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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
IHENIRY S. HOLMIES, OF LYNN, MASSACHUSETTS. 

CONGRESS GAITERS. 

Specification of Letters Patent No. 32,291, dated May 14, 1861. 

To all whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, HENRY S. HoIMEs, of 

Lynn, in the county of Essex and Common 
Wealth of Massachusetts, have invented a 
certain new and useful Improvement in the 
Manufacture of Congress Gaiters; and I do 
hereby declare that the following is a full, 
clear, and exact description of the same, ref 
erence, being had to the accompanying draw 
ing thereof and making part of this speci 
fication, in which 

Figure 1 represents a plan of one half of 
the heel part of the gaiter top as cut out 
preparatory to being secured to the other 
half and afterward secured to the gore and 
lining; Fig. 2 represents a similar view of 
one-half of the corresponding part of the 
lining; Fig. 3 represents a plan of the elastic 
gore as cut out preparatory to being attached 
to the gaiter top. Figs. 4 and 5 represent 
a plan respectively of one-half of the front 
part of the gaiter top and lining as cut out 
preparatory to undergoing tlae same opera 
tions, and Fig. 6 a similar view of the outer 
parts of the heel, as Sewed together in the 
first part of the operation: Fig. 7, a similar 
view of the lining finished to the same ex 
tent; the two parts (Figs. 6 and 7) being 
now ready to be put together and attached 
to each other by sewing, as represented in 
Fig. 8, a tug being also represented in that 
figure as secured between the two in the lat 
ter operation; a Small piece of linen having 
previously been stitched down over the back 
seam that secured the two parts of the pru 
nella or outer cloth of the heel part, to 
strengthen and stiffen it, (showing in red 
lines the size of the gore as stitched be 
tween the outer cloth and lining, it being 
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the next operation.) Fig. 9 represents the 
two parts of the outer cloth of the front 
part of the gaiter top as stitched together 
and Fig. 10 a similar view of the two parts 
of the front lining, finished to the same ex 
tent: Fig. 11, a plan of the outer cloth and 
lining as fitted and sewed together, pre 
paratory to being attached to the other edge 
of the gore now attached to the back or heel 
part of the gaiter top, this figure, as in Fig. 
8, representing in red lines the position of 
the gore during that operation; and further 
representing a piece of linen which has been 
previously stitched down over the seam of 
the outer cloth of the front part of the 
gaiter top, on its inside to strengthen and 
stiffen it. Fig. 12 represents an edge view 

of the gore as arranged between the outer 
cloth and lining preparatory to being Se 
cured to the back or heel part of the gaiter 
top, it being similarly arranged when se 
cured to the front part. Fig. 13 represents 
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an edge of the gore, as attached to the front 
and heel part of the gaiter top; the lining 
and outer cloth after being stitched down 
on the gore having been turned over; Fig. 
14 represents a side elevation of the gaiter 
top as finished ready to be soled. 
My present improvement relates to that 

class of gaiters commonly called “Congress 
gaiters.” - 

On the 19th day of June, 1860, a patent 
was granted to me for a certain improve 
ment in Congress gaiters, to Wit : Secur 
ing the edges of the gores to the galiter top 
and lining by a seam common to all by 
means of which the gores were secured in 
a much better manner inasmuch as by that 
method it was easier and cheaper So to 
attach them, and when thus attached an 
equal strain or tension was exerted upon 
them, preventing puckerings, &c. 
My present improvement consists in com 

bining with that method of securing the 
gores, the method to be hereafter described, 
of securing the upper edges of the gaiter top 
and lining together, by means of which, the 
whole process of manifacture of gaiter tops 
can be effected by machinery, at a much less 
cost, and in a neater and stronger manner 
and in a much shorter time than hereto 
fore. -- 

To enable others skilled in the art to make 
and use my improvement, I will now pro 
ceed to describe it in detail, here remarking 
that the sewing is executed by machine. 
The cloth or material of which the gaiter 

top is to be made is first cut out into pieces 
of the requisite size and shape, preparatory 
to being fashioned into gaiter tops as repre 
sented by Figs. 1 and 4, there being tWO 
of each, Fig. 1 representing one-half of the 
heel part and Fig. 4 one-half of the front 
part, Figs. 2 and 5, forming the correspond 
ing parts of the lining. The two pieces 
like Fig. 1, forming the two halves of the 
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heel part of the gaiter top are first stitched 
together as in Fig. 6, they being for this pur 
pose, placed together with their face in 
ward, after which if desired, for the pur 
poses of strength and stiffness, they may be 
opened out, flattened out and a piece of 
cambric cut out and stitched down over it, 
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as represented at (a) Fig. 8. The two parts 
of the heel lining are then sewed together 
in the same manner and opened out after 
which the two are placed together with their 
faces inward and stitched together at top, 
as represented by the dotted line (b) Fig. 
8, previous to Which hoWever the tug (o) 
is inserted between them as shown in red in 
the same figure, and thus secured to the 
heel by the same seam (b) Fig. 8, that se 
cures the upper edges of the heel part (A) 
of the gaiter top and lining. Thus secured, 
the gores (D) are then inserted between the 
outer part (A) of the heel and the lining 
(B) in the manner shown in red lines Fig. 8, 
and stitched down as shown at (d) Fig. 8, 
thus securing one side or edge of the outer 
part (A) of the heel, gore and lining to 
gether by a seam common to all. The heel 
part thus completed and attached to one side 
of the gores, the lining and outer part are 
then turned right side out preparatory to 
being secured to the front part of the gaiter 
top; for which purpose, the two halves of 
the outer part (E) of the front of the gaiter 
top are first secured together in the same 
manner as the heel in part (A) (represented 
in Figs. 6 and 8) as shown in Figs. 9 and 11: 
and the two parts of the lining sewed to 
gether as shown in Fig. 10, after which they 
are put together as shown in Fig. 11 and 
stitched together at top as represented at (b) 
Fig. 11. The unfastened edge of the gores 
(D) are then inserted between them as rep 
resented in red lines Fig. 11 and then 
stitched together by being passed through 

40 

45 

50 

55 

the machine, as in the case of the attachment 
of the other side of the gore to the heel part 
that is to say, by a seam (d) common to all. 
In this operation, the lower parts of the heel 
part of the gaiter top and lining are secured 
to the front parts, they in common with the 
gores, for this purpose, having been inserted 
between the lining and outer part of the 
front of the gaiter top, so that the con 
tinuation of the same seam that secured the 
gores to the front part secured the heel to 
the front. The two gores and sides of the 
heel being thus secured to the front, the lining 
and outer part of the latter are then turned 
right side out, which completes the gaiter 
top, as in Fig. 14, it being then ready to be 
attached to the heel and sole. By this im 
proved method therefore the whole gaiter 
top can be made by machine instead of hav 
ing to be partially Sewed by hand and partly 
by machine as heretofore, whereby a very 

82,291 
great saving of time and labor is effected 
While a stronger, neater and better gaiter 
top is made. 
From what has been said, it will be ap 

parent that there are various modes of car 
rying my invention into effect, without al 
tering the principle in any degree; as for 
instance, instead of commencing by Sewing 
the two halves of the cloth of the heel to 
gether and then the lining in the same way, 
and afterward stitching them together at 
the top, before Securing one edge of the 
gores to them, and afterward following the 
same course with the front part; one edge 
of the gore may be attached at once to one 
half of the outer cloth of the heel, and the 
lining, and then its other edge attached in 
the same manner to the corresponding half 
of the outer part and lining, of the front 
part of the gaiter top, and then the other 
oore Securedin the same manner to the other 
half of the gaiter top; after which the re 
spective halves of the outer cloth of the 
gaiter top may be sewed together and then 
the lining sewed together in the same way; 
after which the upper edge of the lining and 
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outer part of the heel may be stitched to 
gether as represented in Fig. 8; and then, 
the upper edge of the outer cloth of the front 
part and lining Sewed together in the same 
way as represented in Fig.11. So that there 
is no difference in the result, there merely 
being a transposition of the different opera 
tions each way enabling the operator to 
finish a gaiter top by machine sewing a re 
sult never before attained. It is also appar 
ent that the addition of leather tips and 
heels to such gaiters can in no way affect the 
operation above described. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent is 

Securing the upper edge of the cloth of 
the front and heel parts of a Congress 
gaiter top to their respective linings by an 
inside seam (b) Figs. 8 and 11, when such 
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seams are used in connection with gores of . 
elastic cloth attached to the gaiter top and 
lining by a seam common to all, the whole 
being effected in the manner described and 
for the purposes set forth. 
In testimony whereof, I hereunto set my 

hand to this specification. 
HENRY S. HOLMES. 

Witnesses: 
S. EDWIN IVESON, 
P. HAN INAY. 
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