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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, RICHARD B. PERKINS, 

of Almond, in the county of Allegany and 
State of New York, have invented a new and 
Improved Shank-Laster, of which the follow 
ing is a specification: 

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 rep 
resents a side elevation of my improved shank 
laster, as applied, for pegging a boot; and 
Fig. 2 is a transverse section of the same, on 
the line C C, Fig. 1. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts. 
The object of my invention is to construct 

a shank-laster, which may be adjusted to dif. 
ferent sizes of boots, holding the shanks firmly, 
and allowing the use of both hands in pegging. 
The Work is thereby accomplished quicker 
and easier. My invention consists of a curved 
main piece, with pinchers, guard, and regula 
tor pivoted to the end thereof. The curved 
lever is placed under the knee, the pressure 
on guard and pinchers stretching firmly the 
Shank-leather for pegging. 
In the drawing, A represents the curved 

main piece, having lever end (, body b, and 
curved pincher end d. It may be made of steel 
or other suitable material. The correspond 
ing pincher end B has an extension arm C 
passing through a slotted recess of main 
piece A, and turning on pivote. The pincher 
ends open only so far as required to take 
hold easily of the leather to be stretched. A 
guard-Wheel, D, having segmental flange?, is 
pivoted at i, to arm C, at a point near its 

pincher end B having 

periphery opposite flange f. A perforated 
curved bridge g connects diametrically the 
rim of wheel D, a pin, h, of spring-lever Efit 
ting into the holes. Spring-lever E is pivoted 
to projecting lugs i of arm C, having a spiral 
spring k at the end nearest the main piece A, 
pink at the other end passing through a per 
foration of arm C to those of bridge g. Guard 
wheel D may thereby be adjusted to different 
sizes of boots, from the smallest to the largest. 
The boots are placed on the last, with a last 
ing-post therein; the pinchers takehold of the 
leather of the shank by the pressure of the 
knee on the curved lever end a communicated 
to guard-wheel D, leaving both hands free to 
peg the shank-leather. 
Having thus described my invention, I claim 

as new, and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent 

1. The curved lever A, in combination with 
arm C, With spring 

lever E, substantially as described. 
2. Guard-wheel D having flangef connect 

ing bridge (), with perforations for pin h to 
regulate it when turning on pivot i, substan 
tially as described. - 

3. The combination of the curved lever A, 
hinged jaw B, arm C, wheel D, with flangef, 
spring-lever E, and pin h, as shown and de. 
scribed. 

RICHARD B. PERKINS, 

Witnesses: 
WESLEY BROWN, 
LORENZO B. GREEN. 


