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DISPOSABLE CONTAINER COVER WITH ELASTIC REPLACEMENT

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION

[0001] This application is related to, and claims the priority benefit of, U.S.

5 Provisional Patent Application No. 60/478,702, filed June 13, 2003.

FIELD OF THE DISCLOSURE

[0002] The present disclosure generally relates to disposable container
covers. More particularly, the present disclosure relates to disposable container

10  covers having elastic sealing apparatus.

BACKGROUND OF THE DISCLOSURE

[0003] Disposable container covers capable of covering containers of

various sizes and shapes have been in use for many years. Such covers typically

15  include a plastic film, such as polyethylene, provided in sufficient dimension to
ovetlie the container opening. The film then employs surface tension or elastic bands
to secure the film to the container, such as with Saran® wrap or Quick Covers®,
respectively, both being products of the present assignee, with the latter having an
elastic band sewn directly to the film around its perimeter. The elastic band bordering

20 the film is attached in such a manner that tension is created on the film, thereby
creating a hollow enclosure with an expandable opening for placing atop and around

containers of various sizes and shapes.

[0004] Use of such container covers is common for both perishable and
nonperishable items. While these covers are beneficial in many respects, they are not

25  without room for improvement. A common problem with existing container covers is
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the lack of an effective seal between the cover and the container. This is especially
problematic with regard to food storage. First, depending on the size of the container
cover relative to the container, the conventional container covers described above are
vulnerable to slippage and inadvertent removal from the container. Any attempt at
preserving freshness or pfotecting the contents of the container from exposure to
various elements is futile where the container cover does not actually cover the

container, but instead, slips off the container.

[0005] Even when such conventional covers remain appropriately
positioned on a container, their sealing capabilities are limited. More specifically,
given the limited constriction afforded by elastic bands, the susceptibility of films to
lose surface tension, and/or the irregular shapes of the containers being sealed, air and
moisture can flow relatively freely in and out of containers covered with conventional
container covers. Consequently, where a substantial or hermetic seal is desired, as
opposed to where air or moisture ventilation is desired, the goal of preserving the
freshness of perishable items is less likely to be realized with conventional disposable

COvers.

[0006] An additional problem with conventional container covers relates to
manufacturing. Specifically, conventional container covers, as described above,
require the slow, labor intensive manufacturing step of manually sewing an elastic
band to the periphery of the film. These covers do not readily lend themselves to
high-speed automated manufacturing, in turn, driving up the cost and time of

manufacturing conventional container covers.
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SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE

[0007] In accordance with one aspect of the disclosure, a container cover is
provided which comprises a flexible film having an elastic film attached at the
periphery of the flexible film. In accordance with another aspect of the disclosure, a
container cover is provided which comprises flexible pull tabs, positioned to allow for
easy removal of the container cover from atop a container. In accordance with yet
additional aspects of the disclosure, container covers are provided wherein a foam or
thinsulate material is bonded to the flexible film, providing a means maintaining the

temperature of the container's contents.

[0008] Further provided by the present disclosure is a disposable container
liner comprised of a flexible film having an elastic film attached at the periphery of

the flexible film.

[0009] These and other aspects and features of the disclosure will become
more apparent from the following detailed description when taken in conjunction with

the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0010] FIG. 1A is a plan view of a round-shaped flexible film for
construction of a container cover in accordance with the teachings of the present

disclosure;

[0011] FIG. 1B is a plan view of a round-shaped elastic film for use in
combination with the flexible film of FIG. 1A in constructing a container cover in

accordance with the teachings of the present disclosure;
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[0012] FIG. 1C is a bottom view of a round container cover
constructed from the flexible and elastic films of FIGS. 1A and 1B, depicted in a

relaxed state;

[0013] FIG. 1D is a plan view of a typical round container utilizing a
container cover constructed in accordance with the teachings of the present

disclosure;

[0014] FIG. 2A is a plan view of a rectangular-shaped flexible film for
construction of a container cover in accordance with the teachings of the present

disclosure;

[0015] FIG. 2B is a plan view of a rectangular-shaped elastic film for
use in combination with the flexible film of FIG. 2A in constructing a container cover

in accordance with the teachings of the present disclosure;

[0016] FIG. 2C is a bottom view of a rectangular container cover
constructed from the flexible and elastic films of FIGS. 2A and 2B, depicted in a

relaxed state;

[0017] FIG. 2D is a plan view of a rectangular container utilizing a
container cover constructed in accordance with the teachings of the present

disclosure;

[0018] FIG. 3A is a plan view of a round-shaped flexible film provided
with pull tabs for construction of a container cover in accordance with the teachings

of the present disclosure;
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[0019] FIG. 3B is a plan view of a round-shaped elastic film for use in
combination with the flexible film of FIG. 3A in constructing a container cover

having pull tabs in accordance with the teachings of the present disclosure;

[0020] FIG. 3C is a bottom view of a round container cover having
pull tabs and constructed from the flexible and elastic films of FIGS. 3A and 3B,

depicted in a relaxed state;

[0021] FIG. 3D is a plan view of a typical round container utilizing a
container cover having pull tabs and constructed in accordance with the teachings of

the present disclosure;

[0022] FIG. 4 is a plan view of a typical round container utilizing a
container cover having insulation and pull tabs, constructed in accordance with the

teachings of the present disclosure;

[0023] FIG. 5 is a plan view of a typical round container utilizing a
container liner having pull tabs and constructed in accordance with the teachings of

the present disclosure;

[0024] FIG. 6 is a bottom view of a container cover having multiple
annular elastic films or rings and constructed in accordance with the teachings of the

present disclosure;

[0025] FIG. 7 is a bottom view of a round container cover having a
bottom layer formed from two sections of elastic film and two sections of flexible

film; and
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[0026] FIG. 8 is a bottom view of a round container cover having a
bottom layer formed from four sections of elastic film and four sections of flexible

film.

[0027] While the disclosure is susceptible to various modifications and
alternative constructions, certain illustrative embodiments thereof have been shown in
the drawings and will be described belon in detail. It should be understood, however,
that there is no intention to limit the disclosure to the specific forms disclosed, but on
the contrary, the intention is to cover all modifications, alternative constructions, and

equivalents falling within the spirit and scope of the disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DISCLOSURE

[0028] Referring now to the drawings, and with specific reference to FIGS.
1A-1D, a container cover constructed in accordance with the present disclosure is
generally referred to by reference numeral 10. While the container cover 10 will be
described herein with refefence to food storage covers for covering containers 18 such
as bowls, pots, and pans, it is to be understood that the teachings of the disclosure
could be employed for any type of cover, such as, but not limited to, covers used to
store perishable goods other than food, as well as, covers for nonperishable goods.
Furthermore, while the container cover 10 depicted is constructed using thermoplastic
film, such as polyethylene, also embodied by the present disclosure is the use of any
flexible film including, but not limited to, other polymers, waxed paper, metallic foil,
parchment paper, and the like. In addition, the film from which the container cover

10 is constructed can be perforated, thereby allowing for air and moisture flow
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through the container cover 10. This characteristic is oftentimes desired, for example,

when storing fruit and/or vegetables.

[0029] FIG. 1A illustrates a solid, round flexible film 6 for use in
combination with an annular elastic film 8, as depicted in FIG. 1B. In accordance
with the present disclosure, the annular elastic film 8 is edge-welded, or otherwise
attached, at the periphery 12 of the flexible film 6 to create a container cover 10 as
depicted in FIGS. 1C and 1D. One with skill in the art would understand the
teachings of the present invention to include attachment of the elastic film 8 to the
flexible film 6 via ultrasonic welding, adhesive, heat stamping, or hot wire fusion.
One skilled in the art would also understand elastic films to include, for example,
Product CEX-816WR and Product X-25132, both of which are manufactured by
Tredegar Films. In addition, Dow Chemical manufactures a number of elastic films
that could be employed in the present disclosure, including: Polyolefin Plastomers
8200 and PF 1140 Series, and Flexomer 9078 Series. Alternatively, the elastic film of
the present invention could be replaced with a heat or water shrinkable film. Such
films, upon the application of heat, water, or moisture vapor, shrink in size and yield

an elasticized film.

[0030] In the illustrated embodiment of FIGS. 1A-1D, the circumference of
the flexible film 12 is the same as the outer circumference 14 of the elastic film 8. In
another embodiment, the inner circumference 16 of the elastic layer is smaller than
the opening of the container 18 for which the container cover 10 is intended to accept.
FIGS. 1C and 1D illustrate a container cover 10 in two different orientations: relaxed

and normal usage, respectively. As will be described in further detail herein, the
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elastic film 8 bordering the flexible film 6 is attached in such a manner that an
expandable opening 20 in the in the container cover 10 is created, as shown best in
FIGS. 1C and 1D. In this manner of construction, the container cover 10 defines a
hollow body of flexible film 6 with an expandable opening 20 capable of covering
containers 18 of various sizes and shapes. As best illustrated in FIG. 1D, when the
container cover 10 is secured on top of a container 18, the flexible film 6 is positioned
primarily over the container's 18 opening, while the elastic film 8 is positioned
primarily around the upper edge of the container, thereby securing the container cover
10 to the container 18. There are numerous options for positioning the container ,
cover on top of a container, the optimal position depending on, for example, the
particular size and shape of the container, and the contents of the container. In
addition, the container cover may be provided with a means for releasing excess
pressure, such as air confined beneath the container cover. This means may include, a
pressure sensitive hole that can be activated by the user. Alternatively, the means
may include a tab or handle that can be manipulated to facilitate the release of excess
air from beneath the container cover, a process commonly referred to as "burping” the

container to effect a seal.

[0031] While the container cover illustrated by FIGS. 1A-1D is round in
shape, container covers of the present disclosure can be constructed in various shapes,
including, but not limited to, rectangular, square, or trapezoidal in shape. A
rectangular-shaped embodiment of the present disclosure is illustrated in FIGS. 2A-
2D. With the exception of the shape, the container cover of FIGS. 2A-2D parallel that
of FIGS. 1A-1D in both characterization and construction. Specifically, a solid,

rectangular-shaped flexible film 26 and a rectangular-shaped elastic film 28, having
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an outer perimeter 34 and an inner perimeter 36 are provided. The flexible film 26
and the elastic film 28, having the same sized and shaped perimeter 32 and outer
perimeter 34, respectively, are edge-welded, or otherwise attached, together at the
peripheries 32, 34 to create a rectangular-shaped container cover 30. FIGS. 2C and
2D illustrate a container cover 30 in two different orientations: relaxed and normal
usage, respectively. The container cover 30 is characterized further as having an
expandable opening 40, thereby allowing for coverage of containers of various shapes
and sizes. As best illustrated in FIG. 2D, when the container cover 30 is secured on
top of a container 38, the flexible film 26 is positioned primarily over the container's
38 opening, while the elastic film 28 is positioned primarily around the upper edge of

the container, thereby securing the container cover 30 to the container 38.

[0032] As depicted in FIGS. 3A-8D, a container cover of the present
disclosure may further include pull tabs to aid in the removal of the container cover
from atop a container. With the exception of the addition of the pull tabs, FIGS. 3A-
3D parallel FIGS. 1A-1D in characterization and construction. Specifically, FIG. 3A
illustrates a solid, substantially round flexible film 46 for use in combination with an
annular elastic film 48, as depicted in FIG. 3B. While the flexible film 6 of FIG. 1A
is round, the flexible film 46 of FIG. 3A includes a perimeter 52 that is only
substantially round due to the addition of pull tabs 44 on opposite sides of the flexible
film 46. The pull tabs 44 of container cover 50 are best illustrated in FIGS. 3C and
3D. During manufacture, the pull tabs 44 of the flexible film are folded over just
prior to attaching the periphery of the annular elastic film 48 to the periphery of the
flexible film 46. Specifically, the annular elastic film 48, having the same outer

circumference 54 as the circumference 52 of the substantially round flexible film 46
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(after the folding of the pull tabs 44), is edge-welded, or otherwise attached, at the
periphery of the flexible film 46 to create a container cover 50 like that of FIGS. 3C

and 3D.

\[0033] FIGS. 3C and 3D illustrate the container cover 50 in two different
orientations: relaxed and normal usage, respectively. As shown in FIG. 3D, the pull
tabs 44 extend down, and out, from under the periphery of the elastic film 48 once
placed atop a container 58. The pull tabs 44 extending down are sufficient in size to
allow the user to grasp a pull tab 44 and pull in an upwardly direction, thereby
removing the container cover 50 from the container 58. As with the above-described
embodiments, the container cover 50 is characterized further as having an expandable
opening 60, thereby allowing for coverage of containers of various shapes and sizes.
As best illustrated in FIG. 3D, when the container cover 50 is secured on top of a
container 58, the flexible film 46 is positioned primarily over the container's 58
opening, while the elastic film 48 is positioned primarily around the upper edge of the

container, thereby securing the container cover 50 to the container 58.

[0034] FIG. 4 illustrates another embodiment of the container cover 62 of
the present invention in a normal usage state. This particular embodiment of the
contain;:r cover 62 includes, in addition to the features described with reference to
FIGS. 3A-3D, an insulated material 64 welded, or otherwise attached, to the flexible
film 68. Specifically, the embodiment of FIG. 4 includes a flexible film 68 to which
the insulated material 64 and the elastic film 70 are attached, and from which the pull
tabs 72 are constructed. The flexible film 68 and the insulated material 64 are

attached by, for example, a heat seal or an adhesive. The insulated material 64
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functions to help maintain the temperature of the contents within the container, and
may be a thinsulate material, for example, 3M Thinsulate®. Other forms of insulative
material known to those with skill in the art are available for use in this embodiment.
In a preferred embodiment, and as illustrated in FIG. 4, the container cover 62 is
secured on top of a container 74, such that the flexible film 68 having the insulated
material 64 welded thereto is positioned primarily over the container's 74 opening,
while the elastic film 70 is positioned primarily around the upper edge of the
container, thereby securing the container cover 62 to the container 74. In this manner
of construction, the flexible film 68 serves as a barrier between the insulated material

64 and the contents of the container 74.

[0035] FIG. 5 illustrates an additional embodiment of the present
disclosure, wherein a container liner 80 is provided. The construction of the container
liner 80 is essentially the same as the container cover 50 described above with
reference to FIGS. 3A-3D, but includes additional film 82 sufficient in dimension to
cover or line the entire inner surface of a container 86. For ease of illustration, the
liner 80 is depicted in FIG. 5 as extending across a mid-section of the container, a
relatively short distance from the container rim 87. It is to be understood, however,
that the liner 80 could extend into the entire depth of the container 86 and lay against
the entire inner surface thereof. Therefore, this embodiment differs from the
embodiment illustrated in FIGS. 3A-3D in that the flexible film 82 in FIG. 5 lines the
container 86 rather than covering the opening of the container 86. As such, the
container is protected from the contents of the container, rather than the contents of
the container being protected from exposure to various external elements. Like the

above-described container covers 10, 30, 50, the container liner illustrated in FIG. 5 is
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constructed from a round, solid flexible film 82 having an annular elastic film 84
edge-welded thereto. The flexible film 82 for lining the container 86 may be provided
in different sizes and shapes depending on the container to be lined. The particular
embodiment of FIG. 5 is also provided with pull tabs 88 that extend down, and out,
from under the elastic film 84, thereby facilitating the removal of the liner 80 from the
container 86. As also illustrated in FIG. 5, when the container liner 80 is secured to a
container 86, the flexible film 82 is positioned inwardly from the container's 86
opening, thereby lining the interior of the container, while the elastic film 84 is
positioned primarily around the upper edge of the container, thereby securing the liner

82 to the container 86.

[0036] Further provided by the present disclosure, and illustrated in FIG. 6,
is a container cover 90 having multiple sized annular elastic films or elastic rings 92
attached to a flexible film 94. The elastic films 92 serve as sealing rings for securing
the container cover 90 to a container. As with the above-described embodiments, the
multiple elastic films 92 of this embodiment may be edge-welded, or otherwise
attached, to a flexible film 94. The elastic films or rings 92 function in the same
manner as the elastic film describe with reference to FIGS. 1-5. However, the
incorporation of multiple sized elastic films 92 in this particular embodiment allow
the container cover 90 to accept a greater variety of containers, in terms of sizes and

shapes.

[0037] FIGS. 7 and 8 illustrate additional embodiments of the present
disclosure, wherein the elastic film is placed intermittently around the container

cover. Specifically, the embodiments of FIGS. 7 and 8 include a container cover 100,
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110 having a top layer of flexible film 102, 104 and a bottom layer of individual
sections of flexible film 106, 108 separated by individual sections of elastic film 112,
114. The bottom layer is created by welding the individual sections of elastic film
112, 114 and the individual sections of flexible film 106, 108 together to create an
annular shape. As illustrated in FIG. 7, two sections of flexible film 106 are separated
by two sections of elastic film 112 positioned on opposite sides of the bottom annular
layer. Alternatively, as depicted in FIG. 8, the bottom layer may consist of four
sections of flexible film 108 separated by four sections of elastic film 114, each at 90°
intervals around the bottom annular layer. Also embodied by the present disclosure is
any positioning of one or more elastic layers 112, 114 combined with one or more

flexible layers 106, 108 to form the bottom layer.

[0038] Like the container covers described above with reference to FIGS. 1-
5, the container covers 100, 110 of FIGS. 7 and 8 include two layers having the same
size and shape perimeters 116, which are edge-welded, or otherwise attached, at their
perimeters 116 to form the container covers 100, 110. One of skill in the art would
understand the teaching\s of the present invention to include attachment of the bottom
and top layers via ultrasonic welding, adhesive, heat stamping, or hot wire fusion.
Further, the container covers 100, 110 of FIGS. 7 and 8 may be positioned on top of a
container such that the top layer of flexible film 102, 104 is positioned primarily over
a container's opening, while the bottom layer of elastic 112, 114 and flexible film 106,
108 is positioned primarily around the upper edge of the container, thereby securing
the container cover 100, 110 to the container. As with all embodiments of the present
disclosure, the container covers 100, 110 of FIGS. 7 and 8 may be provided with pull

tabs to facilitate removal of the container covers 100, 110 from atop a container.
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[0039] Also provided by the present disclosure is a method of covering a
container using the container covers described above and illustrated by FIGS. 1-8.
With reference to FIG. 3D, for example, by expanding the opening 60 of the cover 50
created by the elastic film 48 to the appropriate size for a given container 58, the user
can position the cover 50 around the opening of the container 58. With the elastic
material 48 so surrounding the wall of the container 58, the user can then release the
flexible film 48 so that the elastic film 48 forms a seal against the outside of the

container 58.

[0040] As described above with reference to FIG. 3D, an additional
embodiment of the disclosure provides for pull tabs 44 extending down, and out, from
under the elastic film 46 of the container cover 50. The pull tabs 44 facilitate removal
of the container cover 50 from atop the container 58. Accordingly, the present
disclosure also provides a plethod of removing the above-described container covers
from a container by grasping one or both of the pull tabs 44 and pulling in the upward

direction, while also grasping the container 58 (if necessary).

[0041] While certain representative embodiments and details have been
shown for purposes of illustrating the disclosure, it will be apparent to those skilled in
the art that various changes in the methods and apparatus disclosed herein may be

made without departing from the scope of the disclosure.
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CLAIMS
What is claimed is:
1. A container cover, comprising:
5 a flexible film having a planar configuration, an outer surface, and an

inner surface; and
an elastic film coupled to the flexible film proximate a periphery of the

flexible film, the elastic film being coplanar with the flexible film.

10 2. The container cover of claim 1, wherein the flexible film is a

thermoplastic material.

3. The container cover of claim 1, wherein the flexible film is a
material selected from the group consisting of thermoplastic, polymer, waxed paper,

15  metallic foil, and parchment paper.

4, The container cover of claim 1, wherein the elastic film is a

polyolefin plastomer.

20 5. The container cover of claim 1, wherein the elastic film is a
material selected from the group consisting of polyolefin plastomer, polyethylene-
based elastomer, olefinic elastomer, polyurethane film, very low density polyethylene,
ethylene propylene rubber with ethylene vinyl acetate extruded into a film, plasticized

vinyl chloride, and ethylene propylene rubber.

25
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6. The container cover of claim 1, wherein the elastic film is a
heat shrinkable film.
7. The container cover of claim 1, wherein the elastic film is a
5  water or vapor shrinkable film.
8. The container cover of claim 1, wherein the flexible film is
perforated.
10 0. The container cover of claim 1, wherein the periphery of the

flexible film is round.

10.  The container cover of claim 1, wherein the shape of the
periphery of the flexible film is selected from the group consisting of round, square,

15  rectangular, and trapezoidal.

11. The container cover of claim 1, wherein the elastic film is

laminated directly to the flexible film.

20 12.  The container cover of claim 1, wherein the elastic film is edge-

welded to the flexible film.

13. The container cover of claim 1, wherein the elastic film is

ultrasonically welded to the flexible film.
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14, The container cover of claim 1, wherein the elastic film is heat

stamped to the flexible film.

5 . 15. The container cover of claim 1, wherein the elastic film is

coupled to the flexible film using hot wire fusion.

16. The container cover of claim 1, wherein the elastic film is
coupled to the flexible film using an adhesive.
10
17. The container cover of claim 1, wherein the flexible film

comprises a user-activated vent.

18. The container cover of claim 1, wherein an insulated material is

15  coupled to the outer surface of the flexible film.

19. The container cover of claim 1, wherein the flexible film

comprises pull-tabs, the pull-tabs extending from the periphery of the flexible film.

20 20.  The container cover of claim 20, wherein the pull-tabs are
positioned coplanar with and between the flexible film and the elastic film when the

container cover is in a relaxed position.
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21.  The container cover of claim 1, further comprising a second

elastic film coupled to the inner surface of the flexible film, interior to the periphery.

22.  The container cover of claim 22, further comprising a third
elastic film coupled to the inner surface of the flexible film, interior to the second

elastic film.

23. The container cover of claim 1, wherein one or more elastic
film layers, each being coplanar with the flexible film, are coupled to the flexible film

intermittently proximate the periphery of the flexible film.

24. The container cover of claim 1, wherein the elastic film is

coupled continuously along the periphery of the flexible film.

25. A container cover, comprising:
a flexible film having an outer surface and an inner surface;
a first elastic film coupled to the flexible film proximate a periphery of
!
the flexible film; and

a second elastic film coupled to the inner surface of the flexible film,

interior to the first elastic film.

26.  The container cover of claim 25, further comprising a third
elastic film coupled to the inner surface of the flexible film, interior to the second

elastic film.
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27.  The container cover of claim 25, wherein the flexible film is a

thermoplastic material.

28. The container cover of claim 25, wherein the flexible film is a
material selected from the group consisting of thermoplastic, polymer, waxed paper,

metallic foil, and parchment paper.

29, The container cover of claim 25, wherein the elastic films are

polyolefin plastomers.

30. The container cover of claim 25, wherein the elastic films are a
material selected from the group consisting of polyolefin plastomer, polyethylene-
based elastomer, olefinic elastomer, polyurethane film, very low density polyethylene,
ethylene propylene rubber with ethylene vinyl acetate extruded into a film, plasticized

vinyl chloride, and ethylene propylene rubber.

. 31. The container cover of claim 25, wherein the elastic films are a

heat shrinkable films.

32. The container cover of claim 25, wherein the elastic films are

water or vapor shrinkable films.
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33.  The container cover of claim 25, wherein the flexible film is

perforated.

34. The container cover of claim 25, wherein the periphery of the

5 flexible film is round.

35. The container cover of claim 25, wherein the elastic films are

edge-welded to the flexible film.

10 36. The container cover of claim 25, wherein the flexible film

comprises a user-activated vent.

37. The container cover of claim 25, wherein an insulated material
is coupled to the outer surface of the flexible film.
15
38. The container cover of claim 25, wherein the flexible film

comprises pull-tabs, the pull-tabs extending from the periphery of the flexible film.
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39. A container cover, comprising:

a first flexible film layer having a planar configuration, an outer
surface, and an inner surface; and

at least one elastic film coupled to the first flexible film layer

5 proximate a periphery of the first flexible film layer, and coupled to at least one
additional flexible film layer, the additional flexible film layers also coupled to the
first flexible film layer proximate the periphery of the first flexible film layer, the
elastic film and additional flexible film layers being coplanar with the first flexible
film layer.
10
40. The container cover of claim 39, wherein the flexible film is a

thermoplastic material.

41. The container cover of claim 39, wherein the flexible film is a
15  material selected from the group consisting of thermoplastic, polymer, waxed paper,

metallic foil, and parchment paper.

42. The container cover of claim 39, wherein the elastic film is a

polyolefin plastomer.
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43, The container cover of claim 39, wherein the elastic film is a
material selected from the group consisting of polyolefin plastomer, polyethylene-
based elastomer, olefinic elastomer, polyurethane film, very low density polyethylene,
ethylene propylene rubber with ethylene vinyl acetate extruded into a film, plasticized
vinyl chloride, and ethylene propylene rubber.

1

44. The container cover of claim 39, wherein the elastic film is a

heat shrinkable film.

45. The container cover of claim 39, wherein the elastic film is a

water or vapor shrinkable film.

46. The container cover of claim 39, wherein the first flexible film

is perforated.

47.  The container cover of claim 39, wherein the periphery of the

flexible film is round.

48. The container cover of claim 39, wherein the elastic film is

edge-welded to the flexible film.

49, The container cover of claim 39, wherein the flexible film

comprises a user-activated vent.
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50. The container cover of claim 39, wherein an insulated material

is coupled to the outer surface of the flexible film.

51. The container cover of claim 39, wherein the flexible film

5  comprises pull-tabs, the pull-tabs extending from the periphery of the flexible film.

52. A container liner, comprising:
a flexible film having a planar configuration; and
an elastic film coupled to the flexible film proximate a periphery of the

10  flexible film, the elastic film being coplanar with the flexible film.

53. The container liner of claim 52, wherein the flexible film is a

thermoplastic material.

15 54. The container liner of claim 52, wherein the flexible film is a
material selected from the group consisting of thermoplastic, polymer, waxed paper,

metallic foil, and parchment paper.

55. The container liner of claim 52, wherein the elastic film is a

20  polyolefin plastomer.
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56.  The container liner of claim 52, wherein the elastic film is a
material selected from the group consisting of polyolefin plastomer, polyethylene-
based elastomer, olefinic elastomer, polyurethane f‘ilm, very low density polyethylene,
ethylene propylene rubber with ethylene vinyl acetate extruded into a film, plasticized

vinyl chloride, and ethylene propylene rubber.

57. The container liner of claim 52, wherein the elastic film is a

heat shrinkable film.

58. The container liner of claim 52, wherein the elastic film is a

water or vapor shrinkable film.

59. The container liner of claim 52, wherein the flexible film is

perforated.

60.  The container liner of claim 52, wherein the periphery of the

flexible film is round.

6l. The container liner of claim 52, wherein the elastic film is

edge-welded to the flexible film.

62. The container liner of claim 52, wherein the flexible film

comprises pull-tabs, the pull-tabs extending from the periphery of the flexible film.
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63.  The container liner of claim 52, wherein one or more elastic
film layers, each being coplanar with the flexible film, are coupled to the flexible film

intermittently proximate the periphery of the flexible film.

5 64. The container liner of claim 52, wherein the elastic film is

coupled continuously along the periphery of the flexible film.
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FIG. 1A

FIG. 1B
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FIG. 2A
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FIG. 2C
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FIG. 3A

FIG. 3C
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