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This invention relates to new and improved 
arrow nockS. 

Objects of the invention include the proVision 
of a new and improved nock constructed and ar 
ranged to provide a comfortable finger grip 
which will not Squeeze the fingers as in the co 
ventional nock, so that Sore fingers are obviated 
in archery and a smoother release and greater 
accuracy result; the provision of an improved 
nock providing a more Secure finger grip thereon. 
and which allows quicker nocking on the bow 
string while at the same time providing against 
accidental slipping of the arrow, said nock feel 
ing and actually being more Securely held than 
those of the prior art and therefore again in 
creasing accuracy; and the provision of a new 
arrow nock having a tip indicating the position 
of the cock feather, Said tip being SO arranged aS 
to be quickly and easily recognized both visually 
and tactilely, so that the cock feather is more 
easily and quickly found than in prior art arrows. 
Other objects and advantages of the invention 

will appear hereinafter. - - - 

Reference is to be had to the accompanying 
drawing in Which 

Fig. 1 is an enlarged view in side elevation of 
an arrow nock according to my invention; 

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the nock of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 3 illustrates the nock in place on the 

arrow; and 
Fig. 4 illustrates the nock in use; 
Fig. 5 is a side elevation of a modified form 

of the invention; 
Fig. 6 is a top view of the nock of Fig. 5. 
As seen in Figures 1 and 2, the new and in 

proved arrow nock comprises a cylindrical body 
portion having a depression f2 for receiving 
the feather end of one arrow shaft 4. The Op 
posite end of the nock provides the novel.00n 
Stration of the nock herein disclosed. 
The sides of the nock in the area of the fingers 

of the archer are made substantially flat and gen 
erally parallel See 6 and 8. However, it is 
preferred that the opposite flat Sides should be 
curved to diverge forwardly to merge into the 
outline of the cylindrical body portion, see 29, 
both for appearance and to form a flat trough 
or channel for the fingers. Henlee the flat sides 
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described are actually identations formed atop- - 
posite sides of the cylindrieal body portion, and 
it is to be understood that the sides need not be 
flat, but preferably they should have a portion 
Wherein they are substantially parallel as at the 
thinnest Section of the nock. In the nock illus 
trated, the sides are in curved diverging planes. 
As shown in Fig. 4, the archer's fingers 
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straddle the nock adjacent the closest approach 
of the sides 6 and fa and these sides give the 
fingerS comfortable surfaces of relatively large 
extent instead of rounded surfaces as in the 
conventional nock. Hence the fingers are not 
Squeezed against an unnaturally shaped surface 
as the bow is bent but merely grip the flat sides 
6 and 8 to a greater degree, and it will be clear 

that the present nock will not cause sore fingers 
regardleSS of the pressure exerted. EqLay 
clearly the fingers will be allowed to provide a 
Smoother release and this results in greater ac 
curacy, as the Smoothness of the release is the 
Secret of good shooting. W 
The sides 6 and 8 also diverge at points 24, 

25 to provide gripping Surfaces for the fingers. 
This construction results in flared ends forming 
a Wider element in the aature of a finger Stop, 
this element preventing slipping of the arrow 
and resulting in keeping the arrow on the String 
Singly at all-times. Eience perfect control of 
the arrow is achieved and accidental release or 
other malfunction is rendered extremely un 
likely. Obviously the flared ends enhance the 
Smoothness of release due to better control and 
a greater feeling of Security and grip. Also, the 
arrow is capable of quicker and more accurate 
nocking, as the archer need not make an effort 
to grip the nock in the right manner, this being 
Substantially automatic. 
The lower surface of the nock is relieved at 28, 

thus avoiding interference with the bow, and in 
this region of the nock the opposite surface is 
curved upwardly as at 30, the string notch being 
located centrally of the arrow and between the 
tip 30 and surface 28. The curved tip is located 
in line with the cock feather 32, and may be 
formed by a depression 34. The curved tip pro 
vides an easily seen and felt indicator for locat 
ing the cock feather, and in combination. With 
the flat sides 6 and 8 achieves a construction 
providing for instant correct holding of the nock 
without thought or care. 

It will be apparent from the above description 
and disclosure that this, invention presents a 
great improvement over conventional nocks 
which tend to roll in the fingers and which are 
made so that the fingers, tend to slide from the 
narrow rear ends thereof. Also, the usual 
squeezing of the fingers against the convex sides 
of the known nocks is avoided, and the flat Slim 
end and body of the present invention permits 
the Smoothest release possible, a smooth release 
being the sine qua, non of good archery. The 
flared ends provide for perfect control at all 
times and there is never any need to search for 
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the cock feather due to the flat sides and curved 
tip. 
A different form of arrow nock is illustrated in 

Figures 5 and 6 wherein the body O is substan 
tially the same, and the finger grip side surfaces 
are similar to those described. However, the end 
of the nock is here shown as symmertical, the sur 
faces 36 and 38 being formed on similar curves, 
instead of having the upper or cock feather indi 
cating Surface extending upwards. A tail rudder 
like element 40 acts as the indicator in Figures 5. 
and 6 and is capable of being seen or felt just the 
Same as the part 30 and for the same reasons. 

In addition, the flared end at 38, Fig. 6, is more 
pronounced, and in Fig. 5 it is disclosed how the 
name and registration number of the owner are 
provided for, as well as the number of the arrow, 
for easy and quick identification. 
Having thus described my invention and the 

advantages thereof, I do not wish to be limited to 
the details herein disclosed, otherwise than as set 
forth in the claims, but what I claim is: 

1. An arrow nock having lateral depressions for 
accommodating the fingers, said depressions 
forming therebetween a substantially reduced 
finger grip portion, and a projection between the 
depressions alined with the cock feather, said pro 
jection being in a position to be engaged manu 
ally when the arrow is ready to be projected. 

2. An arrow nock having a bow string notch at 
one end thereof, and a finger gripping portion 
adjacent the notched end, the finger gripping 
portion being in the form of a depressed part ex 
tending lengthwise of the nock, and merging into 
the body of the nock at one end, and into the 
notched rear end at the other, a portion at least 
of said depressed part being flattened transversely 
of the notch. 

3. An arrow nock having a bow string notch at 
One end thereof, and a finger gripping portion 
adjacent the notched end, the finger gripping por 
tion being in the form of a depressed part extend 
ing lengthwise of the nock, and merging into the 
body of the nock at one end, and into the notched 
rear end at the other, a portion at least of said de 
pressed part being flattened transversely of the 
notch, said nock being enlarged at the notched 
end to provide a finger stop at the termination of 
the finger gripping portion. - - - - 

4. An arrow nock having a generally cylindrical 
shape with a reduced end, lateral depressions ap 
pearing in the nock adjacent the reduced end 
thereof, said depressions presenting a reduced 
finger hold, a projection at the rear end of the 
nock to indicate the cock feather, said depressions 
forming finger abutments at the Small end of the 
nock when the bow string is retracted to project 
the arrow. 

5. An arrow nock having its trailing end re 
duced, a notch in the reduced end, a radial projec 
tion extending outwardly from said reduced end, a 
finger hold forwardly of the reduced end, said 
projection lying in position to be engaged by the 
thumb when the fingers are in place on the finger 
hold and in position to indicate the position of 
the cock feather. 

... 6. An arrow nock having a pair of oppositely 
disposed concave depressions adjacent the trail 
ing end thereof forming a finger hold, said de 
pressions extending lengthwise of the nock and 
merging into the trailing end to form a finger 
Stop, and being flattened transversely to prevent 
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bow string will tend to press the fingers inwardly 
against the finger hold as the boW is bent, 

7. In an arrow having a cock feather and a, 
nock, a reduced portion. On the nock and a gen-r 
erally radial projection on the reduced portion, 
said projection being allined with the cock feather 
and in position to be engaged by the thumb when 
the arrow is about to be projected. 

8. An arrow having a cock feather and a nock, 
said nock having oppositely disposed depressed 
finger grip portions extending lengthwise of the 
nock and merging at their ends with the nock, 
portions at least of said depressions being flat 

...tened transversely to prevent accidental rotation 
15 of the arrow, said flattened portions lying on op ' posite sides of the plane of the cock feather and 
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being substantially parallel therewith. 
9. An arrow as recited-in claim 8, including a 

projection to the rear of said reduced portion, said 
projection being allined with the cock feather and 
in position to be engaged by the thumb when the 
arrow is about to be projected. 

10. An arrow as recited in claim 8 including a 
widened part to the rear of the reduced flat por 
tion, the latter being a finger hold and the wid 
ened part acting as a finger stop. 

11. An arrow as recited in claim 8 including a 
flaring rear end on the nock, a projection on the 
flaring end in line with the cock feather and en 
gaged by the thumb. When the arrow is about to be 
loosed, and a transverse notch below the pro 
jection. 

12. An arrow nock comprising an elongated 
solid body, having an arrow receiving portion at 
one end and a bow string notch at the other, said 
body being reduced at opposite sides for a sub 
stantial portion of its length from the notch to 
ward the hollow end, forming a relatively thin 
finger grip portion transverse to the notch and in 
advance thereof, said reduced portions being sym 
metrically located on opposite sides of the lon 
gitudinal axis of the nock, and being flattened 
transversely for at least a portion thereof, where 
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accidental rotation of the nock, and a bow string 
notch at the trailing end and extending into the 
depressions forming the finger hold, so that the 75 

by corresponding lines in the respective flattened 
portions on opposite sides of the central axis and 
normal thereto are straight and parallel to each 
other, said flattened portion preventing accidental 
rotation of the nock. 

13. The nock of claim 12 including a projection 
in alinement. with the cock feather of the arrow, 
said projection being in position to be engaged by 
the thumb of the archer as the arrow is about to 
be loosed. 

v. KENNETH. D. RICHARDS. 

REFERENCES CITED 
The following references are of record in the 

file of this patent: 
UNITED STATES PATENTS 

Number Name Date 
1,328,967 Reaben ------------ Jan. 27, 1920 
1,542,159 Maxwell ------------ June 16, 1925 
2,245,187 Donash ---------- June 10, 1941 

FOREIGN PATENTS 

Number Country Date 
- 172 Great Britain ------------- 1886 

OTHER REFERENCES 

“Archery,' by Longman and Walrond, published 
in London by Longmans, Green, and Co., page 77, 
Fig. 64, 1894. 


