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The present invention relates to a holder for a sup 
porting leg. More particularly, the present invention 
relates to a holder for mounting a leg on the underside 
of a sink or the like. 

In commercial sinks and other similar commercial 
constructions such as food tables, food lockers, and 
cabinets, the component parts thereof are normally fab 
ricated of metal. The supporting legs for these articles 
which are also formed of tubular metal are usually se 
cured to a holder of some form that is welded or riveted 
to the underside of the article at a corner thereof. Prior 
to the instant invention, the supporting legs were telescopi 
cally received within a holder and were securely fixed 
therein by a set screw or the like. Although this type 
of leg construction was structurally satisfactory the set 
Screw had a tendency to loosen which resulted in the leg 
moving within the holder. Moreover, the opening through 
which the set screw extended provided access for vermin 
and bacteria which tended to accumulate within the tubu 
lar leg. The set screw construction further detracted 
from the appearance of the assembly and contrasted with 
the clean lines normally associated with modern food 
equipment. 
The present invention avoids the inherent defects in 

the prior known leg holder devices and includes a modern 
appearing tubular body member or housing that is se 
cured directly to the underside of the sink or the like. 
Positioned within the housing is a gripping member that 
is formed with a plurality of gripping spring fingers be 
tween which the tubular support leg extends. The spring 
fingers frictionally engage the support leg and act to 
firmly retain it in the position of use thereof. Since there 
are no additional external securing means employed, a 
clean modern design is produced that is not only sanitary 
in that it is vermin and bacteria proof, but that further 
complements the modern appearance of the complete 
article. 

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to 
provide a leg holder for a sink or the like that includes 
means for frictionally mounting a supporting leg therein. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a holder 
or Support for Securing a leg to the underside of a sink 
or the like wherein all external fastening elements are 
eliminated. 

Still another object is to provide a leg holder that in 
cludes an internal gripping member, the internal gripping 
member being formed with a split sleeve having locating 
flanges joined thereto, and resilient mounting fingers de 
pending therefrom. 

Still another object is to provide a leg holder for a sink 
or the like that includes a bell-shaped housing in which 
a gripping member is positioned for frictionally retaining 
the leg in position therein. 

Other objects, features and advantages of the invention 
will become apparent as the description thereof proceeds 
when considered in connection with the accompanying 
illustrative drawings. 

In the drawings which illustrate the best mode present 
ly contemplated for carrying out the present invention: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a metal sink to the 
underside of which the leg holders embodied in the 
present invention are secured. 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged elevational view of the leg holder 
embodied herein showing the attachment of the tubular 
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housing thereof to the underside of a leg and further 
showing a portion of a support leg projecting from said 
housing. 

FIG. 3 is a vertical sectional view taken along lines 
3-3 in FIG, 2. 

FIG. 4 is a sectional view taken along lines 4-4 in 
FIG. 3. 

FIG. 5 is a sectional view taken along lines 5-5 in 
FIG. 3; and 
FIG. 6 is a perspective of the gripping member that 

is positioned within the tubular housing of the leg holder. 
Although the leg holder embodied herein is intended 

for use with a metallic sink or similar article, it is under 
stood, that the use thereof is not limited to sinks nor to 
articles fabricated of only metallic materials. 

Referring now to the drawings and particularly to 
FIG. 1, one form of a commercial sink construction is 
illustrated and is generally indicated at 10. The sink 10 
is normally fabricated of galvanized steel, although other 
materials may be utilized, and includes a compartment 
12 to which a back splash wall 14 is secured, the back 
splash wall 14 defining a part of the compartment 12. 
A drainboard 6 is joined to the compartment 12 and 
backsplash wall 14 and is supported in position by an 
arm. 18. Secured to the underside of the compartment 
12 at the corners thereof are leg holders generally indi 
cated 20 one of which will be described in detail here 
inafter. Projecting downwardly from each leg holder 
20 and secured therein is a leg 22 on the lowermost end 
of which are mounted adjustable feet 24, which form 
no part of the present invention. 

Referring to FIGS. 3-6, the leg holder 20 is illustrated 
in detail and as shown includes a tubular metallic body 
portion or housing 26 that is substantially bell shaped 
in configuration. The bell-shaped tubular housing 26 is 
defined by an upper portion 28 that terminates at the 
upper edge thereof in an out turned rim 30, the rim 30 
being welded directly to the bottom wall of the compart 
ment 12 at a corner thereof. Joined integrally to the 
upper portion 28 is a lower portion 32 that is reduced 
in diameter with respect thereto and that terminates at 
the lower end thereof in an inturned lip 34. 

Located within the housing 26 is a gripping member 
generally indicated at 36 and that is more clearly illus 
trated in FIG. 6. The gripping member 36 is formed in 
a one piece construction of spring metal and includes a 
sleeve 38 that is split to define adjacent edges 40 and 42. 
In order to centrally locate the gripping member 36 with 
in the housing 26 and to frictionally retain it within the 
upper portion 28 thereof, a plurality of L-shaped flanges 
44 are provided and are secured to the sleeve 38. The 
outwardly extending portion of each flange 44 projects 
radially with respect to the sleeve 38 and engages the 
inner surface of the upper portion 28 to centrally locate 
the sleeve 38 therein. Since the sleeve 38 is split, there 
is a flexing movement thereof when the gripping member 
is inserted into the housing 26 and the flanges 44 are 
pushed inwardly along the inner surface of the upper 
portion 28. The gripping member 36 is thus frictionally 
secured in position within the housing 20, and as will be 
described, this frictional engagement is supplemented by 
an additional frictional securement of a plurality of 
spring fingers 46 with the leg 22. 
The spring fingers 46 are integrally joined to the split 

sleeve 38 and depend therefrom in spaced relation. Each 
of the spring fingers 46 has an outwardly formed sec 
tion 48 that engages the inner surface of the lower por 
tion 32 of the housing 26, and inwardly projecting por 
tions 50 and 52 that are adapted to engage the outer 
surface of the tubular leg 22 in frictional engagement 
therewith. It is seen that when the leg 22 is assembled 
with the leg holder 20, the inwardly projecting portions 
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50, 52 of each spring finger bears thereagainst in fric 
tional engagement while the outwardly formed section 
48 of each spring finger frictionally engages the lower 
portion 32 of the housing 26. The spring fingers 46 
thus cooperate with the flanges 44 to secure the gripping 
member 36 within the holder 20 and further cooperate 
with the sleeve 38 to secure the leg 22 in engagement 
therewith. - 

In assembling the holder 20, the gripping member is 
located within the housing 26 and the outturned rim 30 
is then welded to the bottom wall of the compartment. 
The tubular leg 22 is next inserted in the housing 26 
and is forced inwardly therein. The spring fingers 46 
are sufficiently flexible to enable the tubular leg to be 
assembled in the housing 26 but as the tubular leg is 
driven upwardly to the position as shown in FIG. 3, the 
spring fingers will tightly engage the leg 22 to secure 
it in the position of use thereof. 
The assembled leg holder is completely sanitary, being 

vermin and bacteria proof since there are no openings 
in the housing wall for receiving adjustive screws or the 
like. In this connection, the inturned lip 34 of the 
lower housing portion 32 that is proportioned to slidably 
receive the leg 22 therebetween, further prevents access 
of vermin to the interior of the leg holder. It is more 
over seen, that the clean appearing design of the leg 
complements the modern design of the sink construction 
to which it is secured. 

While there is shown and described herein certain 
specific structure embodying the invention, it will be 
manifest to those skilled in the art that various modifica 
tions and rearrangements of the parts may be made with 
out departing from the spirit and scope of the underlying 
inventive concept and that the same is not limited to 
the particular form herein shown and described except 
insofar as indicated by the scope of the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 

4. 
1. In a holder for securing a leg to the underside of 

a sink or the like, a bell-shaped tubular housing the 
larger end of which is fixed to the underside of said sink 
at a corner thereof, a gripping member positioned within 
said housing and including a split sleeve that is located 
within the larger portions thereof, a plurality of spacer 
elements joined to said sleeve and being defined by 
radially extending flanges that engage the inside surface 
of said housing for centrally locating said gripping mem 
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ber therein, and a plurality of spring fingers joined to 
said sleeve and depending therefrom, said leg extending 
between said fingers and through said split sleeve and 
being frictionally retained in said housing by the engage 
ment of said spring fingers therewith. 

2. In a holder for a supporting leg, a tubular housing 
having an upper portion and a lower portion, said lower 
portion being reduced in diameter with respect to that 
of said upper portion, a gripping member positioned in 
said tubular housing and including a split sleeve located in 
said upper portion and having a plurality of radially 
extending spaced flanges formed thereon, a plurality of 
spring fingers joined to said split sleeve and depending 
therefrom, said spring fingers being located in said lower 
portion and being urged inwardly due to the reduced 
diameter thereof, said supporting leg extending between 
said spring fingers and through said split sleeve and 
being firmly retained within said housing by the frictional 
engagement of said spring fingers therewith. 
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