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(57) Abstract: A system, method, and computer program product
allows a web service consumer to create an example query which
illustrates the web service desired. The example query is compared,
element by element, to potentially relevant web services. The dif-
ference between each element in the example query and any ele-
ment in the web service being compared is quantified as a distance
metric, based on the relationship between the elements. The re-
lationships might be classified as: exact match, direct synonym,
fuzzy synonym, hyponym, hypernym, or no match. The distance
metric for each element in the example query is summed to calcu-
late a total distance between the example query and the web ser-
vice being compared. This sum is an expression of the difference
between the example query and the web service being compared.
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