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To all chon, it may concern: 
Beit known that I, GEORGE W. HINTON, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Hope, in the county of Hempstead and 
State of Arkansas, have invented a new and 
useful Bed-Slat, of which the following is a specification. 
By way of explanation it may be stated 

that the mattress, the spring structure or 
other compressible support which sustains 
the weight of a person in a bed, commonly 
becomes downwardly concaved on its upper 
surface, and adjacent its longitudinal center, 
after a period of use of greater or less dura 
tion. 
The disadvantages connected with the 

foregoing are obvious, and one object of the 
present invention is to provide a means un 
der the control of an operator whereby the 
mattress, springs or other support may be 
carried upwardly along its longitudinal cen 
ter, thereby to dispose the upper face of the 
mattress or other support flat and level. 
A further object of the invention and a 

more specific one is to improve the con 
struction of a bed slat, whereby at the will 
of the operator, the same may be arched up 
Wardly to a predetermined extent. 
Another object of the invention is to im 

prove the means whereby the slat may be 
arched upwardly as aforesaid. 

It is within the scope of the disclosure to 
improve generally and to enhance the util 
ity of devices of that type to which the 
present invention appertains. 
With the above and other objects in view 

which will appear as the description pro 
ceeds, the invention resides in the combina 
tion and arrangement of parts and in the 
details of construction hereinafter described 
and claimed, it being understood that 
changes in the precise embodiment of the 
invention herein disclosed can be made 
within the scope of what is claimed, without 
departing from the spirit of the invention. 
In the accompanying drawing:-Figure 

1 shows the invention in side elevation, por 
tions of the bed appearing in section; Fig. 
2 shows in bottom plan, the slat forming a 
portion of the present invention; Fig. 3 is a 
longitudinal section taken through the lon 
gitudinally extensible strut which extends 
between the tie and the slat; Fig. 4 is a sec 
tion taken on the line 4-4 of Fig. 2. 
In the accompanying drawings the nu 

meral 1 indicates the side rails of a bed, the 

specification of Letters Patent, Patented Jan. A 1916. 
Serial No. 8,285, 

side rails commonly being provided with 
shoulders 2 which uphold the slats of the ed. 

In carrying out the present invention and 
in combination with the elements above specified, there are provided a plurality of 
flexible, resilient slats 3, ordinarily fash 
ioned from wood, one slat only being shown 
in the drawings. In its upper face and ad 
jacent its ends, the slat 3 may be cut away 
or grooved, the walls of the grooves slanting 
downwardly and inwardly, thereby to de 
fine at each end of the slat, a head 4 and a 
transverse shoulder 5 spaced from the end 
of the slat. 
The invention includes a pair of hook 

shaped connections adapted to be assembled 
with the end of each stat 3. Each connec 
tion comprises a base 6 lying against the 
under face of the slat 3 adjacent the end of 
the slat, a depending tongue 7, extended 
downwardly with respect to the lower face 
of the slat and provided with an opening 8, 
an end wall 9, resting against the end of the 
slat, and a top 10 downwardly and inwardly 
inclined, the top 10 abutting at its inner end 
against the shoulder 5. It will now be un 
derstood that the connections are mounted 
on the ends of the slat by moving the con 
nections transversely with respect to the slat, 
the heads 4 at the ends of the slats, however, 
coöperating with the connections in such a 
manner that the same cannot be removed 
from the slat by moving the connections 
outwardly. The specific construction above 
described may, however, be dispensed with 
without jeopardizing all of the useful fea 
tures of the invention. 
The invention comprises a tie 11, prefer 

ably made of wire, the tie being provided at 
its ends with hooks 12 détachably engaged in 
the openings 8 of the connections. Inter 
posed between the intermediate portion of 
the tie 11 and the slat 3 is a longitudinally 
extensible strut embodying a pedestal in 
cluding a base 14 and a neck 15 threaded 
into the base as shown at 16, or otherwise se 
cured thereto. Mounted to reciprocate for 
adjustment in the neck 15 is a screw 17 
threaded as shown at 18 to receive a nut 19 
which bears against the lower end of the 
neck 15. The screw 17 terminates in a head 
20 provided with a kerf 21 in which the in 
termediate portion of the tie 11 is detachably lodged. 
A compressible Support 22 ordinarily is 
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upheld by the slats 3 of the bed. This sup 
port is shown in the form of a mattress, 
but it may be of any other desired construc 
tion. After a period of use, the support 22 
becomes depressed upon its upper surface 
and along its longitudinal center, as is com 
mon and well known. Under such circum 
stances, the slat 3 is bowed upwardly as 
shown in Fig. 1 by manipulating the nut 19 
to advance the screw 17 out of the pedestal. 
By this operation, the support 22 is con 
caved on its lower surface as shown at 24, 
the upper surface of the support being made 
level and flat. 

All portions of the invention excepting 
possibly the slat 3 are made of metal. Es 
pecial attention is directed to the fact that 
the device is so constructed that it may either 
be assembled with slats already in use, or 
be supplied in connection with new slats. 
Having thus described the invention, what 

is claimed is:- 
1. In a device of the class described, co 

operating elements comprising a flexible slat 
and a tie having its ends assembled with the 
slat; and a longitudinally extensible strutin 
terposed between said coöperating elements 
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and located intermediate the ends thereof, the 
strut comprising a pedestal engaging one of 
said coöperating elements, a screw mounted to 
slide in the pedestal and engaging the other. 
of said coöperating elements, and a nut on 
the screw, the nut bearing against the ped 
estal. . . . . . . . 

2. In a device of the class described, a slat 
provided in its upper face and at its ends 
with transverse grooves defining heads at 
the ends of the slat; hook-shaped connec 
tions extended around the ends of the slat 
and engaged with the heads against removal 
longitudinally of the slat, the connections 
being removable transversely of the slat; a 
tie assembled with the ends of the connec 
tions and located beneath the slat; and an 
expansible strut interposed between the in 
termediate portion of the tie and the inter 
mediate portion of the slat. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing 

as my own, I have hereto affixed my signa 
ture in the presence of two witnesses. . . 

GEORGE WASHINGTON HINTON, 
Witnesses: 

W. P. AGEE, 
R. T. WHITE. 
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Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 


