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1 
The present invention relatesgenerallyto ship? 

ping containers. More particularlythe invention 
relates to that type of container Which is eX? 
pressly designed for use in shipping eggs and 
comprises a cover equipped case and,in addition, 
a composite cellulose strücture Which is dispQSed 
within,and fills the interior of,the Case and 
embodies a vertical Series of spaced apart fiats 
and an alternating vertical Series of Cell-forming 
fillers between the flats. 

In a shipping Container of this type it haS 
been proposed and is now standard practiCe to 
form each of the Cell-forming fllers of a Serie8 
of horizontally elongated,VertiCaly extending, 
1aterally spaced cardboard strips and a Second 
Series of horizontally elongated,VertiCaly eX 
tending,1aterally spaced Cardboard strips Which 
are arranged at right angles t0 the first men 
tioned strips,define With the latter individual 
Cells for the eggs and Bre arranged in CrOSSed 
andinterlocked relation With Said first mentiOned 
strips. It has also been proposed and is nOW 
standard practice to form each of the flat8 0f 
molded paper pulp and to provide the flat With 
side byside rows of equidistantly Spaced,upward? 
1y extending,frusto-conical boss-like members 
Which fit within the bottom portions of the CellS 
in the Subjacent fillerand have concave top Walls 
on which rest the bottom portions of the eggs 

In addition it has been prop08ed 
and is now Standard practice to provide each of 
the moided paper pulp flat8With depending,Com 
parativelyshalloW,holoW feet Whichare disposed 
betWeen the upstanding b0SS-like egg Supporting 
members and are p0sitioned So that they rest On 
the intersections of the Crossed Cardb0ard strips 
of the subjacent fller. Heretofore the feet of 
each fiat have had Substantially straight side 
walls and flat bottom Walls with the result that 
they are rigid and henCe Wil not give Or COmpress 
to any appreciable extent When subjected to 
downWard preSSure. If a,shipping Container,the 
fiats of Which have rigid feet of the aforemen? 
tioned CharaCter,iS packed With eggs of such 
1arge size that the Cellular StruCture as a Whole 
is of greater height than the interior of the Case 
downWard pressure on the Structure in Connec 
tion With SeCuring in plaCe of the Case COVer 
results in breakage or gracking of many of the 
eggs Within the Cells in the fillers, 

Tt is One?Object of this invention to provide 
an egg Shipping Container Which is an improve 
ment upon,and eliminates the defects of,pre 
Viously designed Containers of the Same general 
Construction andis characterized bythe fact that 
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2 
the depending,hollow feet on the fats are 80 
designed and constructed that When the Cellular 
structure as a Whole is Subjected to dOWnWard 
pressure they yieldingly and progressively Col 
1apse. By having the feet so formed there is 
n0 likelihood of the eggs in the Cells inthe fillerS 
breaking in the event that the Cellular structure 
as a Whole is of greater height than the interior 
of the Case and Subjected to dOWnWard preSSure 
When the Cover of the Case is Secured in place. 

Another object of the inVention is to provide 
an eggshipping Containerin Which the depending 
hollow feet On the molded paper pulp fats are 
hemispheriCal in shape to the end that the bot 
tom portions there0f progressively fatten in re 
Sponse to CoWnWard preSSure or force. 
Ojaer objects of the invention and the various 

3dvantages and CharaCteristics of the preSent egg 
Shipping C0ntainer Will be apparent from a Con 
Sideration of the folloWing detailed desCription. 
The inVention Consists in the SeVeral nOVel fea? 

?üreS Which are hereinafter Set forth and Bre 
more particularly defined by the Claim at the 
Conclusion here0f. 
In the draWings Which accompany and form 

a part Of this Specification or disclosure and in 
Which l?Ke hurnerals of referenCe denote Corre 
SpOnding partS throughoUt the seVeral VieWS: 
Figure 1 is a top perspective View of a thirty 

dOzer egg Shipping Container embodying the 
inyention,the Cover and a,portion of one Side 
Wall Of the Wooden Case and Certain of the fillers 
being omitted for purpoSes of illustration; 

Figure 2 is a fragmentary perspective VieW 
Showing One of the molded paper pulp flat8 in 
an inverted or Upside doWn position and illus 
trating in detail the Shape and arrangement of 
the hOiOW,hemispheriCal feet; 

Figure 3 is a fragmentary top perspective view 
of the fiat of Figure2; 
Figure 4 is a top perspective Wiew ShoWing the 

flat of Figures 2 and3 with a filler Superimposed 
theron; 

Figure 5 is a fragmentary vertical longitudinal 
Section ofthe Containershowing one 0f the Celu 
1ar Structures Within the Case in a vertically ex 
panded Condition duet0the cellswithin thefillers 
being filed With large sized eggs and illustrating 
the Ca8e before nailing in place of the cover; 
Figure6 is a Similarfragmentary Sectionshow 

ing the CaSe after the COver has been nailed in 
place and the Cellular structure ha8 been down 
wardy compressed as permitted by progressive 
C0llapse or fiattening of the depending,holow, 
hemispherical feet on the flats; - 
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Figure 7is an enlarged fragmentary plan wiew 
of one ofthe molded paper pulp flats,illustrating 
in detail the Construction, design and arrange? 
ment of the upwardly extending egg Supporting 
boss-like membersandthe dependinghemispheri 
cal feet;and 
Figure 8 is a vertical transverse Section on the 

1ine 8?$ of Pigure 7. 
The Shipping Container Which is Shown in ?he 

draWings is Conventional or Standard except for 
the hereinafter deSCribed fats. It is adapted to 
COntain thirty dozen eggs and Comprises a Case 
16 and tWo Side by Side but Separated Cellular 
Structures ? and 42 in the Case. 
The case 49 is rectangular,?t is perferably 

formed of Wood and Comprises a bottom Wall f3, 
a pair Of Side Walls ?,3 pair of end Walls 15 and 
a remOVable CoVer ??. The Side and end Walls 
are Connected to,and project upwards from,the 
Side and end marginal portions of the bottom 
wall 43and define with a cross partition i? a pair 
of Side by side Cubical Compartments 18 and 19. 
The CrOSS partition is dispoSed midWay be? 
?Ween the end Walls 5 of the Case. [? is Suitably 
seCured to the bottom 8nd Side Walls of the case 
and in efect COnStiutes &h0ther end Wal for 
each Compartment. The COVer 6 is shaped Con 
formabiy to,and adapted to rest fatly on,the 
Epper Targins Of the Si@e and end Wails Of the 
Case,and is Secured in plaCe by Way of hails 20, 
The Cellular structUre is disposed within 

and fills the Compartment ?3 in the Case. ?t is 
adapted to retain and Support in spaced relation 
fifteen dozen eggs and COnsists of 8 Vertical Series 
of siX Spaced apart fats 2? and an alternating 
vertiCal series of five spaced apart ceil forming 
fillers 22. The fillers-are of COnventional or 
Standard COhstruCtion and are disposed betWeen, 
and Serve 0 Space apart,the Six fiats 21. ?aCh 
Of the flers 22 is Square ingeneral Configuration 
and COnsistS Of a Series of horizOntally elongated, 
VertiCally extending,iaterally SpaCed Cardboard 
strips and a SeCond Series of horizontally elon 
gated,VertiCally extending,Iaterally SpaCed Card 
board strips Which extend at right angles to the 
first mentioned Strips andare arrangedin Crossed 
and interlOCKed relation With the latter. The 
Strips are designated in the draWings by the 
reference numeral 23 and define between them 
rectaagular egg receiving Cells 2?,?ach of the 
fillers Consists of Seven strips extending in one 
direction and Seven strips extending at right 
angiesto the One direction and hence hasthirty 
Six Cels for reCeiVing three dozen eggs. The 
flats 2 of the cellular structure 11.are substan 
tialy Square and Serve as partitions betWeen the 
fillers 22. They are al the Same in design and 
Construction and are formed throughout of 
molded paper pulp to the end that they are in 
herently Spongy. EaCh of the fats Consists of a 
fiat intermediate baSe p8rt 25,8ide by Side rows 
Of equidist8ntly Spaced,upwardly extending, 
frusto-conical boSS-1ike members 26 and side by 
Side rows of equidistantlyspaced,depending,hol 
lOW feet 2?,The boss-like members 26 of each 
fla? are arranged in Six rows of Six each and are 
Shaped and p08itiohed SO as to ft within the 
bottom portions of the cells 24 in the superja 
Cent filer. They have Concave top walls28which 
are Shaped t0 reCeive and Support the Smal?ends 
Of the eggs in the Cels. As shown in the draw 
ings,the boss-like members 26 are spaced apart 
8 distance materialy greater than the thickness 
Of the filer forming Cross Strips 23 and there is 
one boss-like member 23 within the bottom por 
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4 
tion of each cel124. The depending hollow feet 
27 of each fat 2 are forty-nine in number and 
are arranged in Seven rows of Seven each,Such 
rows are arranged in alternating relation with 
the rows of upwardly extending frusto-Conical 
b0SS-like members 26 and as a result each of the 
membersissurrounded by four feet. The feet of 
each fiat with the exception of the iowermost 
fat are positioned or disposed so as to rest di? 
rectly on the intersections Of the crossed Card 
board Strips 23 of the SubjaCent filler. They are 
hemispheriCal in Shape and are of Such thickness 
that When Subjected to appreciable downWard 
pressure they yieidingly collapse as the result of 
progreSsive fiattehing of their bottom portions. 
The depending,holloW hemispherical feet of the 
10Wermost fiat of the cellular Structure rest on 
the bottom wail 13 of the wooden case 10 as 
Shown in Figure 1,In a flat of conventional size 
it has been found in practice that extremely 
SatisfactOry reSults are obtained when the feet 
are % inch in diameter and approximately ? 
inch high. The fiat intermediate base part 25 
of each fiat 2 is provided in the top face thereof 
With straight,upWardly facing grooves 29. The 
latter extend between and intersect the upper 
portions of the depending hollow hemispherical 
feet 2T and are Shaped to receive and interlock 
With the above lower marginal portions of the 
CrOSSed stripS23 of the Superjacent fillerin order 
tO prevent relative lateral displacement of the 
fiat and filler. The feet 2? Of the fiats are Sufi 
Ciently strong So that they raaintain their hemi 
Spherical shape whensubjected onlyto the weight 
of the eggs inthe Celiular structure 11. It is con 
templated that when the ?11ers and flats are in 
nOrmal abutting relation the height of the Cellu 
lar StruCture Will be equalto the height of the 
Compartment 18,8hould,however,the cells in 
the fillers 22 be filled with eggs of such 1arge 
size as to increase the height of the celular 
Structure 1 to Such an extent that it is higher 
than the Compartment 18,as Shown in Figure 5, 
dOWnWard preSSure On the structure,due to nail 
ing in plaCe of the cover 18,will result in such 
Collapsing of the feet 27 as to cause reduction in 
height of the structure Without egg breakage or 
Cracking. In other words,if the cellular struc 
ture 11,whenfilledwithiargesizedeggs,ishigher 
than the Compartment 18 nailing in place of the 
COVer 16 Will exert such downward force as to 
fiatten the feet 27 Suficientiy to reduce the over 
al height of the structure to the point where it 
fitS Wholy Within the Compartment f8 without 
reSUlting in breakage or damage to the eggs. 
The feet compensate for Wh3teveramount of re 
duction in the height of the cellular structure 11 
is neCeSSary to make it possible properly to apply 
the COVer 16 to the Upper margins of the side 
and end Walls of the case 6. In efect,the feet 
27 Constitute yielding cushions which will pro 
greSSively fiatten in response to abnormai down? 
Ward preSSure On the Cellular strueture ?!, 
When it is desired to charge or fll the com 

partment 18 in the Case 10 one of the fats 2? 
is first placed onthe Case bottom wal 13. There 
after One of the flers is placed on the fat and 
is manipulated So asto bring the portions of the 
1ower margins of the crossed strips 23 that are 
betWeen the intersections into interfitting orin 
terlocked relation With the upwardy facing 
grOOves 23 in the intermediate base part of the 
filer,After properly positioning the filler and 
filing the Celis thereof with eggs another fat 
is placed on the filer and then anotherfiller is 




