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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, GEORGE H. WHEELER, 

of Great Barrington, Berkshire county, Mas 
sachusetts, have invented an Improvement in 
Joiners Bench-Vises, of which the following 
is a specification: 
My invention consists of a jaw fitted to slide 

in a plate attached to the end of the bench, 
and connected with a foot-lever for closing up 
the jaw on the work by foot-power, and a 
spring for opening it. A ratchet-bar is ar 
ranged in connection with the lever for fast 
ening it to keep the jaw closed on the work. 
The jaw can be opened and closed much quick 
er than when worked by a screw, and it is al 
ways parallel to the Work and the bench. 
The slide is connected to the lever by a rope 
or strap passing over a pulley, which will, in 
practice, be mounted on the plate on which 
the jaw slides. 

Figure 1 is an end elevation of a bench hav. 
ing my improved vise attached, and Fig. 2 is 
a longitudinal sectional elevation of the bench. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts. 
A is the end of the bench on which the plate 

B is bolted, said plate being grooved at C to 
receive the slide D, on the front end of which 

is a jaw, E, projecting along the front side F 
of the bench, so as to clamp the work up to it. 
This slide D has a rope or strap, G, attached to 
it and passing over a pulley, H, and attached 
to the foot-lever I, which is pivoted to the leg 
J at the back of the bench, from which it ex 
tends a little beyond the front side of the 
bench to be pressed down by the foot for clos 
ing the vise. L is a notched bar to catch the 
lever and hold it down. M is a plate, by 
which the lever is protected from wear by the 
notched plate L. A spring, N, opens the vise 
when the foot-lever is released, but it may be 
opened by hand. 
This arrangement makes a very simple and 

cheap vise that may be attached to any ordi 
nary bench. 
Having thus described my invention, I claim 

as new and desire to secure by LettersBatent 
The combination, with bench A, of the 

grooved plate B, slide D, having jaw E, the 
cord G, passing over pulley H, and the lever, 
with its treadle end below the jaw, substan 
tially as and for the purpose specified. 

GEORGE E. WHEELER, 
Witnesses: 

A. S. MANSIR, 
JNO. S. DODGE. 

  


