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To allwhom it mmay concern:

Be it known that I, Flexwy Trexciiaro,
Jr., u citizen of the United States, vesiding
in the borough of Brooklyn of the city of
New York, Kings county, State of New
York, have invented an Improvement in En-
velops. of which the following description,
in connection with the accompanying draw-
ings. 1s a specification, like letters on the
drawings vepresenting like parts.

The present invention relates to-improve-
ments in envelops, and mdre pavticularly to
those in which closuve is effected by means
of a flap having a perforation which regis-
ters with a perforation in the body of the
envelop, the flap being locked in envelop-
closing position by means of a tongue pass-
ing through the perforations.

One embodimefit of my invention is shown
in the drawings which accompany this speci-
fication, and 1 which—

Figure 1 is a rear view of an envelop
showing the flap in open position, and Fig. 2
is a vertical section showing the flap tocked
in closed posttion.

Referring to Ifig. 1,
envelop 1, provided with a closing flap 2,

Jiaving a perforation 3 adapted to register

with a perforation 4 in the back of the en-
velop. To lock the said flap in closed posi-
tion, a tongue 5 may be provided, said
tongue in the present illustration, forming
an integral extension on the back of the
envelop body 1, and being adapted to be in-
serted through the registering perforations
3 and 4 in the manner indicated in Fig. 2.
The free end of the tongue is reinforced
ov stiffened so that it may readily be in-
serted through the slots 3 and 4 without dou-
hling up or becoming inoperative by reason
of its being otherwise deformed. This stiff-
ening or reinforcing of the tongue is ac-
complished by aftixing thereto or otherwise
cmbodying therein, a longitudinal reinfore-

‘ing member or stiffener 6. For convenience

in nserting the tongue or removing it from
the perforations, a projecting ear 7 may be
provided and suitably placed so that it may
readily be taken hold of when the tongue 1s
in flap-locking position. Tn the embodiment
ilustrated in the drawings, the member 7 is
shown as forming the frec end of the rein-
forcing member 6. By thus terminating the
inner end of the reinforcing piece at or near

T have illustrated an -

the hinge of the tongue, that is the portion
of the tongue where it joins the back, this
attaching portion of the tongue 5 is left
flexible so that it may readily be bent back
or doubled ypon itself in the operation of
inserting or removing it.

Fram the foregoing description, it will be .-

clear that a fifip of an envelop of the char-
acter desgribed may be temporarily locked
it closed position by means of the reinfore-
ing tongue, which serves not only to expedite
the bperafions of locking and unlocking, but
also strengthens the locking member so that
it may not easily be broken when in locking
position.

What T claim is: L

1. An envelop comprising a body, a flang -
and a flap locking member haviny a flézible:
portion and a relatively rigid portion, the
said bodyv and flap each being provided with
a perforation adapted to receive the rela-
tively rigid part of the locking member.

9. An envelop comprising a body, a flap:
and a hinged flap locking member flexible at
the hinged end and relatively rigid toward
the free end, said body and flap each being
provided with a perforation adapted to en-
gage the locking member to hold the flap in -
closed position. .

3. An envelop comprising a body,.a flap:
and a flap locking tongue fixed to said body
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and adapted to codperate therewith and

with said flap to close the envelop, said
tongue being formed of the material of the

‘hody and having a reinforced free end.

4. An envelop provided with a flap and a
fastening tongue secured to the back of the
envelop, said back and flap having register-
ing openings through which the tongue may
be inserted, and a reinforcing piece secured .
to the tongue in such relation as to-leave the
attaching end of the tongue flexible and to
lic in both openings when the tongue is in
fastening position. :

5. An envelop provided with a flap and
fastening tongue secured to the back of the
envelop, said back and flap having register-
ing openings through which the tongue may
be inserted, and a reinforcing piece secured
to the tongue to stiffen it. the attaching
portion of the tongue being left without re-
inforcement so as to remain flexible for the
purpose described.

6. An envelop provided with a flap and a
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fastening tongue secured to the back of the
envelop,*said back and flap having register-
ing openings through which the tongue may
inserted, and a reinforcing piece secured

b to the tongue to stiffen it, the inner end of
said reinforcing piece being bent outwardly
to form a projecting ear which leaves a

flexible portion of the tongue to act as a
hinge and at the same time provides a con-
venient means of seizure for inserting and
withdrawing the tongue.
In testimony whereof, I have signed my
name to this specification.
HENRY TRENCHARD, Jr.



