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~ This invention relates to a device for securing a head
covering about the head of a wearer, and more particu~
larly to an improved earclip of the type normally worn
by women, having means associated therewith for de-
tachably engaging a flexible head or hair covering to se-
cure the same in position upon the head of the wearer.

Tt is an important object of this invention to provide a
device of the character described which may be incorpo-
rated into a conventional ormamental or jeweled earclip
or earring without impairing or altering the ornamental or
decorative appearance thereof, while yet providing a
simple and effectual means for maintaining the covering
about the head of the wearer.

Accordingly, it is another object of my invention to
provide a head covering securing device which, when
cooperatively associated with an ornamental earclip, does
not detract from the normal attractiveness of the earclip,
thereby permitting the wearer to wear the earclips in ac-
cordance with normal fashion when it is not desired to
associate a head covering therewith.

It is a further object of my invention to provide a
securing device of the character described which, in all
forms of the invention, may be readily detached from
the head covering when it is desired to remove the latter,
and accordingly which may be equally as readily attached
to other head coverings when desired.

Another object of my invention is to provide a head
covering securing device which, in all its several embodi-
ments, may be easily and inexpensively manufactured
while accomplishing the other objects as above set forth.
" A further important object of my invention is to pro-
vide a novel decorative head covering comprising in com-
bination a fabric-like head covering having affixed to each
of two depending portions thereof an ornamental earclip,
whereby the same when donned by the wearer presents
a hair covering of atiractive appearance, and which serves
the functional purpose of comfortably maintaining the

wearer’s hair in prearranoed position, preventing disarray -

thereof.

These and other objects and advantages of my inven-
tion will become more apparent from the following de-
tailed description taken in connection with the drawings,
in which:

FIG. 1 is an illustration of a head covering secured in
position on the head of the wearer by a pair of ornamental
earclips incorporating the head covering securing device
of my invention.

FIG. 2 is an enlarged front elevation of the head cov-
ering securing device attached to a depending portion of
the head covering, part of the latter being broken away.

FIG. 3 is a side elevation of the device as illustrated in

FIG. 2, showing the securing device attached to the ear

of the wearer, the latter being shown in dotted lines.
FIG. 4 is a side elevation of a modified form of the
head covering securing device, portions of the earclip
being broken away.
FIG. 5 is a front elevation of the same.
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FIG. 6 is a side elevation of another modified form of
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the head covering securing device, portions of the earclip
being broken away.

FIG. 7 is a front elevation of the device illustrated in
FIG. 6.

FIG. 8 is a side elevation of a still further modified
form of the head covering securing device, portions of the
earclip belng broken away, and

FIG. 9 is a front elevation of the embodiment iltus-
trated in FIG. 8.

Referring to FIG. 1, a head covering 10 is shown in

place upon the head of a feminine wearer, the head cov-
ering 19 having porﬂons 11 which depend about and are
generally disposed in overlymg relation to the wearer’s
ears, as illustrated at E in FIG. 3. The head covermg
10 may be formed of textile or other fabric, is flexible in
nature, as for example a hair ret, or in the nature of an
attractive cotton print scarf.
" The head covering 10 is secured in position by means of
the securing device of my invention which is illustrated
in its several forms in the drawings as associated with con-
ventional ornamental earclips 12. Accordingly in FIG. 1
the head covering is shown maintained in position by de-
tachable engagement of the depending portions 11 there-
of with the securing device on each of the earclips 12.
Each depending portion 13 is penetrated by the securing
device on the earclip and may be provided with an open-
ing through which the device can pass as shown in modi-
fied forms of the invention such as illustrated in FIGS.
4 through 9.

In the preferred embodiment of the invention illustrated
in detail in FIGS. 2 and 3, the ornamental earclip 12 of
generally conventional construction is shown as com-
prising an upstanding outer leg 13 to the exterior face of
which an ornament 14, such as a pearlescent button, is
permanently affixed as by means of adhesive. The outer
leg 13 at its lowermost extremity is provided with an in-
tegral inwardly extending base 15. Near the inner ex-
trermty of the base 15 and on either side thereof, the
same is prov1ded with short upstanding flanges 16, one of
which is visible in FIG. 3. An upstanding inner leg 17
is pivotally secured to the flanges 16, the inner leg 17
being normally urged toward outer leg 13 by means of
leaf spring 18, the upper end of which is secured to the
inner face of leg 17. Spring 18 extends downwardly to
overlie the inner edge of base 15, being dimensioned and
positioned in conventional fashion so as to provide an
overcenter toggle arrangement whereby the leg 17 is urged
toward leg 13 in FIG. 3 to securely clamp the earpiece
about the lobe of ear E, but said leg may be pivoted or
swung in a counterclockwise direction to snap overcenter
to a_generally horizontal position to remove the ear clip.

The outer leg 13 is fabricated from a strip of metal or

_plastic sheet material of substantial width, as seen in

FIG. 2, to permit the incorporation therein of the head
covering securing devices of my invention, as appears
more fully hereinafter.

In the preferred embodiment of FIGS. 2 and 3, the head
covering securing device 20 comprises a pair of sharpened
tongues 21, said tongues being struck from the material
of clip leg 13 to incline inwardly and downwardly as
clearly illustrated in FIG. 3. The tapered tongues 21 are

‘relatively broad at their bases and are of substantially

the same thickness as the material from which the leg 13
is formed. ~Thus the tongues are relatively rigid and may
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not be accidently deflected from the desired operative
angular relation to leg 13 from which they are struck.

The securing devices 20 in FIGS. 2 and 3, as well as in
the alternative embodiments of the invention, are disposed
sufficiently beneath the normal area of the wearer’s ear
when clamped by the ear clip 12, so as to cause no dis-
comfort to the wearer as said devices do not contact any
part of the ear.

As is apparent from the drawings, in operation the
wearer engages the tongues 21 on each pair of ear clips
12 with the two depending fabric-like portions 11 of the
head covering 10, thereafter arranges the head covering
comfortably about her head, thence clamping the ear-
clips 12 having the portions 11 affixed thereto to her ears
E. Thus by my invention, the head covering 10 is firmly
held about the wearer’s head, as well as being additionally
attractively graced by the ornamental or jeweled ear-
clips 12.

As will be noted in all forms of my invention, upward

movement of the head covering 10 relative to the ear-
clips 12 is prevented by my securing devices, and of course
the earclips themselves will not move upwardly to any
appreciable extent on the ears E of the wearer. Accord-
ingly disarray or disarrangement of the head covering 10
upon the wearer and resulting inconvenience is positively
prevented as a result of my invention.
. In the preferred embodiment of the invention it will
be noted that a pair of laterally adjacent tongues 21 are
provided on each ear clip 12. While only a single tongue
21 is necessary on each earclip 12 to be fully operative
in securing and retaining a head covering in proper posi-
tion, I prefer to employ a pair of tongues 21 as shown
to insure firm engagement thereof with the head covering
and to equalize the strain on the material thereof. Fur-
ther, should the wearer inadventently fail to properly en-
gage one of the tongues 21 in the head covering material,
the remaining tongue will provide adequate attachment of
the head covering to the earclip.

A modified form of my invention is shown in FIGS.
4 and 5, wherein the head covering securing device com-
prises a separable snap fastener element 22 received within
an aperture 23 provided in the outer leg 13a of the ear
clip 12a, shown fragmentarily in FIG. 4. The snap fas-
tener 22, which may be inexpensively constructed from
plastic, comprises an enlarged disc-like head 24 from
which a shank 25 laterally extends. The shank 25 may be
split and have its extremity of greater diameter than the
portion thereof adjacent disc 24 as shown, and composed
of resilient material, whereby the shank portions are
slightly radially compressed in inserting them into the
aperture 23 which is of lesser diameter. The fastener
shank 25, more simply, may comprise a single bulbous
piece of resilient plastic, which would frictionally fit and
snap into place into the aperture 23 in the same manner
as the shank 25 illustrated.

In use, the fastener 22 is inserted through- the flexible
portion 11 of the head covering, and thence snap fitted
into aperture 23 of ear clip 12, io thereby snugly and posi-
tively secure the head covering to the earclip. With two
such earclips 12 thus affixed to the head covering, the
latter may then be positioned upon the wearer’s head, and
the earclips 12 clamped to the ears E of the wearer.

It will be seen that by virtue of the relatively large
size of the disc head 24 and shank 25 of the modified
securing device 22, the same is especially suited for use
with head coverings having a relatively loose mesh or
weave, such as a hair net.

In FIGS. 6 and 7 I have illustrated a further modified
form of my invention wherein the head covering is se-
cured to the ear clip by means of a buttoning procedure.
The upstanding outer earclip leg 135 in FIG. 6 is pro-
vided with an inwardly extending button-like member 255
including button head 26 and a shank 27 extending there-
from and secured to the leg 135 in any convenient fashion,
as by frictionally engaging the walls of an aperture pro-
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vided in leg 135, the shank thence being enlarged in rivet-
like fashion on the outer surface of leg 13b. This form
of the invention is especially useful in connection with
head coverings of closely woven fabric, such as a decora-
tive silk or cotton scarf, wherein the scarf is provided with
a small buttonhole 28 (FIG. 7) on each of the depend-
ing portions 11 thereof. Thus in this embodiment of the
head covering securing device, the wearer places the but-
ton head 26 through the button hole 28 in the head cover-
ing to thereby detachably affix the head covering to the
earclip. With two earclips so fastened, the head covering
is donned by the wearer, as hereinabove described.

While the modification of FIGS. 6 and 7 has been de-
scribed in connection with a closely woven head covering
provided with 2 buttonhole 28, it is apparent that the
button-like stud 26 may also be employed with head cover-
ings having a loose weave, such as a hair net, wherein no
stitched buttonhole need be provided.

A still further modified form of my invention is illus-
trated in FIGS. 8 and 9, wherein the head covering secur-
ing device comprises an inwardly and downwardly ex-
tending tongue 29 which is struck from and integrally
connected to the upstanding outer leg 13c of the earclip
12c. The tongue 29 is substantially wider than the tapered
tongues 21 of FIGS. 1 and 2, and is rounded or blunted
at its extremity as is apparent in FIG. 9. The modified
securing device 29 is engaged easily with a cord or elastic
strap 30 secured to the portion 11 of the head covering,
as is apparent from FIG. 9. The inner downwardly ex-
tending portion of tongue 29 lies generally parallel to leg
13 whereby. cord 30 may not become accidently disen-
gaged therefrom. This form of my invention is especially
convenient for head coverings provided with a cord 30,
although, as with the previous embodiments, the tongue
29 of FiGS. 8 and 9 may easily and effectively be em-
ployed with head coverings of loose weave or mesh.

From the foregoing it is apparent that I have provided
a novel and useful head covering securing device which
is characterized by its simplicity and efficiency for the
purposes intended, yet inexpensive and readily fabricated
and incorporated into conventional decorative earclips.

While I have shown my invention as associated with a
decorative earclip of the type having spring urged clamps
engageable with the wearer’s ears, it is obvious that my
invention may as easily be associated with decorative ear
clips having other means for attaching the same to the
wearer’s ears, as for example the widely used threaded
clamp style earring or earclip. Further, the head cover-
ing securing device need not necessarily be associated with
a decorative or ornamental earclip, but may be incor-
porated into an ear clip or clamp devoid of ornamentation
if desired. Such a non-ornamented earclip may be de-
sirable or necessary in the event the wearer of the head
covering is engaged in work at a factory or plant where
for safety reasons decorative, reflective, or dangling ear-
¢lip ornaments are prohibited.

Further, the head covering securing device of my in-
vention when incorporated in an ornamental earclip is
unobtrusive whether or not a head covering is associated
therewith, and additionally serves to secure in place any
style or type head covering having depending portions 11
which may be engaged with the securing device, as scarves,
hair nets, etc. Thus is eliminated the necessity of pur-
chasing head coverings specially provided with buckles,
straps, snaps, chin ties or the like.

The resultant decorative head covering including the
ornamental earclips affixed thereto is both attractive and
functional in character, enhancing the wardrobe of the
wearer. One or more pairs of decorative earclips may be
alternately employed with several head coverings, thereby
providing the wearer with a plurality of attractive head
covering-earclip combinations from which the wearer may
select at will,

It is thought that the invention and many of its at-
tendant advantages will be understood from the foregoing
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description, and it will be apparent that various changes
may be made in the form, construction and arrangement
of the parts without departing from the spirit and scope
of the invention.

I claim:

1. A head covering comprising in combination a cover-
ing for disposition about a wearer’s hiead, said covering
having on at least one side thereof a depending portion
for disposition over the wearer’s ear, and an earclip for
detachably securing said depending portion of the cover-
ing to the wearer’s ear, said earclip comprising a generally
U-shaped member for receiving an ear lobe of the wearer
in the open end thereof the opposite upper portions of
the legs of said member having ear lobe engaging portions,
and covering securing means projecting inwardly from
the lower portion of one of said legs below the lobe-
engaging portion thereof and passing completely through
the material of said covering for securing the said depend-
ing portion of the head covering to the earclip at a point
below the wearer’s ear.

2. The improvement of claim 1 wherein said securing
means comprises an inwardly and downwardly projecting
sharp tongue for penetrating engagement with said head
covering.
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3. The improvement of claim 1 wherein said depending
portion of the covering is formed with an opening therein
through which said securing means passes for detachably
securing said covering to said earclip.
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