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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JAMES H. GERRY, OF BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS.

IMPROVEMENT IN MUSIC-LEAF TURNERS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 189,141, dated May 20, 1873 ; application filed
March 15, 1873.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES H. GERRY, of
Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State of
Massachusetts, have invented an Improved
Music-Leaf Turner, of which the following is
a specification: _

Tigure 1 is a front elevation of my improved
leaf-turner. TFig. 2 is a perspective view of
the same, seen from a plane about midway be-

“tween theupper and lower front edges thereof.
Fig. 3 is a vertical transverse section of the
same; Mig. 4, asectional side view of oneof the

- folding arms; Fig. b, a sectional edge view

thereof; Fig. 6, a side view of the slide and

Iever for holding and disengaging the folding

arms; and Fig. 7, a vertical transverse section

- thereof on the line C C, Fig. 6.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

This invention relates to a new mechanism
for turning the leaves of music on pianos and
other musical instruments, or music-holders, by
the action of a trigger or key; and consists
principally in a novel method of applying the
springs to the folding arms or wires, so that
the same will be moved by such spring-power
as soon as they are disengaged from the retain-
ing-shoulder. The folding arms or wires are
pivoted to the music-rack or board, their piv-
ots being pieces of wire or rods that are at one
end rigidly secured tosaid rack. When swing-
ing one of the folding arms or wires toward
the right, its spring-pivot is twisted and the
spring-power thereby called into effect. As
soon as the folder is disengaged from this po-
sition, the spring will cause it to be violently
and rapidly sprung to the left and to fold the
page of the book or sheet-music. My inven-
tion also consists in providing a curved wire
or track as a guide for the folding arms in such
manner that on said track or curved wire, the
arms will be moved from a nearly vertical or
outwardly inclined position, by which they hold
the leaves open, into a nearly horizontal posi-
tion, after having folded the leaves over to the
lett, they being in the latter position clear of
the leaves that have been folded over by them.
My invention further consists in preparing on
the aforementioned supporting board or rack,
a projecting lug or ear on which a slide, which
carries the disengaging lever and the locking-

shoulder for the folding-arms, is contained.
This slide can be set further iu or out to suit
thinner or thicker books, and serves on its
shoulder to receive and hold in position the
arms while the same are upright or inclined.-

"When, then, theleverisdepresseditdisengages

the front folder, and allows it to be swuug
toward the left; but it will not interfere with
the position of the others except to ailow them
to nearer approach the retaining-shoulder.

In the accompanying drawing, the letter A’
represents a supporting-rack or board placed
upon & piano or other instrument or music-
holder of suitable construction. B is arodor
wire for holding the music in place against the
faee of the rack, and is at its lower end rigid-
ly secured to a projecting portion of the rack,
A, and its upper end held in place by aspring-
cateh, a.  From out of this spring-catch it can
be swung and its upper end moved off the face
of the rack to allow the convenient insertion
and removal of the music. Being secured at
its lower end it springs readily back into its
locked position as soun as the music has been -
put in place or removed. C C arethe folding
arms or wires for turning the music, each of
which is pivoted within a segmental holder or
slotted plate, D, which holder or plate is by an
upright wire, b, pivoted to the face of the rack.
A, or the wires O and b may be made in con-
tinnous pieces. One end of this wire b is
firmly secured to the face of the rack, or to a
snitable projection therefrom, and itsother end
is loosely fitted through a perforated project-
ing plate, b, of said rack, When, theretore,
the plate D of thisarm C is folded toward the
right, and then locked by means hereinafter
described, the wire b will be twisted and will -
exert a spring-power which will readily carry
the plate D and folder C over toward the lett
again as soon as such plate is released from
the retaining devices. To the face of the rack
A, beneath the lower edge of the music-sheet
thereon supported, is firmly fixed a curved
wire or track B, Xach of the folders C hasa
loop or eye, ¢, formed on it, which loop or eye
embraces the wire E, or enters the track B, if
a track instead of a wire is provided. The
curve of this wire or track E is of such a na-
ture that its lower end at the left-hand side is
nearly on a level with the inner ends of the
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folder G, while its upper end on the right hand
side is above and atan angle toward the right
to and forward of said inner ends of the folders.
By this wire or track, therefore, the folders
will be carried into the two positions shown in
Fig. 1. That is to say, when the plate D is
swung to theright, its folder C will be carried
to the right with it, and at the same time
swung by their connection with the track E
into the inclined position indicated by dotted
lines in Tig. 1. When, howerver, the plate D
is swung to the left by the spring-power here-
inbefore alluded to, it will also carry its folder
C toward theleft with it ; but said folder will,
on the track I, be guided from the upright
into a nearly horizontal position, indicated by
full lines in Fig. 1. In the latter position, the
folder will be out of the way of the music,
being entirely beneath the same. Bach plate
D has a projecting arm, £, which, when the
plate is swang to the right, fits ander the
shoualder g of a slide, T, that is carried on a lug,
I, projecting from the face ot the rack. The
slide If can be moved further away or nearer.
to the face of the rack, and locked in any de-
sired position by means of a thumb-screw, 1,
so that its shoulder-g will be in the requisite
position to hold the folders for thick or thin-
ner books. G is a lever pivoted to the front
end of the slide F, and held to it by means of
a spring, j.  This lever is V-shaped, as indi-

cated in I'ig. 6, its lower horizontal arm being

t= 2}

shown by dotted lines in the said figure. The
end of this lower arm of the lever G extends
slightly behind the shoulder ¢, so that when
said lever G is depressed, it will foree the fur-
thermost plate D down from off said shoulder
¢, and release the spring by which the same is
carried toward the lett. When a series of
plates, D, are swung to the right, the one fur-
thest in front of them will e in contact with
the shoulder g, and when the lever is depress-
ed it will only release said foremost plate D
trom the shoulder, and not the others, of which
the one then farthest forward will subsequent-
Iy come in contact with the shoulder .

What is here claimed, and desired to be
secured by Letters Patent, is—

1. The folder O, connected with the vibrat-
ing plate D, and combined with the gnide-wire
or track I, substantially as described.

2. The vibrating plate D of a music-leaf
turner, when connected with the spring-pivot
b of an independently-moving folder C, and
with the projecting arm f, as specitied.

3. The adjustable slide F, carrying a lever,
G, and the shoulder G, when applied to operate
in combination with the folders of a music-
leaf turner, as described.

JAMES H. GERRY.

" Witnesses:
LEONIDAS MURRAY,
WiLL1aM H. BoweN.



