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My present invention relates to the display and adver 
tising art, and more particularly to a novel construction 
of a beer tap handle. 
The principal object of the present invention is to pro 

vide a beer tap handle with an electrically operated display 
device. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide a 
beer tap handle with a movable display device that is 
electrically driven. Y. 
A further object of the present invention is to provide 

an electrically powered beer tap handle that can readily, 
be converted from a rotating to an oscillating display 
device or to a stationery light. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide a 
beer tap handle that is simple in construction and easy 
and economical to manufacture and assemble. 
With the above and other objects and advantageous 

features in view, my invention consists of a novel arrange 
nent of parts, more fully disclosed in the detailed descrip 
tion following, in conjuction with the accompanying draw. 
ings, and more fully described in the appended claims. 

In the drawings, 
FIG. 1 is a vertical section of a beer tap handle embody 

ing my invention; 
FIG. 2 is a section taken along line 2-2 on FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a detailed section of the switch construction; 
FIG. 4 is a front elevation of the switch button; 
FIG. 5 is a section taken along line 5-5 on FIG. 4; and 
FIG. 6 is a view similar to FIG. 1 showing an alterna 

tive form of my invention. 
Because of the competition involved, most beer com 

panies provide bars with fancy tap handles carrying the 
name of the particular brew. These handles are changed 
frequently to attract attention and are made in all ma 
terials in numerous shapes and sizes. The present inven 
tion provides a beer tap handle which is electrically pow 
ered to provide movement or light to attract attention to 
its advertising. The construction is compact, inexpensive, 
and designed to fit into the confines of the tap handle. 

Referring more in detail to the drawings, the beer tap 
handle of the present invention comprises a housing 10 
preferably made of plastic material. The housing 10 is 
illustrated as rectangular in shape. However, it is obvi 
ous that it can be round or any other desired shape. The 
lower end of the housing 10 is provided with an integral 
Shank 11 which has a threaded opening 12 for mounting 
the handle on the beer tap lever 13. 
The housing 10 is provided with a recess 14 extending in 

Wardly to the center from the front of the housing as shown 
in FIG. 2. The upper portion of the recess is narrower 
than the lower portion and is designed to receive a motor 
15. The upper end of the motor 15 is provided with a 
Shank 16 extending through an opening in the housing. A 
rotatable shaft 17 extend from the shank 16. An advertis 
ing legend or symbol may be applied to a member 18 
which is frictionally mounted on the shaft 17 and rotatable 
therewith. A protective frame 19 is mounted in the 
housing 10 and extends around the rotatable member 18. 
The frame 19 forms a manually engageable handle for 
operating the tap lever. If desired, a clear plastic bubble 
may be used to completely enclose the rotatable member 
8. 
Beneath the motor 15, the recess 14 widens to receive a 

pair of horizontally disposed batteries 20 and 21 in con 

posite directions. 
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tiguous relation with their ends disposed in series in op 

I now provide a U-shaped cover mem 
ber 22 having side arms terminating in angular portions 
23 which snap into notches in the housing to hold the 
cover in place. The cover 22 is provided with an inte 
gral extending portion 24 which extends into the recess 
14 and abuts the motor 15 and batteries 20 and 21 to hold 
them in place. 

Electrical connections are provided by conductive strips 
of metal molded into the plastic housing 10. A strip 25 
contacts one side of the motor and the left end of the upper 
battery 20. A strip 26 contacts the right end of the lower 
battery 21 and a strip 27 contacts the right side of the 
motor 15. The circuit is thus controlled by a sliding 
switch such as shown in FIGS. 3, 4 and 5. The housing 
10 is provided with an undercut groove 28. The ends of 
the strips 26 and 27 terminate in spaced relation in the 
groove 28. A sliding button 29 is mounted in the groove 
28 and has a conductive strip 30 at its bottom slidable over 
the ends of the strips 26 and 27. In the position shown 
in FIGS. 3 and 4, the strip 30 contacts both ends 26 and 
27 and closes the circuit. If the button 29 be moved up 
wardly until the detent 31 enters the recess 32, the circuit 
is cut off. 

With the current on, the motor 15 rotates the advertis 
ing member 18. The batteries last approximately 6 
months before replacement is needed. The rotation is 
about 4 to 6 (r.p.m. If desired, an oscillating motor may 
be provided, oscillating at about 10 per minute. In addi 
tion to a button, a small light may also be mounted in 
the housing 10. For longer life, the motor 15 may be a 
conventional A.C., 110 V. motor. In such case, the bat 
teries 20 and 21 are replaced by an electrical cord lead 
Wire to a wall socket. 

In the form shown in FIG. 6, the housing 10, recess 14, 
cover 22, and batteries 20 and 21 are the same as in FIG. 
1. However, the motor 15 is now replaced by a socket 
member 33 carrying a bulb 34. The advertising com 
prises a member 35 made of milk plastic which glows 
with the light and exposes any insignia or advertising em 
bedded in it. It is provided with a shank 36 at the bottom 
end which enters the housing above the bulb 34. The 
bulb 34 may provide a steady light, or the socket member 
33 may be designed to flash or wink the light at a pre 
determined rate. 

By making the socket member 33 of the same size and 
shape as the motor 15, the parts can be readily inter 
charged and the advertising message and device can be 
regularly altered without much cost. The device thus 
provides a beer tap handle with an electrically powered 
advertising device of simple construction and operation. 
Rotation or oscillation and lighting may be provided in 
terchangeably or in any desired combination. 

Other advantages of the present invention will be readily 
aparent to a person skilled in the art. 

I claim: 
1. A beer tap handle comprising a plastic housing hav 

ing a threaded shank for mounting on a beer tap lever, a 
hand operated protective frame mounted above said hous 
ing for operating said lever, said housing having a recess, 
a source of electrical power in said recess, and an adver 
tising member mounted above said housing and within said 
frame, said advertising member being activated by the 
electrical power in said recess, said electrical power includ 
ing a rotating motor driven by dry cell batteries, said 
motor rotating said advertising member. 

2. A beer tap handle comprising a plastic housing hav 
ing a threaded shank for mounting on a beer tap lever, a 
hand operated protective frame mounted above said hous 
ing for operating said lever, said housing having a recess, 
a Source of electrical power in said recess, a cover for 
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said housing having an integral portion extending into 
said recess to hold said source of electrical power, and an 
advertising member mounted above said housing and 
within said frame, said advertising member being activated 
by said electrical power in said recess, said electrical 
power including a rotating motor driven by dry cell bat 
teries, said motor rotating said advertising member. 

3. A beer tap handle comprising a plastic housing hav 
ing a threaded shank for mounting on a beer tap lever, a 
hand operated protective frame mounted above said hous 
ing for operating said lever, said housing having a recess, 
a source of electrical power in said recess, and an adver 
tising member mounted above said housing and within 
said frame, said advertising member being activated by 
the electrical power in said recess, said electrical power 
including an oscillating motor driven by dry cell batteries, 
said motor oscillating said advertising member. 

4. A beer tap handle comprising a plastic housing hav 
ing a threaded shank for mounting on a beer tap lever, a - 
hand operated protective frame mounted above said hous 
ing for operating said lever, said housing having a recess, 
a source of electrical power in said recess, a cover for said 
housing having an integral portion extending into said 
recess to hold said source of electrical power, and an 

O 

4. 
within said frame, said advertising member being activated 
by said electrical power in said recess, said electrical power 
including an oscillating motor driven by dry cell batteries, 
said motor oscillating said advertising member. 
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