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1
WIRELESS SYSTEM WITH REDUCED
EFFECT OF 1Q IMBALANCE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present disclosure relates generally to the field of
digital wireless communication and, more particularly, to
systems and methods for reducing the effects of interference
in such communication.

Wireless communications systems of a cellular nature are
well known, where a network entity in the form of a base
station is responsible for communication with user equip-
ment, or client stations, within the coverage area. When a
client station moves from one coverage area to another cov-
erage area, handover techniques ensure that the communica-
tion is not lost as responsibility is passed to a different base
station.

One technique for handling multi-carrier transmissions is
orthogonal frequency division multiplexing (OFDM).
OFDM offers the advantages of improved downlink system
capacity, coverage and data rates for packet data services with
high spectral efficiency due to a nearly rectangular spectrum
occupancy and low-cost implementation using the Fast Fou-
rier Transform (FFT). Ithas been exploited for wideband data
communications over mobile radio channels, high bit rate
digital subscriber lines (HDSLs), asymmetric digital sub-
scriber lines (ADSLs), digital broadcasting, and wireless
local area network (WLAN) in IEEE 802.1 In and worldwide
interoperability for microwave access (WIMAX) in IEEE
802.16, with mobility being supported in the IEEE 802.16e
amendment to the standard.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In one aspect of the present disclosure, a wireless commu-
nication method includes assigning at least one allocation
unit to a client station and receiving data using the allocation
unit. The allocation unit substantially comprises mirror image
pairs of subcarriers, each mirror image pair including a first
subcarrier and a second subcarrier which are respectively
disposed on opposite sides of a direct current (DC) subcarrier
by an equal frequency amount.

In one embodiment, the allocation unit includes one or
more pairs of physical tiles, each physical tile including a
group of one or more subcarriers.

In one embodiment, the wireless communication method
further includes assigning to a second client station at least
one unpaired allocation unit substantially comprising
unpaired subcarriers which have corresponding unused mir-
ror image subcarriers respectively disposed on an opposite
side of a direct current (DC) subcarrier from the unpaired
subcarriers. The unused mirror image subcarriers are
reserved to prevent their assignment to any other client sta-
tion.

In another aspect, the present disclosure relates to a wire-
less communication method. The method includes receiving
a grant of at least one allocation unit from a base station and
transmitting data using the allocation unit. The allocation unit
substantially comprises mirror image pairs of subcarriers,
each mirror image pair including a first subcarrier and a
second subcarrier which are respectively disposed on oppo-
site sides of a direct current (DC) subcarrier by an equal
frequency amount.

In another aspect of the present disclosure, an apparatus
includes a processing module configured to process data
exchanged between a base station and a client station and a
radio interface module operatively coupled to the processing
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module. The radio interface module is configured to
exchange data by receiving and transmitting the data over a
wireless link. The data transmitted is at least partly transmit-
ted on subcarriers of one or more assigned allocation unit. The
assigned allocation unit substantially comprises mirror image
pairs of subcarriers, each mirror image pair including a first
subcarrier and a second subcarrier respectively disposed on
opposite sides of a direct current (DC) subcarrier by an equal
frequency amount.

In another aspect of the invention, an apparatus includes a
processing module configured to process data exchanged
between a base station and a client station and a radio inter-
face module operatively coupled to the processing module.
The radio interface module is configured to exchange data by
receiving and transmitting the data over a wireless link. The
data transmitted is at least partly transmitted on subcarriers of
one or more assigned allocation unit. The assigned allocation
unit substantially comprises mirror image pairs of subcarri-
ers, each mirror image pair including a first subcarrier and a
second subcarrier respectively disposed on opposite sides of
a direct current (DC) subcarrier by an equal frequency
amount.

In one embodiment, the one or more assigned allocation
unit includes one or more pairs of physical tiles. Each physi-
cal tile includes a group of one or more subcarriers. The one
or more allocation unit may include three pairs of physical
tiles, each physical tile including a group of four subcarriers.

In one embodiment, the data received is at least partly
received on subcarriers of one or more received allocation
units. The received allocation units substantially comprise
mirror image pairs of subcarriers, each mirror image pair
including a first subcarrier and a second subcarrier respec-
tively disposed on opposite sides of a direct current (DC)
subcarrier by an equal frequency amount.

In another aspect, the present disclosure relates to an appa-
ratus including a processing module configured to process
data exchanged between a base station and a client station and
a radio interface module operatively coupled to the process-
ing module. The radio interface module is configured to
exchange data by receiving and transmitting the data over a
wireless link. The data received is at least partly transmitted
by a client station on subcarriers of one or more assigned
allocation unit. The assigned allocation unit substantially
comprises mirror image pairs of subcarriers, each mirror
image pair including a first subcarrier and a second subcarrier
respectively disposed on opposite sides of a direct current
(DC) subcarrier by an equal frequency amount.

In another aspect, the present disclosure relates to a soft-
ware program embodied on a machine-readable medium. The
software program is configured to provide a method including
assigning at least one allocation unit to a client station. The
allocation unit substantially comprises mirror image pairs of
subcarriers, each mirror image pair including a first subcarrier
and a second subcarrier which are respectively disposed on
opposite sides of a direct current (DC) subcarrier by an equal
frequency amount. The method further includes receiving
data using the assigned allocation unit.

In another aspect of the present disclosure, an apparatus
includes means for receiving a grant of at least one allocation
unit from a base station and means for transmitting data using
the assigned allocation unit. The allocation unit substantially
comprises mirror image pairs of subcarriers, each mirror
image pair including a first subcarrier and a second subcarrier
which are respectively disposed on opposite sides of a direct
current (DC) subcarrier by an equal frequency amount.

In another aspect of the present disclosure, a wireless com-
munication apparatus includes means for assigning at least
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one allocation unit to a client station and means for receiving
data using the assigned allocation unit. The allocation unit
consists substantially of mirror image pairs of subcarriers,
each mirror image pair including a first subcarrier and a
second subcarrier which are respectively disposed on oppo-
site sides of a direct current (DC) subcarrier by an equal
frequency amount.

In another aspect, the present disclosure relates to a wire-
less communication method. The method includes assigning
allocation units to a group of client stations and receiving
transmitted data from the group of client stations via the
assigned allocation units. The group of client stations
includes a first subgroup of client stations having correspond-
ing assigned allocation units that consist substantially of
assigned subcarriers which have corresponding mirror image
subcarriers respectively disposed on an opposite side of a
direct current (DC) subcarrier from the assigned subcarriers.
The mirror image subcarriers are reserved to prevent their
assignment to any client station.

In one embodiment, the group of client stations includes a
second subgroup of client stations having corresponding
assigned allocation units that consist substantially of mirror
image pairs of subcarriers. Each mirror image pair includes a
first subcarrier and a second subcarrier respectively disposed
on opposite sides of a direct current (DC) subcarrier by an
equal frequency amount.

In another aspect of the present disclosure, a wireless com-
munication method includes receiving a grant of a group of
allocation units and transmitting data to the base station using
the first subgroup of assigned allocation units. The group of
allocation units includes a first subgroup of allocation unit
substantially comprising assigned subcarriers which have
corresponding mirror image subcarriers respectively dis-
posed on an opposite side of a direct current (DC) subcarrier
from the assigned subcarriers. The mirror image subcarriers
are reserved by a base station to prevent their assignment to
any other client station.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a simplified functional block diagram of an
embodiment of a wireless communication system;

FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary symbol structure in the
frequency domain with a plurality of subcarriers;

FIG. 3 illustrates a symbol structure according to an
embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 4 illustrates a physical tile structure according to an
embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 5 illustrates a flow chart implementing a method
according to an embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of an electronic device that can
be used in conjunction with the implementation of various
embodiments;

FIG. 7 is a schematic representation of the circuitry which
may be included in the electronic device of FIG. 6; and

FIG. 8 is a schematic representation of a base station.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 is a simplified functional block diagram of an
embodiment of a wireless communication system 100. The
wireless communication system 100 includes a plurality of
base stations 110a, 1105, each supporting a corresponding
service or coverage area 112a, 1125. The base stations are
capable of communicating with wireless devices within their
coverage areas. For example, the first base station 110q is
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capable of wirelessly communicating with a first client sta-
tion 130¢ and a second client station 1305 within the coverage
area 112a. The first client station 130a is also within coverage
area 1124 and is capable of communicating with the second
base station 1105. In this description, the communications
path from the base station to the client station is referred to as
a downlink 1164, and the communications path from the
client station to the base station is referred to as an uplink
1165.

Although for simplicity only two base stations are shown in
FIG. 1, a typical wireless communication system includes a
much larger number of base stations. In a typical system, the
base stations 110a and 1105 also communicate with each
other over a backhaul network (not shown.) The backhaul
network may include wired and wireless communications
links, as well as supervisory network entities. The base sta-
tions 110a and 1105 can also be configured as gateways,
access points, radio frequency (RF) repeaters, frame repeat-
ers, or nodes and include any wireless network entry point.

The base stations 110a and 1105 can be configured to
support an omni-directional coverage area or a sectored cov-
erage area. For example, the second base station 1106 is
depicted as supporting a sectored coverage area 1125. The
coverage area 1125 is depicted as having three sectors, 114a,
1145, and 114c¢, each of which can also be referred to as a
coverage area. In typical embodiments, the second base sta-
tion 1105 treats each sector, for example sector 114a, as
effectively a distinct coverage area.

Although only two client stations 130a and 1305 are shown
in the wireless communication system 100, typical systems
are configured to support a large number of client stations.
The client stations 130a and 1305 can be mobile, nomadic or
stationary units. The client stations 130a and 1305 are often
referred to as, for example, mobile stations, mobile units,
client stations, wireless terminals or the like. A client station
can be, for example, a wireless handheld device, a vehicle
mounted device, a portable device, client-premise equipment,
a fixed-location device, a wireless plug-in accessory or the
like. In some cases, a client station can take the form of a
handheld computer, a notebook computer, a wireless tele-
phone, a personal digital assistant, a wireless email device, a
personal media player, meter reading equipment or the like.

In one example, the wireless communication system 100 is
configured to use Orthogonal Frequency Division Multiple
Access (OFDMA) communication techniques. For example,
the wireless communication system 100 can be configured to
substantially comply with a standard system specification,
such as IEEE 802.16 and its progeny or some other wireless
standard such as, for example, WiBro, WiFi, Long Term
Evolution (LTE), or it may be a proprietary system. The ideas
described herein are not limited to application to OFDMA
systems. The description in the context of an OFDMA system
is offered for the purposes of providing a particular example
only.

Viewed in the frequency domain, an OFDMA symbol
includes a set of discrete subcarriers in the region of the
carrier frequency. Thus, in an OFDMA system, data is trans-
mitted between a base station and a client station using a
number of signals superimposed over a plurality of subcarri-
ers. An exemplary symbol structure is illustrated in FIG. 2 in
the frequency domain. Each vertical line along the frequency
spectrum represents a discrete subcarrier, each subcarrier
having energy concentrated within a limited frequency band-
width with minimal overlap with the bandwith of an adjacent
subcarrier. The set of subcarriers are generally centered
around the subcarrier associated with the carrier frequency of
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the symbol, the DC subcarrier 210. Each symbol may have a
number of subcarriers, the number being associated with the
FFT size.

The set of subcarriers includes used subcarriers and null
subcarriers. The null subcarriers include the DC subcarrier
210 and guard carriers 220 (indicated in FIG. 2 with a solid
arrow head). The remaining carriers, or the so-called used
carriers, can be used for the transmission of data and/or over-
head.

For uplink communication, in conventional OFDMA sys-
tems, the base station allocates an uplink resource to a client
station. In response, the client station uses the resource to
send information to the base station. To reduce overhead, the
base station does not designate resources on an individual
subcarrier basis. Instead, the base station designates a group
of subcarriers, called an allocation unit, for use by a client
station.

The manner in which the subcarriers are assigned to an
allocation unit is referred to as a permutation. IEEE 802.16e
defines several permutation schemes including partial use of
subchannels (PUSC), full use of subchannels (FUSC) and
adaptive modulation and coding (AMC), as well as several
others. (See 802.16e-2005, Section 8.4 and subparts, which is
hereby incorporated by reference.)

According to PUSC and FUSC permutation schemes
defined by 802.16e, the subcarriers assigned to any one client
station are spread throughout the frequency band. For
example, for downlink communication, the subcarriers
assigned to a particular allocation unit are spread throughout
the band. In the illustration of FIG. 2, subcarriers belonging to
the same allocation unit are illustrated with the same line end.
For example, a first allocation unit 230a consists of subcarri-
ers indicated by an open arrow head, while subcarriers com-
prising a second allocation unit 2305 are indicated by a closed
dot, and subcarriers comprising a third allocation unit 230¢
are indicated by a diamond line end.

The purpose of assigning subcarriers spread throughout the
frequency band, thereby scattering the energy throughout the
frequency band, is to provide frequency diversity. In this
regard, immunity of the system is increased to frequency
fading, as is well known in the art. IEEE 802.16e-2005
defines a pseudo-random scheme for determining which sub-
carriers are assigned to a common allocation unit on the
downlink and uplink. (See 802.16e-2005, Section 8.4 and
subparts.)

OFDMA systems generally utilize analog in-phase (1) and
quadrature (Q) modulators and demodulators. The analog
nature of these modulators and demodulators can lead to an
1Q imbalance. An IQ imbalance arises when I-path front-end
components and Q-path front-end components introduce an
amplitude mismatch, phase mismatch or both between the
two paths. The negative effects of an IQ imbalance in OFDM
systems are well known to those skilled in the art and are well
documented in the literature. See e.g., Engels, Marc. Wireless
OFDM Systems: How to make them work?, Chapter 7, Bos-
ton: Kluwer Academic Publishers (2002), which is incorpo-
rated by reference in its entirety.

One negative effect of an IQ imbalance in an OFDM sys-
tem is the creation of interference at a mirror image fre-
quency. The mirror image frequencies are respectively dis-
posed on opposite sides of a direct current (DC) subcarrier by
anequal frequency amount. Referring again to FIG. 2, a client
station assigned the second allocation unit 23056 uses the third
subcarrier on the left side of the DC subcarrier 210. Since the
third subcarrier on the right side of the DC subcarrier 210 is
assigned to the first allocation unit 230q, interference may be
created with another client station which has been assigned
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the first allocation unit 230a. A larger IQ imbalance creates
more interference at the mirror image than does a smaller 1Q
imbalance.

Thus, when a first client station with an IQ imbalance is
assigned an allocation unit including a subcarrier to the left of
the DC subcarrier 210, the first client station creates interfer-
ence in the mirror image subcarrier on the right side of the DC
subcarrier 210. Such interference is typically notated as
“Negative Frequency Rejection” (NFR) and is specified in
terms of the ratio of the power of the interfering signal to the
power of the desired signal.

The magnitude of the effects of the IQ imbalance are illus-
trated by the following example. In this example, a first client
station is operating close to the base station and is at the upper
end of the power control tolerance. Its signal reaches the base
station at a fairly high power level and causes a corresponding
large interfering signal at the mirror image frequency. The
subcarrier corresponding to the mirror image frequency is
assigned to a second client station. The second client station
is operating at the lower end of the power control tolerance or
is otherwise power constrained, resulting in its signal reach-
ing the base station at a fairly low power level. In this
example, the ratio of the power in the interfering signal to the
power of the desired signal can be quite high, and the effect of
the interference caused by the IQ imbalance of the first client
station on the performance of the second client station can be
significant. This problem is referred to herein as a loud/quiet
1Q imbalance interference issue.

In accordance with embodiments of the present disclosure,
exchange of data between a base station and a client station is
achieved while reducing the effects of 1Q imbalance. In this
regard, exchange of data may include transmission of data
from the base station for receipt by the client station (down-
link) or from the client station for receipt by the base station
(uplink). Such exchange of data may reduce the effects of IQ
imbalance and, in particular, eliminate the loud/quiet 1Q
imbalance interference issue by using permutation schemes
which assign mirror image subcarriers to a common client
station. In one embodiment, an allocation unit assigned for
the exchange of data consists substantially of mirror image
pairs of subcarriers.

An exemplary embodiment of a symbol structure imple-
menting such a permutation scheme is illustrated in FIG. 3. In
the illustrated embodiment, an allocation unit is assigned a
first subcarrier 320a on the left side of the DC carrier 310 and
a second subcarrier 3205 on the right side. The second sub-
carrier 3205 is the mirror image subcarrier of the first subcar-
rier 320a. Additional image pairs (as indicated in FIG. 3 by
common line ends) of subcarriers may be assigned to the
same allocation unit. Thus, mirror image subcarriers are sys-
tematically assigned to a common allocation unit and to a
common client station such that an allocation unit comprises
mirror image pairs of subcarriers. In one embodiment, most
or all subcarriers in an allocation unit are assigned in mirror
image pairs. Thus, an allocation unit substantially comprised
of mirror-image pairs of subcarriers.

Thus, in accordance with embodiments of the present dis-
closure, the loud/quiet 1Q imbalance interference issue is
mitigated. Under a mirror-image permutation scheme, a cli-
ent station IQ imbalance mainly causes interference to
another subcarrier associated with the same client station.
The power level of the subcarriers of a common client station
is substantially the same. As a result, the ratio of the power of
the interfering signal to the power of the desired signal
remains fairly uniform over a large range of operating condi-
tions, and the loud/quiet 1Q imbalance interference issue is
avoided.
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In a typical wireless communication system, when the base
station assigns an uplink resource to a client station, it assigns
one or more allocation units for use by the client station.
Typically only a small portion of the available allocation units
are assigned to one client station and the remaining allocation
units are assigned to other client stations operating in the
same system. In this way, access to the system can be fairly
shared among the client stations using the system at any given
time.

In one embodiment, as illustrated in FIG. 4, each allocation
unitincludes one or more pairs of physical layer tiles, referred
to herein as tiles or physical tiles. Each tile includes a group of
one or more subcarriers and may span more than one symbol.
In one particular embodiment, a mode of the uplink of an
IEEE 802.16e system uses a 1024-point FFT, resulting in
1024 subcarriers per symbol. After the removal of null sub-
carriers, the remaining subcarriers are divided into 35 alloca-
tion units. Each allocation unit is made up of six physical tiles,
each of which spans more than one symbol. As illustrated in
FIG. 4, four subcarriers 420a-d from each of three successive
symbols S, (such as S,, S,,, and S,, ,) are combined to form
one physical tile P, (such as P_;). Six physical tiles P, are
combined to form one allocation unit. While conventional
systems call for the six physical tiles associated with any one
allocation unit to be pseudo randomly selected (e.g., without
regard to the frequency symmetry), embodiments of the
present disclosure dictate that mirror image physical tiles are
mapped into one allocation unit so that mirror image subcar-
riers are assigned to one client station. Accordingly, as illus-
trated in FIG. 4, physical tile P, and physical tile P_, are
assigned to a common allocation unit.

In one embodiment, if the resource demand from the client
stations is sufficiently low, the base station may assign allo-
cation units such that only one of each mirror image pair is
used. The mirror images of the subcarriers of the assigned
allocation unit are not assigned to either the same client
station or to a different client station. In this way, the negative
effects of IQ imbalance are avoided. For example, one way to
implement such a system would be to define the allocation
units to include subcarriers from only one side of the DC
subcarrier.

Thus, in one example, if less than half of the available
physical tiles of FIG. 4 are required to satisfy the uplink
demand, the base station may assign physical tile P_; to a first
client station, P_, to a second client station and P, , to a third
client station. The mirror images of those physical tiles (P, 5,
P,, and P_,) are not assigned to any client station. Since the
mirror image tiles are not used, the loud/quiet IQ imbalance is
completely avoided.

If the resource requirement increases beyond the ability to
avoid use of mirror image subcarriers, the base station may
revert, at least partially, to the mirror-image permutation
described above. In one embodiment, at least some of the
mirror image subcarriers are not assigned to any client sta-
tion, while at least some of the mirror image subcarriers are
assigned to the same client station to form mirror-image pairs.
For example, the group of client stations currently being
serviced may be divided into two sets. The first set of client
stations transmit data over allocation units consisting sub-
stantially of mirror image pairs. The second set of client
stations transmits data on allocation units consisting substan-
tially of subcarriers whose mirror image subcarriers are not
assigned to any client station. In one embodiment, a single
client station is granted some allocations substantially com-
prising mirror image pairs of subcarriers and is also granted
allocation units substantially comprising unpaired subcarri-
ers, the unimpaired subcarriers having corresponding unused
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mirror image subcarriers that are reserved to prevent their
assignment to any other client station.

Referring now to FIG. 5, a flowchart illustrating a commu-
nication method 500 in accordance with an embodiment of
the present disclosure is provided. While FIG. 5 exemplarily
illustrates an implementation of an embodiment of the
present disclosure for an uplink transmission, those skilled in
the art will understand that a downlink communication may
be similarly implemented and is contemplated within the
scope of the present disclosure.

In accordance with the process, the client station (such as a
mobile wireless device) receives a grant of allocation units
(X) from the base station (block 510). In this regard, the base
station identifies one or more of the 35 available allocation
units for use by the client station. In this regard, the base
station may include a controller or an allocation module
adapted to identify, track and manage the allocation units
assigned to various client stations. In one embodiment, each
allocation unit is made up of six physical tiles. All base
stations and client stations in the system equate a specific
allocation unit with six, unique physical tiles. The client
station retrieves data from the transmission queue to be car-
ried by the allocation units (block 520). The client station may
include a controller or a communication module to manage
communication, including retrieval of data from the transmis-
sion queue.

As noted above, in conventional communication systems,
the mapping from allocation units to physical tiles is done
pseudo randomly, without regard to frequency symmetry. In
accordance with embodiments of the present disclosure, mir-
ror-image subcarrier pairs are mapped into one allocation
unit. One embodiment of a mapping scheme is illustrated in
FIG. 5 and described below.

For purposes of simplifying the description, the set of all
physical tiles is divided into two subsets. The first subset
includes one half the total number of physical tiles and is
made up of physical tiles on just one side of the DC subcarrier.
The second subset includes one half the total number of
physical tiles and is made up of physical tiles on the other side
ofthe DC subcarrier. With reference to FIG. 4, the first subset
may refer to physical tiles P_,, P_, and P_;, while the second
subset refers to physical tiles P, P,, and P, ;. Also for ease
of description, the client station (or a module therein) is
assumed to process the allocation units one at a time. Those
skilled in the art will understand that a client station may
process allocation units in other manners and such manners
are contemplated within the scope of the present disclosure.

Referring again to FIG. 5, at block 530, the client station
selects one of the unprocessed allocation units and maps data
into three physical tiles from the first subset. In the embodi-
ment of FIG. 4, the data is mapped onto physical tiles P_,,P_,
and P_;. The mapping can be done by an interleaving algo-
rithm, pseudorandom number generation, look up table,
renumbering, or any deterministic manner. In this regard, the
mapping is deterministic to ensure that the base station and
other client stations are using the same mapping scheme.
Again, the client station may be provided with a controller or
a module to perform the mapping.

At block 540, data is mapped into three additional physical
tiles from the second subset, wherein each additional physical
tile is the mirror image tile of a tile into which data was
mapped at block 530. Referring again to the embodiment
illustrated in FIG. 4, data is mapped onto the mirror-image
tiles on the right side, P, |, P,, and P, ;.

Once data has been mapped to each of the six tiles of the
allocation unit, the client station determines whether data has
been mapped into all allocation units (block 550). If addi-
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tional allocation units remain and have not been mapped, the
process returns to block 530 for mapping of data into pairs of
physical tiles. Thus, blocks 530 and 540 may be repeated as
often as necessary for mapping of all assigned allocation
units.

On the other hand, if the determination is made at block
550 that all allocation units have been mapped, the process
proceeds to block 560, and the client station transmits the data
over the wireless link using the mirror-image subcarrier pairs.

While FIG. 5 and the above description relate to an uplink
communication, those skilled in the art will understand that a
mirror-image permutation scheme may also be applied to the
downlink and is contemplated within the scope of the present
disclosure. It is noted that the effects of the IQ imbalance are
typically less for downlink communication than for uplink
communication. Since the base station transmits all subcar-
riers at the same power level, the downlink communication is
less affected by the loud/quiet 1Q imbalance interference
issue.

For downlink communication, the base station may assign
allocation units for the communication and may map the data
into the allocation units in a manner similar to that described
above. A lookup table may be used to facilitate selection of
the mapping. As noted above, the base station and the client
stations may have a priori agreement on the selection of such
mapping.

FIGS. 6 and 7 show one representative electronic device 12
which may serve as a client station and within which embodi-
ments of the present disclosure may be implemented. It
should be understood, however, that the present disclosure is
not intended to be limited to one particular type of electronic
device 12. The electronic device 12 of FIGS. 6 and 7 includes
a housing 30 which forms the exterior of the device. The
housing 30 may protect certain components from the external
environment and provides a user with access to other compo-
nents. A display 32 is provided in the form of a liquid crystal
display, for example, to allow the user to view text, images,
video and the like.

A keypad 34 and a microphone 36 allow user inputs to be
received by the electronic device 12. The keypad 34 may be
used to enter alphanumeric inputs by the user, while the
microphone 36 may be used to either provide audio inputs to
the electronic device 12 or to allow the user to verbally com-
municate through a network. An ear-piece 38 allows a user to
verbally communicate with another user. The electronic
device 12 is powered by a battery 40, which is preferably a
rechargeable battery. The microphone 36 and the ear piece 38
may be coupled to codec circuitry 54, which may be coupled
to a device controller 56 and a radio interface 52.

An infrared port 42 may be provided to allow communica-
tion with nearby devices, for example. The electronic device
12 may communicate with a network through, for example, a
base station via radio communication which may be facili-
tated by an antenna 44. The antenna 44 may be tuned for
communication at one or more ranges of frequencies. The
antenna 44 may be coupled to the radio interface circuitry 52,
which is coupled to the controller 56 and the codec circuitry
54. In this regard, the controller 56 may be a central process-
ing unit for controlling the operation of the electronic device
12.

The radio interface circuitry 52 receives the downlink 116«
signaling from the base station (see FIG. 1) through the
antenna 44, converts the signaling to digital form and pro-
vides it to the controller 56. The controller 56 parses the
signaling in its digital form. For example, a controller 56 may
include a processing module which determines the allocation
units assigned to the client station 12 as part of executing step
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510 of FIG. 5. The processing module may be implemented at
least partially by a processor executing code, an application-
specific integrated circuit (ASIC), a digital signal processor
(DSP), an embedded processor, a field programmable gate
array (FPGA) or the like.

Likewise the controller 56 creates a digital version of the
signal to be transmitted over the uplink 1165 (see FIG. 1). For
example the processing module within the controller 56 maps
data onto the allocation units as part of executing steps 520,
530, 540, 550 and 560 of FIG. 5, thereby creating an uplink
signal consisting substantially of mirror image pairs of sub-
carriers. The processing module provides the digital version
of the signal to the radio interface 52 which converts the
signal into a format appropriate for transmission over the
uplink 116a via the antenna 44, such as, for example, as part
of executing step 560 of FIG. 5

In one embodiment, the processing module within the
device controller 56 determines the down link allocation units
to be used by the base station to the client station 12. The
processing module may determine that some of the down link
allocation units assigned to it consists substantially of mirror
image pairs of subcarriers. The processing module may deter-
mine that some of the down link allocation unit consists
substantially of subcarriers whose mirror image subcarriers
are not assigned to any client station.

The electronic device 12 may be adapted to incorporate a
smart card 46 to identify the user and to provide secure
communication, for example. A card reader 48 may be pro-
vided to read the smart card 46 and to relay the information
from the smart card 46 to the device controller 56. A storage
unit, such as memory 58, may be provided to store data (e.g.,
contact list) or programs to be accessed by the controller 56.

FIG. 8 illustrates an exemplary, simplified block diagram
of'abase station 70 according to an embodiment of the present
disclosure. The base station 70 includes an antenna 72
adapted to receive uplink 165 signaling and transmit down-
link 164 signaling for communication with a client station. As
with the electronic device 12 described above with reference
to FIGS. 6 and 7, the antenna 72 and radio interface module
74 of the base station 70 may be tuned for communication at
one or more ranges of frequencies.

A processing module 76 is coupled to the radio interface
module 74. The processing module 76 can determine the
allocation units which are assigned to a particular client sta-
tion for use on the uplink. The processing module 76 creates
a grant message for transmission to the client station indicat-
ing the assigned allocation units. In one embodiment of the
present disclosure, the processing module 76 grants alloca-
tion units to a client station which consist substantially of
mirror image pairs of subcarriers. In addition, the processing
module 76 may grant allocation units to one or more client
stations which consist substantially of subcarriers whose mir-
ror image subcarriers are not assigned to any client station.

In one embodiment, the processing module 76 determines
the allocation units to be used by the base station 70 to
transmit information from the base station 70 to the client
station. The processing module 76 may use allocation units
which consist substantially of mirror image pairs of subcar-
riers. In one embodiment, the processing module 76 uses
allocation units which consist substantially of subcarriers
whose mirror image subcarriers are not assigned to any client
station.

A signal processor module 76 may be coupled to the radio
interface module 74 to aid in the processing of signals
received from client stations or to be transmitted to the client
stations. In this regard, the signal processor module 76 may be
adapted to code or decode communication signals.
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The signal processor module 76 and the radio interface
module 74 may be coupled to a controller module 78 adapted
to control the operation of the base station 70. In this regard,
the controller module 78 may be a central processing unit. A
memory module 80 may be provided to store data and pro-
grams to be accessed by the controller 78. In order to facilitate
maintenance, repair or upgrading of the base station 70 and its
various modules, an administrator interface 82 may be pro-
vided. The administrator interface 82 may include a keyboard
or other input device. The administrator interface 82 may also
include an output device, such as a monitor or a printer, to
facilitate diagnostic operations.

Various embodiments described herein are described in the
general context of method steps or processes, which may be
implemented in one embodiment by a software program
product or component, embodied in a machine-readable
medium, including executable instructions, such as program
code, executed by entities in networked environments. Gen-
erally, program modules may include routines, programs,
objects, components, data structures, etc. that perform par-
ticular tasks or implement particular abstract data types.
Executable instructions, associated data structures, and pro-
gram modules represent examples of program code for
executing steps of the methods disclosed herein. The particu-
lar sequence of such executable instructions or associated
data structures represents examples of corresponding acts for
implementing the functions described in such steps or pro-
cesses.

Software implementations of various embodiments of the
present disclosure can be accomplished with standard pro-
gramming techniques with rule-based logic and other logic to
accomplish various database searching steps or processes,
correlation steps or processes, comparison steps or processes
and decision steps or processes. It should be noted that the
word “module,” as used herein and in the following claims, is
intended to encompass implementations using one or more
lines of software code, and/or hardware implementations,
and/or equipment for receiving manual inputs.

The foregoing description of various embodiments have
been presented for purposes of illustration and description.
The foregoing description is not intended to be exhaustive or
to limit embodiments of the present invention to the precise
form disclosed, and modifications and variations are possible
in light of the above teachings or may be acquired from
practice of various embodiments of the present invention. The
embodiments discussed herein were chosen and described in
order to explain the principles and the nature of various
embodiments of the present invention and its practical appli-
cation to enable one skilled in the art to utilize the present
invention in various embodiments and with various modifi-
cations as are suited to the particular use contemplated. The
features of the embodiments described herein may be com-
bined in all possible combinations of methods, apparatus,
modules, systems, and computer program products.

What is claimed is:
1. A wireless communication method, comprising:
assigning at least one allocation unit to a client station, the
allocation unit substantially comprising mirror image
pairs of subcarriers, each mirror image pair including a
first subcarrier and a second subcarrier which are respec-
tively disposed on opposite sides of a direct current (DC)
subcarrier by an equal frequency amount; and
receiving data using the allocation unit.
2. The method of claim 1, wherein the allocation unit
includes at least one pair of physical tiles, each physical tile
including a group of at least one subcarrier.
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3. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

assigning to a second client station at least one unpaired
allocation unit substantially comprising unpaired sub-
carriers which have corresponding unused mirror image
subcarriers respectively disposed on an opposite side of
a direct current (DC) subcarrier from the unpaired sub-
carriers, the unused mirror image subcarriers being
reserved to prevent their assignment to any other client
station.

4. A wireless communication method, comprising:

receiving a grant of at least one allocation unit from a base
station, the allocation unit substantially comprising mir-
ror image pairs of subcarriers, each mirror image pair
including a first subcarrier and a second subcarrier
which are respectively disposed on opposite sides of a
direct current (DC) subcarrier by an equal frequency
amount; and

transmitting data using the allocation unit.

5. An apparatus, comprising

a processing module configured to process data exchanged
between a base station and a client station; and

a radio interface module operatively coupled to the pro-
cessing module and configured to exchange data by
receiving and transmitting the data over a wireless link,
the data transmitted being at least partly transmitted on
subcarriers of at least one assigned allocation unit, the
assigned allocation unit substantially comprising mirror
image pairs of subcarriers, each mirror image pair
including a first subcarrier and a second subcarrier
respectively disposed on opposite sides of a direct cur-
rent (DC) subcarrier by an equal frequency amount.

6. The apparatus of claim 5, wherein the at least one
assigned allocation unit includes at least one pair of physical
tiles, each physical tile including a group of at least one
subcarrier.

7. The apparatus of claim 6, wherein the at least one allo-
cation unit includes three pairs of physical tiles, each physical
tile including a group of four subcarriers.

8. The apparatus of claim 5, wherein the data received is at
least partly received on subcarriers of at least one received
allocation unit, the received allocation units substantially
comprising mirror image pairs of subcarriers, each mirror
image pair including a first subcarrier and a second subcarrier
respectively disposed on opposite sides of a direct current
(DC) subcarrier by an equal frequency amount.

9. An apparatus, comprising:

a processing module configured to process data exchanged

between a base station and a client station;

a radio interface module operatively coupled to the pro-
cessing module and configured to exchange data by
receiving and transmitting the data over a wireless link,
the data received being at least partly transmitted by a
client station on subcarriers of at least one assigned
allocation unit, the assigned allocation unit substantially
comprising mirror image pairs of subcarriers, each mir-
ror image pair including a first subcarrier and a second
subcarrier respectively disposed on opposite sides of a
direct current (DC) subcarrier by an equal frequency
amount.

10. A non-transitory machine-readable storage medium
storing a set of instructions for execution by one or more
processors, the set of instructions comprising:

an assigning code segment for assigning at least one allo-
cation unit to a client station, the allocation unit substan-
tially comprising mirror image pairs of subcarriers, each
mirror image pair including a first subcarrier and a sec-
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ond subcarrier which are respectively disposed on oppo-
site sides of a direct current (DC) subcarrier by an equal
frequency amount; and

a receiving code segment for receiving data using the
assigned allocation unit.

11. An apparatus, comprising:

means for receiving a grant of at least one allocation unit
from a base station, the allocation unit substantially
comprising mirror image pairs of subcarriers, each mir-
ror image pair including a first subcarrier and a second
subcarrier which are respectively disposed on opposite
sides of a direct current (DC) subcarrier by an equal
frequency amount; and

means for transmitting data using the assigned allocation
unit.

12. A wireless communication apparatus, comprising:

means for assigning at least one allocation unit to a client
station, the allocation unit substantially comprising mir-
ror image pairs of subcarriers, each mirror image pair
including a first subcarrier and a second subcarrier
which are respectively disposed on opposite sides of a
direct current (DC) subcarrier by an equal frequency
amount; and

means forreceiving data using the assigned allocation unit.

13. A wireless communication method, comprising:

assigning allocation units to a group of client stations, the
group of client stations including a first subgroup of
client stations having corresponding assigned allocation
units that consist substantially of assigned subcarriers
which have corresponding mirror image subcarriers
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respectively disposed on an opposite side of a direct
current (DC) subcarrier from the assigned subcarriers,
the mirror image subcarriers being reserved to prevent
their assignment to any client station; and

receiving transmitted data from the group of client stations
via the assigned allocation units.

14. The method of claim 13, wherein the group of client

stations including a second subgroup of client stations having
corresponding assigned allocation units that consist substan-
tially of mirror image pairs of subcarriers, each mirror image
pair including a first subcarrier and a second subcarrier
respectively disposed on opposite sides of a direct current
(DC) subcarrier by an equal frequency amount.

15. A wireless communication method, comprising:

receiving a grant of'a group of allocation units, the group of
allocation units including a first subgroup of allocation
unit substantially comprising assigned subcarriers
which have corresponding mirror image subcarriers
respectively disposed on an opposite side of a direct
current (DC) subcarrier from the assigned subcarriers,
the mirror image subcarriers being reserved by a base
station to prevent their assignment to any other client
station; and

transmitting data to the base station using the first sub
group of assigned allocation units.

16. The method of claim 15, wherein the group of alloca-

tion units including a second subgroup of allocation units
substantially comprising mirror image pairs of subcarriers.
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