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OVERHEAD TRACK.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 513,306, dated January 23,1894,

Application filed May 26,1893,

To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, JouN H. COOK, a citizen
of the United States, residing at West Spring-
field, in the county of Hampden and State of

Massachusetts, haveinvented certain new and

useful Improvements in Overhead Trolley
Roads and Tracks, of which the following is
a specification. . :

This invention relates to the class of trolley
tracks in which the well known Coburn track
or other tubular, sheet metal track, is em-
ployed. Anexampleof {he utilization of this
form of track may be found in the Letters
Patent to William H. Brodie, No. 489,179, is-
suedJanuary 3,1893. The peculiar construc-
tion of the tubular or Coburn track so in-
closes the trolley that the latter can be placed
on and taken off the track only at the end of
the same, which is not always convenient or
desirable; and the object of my invention is
to so construct the road that the trolley may
be readily removed at any desired point in
the continuous line, orindeed at many points
along the line, The line of road is made up,
ordinarily, of sections or lengths of the Co-
burn track, which are supported at their ends
where they abut,insuspenders or brackets. In
carryingout my invention,I make thissuspen-
der form apartof the track at the point where
it is situated and form an aperture in one or
both sides of it,—but preferably at one side
only,—so that the trolley may be lifted out of
the grooved rails and then be removed from
the track laterally, the pendent hook on the
trolley passing out laterally through a cut or
break in the otherwise continuous track rail.

In the drawings which serve to illustrate an
embodiment of my invention--Figure 1 is a
perspective view of one of the suspenders of
the track embodying my invention. Fig. 2is
a transverse section, on a much smaller scale,
of one of said suspenders, and Fig. 2* is a side
view of the same. Fig. 3 is a perspective
view, similar to Fig.1, showing the suspender
so constructed that the trolley may be re-

. moved from the track at either side thereof.
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In Figs. 1 and 3 the suspender, A, is repre-
sented in full lines and portions of the tubu-
lar Coburn track, x, in dotted lines. Usually
the suspender A is secured by bolts, b, to a

Serial No, 475,579, (No model)

bracket, B (seen in Fig. 2)) secured to the
ceiling, but the parts A and B might be cast
or formed in one piece. The suspender has,
in a general way, the same form as the tube
x,and it forms a part of the track. The sus-
pender has recesses, or rabbets, a, @, one at
each end, to receive the sections of the Co-
burn track, and these recesses are made of a
depth about equal to the thickness of the
metal of the tube or track x, so that when the
trolley passes into the suspender it will roll
onto the eonneecting track rails, ¢’, in the sus-
pender without jar or hinderance. The Co-
burn or tubular track xz is closed at the sides
and top and the trolley can be placed in it
and takenfrowm it only at its ends; therefore,
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in order to be able to remove the trolley

from the track at each suspender A, I form in
the side of the latter an aperture, a? large
enough for the trolley to pass through, and
cut one of the track rails,a’,at a3 to allow the
stem of the pendent load-carrying hook on
the trolley to pass. ™This enables the trolley
to be removed without inconvenience.

Fig. 2 illustrates the operation of removing
the trolley, which is seen in full lines in this
view partly removed. In Fig.2,c represents
the wheels of the trolley and ¢* its pendent
load-carrying hook. When the trolley moves
along the track, the stem of this hook moves
along the space between the track rails as in-
dicated in dotted lines in Fig. 2.

In order to allow the trolley to be taken out
from either side of the suspender, the track
rails ¢’ may both be cut, asseen in Fig. 3, but
in this case I prefer that the cuts at ¢® shall
not be directly opposite each other, as other-
wise both wheels of the trolley would pass a
cuf simultaneously and cause a jar.

The Coburn or any other tubular track in-
closing the trolley may be employed to advan-
tage with my invention. :

Having thus described my invention, I
claim— .

1. An overhead trolley road composed of
tubular track-sections supported at their ends
in a connecting suspender, said suspender
having an opening in its side forming a break
in the track for the ready removal of the trol-
ley, as set forth,
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2. In an overhead trolley road, the combi-
nation with tubular track sections, of a sus-
pender A, having connecting track-rails o,
an aperture ¢?, in its side and a break, ¢, in

5 one of its track-rails, substantially as and for
the purposes set forth. -
. In witness whereof I have hereunto signed
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my name in the presence of two subscribing
witnesses.

JOHN H. COOK.

Witnesses:
HERBERT BLOSSOM,
PETER A. Ross.




