed data can be characterized as a listing of individuals. 
Such individuals include those who submit ideas and 
thoughts into the system. An inventor can view all ideas they 
have, along with the status of each Submission. This embodi 
ment of the invention further allows the listing of individuals 
to be further characterized as an abstraction or listing of 
abstractions including any idea or thought Submitted into the 
system. 
0060 Inventors and other end-users can submit inventive 
ideas, thoughts, or comments at the earliest point in the pro 
cess. Such a start includes from the point when the inventor 
has an inception and or conception. This idea can include an 
thought and is not limited to ideas that result in invention 
disclosures. Furthermore, ideas and thoughts can then be 
ranked and sorted by inventors to assist with the further devel 
opment of those ideas and thoughts into invention disclo 
sures. A comprehensive view of inventive ideas allows the 
documentation process of inventor ideas and comments to 
start from when the idea is created through the entire process. 
0061 FIG. 3 illustrates a division of Ideas by number of 
inventors. This embodiment of the invention allows the dis 
played data to be further characterized as a number of indi 
vidual group members of a Submission. This embodiment 
provides the inventor with quick information about the rela 
tive inventor or scientific population on ideas as they are being 
developed. 
0062. Furthermore, this embodiment of the invention 
allows administrators, managers, or inventors to view disclo 
Sures based on the number of inventors on a given disclosure 
that have a single, co-inventor, and more than 3, or 4. This 
embodiment facilitates the ability to find ideas that can use 
more expertise from other subject matter inventors. As a 
result, this embodiment of the invention facilitates contribu 
tions from other inventors that are not working on the disclo 
sure. Furthermore, this embodiment of the invention can pro 
vide alerts and status to users of specific actions. As a result, 
this embodiment of the invention allows inventors to refocus 
and solicit contribution from other inventors. 
0063 FIG. 4 illustrates a comprehensive provision of dis 
closure status. This embodiment of the invention allows the 
displayed data to be characterized as duration of the current 
status of a disclosure or Submission into the system. This 
embodiment permits the user to see at a quick glance where 
each disclosure stands. An embodiment of the invention can 
further include a granular view, giving the user the ability to 
see comments on ideas before a draft disclosure is even 
begun. 
0064 FIG. 5 illustrates a provision of payment status, as 
well as identification of state duration. This function permits 
the inventor to see whether they have been paid by the com 
pany for a given docket filing, and also illustrates the length of 
time that the disclosure has been in a given state. An embodi 
ment of the invention permits the user to ensure proper pay 
ment by management, and the latter role permits the user to 
identify disclosures or dockets that may be overdue for cer 
tain actions. 
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0065 FIG. 6 illustrates planning features, from a perspec 
tive of review board dates. An embodiment of the invention 
allows the displayed data to be further characterized as a 
listing of reviewers of inventive submissions. This permits 
inventors both a historical record, and more importantly a 
view of upcoming boards with prioritization of the ideas 
under consideration for those dates. An embodiment of the 
invention allows ability to show disclosures in a way that 
shows those disclosures that are before a review board on a 
given month\year\date. 
0066 An embodiment of the invention allows past disclo 
Sures to be listed, with the outcome and associated tracking 
numbers listed. 
0067. An embodiment of the invention allows the dis 
played data to be further characterized and viewed as a date. 
An embodiment of the invention allows ideas to be moved to 
the top of the list based on a combination of strength and 
readiness. These parameters are as determined by the inven 
tors, where strength represents inventor-perceived value to 
the company and readiness in an indicator of how close the 
idea is to final form and Submission. 
0068 An embodiment of the invention promotes such 
ideas to the top of the list for a given Invention Disclosure 
Team (IDT) and facilitates an inventor's work flow manage 
ment. An embodiment of the invention allows a user to view 
the rating system allows the user to tell which idea is closest 
to being ready and also has greatest value to the organization 
and effort can be focused. As a result, this embodiment can 
provide a planning mechanism that can go through an inven 
tor submission to a review board. 
0069 FIG. 7 illustrates a provision of inventor combina 
tion Summaries according to an embodiment of the invention. 
An embodiment of the invention allows finding points of 
commonality for discussion. Points of commonality allow a 
user to look at those disclosures or ideas for which they are 
working on with one, two, or three other inventors which 
ensures time is optimized, and that ideas are relevant to mem 
bers. This embodiment assists inventors to know where they 
can best spend their time and assists management with the 
review process. 
0070 FIG. 8 illustrates a provision of disclosure breakouts 
by date and executive. An embodiment of the invention allows 
the displayed statistical data to be further characterized as a 
business unit listing and responsible executive. An embodi 
ment of the invention permits an executive to view the status 
of disclosures beneath a given line of business. Characteriz 
ing data as a business unit listing allows the tracking of the 
activities of employees within a given line of business. The 
embodiment can apply to business groups so that executive 
can see budget percentages based on a responsible executive. 
0071 FIG. 9 illustrates a provision of disclosure breakouts 
by date and stage according to an embodiment of the inven 
tion. Similarly, the disclosures and submissions for a broad 
organization can be viewed by stage of their progression 
through the review and docket preparation process which 
assists reporting and accurate knowledge of the innovation 
efforts by line of business. 
0072 FIG. 10 illustrates a provision of statistics for a 
given review board. According to an embodiment of the 
invention statistics for evaluation boards to be ascertained can 
be displayed. Statistics for review boards allows such evalu 
ation boards to be managed and leveraged by management. 
Review boards have become more technology focused. Sta 
tistics on which evaluation boards are the most active would 
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be useful to determine if those boards should be absorbed into 
similar boards or perhaps given higher workloads. A technol 
ogy Sub-focus could become a board all to itself (like a sepa 
rate evaluation board/team from the network evaluation 
board/team) if there is enough interest in that technology 
from a patent perspective. An embodiment of the invention 
allows statistics to be viewed based on a particular review 
board, the classification, and dates. 
0073 FIG. 11 illustrates a provision of disclosures by 
initiative. An embodiment of the invention allows the dis 
played Statistical data to be characterized as an initiative. 
Statistical data characterized as an initiative allows users to 
display databased on a given focus areas. 
0074 FIG. 12 illustrates a provision of disclosures by 
topic. An embodiment of the invention allows the displayed 
statistical data to be characterized as a topic. Statistical data 
characterized as an initiative allows users to display data 
based on a given focus areas. 
(0075 FIG. 13 illustrates a provision of statistics by IDT. A 
given IDT may be viewed for disclosure states associated 
with it. An embodiment of the invention allows portfolio 
managers to identify technology trends and abnormal evalu 
ation standards so that corrective actions can be taken. An 
embodiment of the invention also allows for the identification 
of the IDT process review to ensure that high quality stan 
dards and processes are being met. 
0076 FIG. 14 illustrates a provision of statistics by person 
and IDT. An embodiment of the invention allows displayed 
data to aid businesses to find statistical irregularities, which 
may demonstrate that a review board or attorney with evalu 
ations and final decisions. 

(0077 FIG. 15 illustrates a provision of disclosures by date 
and IDT, for each inventor. An embodiment of the invention 
provides a historical trail of where a given user has submitted 
disclosures over the course of time. Such statistical data 
allows management to show personal contributions to the 
organization. 
0078 FIG. 16 illustrates a provision of an outside counsel 
rating system by Firm according to an embodiment of the 
invention. This permits inventors to rate outside counsel by 
firm on both technical proficiency and expediency, as a means 
of providing valuable feedback to in house counsel. 
007.9 FIG. 17 illustrates a provision of an outside counsel 
rating system by individual counsel according to an embodi 
ment of the invention. This permits inventors to rate outside 
counsel by counsel on both technical proficiency and expe 
diency, as a means of providing valuable feedback to in house 
counsel. 

0080 FIG. 18 illustrates the submission of data. Inventor 
(S), Scientist(s), and other professionals and end users popu 
late metadata about a given idea or comment into the data 
base. This results in an abstraction Submission. 

I0081 Inventor(s), scientist(s), engineer(s) and other pro 
fessions populate metadata about a given idea. This embodi 
ment provides a time line of an idea brainstorming session 
which may lead to an idea to be abandoned before submission 
or the idea's growth may lead to a invention disclosure and or 
a patentable invention. In an embodiment of the invention a 
unique codifier is given to ideas as they are conceived. These 
may either feature the idea originator's initials followed by a 
unique number, the initials of the person tasked with doing the 
initial write-up, or a three letter identifier associated with the 
technology focused upon in the invention. Again, the question 
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of whose initials are used for tracking is less important than 
the fact that some unique identifier is assigned to an idea early. 
0082 In addition, an embodiment of the invention may 
accept inputs and updates from other data sources. By import 
ing data from other databases and data sources a professionals 
workload is mitigated and as much automation is introduced 
as possible. Likewise, an embodiment of the invention may 
input data from other databases to import names of law firms 
and other Such information to the tracking records. 
0083 Elements that will be claimed as part of this inven 
tion include future enhancements to the database. In an 
embodiment of the invention a Blog is implemented. The use 
of an weblog (“blog”) is prescribed to assist in monitoring 
development of a given idea. In particular, the use of blogs 
permits a trace to be constructed to prove inventorship and 
dates of innovative additions to an idea. A definitive, unalter 
able time stamp would be provided on a host server, and a 
form of authentication would be required to provide such a 
legal record of who had added any particular enhancement to 
a given idea during its development. The blog would be open 
to a brainstorming group, and would provide the means nec 
essary to determine true inventorship at the time of docket 
filing. 
0084. An embodiment of the invention also facilitates an 
Wiki. The use of an “wiki' can be used to provide a forum for 
definition of the patentable idea. The historical trail of the 
wiki could again be used to ascertain inventorship, and even 
as the idea reaches final form in this semi-private electronic 
setting, the contributions of each “potential inventor” could 
again be checked before docket filing. 
0085. An embodiment of the invention can provide flags 
and alerts regarding which employees have not filed idea 
disclosures in a given time period. Such persons could be 
targeted to develop new ideas or inventions. 
0.086 Inanother embodiment of the invention when inven 
tors fill out the information at the end of the disclosure, this 
information could be used to rate to item when it is sent to the 
patent office In this respect, predictions may be made of when 
office actions and/or issuances might be expected. 
0087. For organizations with master inventor (and analo 
gous) classifications, an embodiment of the invention can 
track whether an individual has met such criteria for master 
inventorship and notification correspondingly may be sent to 
appropriate party for nomination. 
0088 FIG. 19 illustrates input of data sources from an 
internal database(s) and external data source(s) containing 
scheduling data, statistical data, action item data, current 
status data and listing of individuals. 
0089. A representative hardware environment for practic 
ing the embodiments of the invention is depicted in FIG. 20. 
Data is accessed from a data repository source 11 via a data 
connection 12. The data accessed from the data repository is 
then displayed 23. This schematic drawing illustrates a hard 
ware configuration of an information handling/computer sys 
tem in accordance with the embodiments of the invention. 
The system comprises at least one processor or central pro 
cessing unit (CPU) 10. The CPUs 10 are interconnected via 
system bus 12 to various devices such as a random access 
memory (RAM) 14, read-only memory (ROM) 16, and an 
input/output (I/O) adapter 18. The I/O adapter 18 can connect 
to peripheral devices, such as disk units 11 and tape drives 13, 
or other program storage devices that are readable by the 
system. The system can read the inventive instructions on the 
program storage devices and follow these instructions to 
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execute the methodology of the embodiments of the inven 
tion. The system further includes a user interface adapter 19 
that connects a keyboard 15, mouse 17, speaker 24, micro 
phone 22, and/or other user interface devices such as a touch 
screen device (not shown) to the bus 12 to gather user input. 
Additionally, a communication adapter 20 connects the bus 
12 to a data processing network 25, and a display adapter 21 
connects the bus 12 to a display device 23 which may be 
embodied as an output device Such as a monitor, printer, or 
transmitter, for example. 
0090 Some features of the tracking system are not neces 
sarily coded, but rather procedural. A unique codifier is given 
to ideas as they are conceived. These may either feature the 
idea originator's initials followed by a unique number, the 
initials of the person tasked with doing the initial write-up, or 
a three letter identifier associated with the technology focused 
upon in the invention. Again, the question of whose initials 
are used for tracking is less important than the fact that some 
unique identifier is assigned to an idea early. In addition, the 
PT accepts inputs and updates from the existing WPTS data. 
By importing data from WPTS, the inventor's workload is 
mitigated and as much automation is introduced as possible. 
Likewise, the PT draws from the IP&L Control Database to 
import names of law firms and other such information to the 
tracking records. This embodiment of the invention allows for 
synching with other databases and information sources. 
0091. As will be appreciated by one skilled in the art, the 
present invention may be embodied as a system, method or 
computer program product. Accordingly, the present inven 
tion may take the form of an entirely hardware embodimentor 
an embodiment combining Software and hardware aspects 
that may all generally be referred to herein as a “circuit.” 
“module' or “system.” Furthermore, the present invention 
may take the form of a computer program product embodied 
in any tangible medium of expression having computer-us 
able program code embodied in the medium. 
0092 Any combination of one or more computerusable or 
computer readable medium(s) may be utilized. The com 
puter-usable or computer-readable medium may be, for 
example but not limited to, an electronic, magnetic, optical, 
electromagnetic, infrared, or semiconductor system, appara 
tus, device, or propagation medium. More specific examples 
(a non-exhaustive list) of the computer-readable medium 
would include the following: an electrical connection having 
one or more wires, a portable computer diskette, a hard disk, 
a random access memory (RAM), a read-only memory 
(ROM), an erasable programmable read-only memory 
(EPROM or Flash memory), an optical fiber, a portable com 
pact disc read-only memory (CD-ROM), an optical storage 
device, a transmission media such as those Supporting the 
Internet oran intranet, or a magnetic storage device. Note that 
the computer-usable or computer-readable medium could 
even be paper or another suitable medium upon which the 
program is printed, as the program can be electronically cap 
tured, via, for instance, optical scanning of the paper or other 
medium, then compiled, interpreted, or otherwise processed 
in a suitable manner, if necessary, and then stored in a com 
puter memory. In the context of this document, a computer 
usable or computer-readable medium may be any medium 
that can contain, store, communicate, propagate, or transport 
the program for use by or in connection with the instruction 
execution system, apparatus, or device. The computer-usable 
medium may include a propagated data signal with the com 
puter-usable program code embodied therewith, either in 
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baseband or as part of a carrier wave. The computer usable 
program code may be transmitted using any appropriate 
medium, including but not limited to wireless, wireline, opti 
cal fiber cable, RF, etc. 
0093 Computer program code for carrying out operations 
of the present invention may be written in any combination of 
one or more programming languages, including an object 
oriented programming language such as Java, Smalltalk, C++ 
or the like and conventional procedural programming lan 
guages, such as the “C” programming language or similar 
programming languages. The program code may execute 
entirely on the user's computer, partly on the user's computer, 
as a stand-alone software package, partly on the user's com 
puter and partly on a remote computer or entirely on the 
remote computer or server. In the latter scenario, the remote 
computer may be connected to the user's computer through 
any type of network, including a local area network (LAN) or 
a wide area network (WAN), or the connection may be made 
to an external computer (for example, through the Internet 
using an Internet Service Provider). 
0094. The present invention is described below with ref 
erence to flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams of 
methods, apparatus (systems) and computer program prod 
ucts according to embodiments of the invention. It will be 
understood that each block of the flowchart illustrations and/ 
or block diagrams, and combinations of blocks in the flow 
chart illustrations and/or block diagrams, can be imple 
mented by computer program instructions. These computer 
program instructions may be provided to a processor of a 
general purpose computer, special purpose computer, or other 
programmable data processing apparatus to produce a 
machine, such that the instructions, which execute via the 
processor of the computer or other programmable data pro 
cessing apparatus, create means for implementing the func 
tions/acts specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram 
block or blocks. 
0095. These computer program instructions may also be 
stored in a computer-readable medium that can direct a com 
puter or other programmable data processing apparatus to 
function in a particular manner, Such that the instructions 
stored in the computer-readable medium produce an article of 
manufacture including instruction means which implement 
the function/act specified in the flowchart and/or block dia 
gram block or blocks. 
0096. The computer program instructions may also be 
loaded onto a computer or other programmable data process 
ing apparatus to cause a series of operational steps to be 
performed on the computer or other programmable apparatus 
to produce a computer implemented process Such that the 
instructions which execute on the computer or other program 
mable apparatus provide processes for implementing the 
functions/acts specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram 
block or blocks. 

0097. The block diagram in the FIG.20 illustrate the archi 
tecture, functionality, and operation of possible implementa 
tions of systems, methods and computer program products 
according to various embodiments of the present invention. In 
this regard, each block in the flowchart or block diagrams may 
represent a module, segment, or portion of code, which com 
prises one or more executable instructions for implementing 
the specified logical function(s). It should also be noted that, 
in some alternative implementations, the functions noted in 
the block may occur out of the order noted in the figures. For 
example, two blocks shown in Succession may, in fact, be 

Sep. 6, 2012 

executed Substantially concurrently, or the blocks may some 
times be executed in the reverse order, depending upon the 
functionality involved. It will also be noted that each block of 
the block diagrams and/or flowchart illustration, and combi 
nations of blocks in the block diagrams and/or flowchart 
illustration, can be implemented by special purpose hard 
ware-based systems that perform the specified functions or 
acts, or combinations of special purpose hardware and com 
puter instructions. 
(0098. It is to be understood that the provided illustrative 
examples are by no means exhaustive of the many possible 
uses for my disclosure. From the foregoing description, one 
skilled in the art can easily ascertain the essential character 
istics of this disclosure and, without departing from the spirit 
and scope thereof, can make various changes and modifica 
tions of the disclosure to adapt it to various usages and con 
ditions. 
0099. It is to be understood that the present disclosure is 
not limited to the embodiments described above, but encom 
passes any and all embodiments within the scope of the fol 
lowing claims: 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method for displaying information from a database, 

said method comprising: 
accessing a data repository via a data connection; 
displaying data from said data repository with an interface, 

the data including a list of inventor ideas; 
allowing said displayed data to be characterized as Sched 

uling and statistical data; 
receiving a strength parameter and a readiness parameter 

from at least one inventor, the strength parameter repre 
senting an inventor-perceived value to a company of the 
inventor of at least one idea of the inventor ideas, and the 
readiness parameter indicating how close the idea is to 
final form and Submission; and 

moving the idea within the list with a processor, the idea 
moved within the list based on the strength parameter 
and the readiness parameter. 

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising allowing said 
displayed data to be further characterized as: 

an action item to be performed by at least one of the 
inventor and a co-inventor; 

an owner of said action item; 
an assignment of said action item; 
a due date of said action item; 
a current status of an idea Submission; and 
a listing of individuals. 
3. The method of claim 2, further comprising allowing said 

displayed current status data to be further characterized as a 
Stage. 

4. The method of claim 2, further comprising allowing said 
displayed listing of individuals to be further characterized as: 

a number of individual group members; and 
an abstraction Submission. 
5. The method of claim 1, further comprising allowing said 

scheduling data to be further characterized as: 
a listing of reviewers; and 
a date. 
6. The method of claim 1, further comprising allowing said 

displayed statistical data to be further characterized as: 
a responsible executive; 
a date; 
an initiative; 
a topic; 
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a Stage, 
a Submission; and 
a listing of reviewers. 
7. The method of claim 5, wherein said displaying of the 

data includes displaying invention disclosures that are before 
invention evaluation boards on a given month, year, and date, 
the invention evaluation boards including reviewers of inven 
tion disclosures. 

8. The method of claim 7, further including: 
displaying workloads of the invention evaluation boards; 

and 
determining, based on the workloads of the invention 

evaluation boards, whether to perform one of: 
combining a select invention evaluation board with at least 

one additional invention evaluation board to form a 
single invention evaluation board; 

dividing the select invention evaluation board into at least 
two separate invention evaluation boards; and 

increasing a workload of the select invention evaluation 
board. 

9. The method of claim 1, further including: 
flagging at least one employee in the data repository that 

has not filed an invention disclosure within a predeter 
mined time period; and 

sending an alert to a user, the alert indicating that the 
employee has not filed an invention disclosure within the 
predetermined time period. 

10. The method of claim 1, wherein said displaying of the 
data includes displaying outside counsel ratings, the outside 
counsel ratings including: 

ratings of outside counsel firms on technical proficiency 
and expediency, and ratings of individual outside coun 
sel attorneys on technical proficiency and expediency. 

11. The method of claim 1, further including: 
inputting at least one comment into the data repository, the 
comment including at least one of a weblog entry and a 
wiki entry; 

inputting an author into the data repository for each com 
ment; 

inputting a time stamp into the data repository for each 
comment; and 

determining inventorship and a date of innovation for an 
inventor idea based on the comment, the author, and the 
time stamp. 

12. A system for displaying information from a database, 
said system comprising: 

a data repository to store database information, the data 
base information including a list of inventor ideas, 
strength parameters from inventors, and readiness 
parameters from the inventors, 
the strength parameters representing inventor-perceived 

values of the inventor ideas to a company of the inven 
tors, and 

the readiness parameters indicating how close the inven 
tor ideas are to final form and Submission; and 

a data connection from said data repository to an interface, 
said interface operative to display said database informa 

tion as scheduling, statistical, and current status data, 
and 

said interface operative to display the list of inventor ideas, 
wherein at least one idea of the inventor ideas is moved 
within the list with a processor based on the strength 
parameters and the readiness parameters. 
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13. The system of claim 12, wherein said interface is fur 
ther operative to display: 

an action item; and 
a listing of individuals. 
14. The system of claim 13, wherein said interface displays 

invention disclosures that are before invention evaluation 
boards on a given month, year, and date, the invention evalu 
ation boards including reviewers of invention disclosures. 

15. The system of claim 14, wherein said interface displays 
workloads of the invention evaluation boards for determining 
whether to perform one of: 

combining a select invention evaluation board with at least 
one additional invention evaluation board to form a 
single invention evaluation board; 

dividing the select invention evaluation board into at least 
two separate invention evaluation boards; and 

increasing a workload of the select invention evaluation 
board. 

16. The system of claim 12, further including a processor 
for: 

flagging at least one employee in the data repository that 
has not filed an invention disclosure within a predeter 
mined time period; and 

sending an alert to a user, the alert indicating that the 
employee has not filed an invention disclosure within the 
predetermined time period. 

17. The system of claim 12, wherein the database informa 
tion includes outside counsel ratings, the outside counsel 
ratings including: 

ratings of outside counsel firms on technical proficiency 
and expediency, and ratings of individual outside coun 
sel attorneys on technical proficiency and expediency. 

18. The system of claim 12, wherein the database informa 
tion includes at least one comment, the comment including at 
least one of a weblog entry and a wiki entry, an author of each 
comment, and a time stamp of each comment, and 

wherein said system further includes a processor for deter 
mining inventorship and a date of innovation for an 
inventor idea based on the comment, the author, and the 
time stamp. 

19. A non-transitory program storage device readable by a 
machine, tangibly embodying a program of instructions 
executable by the machine to perform a method for displaying 
information from a database, the method comprising: 

accessing a data repository via a data connection; 
displaying data from said data repository with an interface, 

the data including a list of inventor ideas; 
allowing said displayed data to be characterized as a sched 

uling data, statistical data, and action item; 
receiving a strength parameter and a readiness parameter 

from at least one inventor, the strength parameter repre 
senting an inventor-perceived value to a company of the 
inventor of at least one idea of the inventor ideas, and the 
readiness parameter indicating how close the idea is to 
final form and Submission; and 

moving the idea within the list with a processor, the idea 
moved within the list based on the strength parameter 
and the readiness parameter. 

20. The program storage device of claim 19, further includ 
ing: 

displaying invention disclosures that are before invention 
evaluation boards on a given month, year, and date, the 
invention evaluation boards including reviewers of 
invention disclosures; 
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displaying workloads of invention evaluation boards; and 
determining, based on the workloads of the invention 

evaluation boards, whether to perform one of: 
combining a select invention evaluation board with at 

least one additional invention evaluation board to 
form a single invention evaluation board; 
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dividing the select invention evaluation board into at 
least two separate invention evaluation boards; and 

increasing a workload of the select invention evaluation 
board. 


